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Foreword
The prospect of reading the Bible can be daunting. When presented as flat monotone text, its dialogues
can seem unclear, and this – combined with it being an historical text – make it difficult to read an
arbitrary book or chapter in its true context. However once the dialogues are clearly marked, it becomes
easy to open the scriptures at any page and appreciate who is speaking to whom.
This text has been designed to give the reader a good feeling for the understanding of the God’s Word by
making it easy to know who is speaking. On turning to any page, the reader will immediately see named
characters in action. The historical context leaps to mind, and the remaining flat text becomes that of a
background narrator.
In this edition, speech is prefaced with an identification:



Prime speaker ––––– audience, or secondary speaker

together with similarly coloured text for the conversation; for example:



King Mel-chiz´e-dek of Sa´lem (later “Jerusalayim”) ––––– A´bram

≺ Blessed be A´bram of the Most High God, Maker of heaven and earth
The icon marks the text as an announcement ( ≺ or ≻ ), initial statement ( ⇒ or ⇐ ), reply ( ↪ or ↩ ),
or speaking to oneself ( ↻ ) – with its orientation showing the direction of speech from the prime- or
from the secondary speaker. Where a conversation quotes others, the text is indented and changes
colour to reflect who is being quoted – (see for example Isaiah 36:4-11 where Rab´sha-keh taunts the
envoys of Hez-e-ki´ah). This helps the user to see – at any time – who is speaking, who is their audience,
and the complexity of quotations within the speech.
When a sacred text is overtly quoted, it appears with its reference – an example being Joshua 8:30-32:
Then Joshua proceeded to build an altar to Jehovah the God of Israel, in Mount E´bal – just as
Jehovah’s servant Moses had commanded the sons of Israel, as it is written in the book of the law
of Moses:

...An altar of whole stones, upon which no iron tool has been wielded...’



Exodus 20:25
Moses (words of Almighty God) ––––– sons of Israel

and presented burnt offerings upon it to Jehovah and offered communion sacrifices.

and where a sacred text is less overtly quoted, it may not include the grey box around the text.
This text maintains the standard verse numbering, even where it is shown to have been unwise. However
in some places where the text customarily treats separate verses as separate entities ( for example
Ecclesiastes 7:1-4 ) rather than a continuation to earlier verses, this text continues the flow to ensure the
reader sees them as related, while maintaining the traditional verse divisions.
As a further aid, some supplementary words are included [in brackets] – these are words which do not
explicitly appear in the manuscripts, but are there to aid the flow and will often be trivial conjunctions
(and, but, whereby, therefore) or concise amplifications of the true meaning of the underlying Hebrew and
Greek – and as such do not compromise a verbal reading of the text. Others [in raised brackets] are
explanations which are too small for a footnote – such as the meaning of a Hebrew name – but useful
enough to include in the immediate flow of the text. All Hebrew names have their meanings explained by
this device at their first instance.
As is standard in other Bibles, plurals are in CAPITALS. Where the speech identification clearly denotes a

plural and the text does not include a mixture of singular and plural associations, the plurals are reduced
to standard lower-case form and are treated as implicit plurals.
We have included “leitmotif” markers to indicate a point which is repeated in a book – these are
especially useful in letters, where the author would, in later verses, build upon themes which he had
established earlier. The initial point is marked in grey  and all references to it in red  where the
numeral indicates the chapter number and verse. A grey leitmotif marker declares that this verse holds a
notion which will be repeated elsewhere in that particular book of the scriptures. Examples would be
Sol´o-mon’s repeated use of the phrase “...a vanity, and a striving after the wind”.
Some expressions appear in the appendix and are marked[r7] to avoid repeating the meaning in footnotes –
an example is the letter chi  to denote a verse which is prophetic of the Mes-si´ah. Footnotes are
marked in the customary1 way.

The Divine Name
Yahweh.

 יהוהhas been rendered as Jehovah – the standard English representation of the Name

Any translation of the Holy Scriptures will fail to portray the true meaning of the Word, so much subtlety
in the original languages cannot be smoothly translated. God’s Word deserves that we – the readers –
translate ourselves into reading the original languages, rather than cause all of that beauty to bend to our
own. However since this is too difficult for most lovers of God, we have translations. It is hoped that
you will find this version easy to read, and will forgive the inevitable flaws which remain in it. As for any
benefits, all credit is due to our Heavenly Father, the Almighty – praised be His Name – Who kindly
provided Holy Spirit through His Son to support this endeavour.
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Wisdom Books
Job

Job

1

Job – the most upright of men, blessed with wealth and children – loses them all when
the adversary tries to meddle in human affairs specifically in order to hurt God Who
stands before him.

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job [“hated”], and that man proved to be blameless and
upright, fearing God and turning aside from bad. 2. Seven sons and three daughters were born to him, 3. and
his property grew to seven thousand sheep and three thousand camels and five hundred yoke of cattle
and five hundred she-asses, along with many servants; and that man was the greatest of all the Orientals
[sons of the East]1.
1.

And each of his sons would hold a banquet at his house on his own pre-arranged day, and would send
for their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5. And when the banquet days had completed its circuit,
Job would send for and sanctify his children. He rose early in the morning and offered up burnt sacrifices
according to their number,
4.



––––– Job

↻ ‘Because

said Job,
perhaps my sons have sinned and therefore cursed God in their heart.’
– that is what Job would do all of his days.
Now there was the day when the [angelic] sons of the true God entered to take their station before
Jehovah, and even Satan entered right among them.
6.

7.



Then Jehovah said to Satan:

Almighty God ––––– Satan

⇒ Where do you come from?
At that Satan answered Jehovah and said:

↩ From wandering over the earth and meddling with it.2
8.

And Jehovah went on to say to Satan:

↪ Have you set your heart upon My servant Job, that there is no one like him in the earth, a blameless
and upright man, fearing God and turning aside from bad?

9.

At that Satan answered Jehovah and said:

↩ Has Job feared God for nothing? 10. Have not You Yourself put up a hedge about him and about his

house and about everything that he has all around? You have blessed his labours, and his livestock
has multiplied in the earth. 11. But now, thrust out Your hand and disturb everything he has and see if
he will not curse You to Your very face.

12.

Accordingly Jehovah said to Satan:

↪ Look! Everything that he has is in your hand, but you must not thrust out your hand against him
himself!3

so Satan went out away from before Jehovah.

1
2
3

Not referring to the Far East as we know it, but to Babylonia beyond the Eu -phra´tes. Compare with Genesis 28:5, and Genesis 29:1
Antithesis of Christ, Wisdom Proverbs 8:30-31. See Genesis 3:1-3
This enforces limits on satan’s own actions in his challenge

Job
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Now it came to be the day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in the house
of their firstborn brother. 14. And a messenger came to Job, and reported:
13.



Job ––––– 1st messenger

⇐ The cattle were ploughing and the she-asses were grazing beside them 15. when the Sa-be´an4s fell
upon them and took them, and they slew the attendants with the edge of the sword; and only I
escaped to report to you.

16.



– while this one was speaking, another came and reported:

Job ––––– 2nd messenger

⇐ The very fire of God fell from the heavens and consumed the sheep and the attendants and ate them
up; and only I managed to escape to tell you.

17.



– while that one was speaking, yet another arrived and said:

Job ––––– 3rd messenger

⇐ The Chal-de´ans assembled in three bands and deployed against the camels and took them, and they
slew the attendants with the edge of the sword; and I alone managed to escape to tell you.

18.



– while this other one was speaking, still another one came and proceeded to say:

Job ––––– 4th messenger

⇐ Your sons and your daughters were eating and drinking wine in the house of their firstborn brother. 19.

And there came a great wind from out of the wilderness, and it struck the four corners of the house,
so that it fell upon the young people and they died. And only I myself managed to escape to tell you. 5

And Job stood up and ripped his sleeveless coat apart and sheared his head and fell to the earth and
bowed down 21. and said:
20.



Job –––––

⇒ I came forth naked from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there.
Jehovah has given, and Jehovah has taken away.
Let the Name of Jehovah continue to be blessed.
22.

In all this Job did not sin or ascribe anything improper to God.

2
Having kept faithful to God, Job is attacked in his flesh by the adversary. His wife –
who has also seen their livelihood and all her children destroyed, and now watches her
husband perishing – is further pained by his loyal stance to God, when her own has
been engulfed by the evil pain inflicted by the adversary. Her call for him to end his
suffering fails... and so coincidentally three “comforters” arrive and exhibit the frailties
of human nature as a further pain to Job

Again there was a day when the [angelic] sons of the true God entered to station themselves before
Jehovah, and Satan also entered in their midst to station himself before Jehovah. 6
1.

2.



Then Jehovah said to Satan:

Almighty God ––––– Satan

⇒ Just where are you coming from?
At that Satan answered Jehovah and said:

4

The Hebrew reads “She´ba” and the adverb implies singularity, however it is in reference to a horde of people since it later speaks in the plural
about “them”. “Sa -be´an” means from “Se´ba” – the area settled by Cush, and is identified with the wider regi on of which She´ba is a part
5
As Job sanctified his children at the end of the week, this calamity on the feast of the firstborn might be perceived – by some – as an inherent
sin in that one, and that all were killed a sign that he was misleading them all in some terrible sin. On top of their deaths, this perception would
be terrible to Job
6
The adversary’s actions are quite without conscience. After acting badly he does not flee in shame or fear of condemnation, b ut calmly and
shamelessly – and in an affront to all that is good and stable – takes his seat amongst the sinless ones
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↩ From wandering to and fro in the earth7 and prying into it.
3.

And Jehovah went on to say to Satan:

↪ Have you set your heart upon My servant Job, since there is no one like him in the earth – a

blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning aside from bad? Even now he holds fast to his
integrity, although you incited Me against him to engulf him without cause.

4.

but Satan answered Jehovah and said:

↩ Skin for skin; a man will give everything he has [to save] his life. 5. For a change, thrust out Your hand
now and smite his flesh and bone and see whether he will not curse You to Your very face.

6.

Accordingly Jehovah said to Satan:

↪ There he is in your hand! Only watch out for his soul! 8
so Satan went out away from the presence of Jehovah and struck Job with a malignant boil from the sole
of his foot to the crown of his head; 8. he would take a fragment of pottery to scrape himself, and would
sit among the ashes.9
7.

9.



Finally his wife said to him:

Job ––––– Job’s wife

⇐ Why do you keep this attitude? Curse God and die!
10.

but he said to her:

↪ You talk like one of the senseless women. Shall we accept merely what is good from the true God and
not accept also what is bad?

– in all this Job did not sin with his lips.
And three of Job’s associates heard about all this calamity that had come upon him, and each one came
from his own place: El´i-phaz [“(fine) gold is my god”]10 the Te´man-ite, and Bil´dad [“confusing (by mingling) love”] the
Shu´hite [“wealth”], and Zo´phar [“sparrow”, “departing”] the Na´a-ma-thite [“pleasantness”] – and they arranged to come
together to sympathise with him and comfort him. 12. But when they raised their eyes from afar they did
not recognise him! and they raised their voice and wept and each ripped his robe apart and tossed dust
toward the heavens upon their heads. 13. And they sat with him on the earth for seven days and seven
nights, and no one spoke a word to him because they saw that the pain was severe.
11.

3
1.



After this Job opened his mouth and began to call down evil upon his day. 2. Job responded [to it] saying:

Job –––––

≺

Let the day perish on which I was born,  also the night which declared that a man has been
conceived!11 4. Let that day become miserable – let God not frequent it from above, nor let daylight
beam upon it: 5. let darkness and deep shadow reclaim it; let a cloud reside over it – let a daytime
darkness12  terrify it. 6. Let that night set forever13 [let gloom take it], let it not be one of the days of a
year; let it not be counted among the lunar months... 7. Look! let that night become sterile; let no
joyful cry come in it. 8. Let those who curse days curse that day, those brave enough to rouse a Le-vi´athan [coiled snake, sea monster, dragon].14 9. Let the stars of its twilight be made dark; let it wait for light... only
3.

7

Antithesis of Christ, Wisdom Proverbs 8:30-31. See Genesis 3:1-3
Enforcing the boundaries again – God will not allow His loyal one to be killed over a devil’s challenge
9
Ash would be used medicinally on ulcers, but evidently Job’s condition was so severe that he did not simply take an ash treat ment but rather
seated himself among the ashes in ready access to much -needed medication
10
Genesis 36:4 their 3 names indicate how the conversation will go: one loves gold, another has loyal love... but with conditions, and the 3 r d is
one who “departs pleasantness”
11
Jeremiah 20:13-18
12
Matthew 27:45-46
13
The “night” of conception would likely be early evening, as they had not artificial light to extend the day. The notion of “ darkness seizing it”
speaks of nightfall – but Job asks for that evening to be consumed by it, and the sun never to dawn, for it to be an uncompleted day
14
That day is so evil in Job’s heart as to be terrifying, so bad that only the bravest of the brave would d a r e to curse it
8

Job
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for there to be none – let it not see the beams of the dawn, 10. for it did not close the doors to my
mother’s belly and so did not conceal trouble from my eyes.

⇒

Why did I not die straight from the womb? come forth from the belly and just expire? 12. Why did [a
knees greet me, and why breasts for me to suckle? 13. for by now I should have lain down
undisturbed! I would have slept, I would be at rest 14. with kings and counsellors of the earth who built
[not glory, but] desolate places for themselves, 15. or with princes who had gold, [yet] filled their houses
with mere silver; 16. or [even] like a hidden miscarriage that I was not, like children that have not seen
light.15 17. There [in that deathly repose, even] the wicked cease their cares, and those exhausted and
weary are at rest. 18. Prisoners rest there peacefully, together [not alone], and no longer hear the voice of
the oppressor – 19. the small and great are there, and the slave is set free from his master!
11.

midwife’s]

Why does [Almighty God] place light on the sorrowful, and life to those bitter of soul? – 21. those who
long for death, but it doesn’t come16 even though they seek it more than for hidden treasures? 22. those
souls who rejoice greatly when they [finally] find the grave? 23. [Why does He give light] to the man whose
way has been obscured, and whom God hedges in? 24. For I sigh before I eat, and my moanings pour forth
like waters 25. because that which I fear most has come upon me, and what I have been scared of is
approaching me. 17 26. I was neither self-secure nor idle nor [even] resting – yet trouble came to me.
20.

4
Job’s comforters begin to speak their long
discourse with him
1.

And El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite answered, saying:

El´i-phaz likens Job to a conceited and hurtful man



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

↩ 2. If we try to speak a word to you, will you feel grieved? yet who can restraint words?!
⇐ 3. Look! You have corrected many, and you used to strengthen weak hands – 4. your words would raise

up anyone stumbling and you would strengthen weak... 5. but this time it comes to you, yet you become
weary; it [bad circumstance] touches you... and you tremble inwardly [against listening].

Is not your fear [to do with] your confidence? your hope? even the integrity of your ways? 7. Remember,
please: Who – being innocent – has ever perished? and where have the upright ever been effaced? 8.
According to what I have seen, those devising what is hurtful and those sowing trouble will reap it
themselves. 9. They perish through the breath of God... and they come to an end through the spirit of His
anger: 10. the roaring of a lion, and the voice of a young lion – and the teeth of maned young lions –
become broken; 11. the old lion perishes from lack of prey,18 and the lions are separated from one
another.19
6.

El´i-phaz pretends he has received Divine
guidance which condemns Job as self-righteous

Now a word was stealthily brought to me,20 and my ear proceeded to get a whisper of it 13. in
disquieting thoughts from visions of the night when deep sleep falls upon men. 14. A fear came over me,
and trembling, and it startled all of my bones. 15. and a spirit passed over my face... the hair of my flesh
began to bristle... 16. it stood still, but I did not recognise its form. A figure was in front of my eyes; there
was stillness... and then I heard a voice:
12.



El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite ––––– voice of a form

⇐

17.

Can mortal man be more righteous than God? or can a man be cleaner than his own Maker?

15

Kings and princes lead just futile live s... and miscarriages and still births have no pain... Job feels far worse than any of them
5 t h Trumpet blast – plague of the demonic Ab´sa -loms Revelation 9:6
17
The malignant boil sounds like it might be leprosy Leviticus 13 and both it and what it does are terrifying, and with no pri est to diagnose his
condition Job is simply living in fear
18
Implying that Job liked to point out problems in people – his “prey” – in the past
19
Extremely indelicate – he is clearly likening Job to the old lion, and his children to the cubs, to him having used his teeth on others and his
sons having followed the practice with the teeth of the maned young lions
20
Saying that he received Divine guidance, that he speaks his advice to Job as a prophet
16
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Look! He has no faith in His [Own angelic] servants and He charges His messengers with boastfulness
– 19. how much more so with those dwelling in houses of clay – whose foundation is in the dust21 which
crumbled before [the mere beating wings of] a moth! 20. They are pounded from morning to evening, they are
destined for destruction, their end is to perish. 21. Has not their tent cord within them been pulled out?
They die without becoming wise!22
18.

5
El´i-phaz Judges Job as foolish, unworthy of an answer from God – but that he himself
would be free to appeal to the Heavens in time of distress



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

↩ 1. Call, please! Is there anyone answering you? and to which one of the Holy ones will you turn? 2. For

anger will kill the fool, and jealousy will slay the deluded. 3. I myself have seen a fool taking root – and
instantly I cursed his homestead! [And the result?]:
His sons are far from salvation, and they are crushed in the gate without a deliverer: 5. the hungry
one eats his harvests – even from thorn bushes – and a snare [of destruction] snaps at their
resources.
4.

Futility does not arise from mere dust, nor does trouble spring up from the ground – 7. for man is born
for trouble, as surely as sparks fly upward.
6.

However, I would apply to God, and I would submit my reasoning to God: 23 9. [to the] One doing great
things unsearchable, wonderful things without number; 10. [to] the One giving rain upon the surface of the
earth and sending waters upon the open fields; 11. [to the One] Who sets on high those who are low, so that
those who are sad are exalted to salvation; 12. [to the One] Who frustrates the schemes of the devious so
that their hands do not work with effect, 13. Who catches the intelligent in their own strategy, so that
their counsel becomes tortuous and hasty.
8.

They24 encounter darkness by day, and they grope about at midday as if at night; 15. but He saves the
poor one from the sword, from the mouth [cruel taunts] and from from the hand of the violent one25, 16. so
that there comes to be hope for the lowly one, whereas unrighteousness shuts its mouth.
14.

Look! Happy is the man whom God reproves! – do not reject the discipline of the Almighty!26 18. for He
causes pain, but binds up [the wound]; He breaks to pieces! – but His Own hands do the healing.27
17.



El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite ––––– anonymous “you” ( the hearer of his advice)

≺

19.

He will deliver you28 from six distresses, and in seven nothing injurious will touch you:
20.

He will redeem you from death during famine,

and from the power of a sword during battle.
21.

You will be hidden from the whip of a tongue [slander],

and you will not fear devastation when it comes.
22.

You will laugh at violence and hunger,

and you need not be afraid of the wild beast of the earth.

21

Indelicate – refers to the house falling upon his childre n
In cruel jealousy, he is goading Job, that he has not actually been wise at -all – that the collapse of his first son’s house was a trivial matter –
and that Job has suffered from the sin of self -righteousness, and been an affront to God
23
Compare with the manner of the proselyte who submits to God Psalm 119:73-75
24
Making himself distinct from such ones
25
The Hebrew reads “THEIR mouth”, but to render it that way is confusing. It is clearly speaking of the same source – the violent one.
26
Implying Job must listen to the counsel of God through El´i -phaz, because he is unrighteous and his mouth should be stopped up
27
Hosea 6:1
28
This is indented to reflect the patronising words of El´i -phaz. The Hebrew says “you”, but really means “one” – for he cites every calamity
which has befallen Job as something which God would preserve a righteous man from having to endure
22

Job
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– for your covenant will be with the stones29 of the field, and the wild beast of the field itself will
be made to live at peace with you. 24. And you would know because your tent would have peace;
you would oversee your homestead and you would not sin. 25. And you will know because your
offspring would be many and your descendants like the vegetation of the earth. 26. You would come
in to your burial place in your old age, like sheaves of grain in their time.
23.

27.

Look! This is what we have investigated – [and] so it is.

[So]

listen to it – and know it for yourself.

6
1.



But Job replied saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. O that my vexation were accurately weighed – and that my calamity were laid on the scales against
it! 3. for now it is heavier than the sands of the seas. That is why my words have been rash. 4. For the
arrows of the Almighty are with [in] me, and their venom drinks my spirit – divine terrors array
themselves against me.

Does a zebra cry out over [when eating] grass, or a bull low over its fodder? 6. Will tasteless food be eaten
without salt, or is there any taste in the white of an egg? 7. The things my soul refuses to touch are like
loathsome bread.
5.

O that my request would come – that God would grant me that which will happen anyway! – 9. that
God would relent and just crush me! that He would release His hand and cut me off!30 10. Even that
would still be my comfort and I should exalt at the death-throes that He did not withhold, for I have not
suppressed [withheld] the sacred sayings.31
8.

What resilience do I have that I should keep on waiting? and what is my end that I32 should prolong
my life? 12. Is my resilience that of stones, or is my flesh made of copper? 13. There is no healing within me,
and support has been chased away from me:
11.

14.

a reproof for the afflicted from his companion, and he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.

My own brothers are as disingenuous as a winter torrent, like the channel33 of winter torrents that pass
away! 16. they are sombre like ice, snow lies on them and hides them. 17. In due season they flow away and
vanish; when it grows hot they are dried up from their place. 18. Their paths are turned aside from their
[proper] course; they go up into the desert and perish.
15.

The caravans of Te´ma34 have watched... the travelling company of Sa-be´ans have waited for them... 20.
They are ashamed because they had trusted; they have come clear to the place – and become
disappointed. 21. For now YOU men have amounted to nothing; YOU see dismay... and YOU become
afraid. 22. Did I say:
19.



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

⇒ ‘HELP me, lend me YOUR strength; 23. Rescue me from out of the hand of the adversary, and
redeem me from the hand of fear-inspiring ones’ ?

24.

SHOW me and I shall be silent; make me understand what mistake I have committed.

The sayings of uprightness are not painful, but what does YOUR reproving actually reprove? 26. Are YOU
men scheming to reprove words,35 while [you treat] the sayings of one in despair are as for mere wind? 27.
Indeed – YOU cast lots over a bereaved person, and dig over [the grave of] YOUR companion!
25.

29

His life be unsullied, like a field which has agreed with the stones that they should not intrude in it. This ends the speech by El´i -phaz, quite
abruptly and judgementally – but we should remember that this was intended to be the final word: he did not expect discus sion with Job, nor
want it, but simply to enjoy denigrating him during his distress
30
Referring to El´i -phaz saying that Jehovah will pluck people out of distress, Job wishes to be “unplucked” and so die to relieve his unhappiness
31
Job is saying that death would be a merciful release, that if God did not withhold that evil day, he would praise God – exult – and besides, Job
did not withhold the sacred sayings which brought relief to others Job 4:3-4
32
Job commenting on his refusal to eat
33
They come promising refreshment, but like a winter torrent they disappear, le aving just a gaping crevasse in the ground
34
Job is replying to El´i-phaz – himself a Te´man -ite!
35 n d
2 Timothy 2:14

Page 8 of 299

Job

And now TURN to me, [and see] whether I shall lie to YOUR faces. 29. Turn back now – let no
unrighteousness arise – yes, think again – my righteousness has been questioned. 30. Is there
unrighteousness on my tongue, or is my palate unable to discern adversity?
28.

7
Job feels like a hard-worked slave now, whose flesh is beyond repair. He pleads with
God for release



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. Is there not a compulsory labour for mortal man on earth, and are not his days like the days of a

hired labourer? 2. He gasps for the shade like a slave, and he waits for his wages like a hired labourer –
3. in this same way I have been allotted months of futility, and troublesome nights have been assigned
to me. 4. When I have lain down I have said:
‘When shall I get up?’

and evening stretches out and I am glutted with restlessness until morning light.
My flesh has become covered with maggots and lumps of dust; my skin has formed scabs and oozes
puss. 6. The days of my life have become swifter than a weaver’s shuttle, and they will conclude [be snapped
off] like the end of a thread.
5.



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ 7. Remember that my life is [mere] wind; that my eye will not see good again; 8. he who sees me
will not behold me... Your

[Own]

eyes will be upon me, but I shall not be

[there]!36

As the cloud comes to its end and goes away, so the one descending into She´ol will not come up. 10. He
will not return to his house again, and his place will not know him anymore. 11. Therefore [while I have the
chance] I shall not restrain my mouth. I will speak in the distress of my spirit; I will ponder over the
bitterness of my soul!
9.



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐

12.

Am I a sea or a sea monster that You should set a guard over me?

13.

When I said:
‘My canopy will console me, my bed will carry away my ponderings’

then You left me prostrate with dreams! You frightened me with visions! 15. so that my soul would
choose to be strangled [executed] – [to have] death rather than substance. 16. I reject [life]; I would not
live forever anyway. Leave me alone, for my days are in vain.
14.

⇐

What is mortal man that You should rear him and that You should set Your heart upon him 18.
and that You should visit him every morning to test him every moment? 19. Why will You not turn
Your gaze from me and let me alone until I swallow my saliva [choke with one’s last breath]? 20. If I have
sinned, what can I do against You, the Guardian of mankind? Why is it that You have set me as
Your target, so that I should become a burden to myself? 21. Why do You not pardon my
transgression and overlook my error? For now I shall lie down in dust; and You will certainly
look for me, and I shall not be.
17.

8
Bil´dad tells Job to listen to the wisdom of previous generations, rather than try to
establish his own
1.



And Bil´dad the Shu´hite answered saying:

Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↩ 2. How long will you declare these things when the sayings of your mouth are but a powerful wind? 3.
Will God pervert judgement? or will the Almighty pervert righteousness?

36

The fine man that Job was has been permanently crushed to an empty shell

Job
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If your sons have sinned against Him so that He lets them go into the hand of their revolt, 5. if you
yourself will look for God immediately and implore favour of the Almighty – 6. if you are pure and upright
– then by now He would awake for you! and He would restore the homestead of your “righteousness”; 7.
and though your beginning may have proved to be a small thing, your end would increase greatly!
4.

Indeed inquire please, l f the former generation – and direct [your attention] to the things searched out
by their fathers – 9. for we are merely yesterday, and we know nothing, because our days on earth are a
shadow.[r7] 10. Will not they instruct you – tell you – and will they not bring forth words from their heart?
8.

Will a papyrus plant grow tall without a wetland? will a reed grow big without water? 12. while it is yet
in its bud, not plucked off, it will dry up even before all other grass – 13. and thus are the pathways of all
those forgetting God: the hope of an apostate 37 will perish, 14. [he] whose confidence is severed, and
whose refuge is a spider’s house. 15. He will lean upon his house, but it will not remain standing; he will
hold onto it, but it will not last 16. He is as a sapling before the sun, his twig goes forth in his garden... 17.
his roots become interwoven upon a mound...38 he beholds: it is a house of stones!39 18. If He [God]
swallows him up from his place, it [his place, his associates] will also deny him, [saying:]
11.

‘I have never seen you.’
Bil´dad presumes to speak from experience – that he is blameless and has been blessed
by God, and that Job should learn from him
19.

Look! That is the “delight” of his way – and others [like him] spring up from the dust.

See! God Himself will not reject anyone blameless, neither will He hold the hand of evildoers; 21. [Do this

and He will yet fill your mouth with laughter, and your lips with joyful shouting. 22. The ones
hating you will be clothed with shame, and the tent of wicked ones will be no more.
20.

searching]

9
Job agrees with the notion, but not with the barbed-arrow bearing it. He turns on the
sentiment of Bil´dad, who was speaking as one whom God has blessed for his own
“righteousness”!
He declares God’s power and wisdom, and that he could not contend – even if he were
flawless – and concludes that the world simply must be in the hand of some wicked one,
because God – Who takes away the lives of good and bad – would not perform this
cruelty
1.



And Job answered, saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. For a fact, I know that it is so. But how can mortal man be in the right with God?! 3. If He should find
delight in contending with Him, he cannot answer Him once out of a thousand [times]. 4. He is wise in
heart and strong in power – who can be stubborn before Him and come off uninjured?

He can move mountains away, so that people do not even know [of them], He overthrows them in His
anger,40  6. He makes the earth quake from its place so that its very pillars shudder. 7. He tells the sun
that it should not shine forth41 and He puts a seal around stars, 8. stretching out the heavens by Himself
and treading upon the high waves of the sea;42  9. making the Ash constellation [“Great Bear”, “Ursa Major “], the
Ke´sil constellation [“O-rion”, “Nim´rod”], and the Ki´mah constellation ["Pliades" – 7 sisters] and the [hidden]
constellations of the South; 10. doing great unsearchable things and wonderful things without number.
5.

Look! He passes by me and I do not see [Him], and He moves on and I do not discern He was ever
there. 12. Look! He snatches away; who can turn Him back [to return it]? who will say to Him: 
11.

‘What are You doing?!’

37
38
39
40
41
42

Intensely cruel – Bil´dad is actually accusing Job of apostasy
On a ready-made prominence – full of ambition and self-assured, rejecting the “ground and water” of the wisdom of forefathers
No good for a plant!
Matthew 21:21
9 t h Plague upon Egypt Exodus 10:21-23
John 6:19
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God Himself will not turn back His anger – the allies of an emboldened blusterer must bow down
beneath Him! – 14. so how much less can I myself answer Him [and] choose my [own] words with Him, 15.
[He] whom I would not answer, even though I were really in the right!
13.

[No... but] I

would implore favour of my Opponent-at-law.

If I called Him, and He answered me, I still would not believe that He would give ear to my voice,43 17.
[He] Who tore me open with a storm and makes my wounds many for no reason. 18. He will not grant me
my taking of a fresh breath, for He keeps glutting me with bitter things.
16.

If we speak of strength: behold! He is the powerful One; and if of judgement: who could summon
Him to court?! 20. If I were in the right, my own mouth would pronounce me wicked; were I blameless,
then He would declare me crooked.
19.

Job strongly counsels self-righteous Bil´dad for the punchline of his speech – that rather
than gloat, the righteous would be entirely humble, and neither deem nor presume
themselves to be worthy of anything at-all



Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↪
22.

21.

Were I blameless, I would deny my soul! I would reject my life!

There is only one possibility; that is why I say:
‘He brings [both] the wicked and the flawless to their end.’
Rejecting Bil´dad’s reasoning, he says through inspiration that there is some great evil
force in play in the earth – that the circumstances he is experiencing are not punishment
from God, but some evil scheme – of which his comforters have become unknowing
assistants by their cruel attitude

⇒

So... if a flash flood should cause sudden death, would He mock the testing of the innocent ones?? 24.
earth itself has been given into the hand of the wicked one;44  [surely] He has covered the
face of its judges. If not – who, then, is it?45
23.

[No! Surely]

Also my own days have become swifter than a runner; they have run away, they will not see good. 26.
They have moved on like reed boats, like an eagle that darts onto its prey.
25.



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐

27.

I could say to myself:
‘I will forget my concern, I will discard my pondering, and I shall ease my
expression,

[tortured facial]

I am frightened of all my pains! I know that You will not hold me innocent. 29. [If] I am
condemned, why do I toil in vain? 30. If I actually washed myself in snow water and I cleansed my
hands in lye 31. then You would immerse me [naked] in a ditch... and my garments would detest me.
28. [but]

For He is not a man like me [that] I should answer Him [so] that we should come together in
judgement [before an adjudicator] – 33. no person can decide between us that he should put his hand upon
both of us.
32.

Let Him remove His rod from upon me and let His frightfulness not terrify me [anymore]. 35. Let me
speak and not be afraid of Him, for I am not so disposed in myself [not unafraid as I am].
34.

10


Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. My soul loathes my life! I will give free reign to my ponderings about myself. I will speak in the
bitterness of my soul! 2. I shall say to God:

43

Actually, God would i n d e e d encourage Job to speak Job 38:2-3
1 s t John 5:19
45
Job 16:11. This is the very point – for it is not God who is harming him! Job has perceived and understood that something is in play, that God
has not decided to exert badness on him
44

Job
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Almighty God ––––– Job



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ “Do not declare me as wicked. Cause me to know why You are contending with me. 3. Is it
good for You that You should do wrong, that You should reject the work of Your hands and
that You should [instead] beam upon the counsel of wicked ones? 4. Do You have eyes of
flesh? or do You see as a man sees?46 5. Are Your days like the days of man or Your years
just like the days of valiant man 6. that You should strive to find my error and should keep
searching for my sin? – 7. this in spite of Your knowing that I am not in the wrong and
there is no one delivering out of Your hand?
Your hands have shaped me and they made me become a well-rounded soul, and yet – You
would swallow me up. 9. Remember, please, that You have made me out of clay and You will
cause me to return to dust. 10. Did You not pour me out like milk, and curdle me like cheese?
11. You clothed me with skin and flesh and wove me together with bones and sinews, 12. You
have worked life and loving-kindness with me and Your care has guarded my spirit – 13. these
things You have concealed in Your heart; I know that these things are with You.
8.

If I have sinned and You have kept watching me and You will not hold me innocent of my
error – 15. if I am actually in the wrong – then, too bad for me! If I am actually in the right [in
this instance], I may not raise my head, because I am [generally] glutted with dishonour and
saturated with affliction. 16. [If] it [my head (my attitude)] acts haughtily, You will hunt for me like a
young lion and You will again show Yourself distinguished47 in my case. 17. You will bring forth
new witnesses  of Yours before me and You will increase Your vexation with me – the pack
[of witnesses] changes with me [my appeal].
14.

So why did You bring me from the womb?  Could I not have expired, that not even one
eye could see me? 19. There I should have become as though I had not been at-all; I should
have been brought from the belly straight to the grave.”
18.

⇐

Are not my days few?  Leave me alone... turn Your gaze [away] from me, that I may brighten
up a little 21. before I go away – and I shall not come back – to the land of darkness and the
shadow of death, 22. to the land of obscurity like the gloom of the shadow of death – without any
arrangements – where it beams no more than gloom does...
20.

11
Zo´phar declares Job to be a shameful blusterer. He mocks his insight into God’s ways,
comparing him with the colt of a wild donkey – uncivilised and unruled – but that even
such as he can gain wisdom. He tells Job to put aside his lawlessness, prepare his
heart, do away with his bad attitude... and then he will feel well as God guides him...
1.



And Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite began to speak, saying:48

Job ––––– Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↩ 2. Will a multitude of words go unanswered? or will a mere boaster be in the right? 3. Will your empty
talk put adult men to silence while you keep deriding, with no-one to make you feel ashamed?! 4. For
you say:



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ “...My teaching is pure, and I have proved really clean in Your eyes.”
Yet O if only God Himself would speak49 and open His lips with you! 6. then He would tell you the
secrets of wisdom, for the things of practical wisdom are manifold. Also, you would know that God
allows some of your error to be forgotten for you.
5.

Can you make an examination of God? or can you find out the very limit of the Almighty? 8. It is higher
than heaven! – what can you accomplish [in examining His “limits”]? it is deeper than She´ol! – what can
7.

46
47
48
49

1 s t Samuel 16:7
The Hebrew is awkward to translate, but seems to indicate that just as God acted before, so He will act again if Job is found to be in error
While Zo´phar’s speech seems good, it is actually patronising to Job who has practiced all this advice
Job 38
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you know? 9. it measures longer than the earth and broader than the sea! 10. If He moves on and hands
[someone] over and calls a court, then who can resist Him? 11. for He understands futile men. [So] when
He sees wickedness, will He not consider it?
Even a hollow man can be given heart... though he may be born the colt of a wild donkey!50 13. If you will
really prepare your heart and spread out your palms to Him – 14. if you will put the lawlessness in your
hand far away, and let no unrighteousness dwell in your tents – 15. then you will raise your face without
blemish and you will become established, and you will not fear.
12.

For you will forget your toil – you will remember [it] as waters that have passed along – 17. and [your]
life’s duration  will arise brighter than [the sun at] midday – darkness will become like the dawn!
16.

and you will be confident because there is hope, and you will look carefully around... and you will lie
down in safety! 19. and you will stretch yourself out with no one to make [you] tremble, and many people
will seek your favour.51 20. And the very eyes of the wicked will fail – they will have no escape – and their
hope will be an expiring of the soul!52
18. –

12
Job reveals he has been a laughing stock for his appeal to God – but that mockers lack
goodness and a secure future.
In response to the instruction about wisdom, he declares that these three comforters are
the “new witnesses” brought to hurt him. God has placed wisdom and understanding in
all creation, which knows how God can build up and destroy, is wiser than the wisest of
men, and exposes things which men do not know.
1.



And Job proceeded to answer and say:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. For a fact YOU men are the people53  – and wisdom will die out with YOU!
I too have a heart as well as YOU; I am not inferior to YOU – and with whom are there not things like
these? 4. I became a laughingstock to my fellowman:
3.



mockers –––––

≺ “...the one who calls to God that He should answer him...”

– the righteous, unblameable one is a laughing stock!
The [self-] secure one feels contempt for the light of the upright one whose foot is about to slide.54  6.
The tents of the despoilers are unworried, and the ones enraging God have all the security of one who
holds a god [idol] in his hand!55
5.



Job ––––– Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 7. However, ask please the domestic animals, and they will instruct you; also the birds of

the heavens, and they will tell you. 8. Or ponder over the earth, and it will instruct you; and
the fish of the sea will declare it to you.

Who – among all these – does not well know that the hand of Jehovah has done this, 10. in Whose hand
is the soul of everyone alive and the spirit of all flesh of man? 11. Does not the ear itself test out words as
the palate tastes food? 12. Is there not wisdom among the aged and understanding [in] length of days? ...
13. wisdom and mightiness are with Him; He has counsel and understanding.
9.

Look! He tears down, that there may be no building up; He closes down a man and he will not be
opened up. 15. Look! He restrains the waters and they dry up... He sends them out and they overturn the
earth.
14.

50

Unruly and with no heritage of discipline i n his parents to guide him. Zo´phar was from Phi -lis´ti -a. See Genesis 16:12
Or “many will be weak before you”
52
Telling Job to be positive... then the wicked ones, and not him, will want to die!
53
Job casts them as the new witnesses brought to hurt him afresh Job 10:17 and sarcastically poses them as having no lawlessness or
unrighteousness Job 11:14 and sarcastically declares their souls to be the harbour for wisdom on the earth!
54
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah – the light bearer whose foot is about to totter John 3:19-20 See Psalm 73
55
Possibly the much more blasphemous “ have the security of one who holds God in his hand!”
51

Job
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Strength and practical wisdom are with Him; the deceiver and the one leading astray are known to
Him:
16.

He causes counsellors to walk barefoot... He makes judges foolish! 18. He loosens the bonds [of control
kings, and He binds a [workman’s] belt upon their hips; 19. He makes priests walk barefoot... He
subverts perpetual chieftains; 20. He makes the confident speechless... He removes the discretion of old
[wise, experienced] men; He is pouring out contempt upon the magnanimous and He weakens the girdle
21.
[strength enhancer, support] of powerful ones.
17.

forged by]

He exposes deep things from out of the darkness and He brings forth deep shadow to the light:56 23.
making the nations grow great... and He destroys them; enlarges the nations... and transports them
away;57 24. turning the heart of the chieftains of the people of the land and causing them to stray into a
desert, where there is no way. 25. They grope in darkness where there is no light [in order] that He may
make them wander about like a drunken man. 58
22.

13
Job denounces his comforters as weaving a patchwork of lies – while purporting to act
as legal representative for God!



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. Look! My eye has [already] seen all this! my ear has heard and considers it. 2. What YOU men know
I myself well know also; I am not inferior to YOU.

However, I would speak to the Almighty Himself and I would like to reason with God. 4. On the other
hand, YOU men are forgers of falsehood; all of YOU are worthless physicians! 5. If only YOU would keep
absolutely silent... that would be wisdom on YOUR part! 6. Hear now my counter-arguments and pay
attention to the [judicious] pleadings of my lips:
3.

Will YOU men speak unrighteousness on behalf of God? and will YOU [presumptuously] speak
deceit... for Him? 8. Will YOU be treating Him with partiality, or will YOU contend at law [employ
devious and biased reasoning] for the [true] God? Would it be good that He were to examine YOU, or
9.
will YOU trifle with Him – as one trifles with mortal man?
7.

He will surely reprove YOU if YOU try to show secret partiality; 11. does His dignity not make YOU
jump with fright? and the very dread of Him fall upon YOU? 12. YOUR “memorable sayings” are
proverbs of ashes [discarded waste, irritant?]! YOUR defences59 are like defences made of clay! 13. Keep
silent before me, that I may speak, then let come upon me whatever it may be!
10.

Why do I carry my flesh in my teeth and place my soul in my palm [as in a gamble]? 15. Even if He would
slay me, would I not wait? but I would plead to His face about my ways...
14.



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

↪

17.



...moreover He would also be my salvation,60  for no apostate will come in before
Him.
16.

HEAR my word clear through, and let my declaration be in YOUR ears.

Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐

Behold now! I have presented a case; I know that I shall be justified.
against me? for now if I were to become silent I should simply expire!
18.

20.

19.

Who will contend

Only two things do not do to me... and I shall not conceal myself from You:
21. [Do

not]

put Your hand far away from upon me,

And do not let the fright of You terrify me.

56
57
58
59
60

Resurrection promise Job 14:14-15
As was to happen to God’s Own people
Prophetic of the fall of Jerusalem John 12:25-26
Hebrew: “curved”. The curved – therefore stronger - wall which surrounds city -dwellers
In answer to the goading by El´i -phaz that the genuinely righteous saddened ones will be saved by God Job 5:11

Page 14 of 299

Job

22.

Either call that I shall answer; or may I speak, and You reply to me:

⇐

23.

what are my perversities and offences? Make me know my revolt and my sin.

Why do You conceal Your face61 and regard me as an enemy? 25. Will You harass a mere leaf
driven about in the wind, or will You pursue mere dry stubble? 26. For You keep writing bitter things
against me and You make me live with the [long-past] errors of my youth. 27. You also keep my feet
in the stocks and You marshal all my paths – You mark Your Own line for the soles of my feet, 28.
and it [my path] is wearing out like some rotten thing, like a garment which a moth eats up.
24.

14
In a prophetic chapter, Job prophesies about John the Baptist and Jesus Christ – his life,
his life span, his resurrection and his further return. He speaks of the resurrection – the
removal of the present heavens and the earth.
He sees God as no longer watching for his sins, but simply counting the days of Job’s
life, rather than bringing it to a merciful end



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ 1. Man born of woman is short of days, but filled with agitation. 2. He comes forth like a blossom
and is cut off,62 and he runs away like the shadow and vanishes. 3. Yes, You have opened Your
eye, and You bring me into judgement with You. 4. Who can produce someone clean out of
someone unclean? No-one!63

...If his days are decided [then] the number of his months is with You; You have made a
decree [of limit of years] for him that he may not go beyond64  6. Turn Your gaze from upon him
that he may have rest until he satisfies a debt, as a hired labourer does in his day. 7. For there
is hope for a tree – if it gets cut down, it will sprout again, and its own twig will not cease to
be. 8. If its root grows old in the earth and its stump dies in the dust, 9. [then yet] at the scent of
water it will sprout [again] and it will produce a bough like a new plant.65 
5.

...But a man dies and lies vanquished; an earthling man expires, and where is he? 11. As waters
disappear from a sea, and a river drains off and dries up, 12. so man also has to lie down and does
not get up – until heaven is no more66 they will neither wake up nor be roused from their sleep.
10.

O, that You would conceal me in She´ol, that You would keep me secreted until Your anger turns
back, that You would set a time limit for me and then remember me! 14. If a man dies, can he live
again? All the days of my compulsory service I shall wait until my relief comes: 15. You will call, and I
shall answer You! for You will have a yearning for the work of Your hands. 67
13.

as for] now You keep counting my very steps... You are not watching my sin, 17. for my revolt is
sealed up in a bag and You apply a label to my error.
16. [But

Yet a falling mountain will fade away, and a rock will be moved away from its place. 19. Water will
wear away the stones – its outpouring washes off earth’s dust. [In just this way] You destroy the
hope of man: 20. You overpower him forever so that he passes away, You disfigure his face [with
sadness] and You send him away. 21. His sons get honoured, but he does not know [it]; and they
become insignificant, but he does not notice them.
18.

But his [own] flesh – while upon him – will keep on aching, and his soul – while within him – will
keep on mourning.
22.

15
El´i-phaz equates Job’s words to belching – to being nothing more than a devious
sophist. He reminds Job that some of those seated there are older even than his father,

61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Psalm 69:17
Prophetic of John the Baptist and Christ being compared to him Matthew 11:11; Matthew 14:9; Mark 6:14
Prophetic of Jesus’ condemnation Matthew 26:63-65
Psalm 39:4 Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah John 7:5
Isaiah 6:11-13
Isaiah 65:17; 2 n d Peter 2:7-13; Revelation 21:1
Resurrection declared true Job 12:22; Psalm 104:30; See the Pharisees confidence declared at Acts 24:15
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and that he should listen and take note, accusing him of having a devious heart and a
loose tongue and a desire to drink in unrighteousness.
He paints a picture of what Job is: a wicked one destined to suffer pain, never to be sure
of anything, never to see his children thrive – because they will be destroyed by his
futility. This cruel lie comes from El´i-phaz – whose name means: “GOLD is my god!”
– who looks upon Job who has lost everything.
1.



And El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite answered saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

↩ 2. Will a wise person respond with windy knowledge – or will he fill his belly with the east wind!68 3.
Merely reproving with a word
themselves.

[against you]

is of no use and mere utterances will be of no benefit by

However, you are quashing fear [of God], and you diminish the having of any concern before God – 5. for
your error is training your mouth, and you choose to use the tongue of crafty people! 6. Your mouth
pronounces you wicked – not I – and your own lips testify against you.
4.

Were you the first man to be born? or were you brought forth [with labour pains] in advance of the hills?
Have you heard the confidential talk of God? and do you limit wisdom to yourself [alone]? 9. What do
you know that we do not know? what do you understand that is not also with us? 10. Both the greyheaded and the aged one are with us – one greater in days than your [very] father!
7.
8.

Are the consolations of God not enough for you, or a gentle word 69 toward you? 12. Why does your heart
carry you away, and why are your eyes scowling? 13. For you turn your spirit against God Himself! and [it]
has brought forth [such] words from your own mouth.
11.

What is man that he should be clean, or that anyone born of a woman70 should be in the right? 15. Look!
[God] puts no faith [even] in His Holy ones, and the [very] heavens are not clean in His eyes – 16. how
much less so when one is detestable and corrupt, a man who drinks in unrighteousness just like water!
14.

⇐

I shall show you – listen to me! I will relate what I have seen, 18. that which [genuine] wise ones tell
and which they did not hide, [it being] from their fathers, 19. to whom – alone – the land was given, and
no stranger passed through their midst:
17.

A wicked one suffers torment all his days, for the [whole] number of years reserved for the tyrant.
[even] in peacetime. He
21. The sound of dreadful things is in his ears; a despoiler comes upon him
22.
does not believe that he will come back from darkness – he [believes he] is reserved for a sword. 23.
He strays about in search of bread:
20.

“Where is it?”
– he knows that the day of darkness is near at hand for him.
Distress and anguish keep terrifying him... they overpower him – like a king in readiness for the
assault – 25. because he stretches out his hand against God Himself! and he tries to show himself
superior over the Almighty. 26. He runs against Him thick-necked – like the thickness of the rim of
his shield! – 27. because he has covered his face with his fattiness and has put fat upon his loins.
24.

He resides in doomed cities, in houses in which none will dwell, which are destined to become
heaps of stones. 29. He will not grow rich and his wealth will not mount up, nor will he spend his
wealth over the earth. 30. He will not leave the darkness; a [mere] flame will dry up his sprout and
he will go away at a blast of [God’s] mouth.
28.

Let him put no faith in futility... he is being led astray, for he will get futility in exchange; 32. it will
be fulfilled before his [final] day, and his palm-tree [the expected matured shoot] will not grow luxuriantly:
[futility] will maltreat his unripe grapes just like a vine, and cast off his blossoms just like an
33. It
olive tree 34. because the assembly of apostates 71 is sterile and fire will eat up the tents of bribery –
[the apostate’s] womb has prepared deceit [for them].
35. conceiving worry and giving birth to trouble, their
31.

68
69
70
71

El´i-phaz likens Job’s words t o belching
Implying that they have tried to portray consolation
Job 25:4
Listing sins which they then impute to Job, the n placing the label “apostate” on them!
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16
Job is tired and hurt by his companions – the toilsome comforters. He would not act
that way toward them.
He repeats that he is in pain, and does not understand why: he has been thrown to some
perverse divine one – and then to these wicked comforters! – and it seems that the harm
is unrelenting. He is resigned, yet keeps pushing to be heard – prophesying about the
death of the Mes-si´ah, which he is shadowing
1.



And Job answered saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. I have heard many things like these. All of YOU are toilsome comforters!
Is there an end to [YOUR!] windy words? or what irritates YOU, that you answer [in this way]? 4. I could
speak [contrivedly] as YOU men do... [but do not]. If YOUR souls were where my soul is, would I pile up
words against YOU and shake my head against YOU? 5. [No!] I would strengthen YOU with the words of
my mouth, and you would restrain the taunting of my lips.
3.

⇒ 6. If I speak, my pain is not relieved, but if I cease doing so, how am I eased?! 7. Only now He has made
me weary;



Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ You have made all those assembling with me desolate. 8. You filled me with wrinkles [loss of weight]
to witness against me, and my

[own]

failing flesh rises up against me and testifies in my face.

His [a divine evil one]  anger has torn [me] to pieces, and [yet, still] he harbours animosity against me;
he actually grinds his teeth against me – my adversary sharpens his eyes toward me.
9.

⇐

have widened their mouth against me, they have struck my cheeks with their
rebuke; they have gathered themselves together against me.
10. [Unhelpful

souls]

God [firstly] hands me over to a perverse one...  and then He throws me headlong into the hands
of wicked ones! [3 comforters]
11. –

I had come to be at ease [in my lifestyle], but he [the evil one]  broke me up. He grabbed me by the
back of the neck and dashed me to pieces, and he set me up as a target for himself. 13. His archers
encircle me, he splits open my mind and feels no compassion, he pours out my bile to the very earth. 14.
He keeps breaking through me with breach after breach, he runs at me like an aggressive tyrant.
12.

⇒

I have sewn72 sack-cloth together over my skin and I have thrust my horn in the very dust. 73 16. My
face has become reddened from weeping and there is deep shadow upon my eyelids, 17. although there
is no violence upon my palms and my prayer is pure.
15.



Job ––––– the earth

≺

18.

O earth, do not cover my blood!

...do not let that be the place for my outcry.[do not let me die without being heard]
See then: the One testifying about me is in the heavens, and my Witness is in the heights. 20. My
companions mock me; my eye weeps toward God.
19.

Oh that one could plead for a man toward God, just as for a son of man toward his associate, 74 22. for
within just a few years, and I shall go away by the path by which I shall not return.
21.

17
Job asks God to be guarantor for him, as he has become a target for wider ridicule and
abuse. Nevertheless, his mockers are also being turned upon, and some consoling
people wish an end to his suffering

72
73
74

A permanent garment, sewn into place – not one that is removed
His prominence and reputation have become nothing
Prophetic of the impossibility of Pilate, trying to release Jesus before the Jewish rulers John 19:12
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Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐ 1. My spirit has been bound, my days have been extinguished; the graveyard is ready for me. 2.
There is mockery around me, and my eye sees only their bitterness.

Please, be my surety – for who else will shake hands with me in a pledge? 4. For You have hidden
their heart from knowledge ; that is why You do not exalt them.
3.



Job –––––

↻ 5. If a man speaks flattery for his friends, even the eyes of his own children will fail him

6. He
has set me forth as a proverbial saying by peoples, and my face is a target; 7. my eye grows ever
dimmer because of sorrow, and my limbs are like shadows; 8. [but] upright people stare in amazement
at this, and the innocent one rouses himself against the hypocrite.



[be ashamed].

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

⇒ 9. The righteous one keeps holding fast to his way, and the one with clean hands will increase in

strength!75 10. However, YOU men: return now! Come on, please, as I do not find anyone wise among
YOU.

11.

My own days have passed along, my plans have been torn apart, [even] the wishes of my heart... 12. They
keep placing night beside the day:

[consoling people nearby]

‘Light is near on account of darkness.’ [“there will soon be an end to your suffering”]76
If I [do nothing but] keep waiting, my house will be She´ol; I shall have to spread out my berth in the
darkness. 14. I will call out to the pit:
13.

‘You are my father!’
– to the maggot:
‘My mother and my sister!’
15.

– so where, then, is my hope?– and who will see that hope?!

...[But] they [his troublesome comforters] will [also] go down to the bars of She´ol, when we all crumble into
dust together.
16.

18
Bil´dad has to address the crowd who are critical of him and the other 2 comforters.
He tells Job that his attempts are futile, then addresses the crowd with a blistering attack
on Job as unrighteous: the architect of his own demise, receiving the most terrible of
diseases for his sins, rightly having no descendants nor anyone to repurchase his
property and no memorial to his name. He tells how future generations will declare him
proverbially as a sinner, as one who never knew God
1.



And Bil´dad the Shu´hite proceeded to answer and say:
Upright people who are genuinely comforting Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↩ 2. How long will YOU people be at putting an end to YOUR talking [maligning us]? YOU should
understand that we have the last word! 3. Why should we be reckoned as beasts [and] be
regarded as unclean in YOUR eyes? 4. He is tearing his soul to pieces in his anger!



Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↩ Will the earth be loosened on account of you?! or a rock shift from its place?!

[are your words earth-

shaking?]

⇐ 5. Yes! the light of wicked ones will be extinguished, and the spark of his fire will not shine. 6.

Light will grow dark in his tent, and his lamp will be extinguished over it. 7. His forceful steps will

75

Job declares: “I am not worn out, but I keep my stan d before you all”
This would seem to be spoken by well -meaning people – causing the response by Bil´dad against them ( plural ). If his words of rebuke are to
be left unattributed to any audience, then this sentence could be interpreted more simply as “T hey [the 3 tiresome comforters] keep placing
night for day – light is in short supply because of the darkness”
76
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become cramped and his own “guidance” will cast him down.
For he is driven into a net by his own feet – he will walk onto a snare; 9. a spring net will seize
by the heel, a hidden noose will keep a hold upon him. 10. A cord lies hidden in the earth for
him, and a snare [waits] for him on [his] pathway: 11. terrible thoughts frighten him on all sides...
then explode at his feet! 12. His strength is exhausted and ruin stands at his side; 13. it will eat the
pieces of his skin – the firstborn of death77 [leprosy?] will eat his limbs. 14. His confidence will be torn
away from his tent and it will march him to the king of terrors [death]!
8.

[him]

Nothing of his [or “the disease behind his destruction (leprosy)”]78 will linger in his tent; sulphur will be
strewn upon his homestead; 16. his very roots will dry up underneath, and up above his bough will
wither – 17. the very mention of him will perish from the earth, and will have no memorial in the
street; 18. he will be driven out of the light into the darkness and be chased away from the
productive land. 19. He will have neither son nor descendant [grandson] among his people, nor anyone
[servant, inheritor] remaining in his residence. Future generations will stare in amazement at his day,
20.
just as those who preceded them were seized with horror, [saying]:
15.

21.

“These were the residences of a wrongdoer...

this is the place of one that has not known God.”

19
Job is exasperated at the continual and increasing ferocity of the unwarranted rebukes.
He declares that if – if – he is sinful, then the sin lies with him, and does not warrant the
slaughter of his children. And if – if – he is sinful, then this slaughter has a divine hand
behind it, which is not satisfied with the slaughter of his family and possessions and his
flesh, but is continually cruel.
Job wishes his words were written down – he is so tired of repeating them, just to be
mocked! – but knows he will see God because of his loyalty, and not be consigned to
eternal darkness. However his 3 comforters should be wary, because they hurt him
without cause.
1.



And Job answered, saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. How long will YOU men cause grief to my soul and crush me with words? 3. These ten times79 YOU

have caused me shame – yet YOU are not ashamed [that] YOU injure me. 4. If indeed I have made a
mistake, then my mistake would lodge with me! [not be inflicted upon my children]

If it is with good reason that YOU men put on great airs against me – and if YOU show my reproach to
be justified against me – 6. know, therefore, that God Himself! must have overthrown me, and closed His
Own hunting net upon me.80
5.

7.

Look! I keep crying out:
‘Violence!’

but I get no answer; I keep crying for help, but there is no justice.
He81  has blocked my path with a stone wall82 which I cannot climb over and has placed darkness upon
my roadways. 9. He has stripped my own glory [away] from me, and He takes away the crown from my
head.83  10. He pulls me down on all sides, and I go away and He pulls out my hope just like a tree. 11. His
anger grows hot against me, and He 84 reckons me as one of His adversaries. 12. His troops come all
8.

77

That is, a deadly disease – heir apparent to death
Or “nothing of his shall remain in his tent” The Hebrew speaks of “the nothing to him” or “the destruction to him” – meaning the leprosy
which caused his illness. This would explain the use of sulphur on the tent to burn it
79
Alluding to other scriptural instances where Godly ones were provoked ten times Genesis 31:7; Numbers 14:22; Nehemiah 4:12
80
Rhetorical rebuke to Job 18:8-10
81
Verses 8 to 20 are of the Christ
82
Prophetic of the wall surrounding Jerusalem
83
Christ’s Kingship being trampled on by his executioners
84
Symbolic of the authority of the Je wish rulers
78
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together and cast up their way against me – they encamp around my tent. 13. He has put my brothers far
away from me, and my acquaintances are estranged from me.
My kinsfolk have left me alone, and my familiar friends forgotten me – 15. foreigners who lodge in my
house, together with my slave girls, turn me away; I have become a stranger in their eyes. 16. I call to my
servant, but he does not answer, 85  even when I implore him with my own mouth. 17. My breath has
become loathsome to my wife, and I have become foul-smelling to the sons of my [mother’s] belly
[brothers].86 Young boys spurn me, and if I contend they answer back to me! [no respect for the older men] All
18.
19.
the adults of my group detest me, and those whom I loved have turned against me.
14.



Job (in emphasis) ––––– former companions and family

⇒

My skin and flesh cling tightly against my bones, and I am escaping
my teeth.
20.

[from death]

by the skin of

SHOW me some favour – some favour! – O YOU my companions, for God’s Own hand has
touched me. 22. Why do YOU people keep persecuting me as God does – why are YOU not satisfied
with [taking] my flesh?
21.

O that now my words were written down – that they were inscribed in a scroll, 24. were carved forever in
the rock with an iron stylus and [then filled with] lead!87 25. for I know that my redeemer is alive, and he will
rise up later upon the ground. 88 
23.

And after my skin falls from my flesh, I shall behold God! 27. whom even I shall behold for myself!89 and
[Whom] my eyes will see, though some stranger will not!
26.

My heart has failed deep within me, 28. for YOU men say:



El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite and Bil´dad the Shu´hite –––––

↻ ‘How shall we persecute him?’

– yet the very root of [the] matter is with me!90 

[“is none of your business”]

BE frightened yourselves before the sword – the sword against the sins of anger – in order that YOU
men may know judgement.91
29.

20
Zo´phar ( presumably an older man ) claims to be divinely inspired in his reply. He
speaks of the wicked being quickly dispatched because the wickedness eats into him. He
accuses Job of a noble stature built on defrauding the lowly ones! His fall comes at the
height of his success, and the repercussions of his sins fall on his children.
1.



And Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite proceeded to reply and say:

Job ––––– Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↩ 2. After that, my mixed feelings move me to reply, which is why I do so quickly. 3. I hear an insulting
reproof toward me! and a

[Divine]

spirit beyond my understanding replies for me. 92

Do you not know from of old, since man was placed on the earth, 5. that the joyful cry of wicked
people is short-lived and the rejoicing of an apostate is for but a moment? 6. Although his excellency
ascends to the skies and his head touches the clouds, 7. he will perish – forever! – like his own
dung. Those who used to see him will say:
4.

‘Where is he?’

85

Prophetic of the crowd thinking Christ is “calling to E -li´jah” ( Matthew 27:46-27 )
Mark 3:21; John 7:1-5;
87
Reference to Moses’ 2 n d set of stones, just as the Christ – the greater Moses – delivered the New Covenant
88
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah Acts 2:24 – also Job’s insistence that his property will not degenerate, but a redeemer will come to claim it, and it
will be inhabited again
89
Reference to John 5:37; 1 s t John 3:2
90
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah John 15:25; Psalms 35:19; 69:4; 109:3; 119:86
91
Job warns the four men that what has happened to him could happen to them also
92
Zo´phar claims to be divinely inspired in his reply
86
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but he will fly off like a dream, and they will not find him; he will be chased away like a vision of
the night. 9. The eye that looked upon him will not do so again, neither will his place behold him any
more. 10. His sons will seek the favour of lowly people, and his own hands will restore his [ill-gotten]
wealth. 11. His bones that were full of his youthful vigour will lie down with him in mere dust.
8.

Although wickedness tastes sweet in his mouth – although he savours it under his tongue – 13.
although he has compassion upon it and does not forsake it, and keeps holding it back in the midst
of his palate, 14. nevertheless the food in his intestines churns over: [the wickedness] is the very bile of
cobras inside him. 15. He has swallowed down wealth, but he will vomit it up – God will expel it from
his belly. 16. Whoever sucks the venom of cobras will be killed by the tongue of a viper. 93
12.

He will never see the channels from the streams flowing with honey and cream. 94 18. He will be
made to return [his] “acquired” property and will not swallow [it] down; to the same extent that
he acquired riches he will not enjoy them 19. for he has crushed and forsaken the lowly ones;95 he
has pillaged a house which he did not build. 20. He will not know inner peace; he will not escape by
means of his desirable things: 21. there is nothing left over for him to eat, so no man will attend to
his welfare.
17.

While his plenty is at its peak he will be feeling anxious; at the height of his sufficiency distress
will come against him. 23. Let it occur that as he is about to fill his belly, He [God] will send His
burning anger upon him and will rain [it] upon him [and] into his bowels. 24. He will run away from
an armour of iron... [and] a bow of copper will shoot through him; 25. he pulls it out of his back... and
lightning [pain] shoots out of his gall, and terrors overtake him.
22.

Every misfortune has been laid up for his treasured things; a fire that no one has fanned will eat
him up, and it will go badly with anyone left remaining in his tent. 27. Heaven will uncover his error,
and earth will rise up against him. 28. The income of his house will be stripped away and will be
poured forth on the day of His [God’s] anger.
26.

29.

This is the wicked man’s portion from God, his stated inheritance [on his children] from God.

21
1.



But Job replied saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. LISTEN, YOU men, attentively to my word and let this become YOUR consolations.
3.

Bear with me, and I shall speak – and after my speaking YOU may mock:

Is my concern [expressed] to man? and if so, why should my spirit not get impatient?96 5. Turn YOUR
faces to me... stare in amazement... and place [YOUR] hand upon [YOUR] mouth [in horror]. 6. If I remember
[the events] I begin to dismayed, and trembling takes hold of my flesh.
4.

Why is it that the wicked keep on living, grow old, and become superior in wealth?97 8. Their
posterity becomes firmly established with them right infront of them, and [that of] their children
before their very eyes. 9. Their houses are peace itself, free from dread, and the rod of God is not
upon them. 10. His bull impregnates – it does not waste semen – and his cow brings forth and
suffers no abortion.
7.

They bring forth new-borns by the flock – and their children go skipping about. 12. They keep on
raising [their voice] with the tambourine and harp, and keep rejoicing at the sound of the pipe. 13.
They spend their days in good times, and [mercifully] – in a [mere] instant98 – descend into She´ol.
11.

14.

Therefore [with reason] they say to the [true] God:

93

Prophetic of the little scroll with the 7 thunders Revelation 10:9-10
Exodus 3:8
95
Falsely maligning Job’s past actions
96
Interesting point which is absent in simply reading the previous chapters – Job is not impatient with the comforters, because his concern is
with Jehovah
97
Psalm 73
98
Not to emphasise a sudden death, but a swift one without prolonged pain
94

Job
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Almighty God ––––– wicked ones

⇐ ‘Turn away from us! We do not want to know about Your ways. 15. What is the Almighty
that we should serve Him? and how would we benefit by calling to Him?’

Look! Their well-being is not in their own hand – the advice of wicked ones is far from me. 17.
How many times is the lamp of the wicked ones extinguished, and [how many times] does disaster
come upon them and he apportion pains in his anger?...
16.

“They are like straw before a wind, like chaff that a storm wind has stolen away. 19. God
stores up one’s trouble for His sons; He will repay him so that he may know [it]. 20. His [a
wicked man’s] eyes will see his [own] decay, and he will drink from the rage of the Almighty.
21.
For what will his delight be in his house after him, when the number of his months is severed
[suddenly] in their midst?”
18.





Job 20:22-28

Job (mocking and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite) ––––– all nearby

≺

Would he [Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite] teach knowledge even to God, when that One
judges high ones?!
22.

one99 will die at the peak of his strength, being altogether carefree and at ease;
24. [when] his own thighs have become full of fat and the marrow of his bones is moist... 25. ...whereas
this other one100 will die with a bitter soul, having never eaten good things. 26. They will lie down
alike, in the dust, and maggots will form a cover over them [both].
23. [On

one hand] this

Look! I well know the contrived thoughts of YOU men and the schemes which YOU would inflict
against me; 28. for YOU say:
27.



El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite ––––– men they meet on their journeys

⇒ ‘Where is the house of the noble one [Job], where is the tent of the tabernacles of wicked
ones?’

– have YOU not asked those travelling over the roads? and do YOU not recognise their responses 30.
that on the day of disaster an evil one is spared, at the day of fury he is delivered?! 31. Who would [dare to]
confront him about his way to his face? and who will repay him for what he has done? 32. As for him, he
will be brought to the graveyard and a vigil will be kept over a tomb. 33. The clods of earth of a torrent
valley will be sweet to him, and he will drag all mankind after him, just as those before him were without
number.101
29.

⇒

34.

So how vainly YOU men try to comfort me, seeing that YOUR very replies are treacherous!

22
El´i-phaz delivers a truly patronising, soft-word speech to Job – even returning one of
Job’s phrases, in an effort to deter him from speaking again – and asking him to repent,
after which “he will be alright...”
1.



And El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite proceeded to answer and say:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

↩ 2. Can a man be of use to God unless a wise one is useful [to him]?102 3. Does the Almighty have any

delight in that you are righteous, or have any gain in that you make your way blameless? 103 4. Is He
reproving you for your reverence?! is that why He has entered into judgement over you? 5. ...Is [it not
because] your badness is too much already, and will there be no end to your errors?

99

Wicked, fat, well-lived
The screaming comes not from the dying wicked man, but from the dying Impoverished, innocent
101
Job is saying that the wicked are not given the cold comfort or criticism that these “comforters” are giving to him
102
Many different translations. “ unless the One [God] Who watches him is useful [to him]?” – that is, unless he takes notice of the Divine One
– or “ as if any wise man can be useful to Him”. The text g iven seems to match the tone of the “wise man” speaker
103
Now maligning the joy which God has in us!
100
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For you seize a pledge from your brothers without cause, and you stripped off the garments of
naked people. 7. You do not give the tired one a drink of water, and you withhold bread from the
hungry one... 8. ...but as for the strong man, the land is his! the highly-regarded one dwells in it! 9.
You have sent widows away empty-handed, and the arms of fatherless boys are crushed [lie limp at
their side through disappointment].104
6.

That is why snares are all around you and sudden dread disturbs you, 11. or a darkness that you cannot
see [deep despondency] and a heaving mass of water covers you [life becomes overwhelming].
10.

Is not God in the height of heaven? – and see:
have said:
12.



[He is]

the Principal over the high stars! 13. And yet you

Job (allegedly) –––––

⇒ ‘What does God know? Can He judge through thick gloom?!105 14. Dense clouds are a

concealment for Him so that He does not see, and He walks about on the roof of the heavens.’

You have kept the ancient path which lawless men tread – 16. [men] who were snatched away before
their time, whose foundation was established in the flood – 17. Who say to the [true] God:
15.



Law-less men (as epitomised before the flood) –––––

‘Turn away from us!’

and
‘What can the Almighty do to us?’
18.

...yet [you say] He fills their houses with good things?!
“The counsel of the wicked ones is far from me...”


19.



Job 21:16

The righteous ones will see and rejoice,106 and the innocent one will hold them [the wicked] in derision:

Righteous and innocent ones –––––

↻

20.

‘Our antagonists have not been hidden

[from God]

– a fire will eat up what is left of them.’

So now: acquaint yourself with Him, and be at peace; thereby good things will come to you. 22. Take
please107 the law from His mouth, and place His sayings in your heart. 23. If you return to the Almighty,
you will be built up; you will keep unrighteousness far from your tent.
21.

Leave precious ores in the dust and treat the gold of O´phir as a rock of the torrent valleys – 25. the
Almighty will become your precious ores and the choicest of silver to you – 26. then you will find your
exquisite delight in the Almighty, and you will raise your face to God: 27. you will make entreaty to Him...
and He will hear you, and you will pay your vows. 28. [Then] you will decide on something, and it will
become established to you – light will shine upon your ways, 29. for when someone is cast down people
say:
24.

“he was arrogant”
but He [God] will save the one with lowered eyes, 30. He will rescue a man who is not innocent, and he will
be rescued because of the [proposed contrite] cleanness of your hands.

23
Job – sickened by the tone of El´i-phaz – ignores any comment to him and reiterates that
he feels trembling at God, but would like to reason on why he has been stricken
1.

104
105
106
107

And Job replied saying:

This may be an outright slander, or a reference to the widows of those his servants who died in the great calamity which impo verished Job
1 s t Kings 8:12; 2 n d Chronicles 6:1 – Deuteronomy 4:11; Exodus 19:9; 2 n d Samuel 22:10; Psalm 18:9; Psalm 97:2
El´i-phaz is implying that Job is not rig hteous at-all
vs 22 -28 epitomise the kind of self-righteous shown by many religious ones

Job
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Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. Even today my thoughts are bitter – my hand is heavy [I am worn out] on account of my sighing.
If only I knew where I might find Him! so that I would go to His place... 4. I would present a case before
Him and I would fill my mouth with reasonings; 5. I would observe His answers toward me and I would
consider what He says to me. 6. Would He contend against me with a show of power? – no! but rather,
He would give me credence. 7. The upright one would reason together with Him there, and I would be
delivered forever from the one who judges me.
3.

Look! I go forward... but He is not there – and back again... but I do not perceive Him; 9. to the left
where He is working... but I do not behold [Him] – He turns aside [rests] to the right... but I do not see
[Him].
8.

For He well knows the way which I take. He has tested me out, so that I might come forth like gold! 11.
My foot has laid hold of His steps; I have kept His ways, and I do not deviate – 12. neither have I moved
away from the commandment of His lips. I have treasured up the sayings of His mouth more than what
is prescribed for me.
10.

...But He is in one108 – and who can resist Him?! whatever His soul desires, He will do [it]. 14. For He will
carry out completely what is prescribed for me – and there are many things like these [for others] with
Him. 15. That is why I feel disturbed before Him: the more I think about it, the more I am afraid of Him,
16. for God has made my heart timid –the Almighty Himself makes me tremble – 17. for I have not been
separated from misery [darkness], nor has He has covered the approach of death [deep gloom] from my face.
13.

24
...following on, Job describes the way of the wicked in contrast to his own: their coldheartedness, their deviousness and deliberate manner – an entire lifestyle! He quotes
his comforters who say that evil-doers are quickly snatched away, but Job retorts that
they thrive, they are confident, and they die in the same way as others – not in the way
that Job has.
So Job is declaring that something different is happening with him... this is the reason he
would like to reason with God



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. Why is it – seeing that appointed times are not hidden from the Almighty – that the very ones

knowing Him have not perceived [the time of] His [appointed] days [for action]? 2. – those who move back
boundary marks; who snatch away [an entire] drove [of livestock], that they may shepherd [it]; 3. who
drive off even the male ass of fatherless boys; 109 who seize the widow’s bull as a pledge; 4. who turn
aside the poor ones from the way? – the poor of the earth are forced to hide together...
...Look! They [the poor ones] go forth in the wilderness like wild asses in their activity: rising early,
looking for food [literally “fragments of prey”] – the desert plain [gives] each boy his meat! 6. They harvest
animal fodder from the field [as their grain], and scavenge from the vineyard of the wicked one. 7. They
pass the night naked without a garment, and without any covering in the cold. 8. They get drenched
from the rainstorm of the mountains, and they have to hug a rock because there is no shelter.
5.

...they [wicked ones] snatch away an orphan boy even from the breast, and they take [the very clothing as]
a pledge from someone poor; 10. they make the naked walk about without a garment – and take a sheaf
[the only grain] from the hungry.
9.

...they pass the noon-time between the terrace walls [no other shelter from the sun]; they have to tread
winepresses... and yet they go thirsty. 12. From out of the city comes the groaning of mature men
and the soul of wounded ones cries for help – and God does not act on the impropriety.
11.

These [the wicked] are the ones who rebel against light; they do not recognise its ways, nor dwell in its
roadways. 14. The murderer rises at daylight, slays the humble and the destitute, and during the night he
becomes a regular thief! 15. The adulterer’s eye waits for evening darkness [twilight], saying:
13.

108
109

“He is focussed, He has one thought / is of one mind”
vs 3 -12 concerning Job 22:9
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‘No eye will behold me!’
but [to be sure] puts a covering over his face...
In the darkness, the thief digs into houses – by day they keep themselves locked in, they are not
acquainted with daylight, 17. for morning is the same as deep shadow [foerboding of capture] for them, for they
recognise what the sudden terrors of deep shadow are.
16.

18. [YOU

say]:

“...he [the thief] is as light [fleeting] on the surface of the waters – their smooth manner will be cursed
in the earth, he will not face toward [South, toward the light] the way of the vineyards. 19. As drought and
heat snatch away the snow waters, so does She´ol toward those who have sinned! 20. The womb will
forget him, the maggot will sweetly suck him – he will not be remembered anymore and his
unrighteousness will be broken just like a tree.”
21.

...[but look!] he pastures110 the barren woman who has not borne [a child], but he will not help a widow.

He [God] draws along strong [wicked] people by their power – the one who will rise up and not place his
trust in others... 23. He [God] gives him confidence and so he supports himself, but His [God’s] eyes are upon
their ways. 24. They become exalted for a little while, then they are no more and are brought low. They die
just like everyone else: cut off like the head of an ear of grain. 25. If this is not so, who will call me a liar
and reduce my word to nothing?!
22.

25
1.



And Bil´dad the Shu´hite answered, saying:

Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↩ 2. Ruler-ship and fear are His [to dispense]; He makes peace on His heights. 3. Is there any number to His

troops? and upon whom does His [day]light not rise? 4. so how can mortal man be in the right before
God, or how can one born of a woman be clean?111 5. Look! even the moon it is not bright and the stars
are not clean in His eyes; 6. how much less so is mortal man, who is a maggot [numerous], and a son of
man, who is a worm [speaks rashly]!112

26
Job exposes Bil´dad’s plagiarism from El´i-phaz, and prophetically speaks of the Levi´a-than – the crooked serpent in the water – who inspires their worthless sayings
1.



And Job replied saying:

Job ––––– Bil´dad the Shu´hite

↪ 2. How have you been helpful to one lacking vigour? how have you freed an arm that lacks strength? 3.

How have you advised one who is without wisdom and declared practical wisdom to the multitude? 4.
Whose words are these? [from whom do you utter words]... whose breath has come forth from you?! 5. Ghosts
writhe from beneath the waters... and from those residing in them!113

She´ol is naked before Him, and destruction has no hiding place; 7. He stretches out dark[ness] over the
empty place, suspending the earth [over it] upon nothing;114 8. [just as] He wraps up the waters inside His
clouds so that the cloud mass is not split under them – 9. He holds back the face of His throne, spreading
out His cloud over it.115
6.

10.
11.

He has appointed a boundary upon the face of the waters, the extremities of [both] light and darkness.
The very pillars of heaven shook – astonished because of His rebuke.116 12. By His power He has stirred

110

Frequents and indulges whores ( barren woman ) for sex – with no possibility of responsibility being demanded of him – but a widow costs
money for no benefit to him, so he will not give
111
direct quote of El´i -phaz the Te´man -ite – not his own wisdom at-all! Job 15:14-16
112
See Psalm 22:6
113
Bil´dad is doing nothing more than quoting El´i -phaz Job 15:14-16 His words are the spirit of things of a bad source – El´i-phaz – as a reference
to Le-vi´a-than the crooked serpent in the water Isaiah 27:1
114
This does not describe the earth in orbit, but stresses that the She´ol is beneath the earth, which is not linked to it ( it is suspended, separate
– just as the cloud keep the water in mid -air ) – there is no means of travel for a m a n from She´ol back to the earth
115
Isaiah 66:1
116
Genesis 1:1-5

Job

Page 25 of 299

up the sea, and by His understanding He has broken the proud blusterer to pieces – 13. by His spirit He
has polished up heaven itself, His hand has formed the fleeing serpent.117
Look! These are the [mere] fringes of His ways – a [mere] whisper of a word from Him has been heard
– but who is able to understand His mighty thunder?118
14.

27
Job declares it would be sinful to agree – or approve – of his three comforters. A real
apostate would not call to God on every occasion the way that Job does. He tells them
plainly that they have seen and perceived and know the way apostates live and thrive...
and describes the fate of such ones as their days come to a close
1.



And Job continued to lift up his parable, saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. As God lives, Who has taken away my appeal – as the Almighty [lives], Who has made my soul bitter
– 3. while my breath is yet within me and the spirit of God is in my nostrils, 4. my lips will speak no
unrighteousness and my own tongue will murmur no deceit.

It is unthinkable on my part that I should declare YOU men [as righteous]! Until I expire, I shall not
take away my integrity from myself! 6. I have laid hold on my justness, and I shall not let it go; my heart
will not taunt [me] so long as I live – 7. whoever is my enemy will become a wicked man, and the one
revolting against me will be unrighteous. 8. For what is the hope of an apostate whom [God] has cut off,
when God [finally] carries off his soul? 9. will God hear his outcry when distress comes upon him? 10. will he
[the apostate] take delight in the Almighty? will he call to God on every occasion?!
5.

11.

⇒

I shall instruct YOU men by the hand of God... I shall not hide that which is with the Almighty...

Look! YOU have all perceived it [the way of the wicked one] so why are YOU so utterly vain? 13. This is the
share from God for the wicked man! – and they will receive the inheritance of tyrants from the
Almighty...
12.

...if his sons become many it will be for a sword, and his [actual] descendants will not have enough
food. 15. His survivors will be buried during a pestilence and their own widows will not weep. 16. If he
should gather silver like the dust and pile up garments like clay, 17. the righteous [one] would wear
what he has piled up, and the innocent [one] would have a share in the silver.
14.

He has built his house like a moth [a closed cocoon] – like the booth that a watchman would make.
19. He will lie down rich! – but it [his wealth] will not be gathered [upon waking]; he will open his
eyes, but it will be gone.
18.

Sudden terrors will overtake him like destructive waters; a storm wind will steal him away at
night. 21. The east wind will carry him off and he will go away – it will drive him away from his place
22. and it will hurl itself at him and have no compassion – he will run away from it speedily. 23. People
will clap their hands at him and whistle at him from his place.
20.

28
Job describes man’s search for gems – conscious of the character of El´i-phaz – and
contrasts this with the search for wisdom.
He explains that wisdom comes from God alone and is worth far more than any gems



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. Indeed, there is a vein for silver and a place to extract gold; 2. iron is taken from the soil and copper is
smelted from stone. 3. [Man] sets an end [mine face] in the darkness119
extremity of the gloom and the shadow of death:

117

sa

and he examines stones in every

Likely a constellation in the night sky
Special knowledge Revelation 10:1-4
119
Literally “man sets an end to/against/at the darkness” – which makes little sense. This is possibly a scribal error, substituting a La´mech for a
yohd. The clear meaning of the entire sentence is one of mining, of digging a hole, which a yohd “an end IN the darkness” woul d depict. This is
likened to “the shadow of death – She´ol
118
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He sinks a [mine] shaft away from where [people] are dwelling, places which feet have forgotten –
devoid of wandering men; 5. its land bring forth food, but underneath it, it has been upturned as if
by fire. 6. Its stones are a home to sapphire, and its soil [scrap rock] to gold! 7. The track is unknown
to birds of prey, the falcon’s eye has not glanced at it, 8. The majestic beasts have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion paced over it.
4.

Man] has thrust out his hand upon the flint and has overthrown mountains from [their] root.
He
has
opened up channels in the rocks and his eye has seen every precious thing. 11. He has
10.
dammed up the sources of rivers and brought forth to the light whatever was concealed.
9. [...but

12.

...but wisdom – where can it be found? and where is this mine[shaft] of understanding?

Man has not come to know its value! and it is not found in the land of the living. 14. The watery deep
has said:
13.

‘It is not in me!’
– the sea too has said:
‘It is not with me!’
It cannot be exchanged for gold, and silver cannot be weighed out as its price. 16. It cannot be paid for
with gold of O´phir, with precious onyx stone and the sapphire – 17. it cannot be compared against gold
and crystal120 and it cannot be exchanged for refined gold. 18. [In comparison] coral and rock crystal are
unremarkable – the possession of wisdom is above [mere] gemstones! 19. The topaz of Cush cannot be
compared to it – it cannot be equated with gold ore [guaranteed unadulterated].
15.

Where does wisdom come from? and where is this mine of understanding? 21. It has been hidden even
from the eyes of everyone alive, and been concealed from the flying creatures of the heavens... 22.
...destruction and death have said:
20.

‘Our ears have heard a rumour of it...’
God understood its way, and He knows its location – 24. for He Himself looks to the very ends of the
earth; He sees under the whole heavens. 25. When He made the wind have weight by balancing [it] with
a portion of the waters [wind hold water aloft] – 26. when He made a regulation [a form, structure, boundary] for the
rain, and a path for the lightning from thunder – 27. then He saw [wisdom] and rehearsed it and prepared
it and searched it through. 28. And He said to man:
23.



Almighty God ––––– earthling man

⇒ Look! ‘wisdom’ means ‘the fear of Jehovah’,
and ‘understanding’ is ‘the turning away from what is bad’. 121

29
Job reminisces about his peaceful days, and describes how much goodness flourished
for so many people because he clothed himself with God’s righteousness. Even dying
men blessed him as they died, and their widows were more than eased because their
husbands – though deceased – had died genuinely happy! And at that time Job was
secure, and valued, and useful, and wealthy, and still had his children around him...
1.



And Job [again] continued his parable, saying:

Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 2. O that I were as in the former months ... in the days when God was guarding me; 3. when His lamp

shone upon my head, [when] I would walk [through] darkness by His light – 4. just as I happened to be
in the days of my prime when the council of God was upon my tent, 5. when the Almighty was still with
me, [when] my children were all around me... 6. when my steps were bathed in butter and rock would
pour out streams of oil for me; 7. when I would go forth to the city gate and prepare my seat In the
public square!

120
121

Glass – possibly crystal or diamond, perhaps opal
Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 9:10
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Youths would see me... and they hid themselves! – and even the aged ones rose and stood up! 9.
Princes restrained their words... they would put their palm upon their mouth – 10. the voice of
leaders were hidden, their tongue clinging to their palate 11. While their ear listened attentively –
and then it blessed me and the eye saw and bore witness for me...
8.

[Even]

...for I would rescue the afflicted one122  crying for help and the fatherless boy and anyone
that had no-one to help him. 13. The blessing of the one about to perish would come upon me... I
[actually] caused the heart of the widow to be glad!
12.

I put on righteousness and wore it as a robe, and my justice was like a turban: 15. I became eyes
to the blind one and I was feet to the lame one, 16. a father to the destitute and I would examine
contentions that were brought to me [lit. that I did not know]... 17. and break the jaw of the wrongdoer
and tear the prey from his teeth!
14.

18.



And I used to say:

Job –––––

↻ ‘I will die [in the comfort of] my home and I shall multiply my days like the [grains of] sand.’
My root spread widely to the waters, and dew lodged upon my bough. 20. My glory was fresh [not an
with me, and my bow was always ready in my hand. 21. People listened to me, and
they waited – they would keep silent for my counsel. 22. They would not speak again after I had
spoken, but my word would drip upon them [refreshingly] – 23. they waited for me as for the rain! as
when they opened wide their mouth for the spring rain. 24. I would smile at them when they would
not believe – they did not cause the light of my face to falter. 25. I would choose the way for them –
I sat as the head and resided as a king among [his] troops, one who comforts the mourners...
19.

inherited position]

30
Job tells how those he helped – even the lowest of them – now mock him. His reputation
is stripped away, and respect has been changed into cruelty – a state which he sees also
in God’s actions to him... yet he recalls how he would help those in need...
But now his health is seriously challenged – raw flesh is drying out as his skin falls off,
and he has no joy left in him.



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪ 1. ...but now those [now older] youths123 laugh at me – ones whose fathers I would have refused to place

with the dogs of my flock... 2. ( the strength of their hands of no use to me, since their maturity124 had
strayed )
they [the mocking youths] are sterile [isolated] because of want and hunger, gnawing at a waterless
region – the devastation and desolation of yesterday.125 4. They pluck the salt herb by the bushes,
and the root of broom trees as their meat. 5. They are driven away from the community – for people
shout at them as at a thief – 6. [they have] to dwell on the slope of torrent valleys in holes of the
ground and in rocks. 7. They cry out among the bushes [through hunger], they become scraped under
brambles, 8. [those] sons of the senseless and sons of unknown parents, who have been driven out of
the land.
3.

...And now I have become [the theme of] their song, I am a [laughable] byword to them. 10. They loathe me,
they keep far away from me – but they do not hold back from spitting in my face! – 11. for [God] loosened
[my] bowstring and is humbling me, and they have loosened the bridle [their loyalty] from before me.
9.

A brood rises up at [my] right hand – they push my feet away and mount up their well-trodden paths
of destruction upon me – these who have no helper126 have torn down my pathways and they advance
my ruin – 14. they have come upon me as through a wide breach, rolling their devastation upon me.
12.

122

A response to the cruel slander of Zo´phar the Na´a -ma-thite Job 20_18-20
Job 29:8
124
( “maturity” – perhaps meaning their fathers ) The age -old problem... a child is raised in a way, but loses their maturity when grown to pursue
a man’s desires. How could a man who strays prevent sheep from straying?
125
Even when despised and abused by them, Job cannot avoid feeling like a father to them, he still feels for their plight and ha tes those who made
them like that Job 24:4-8
126
Though he always helped them Job 29:12
123

Page 28 of 299

Job

Sudden terrors have turned upon me chasing away my reputation like the wind – like a cloud my
salvation [his reputation] has drifted away. 16. And now my soul is poured out within me, days of affliction
have seized me – 17. at night [pain] pierces me to the bone, and my gnawing [pains] never stop. 18. The
spread [puss, seeping] of my disease hides itself in my clothing... it binds to me like the collar of a tunic.
15.

19.



He [God] has brought me down to the clay and so I look like dust and ashes:

Almighty God ––––– Job

⇐

20.

I cry to You for help but You do not answer me; I have stood, that You might look at me...

...You have turned Yourself to become cruel to me; You are persecuting me with the might of
Your hand. 22. You lift me to the wind, You cause me to ride upon it – then You dissolve my support
[not living] – to the meeting-house for every
23. For I know that You are making me turn back to death
living person.
21.



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪

Surely he would not push [someone] away into the grave if they implore [Him] whilst He is chastising
them?! 25. Did I not weep for the one in trouble? Was my soul not sorry for the needy? 26. Although I
expected good, bad came – and I kept awaiting the light, but gloom came.
24.

My intestines are in turmoil and will not rest – the days of affliction prevent me. 28. I walk about in
sunless mourning; I rise up in the congregation, I cry for help – 29. I have become a brother to jackals
[howling] and a companion to the daughters of the ostrich [screeching]. My skin has become black [and
30.
flaking] off me, and my bones became hot from the dryness. 31. And my harp has turned [from delight] to
mourning, and my pipe [from restful tunes] to the voice of the weeping.
27.

31
Job ends his contentions with a clear and all-encompassing plea of his righteousness –
offering himself if he has been sinful in any way, and declaring he has not committed
many named sins. He also chides El´i-phaz – the lover of money – also pagan
worshippers and those who delight in misfortune among his comforters.
In closing, he yearns for the Almighty to write down His contention with him, so that he
might answer – for Job’s conscience is very clear.



Job ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite, Bil´dad the Shu´hite and Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite

↪

I have concluded a covenant with my eyes... so how could I gaze on a virgin? 2. for what award is there
from God above? what inheritance from the Almighty from on high? 3. Is there not
calamity for a wrongdoer and misfortune for those practising what is hurtful? 4. Does He not see my
ways and count all my steps? 5. If I have walked with [men of] untruth or if my foot has hastened to
deceit 6. He will weigh me in accurate scales and will get to know my integrity.
1.

[after doing that]

If my step has deviated from the way, or my heart has walked merely after my eyes, or any defect has
stuck in my own palms, 8. then let me sow seed but let someone else eat, 127  and let my own
descendants be rooted out. 9. If my heart has been seduced by a woman and I have lain in wait at the
entrance-way of my companion, 10. then let my wife do the grinding128 for another man and let other men
kneel down over her – 11. for that would be a heinous crime and an evil for the judges [to deal with], 12.
because that is a fire that would eat clear to destruction and it would uproot all my produce.
7.

If I spurned the judgement of my slave man or of my slave girl in their contention with me, 14. then what
could I do when God rises up? and when He calls for an accounting, how could I answer Him? 15. Did not
the One making me in the womb make [my slave man], and did not just One prepare us while in the
womb?
13.

If I hold back the lowly ones from [their] delight, or [if] I cause the eyes of the widow to fail, 17. or [if] I
used to eat my morsel by myself while the fatherless boy did not eat from it – 18. ( for he grew up with me
from my youth – as with a father – and I led her from the belly of my mother ) – 19. if I have seen anyone
perishing from having no garment, or the poor one without covering – 20. if his loins did not bless me, nor
warm himself from the shorn wool of my young rams; 21. if I shooed away the fatherless boy when I was in
16.

127
128

– see fulfilment in John 4:37
Make bread... also a euphermism for being a concubine
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the gate when I could see that he needed my help... 22. – then let my own shoulder blade fall from its
shoulder, and let my own arm be broken from its socket, 23. for destruction from God was a dread to me,
and I could not hold out against His dignity.
24.

If I have put gold as my confidence, or I have said to gold:
‘You are my trust!’ 129

– if I have rejoiced because my estate was vast, and because my hand had acquired an abundance, 26. –
if I used to see the light [sun] when it would flash forth, or the full moon as I walked along, 27. and my
heart began to be enticed [to worship the stars] in secrecy and my hand kissed my mouth [in pagan worship of
them], that too would be an error for [attention by] the justices, for I should have denied the [true] God
28.
above.
25.

⇒

Have I rejoiced at the death of anyone intensely hating me, 130 or felt excited because evil had found
him? 30. Neither have I allowed my palate to sin by asking for an oath against his soul. 31. Was there any
man in my tent who did not say:
29.

‘Who can produce anyone that has not been satisfied with meat from him
32.

[Job]?!’

– no alien resident would spend the night outside; I kept my doors opened to the traveller.

If I covered over my transgressions like Adam by hiding my error in my bosom [heart] 34. because I would
be afraid before a large crowd or because the contempt of relatives caused me dismay, then I would
keep silent, I would not go out of the entrance.
33.

O that I had someone listening to me. See! My desire is that the Almighty Himself would answer me,
that my contender had written [his accusation] in a scroll! 36. For sure I would carry it upon my shoulder; I
would bind it around me like a grand crown. 37. I would tell him the details of my steps; I would approach
him like a prince.
35.

If my own ground would cry against me for aid and its furrows would also weep; 39. if I have eaten its
fruitage without money, or caused the soul of its owners to pant, 40. then let the thorny weed go forth
instead of wheat, and stinking weeds instead of barley.
38.

The words of Job have come to an end.

32
We meet E-li´hu – a fourth, and so far silent man before Job.
When the 3 comforters stop replying to Job on account of him asserting that he is
righteous, the younger E-li´hu criticises them all in a long speech
1.

So these three men stopped replying to Job, for he was righteous in his own eyes.
...But the anger of E-li´hu – the son of Bar´a-chel [“God blesses”] the Buz´ite of the family of Ram131 –
grew hot: his anger blazed against Job for declaring his own soul as righteous, rather than God. 3.
Also his anger was kindled against his three companions because they had not found an answer –
and so passively condemned God as wicked.132
2.

Now E-li´hu waited as Job spoke, because they were [all] older than he was in days. 5. But when Eli´hu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of the three men, then his anger was kindled...
4.

6.



And E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite proceeded to answer and say:
El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite of the family of Ram

↩ I am young in days and YOU men are aged, that is why I drew back and was too respectful to
disclose my knowledge to YOU men. 7. I said

129

[to myself]:

A slight toward El´i -phaz Job 2:11
This condemns religions who order their people to pray for the death of apostates. See also Jude 1:9
131
Ancestor of Bo´az and David and Jesus Christ Ruth 4:19
132
“wicked” by saying God Himself was bringing those harmful incidents upon Job. Some manuscripts by the Sopherim chan ged the Hebrew from
God to Job, thus some translations read: “yet regardless they condemned J o b as wicked” – however this would be less likely to inflame their
younger companion E-li´hu
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Job

↻ ‘Days should speak, a multitude of years should make wisdom known...’
...but there is a spirit in men, and the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding – 9. it is
not those merely abundant in days that are wise, nor just the old ones that understand judgement
– 10. which is why I say:
8.

⇐ ‘Listen to me. I shall declare my knowledge – yes, even I.’
⇐



Look! I have waited on the words of YOU men, I kept pondering on YOUR reasonings while
YOU searched for the words [to say], 12. and I kept my attention turned toward YOU... and behold!
there is no one correcting Job nor answering his sayings among YOU 13. that YOU may say:
11.

El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar –––––

≺ ‘We have found wisdom; it is God that drives him away, not a man.’
14.



As he has not directed his words against me, so I shall not reply to him with YOUR speeches.

Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

↩

They [the three comforters] are broken, they will not answer again – they have moved away from
speeches. 16. I waited – for they were not speaking... they just stood still, they did not reply anymore...
15.

...So I shall say my part, I shall disclose my knowledge 18. For I have become filled with words – the Spirit
pressures my body, 19. for look! my body is like wine that has not been opened – it is ready to burst like
new wine-skins.133
17.

I will speak... and so breathe freely, I shall open my lips and will answer [you]. 21. I will not show
partiality to any man and I shall not flatter a man, 22. for I do not know how to flatter; even a little, and
my Maker would carry me away.
20.

33


Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

↩ 1. So then, O Job, please hear my declarations, and give ear to all my words.
Look, please! I have to open my mouth; my tongue has to speak with what is tasteful. 3. My sayings are
the uprightness of my heart and my lips will declare purified knowledge – 4. God’s Own spirit makes me
act, and the breath of the Almighty keeps me alive.
2.

If you are able to make reply to me, bring it before me – stand up. 6. Look! I am as a mouthpiece for
God, but I too was shaped from the clay. 7. Look! No frightfulness in me will terrify you, and my hand will
not be heavy upon you. 8. ...only you have said in my ears – and I keep hearing the echo of [your] words:
5.

‘I am clean without transgression; I am pure, and there is no evil in me.
Look! [God] finds reasons to alienate me, He takes me for one of His enemies.
11. He puts my feet in the stocks, He marshals all of my paths.’
9.

10.



Job 23:11 ; Job 29:14 ; Job 16:9 ; Job 13:27

Look! you have not been righteous in this – for God is greater than mortals. 13. Why have you
contended against Him, because He will defend any of His matters. 14. For God speaks once, and then
twice – though one does not regard it – 15. in a dream, a vision of the night, when deep sleep falls upon
men, during slumbers upon the bed. 16. It is then that He uncovers the ear of men and He puts His seal
on exhortation to them, 17. to separate a man from his deed [achievement] and cover the pride of even a
mighty man:
12.

He holds back his soul from ruin and his life from perishing by a missile. 19. And he is reproved with pain
upon his bed with the continual quarrelling of his bones 20. so that bread seems loathsome to his [view of]
life, and [instead] his soul yearns for meat.134
18.

133
134

E-li´hu acts as a new wine -skin, filled with God’s spirit Matthew 9:17; Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37-39 ;
Grumblers in the exodus Exodus 16:2-3
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His flesh wastes away from sight, and his bones which were not seen begin to stick out; 22. his soul
draws near to the pit, his life to those inflicting death.
21.

If there is a messenger for him – a mediator, one in a thousand, 135  to tell man of his [the man’s]
uprightness, 24. and He [God] favours him [the man] and says:
23.



Almighty God ––––– angelic redeemer

≺ ‘Retrieve him from descending into the pit: I have found a ransom! 25. Let his flesh become
fresher than in youth; let him be restored to the days of his youth.’

– he [the man] will make entreaty to God that He may take pleasure in him, and [the mediator] will see his
face with joyful shouting, and [God] will restore it [his life] to the man for his righteousness. 27. He [the man]
will look at men and say:
26.



a man turned aside from his bad deed, reproved by a messenger of God –––––

↪ ‘I have sinned; and I have perverted what is upright, and it did not benefit me. 28. [God] has
redeemed my soul from passing into the pit – my life has seen the light.’

– see! God performs all these things many times with mighty men 30. to turn back his soul from ruin, so
that he may be enlightened with the light of life.136
29.

Pay attention, O Job! Listen to me! Keep silent, and I shall speak. 32. If you have any response, then
reply to me – speak, for I want to justify you – 33. [but] if there are none [no responses] then listen to me;
keep silent, and I shall teach you wisdom.
31.

34
E-li´hu challenges the 3 comforters to produce a verdict, rather than more words. Job
has claimed to be righteous and so challenges God, but if God were given all his
authority, then the one who challenges Him would bring about the destruction of
earthling man.
God is impartial, and will not repay Job or any man according to his obtuse attitude to
judgement.
1.



And E-li´hu continued responding by saying:
El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

↩ 2. LISTEN to my discourse, YOU “wise” ones, and give ear to me, YOU who know – 3. for the ear

makes a test of words just as the palate tastes when eating. 4. Let us choose a verdict amongst
ourselves [rather than further debate], to know what is good between ourselves. 5. For Job has said:
‘I am right, but God has turned aside my due judgement. 6. Should I misrepresent my own
judgement? My wound is incurable yet there has been no transgression.’



Job 29:14 ; Job 27:2 ; Job 9:17
Job ––––– El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar

What valiant man is like Job, [who] drinks up derision like water 8. and travels the path of those
who practice lawlessness and walks with men of wickedness – 9. for he has said:
7.

‘An able-bodied man does not profit by having pleasure in God.’


10.

Job 9:22

Therefore listen to me YOU men of heart:

Far be it from the [true] God to act wrongly! and the Almighty to act unjustly! 11. for He will repay a
man’s work to him, and He will cause it to come upon him according to a man’s path. 137 12. Yes,
surely God does not act wrongly, nor will the Almighty pervert judgement.

135
136
137

Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah – Ze´lah -ha-E´leph [“a rib in a thous an d” ] the burial place of the King of Israel, King Saul Joshua 18:28
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah – John 8:12
Job 42:8
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“Who” has assigned the earth to Him? “who” has appointed all of its people [under Him]?! 14. If
“he” were to set his heart upon Him, if he were to gather His [God’s] spirit and breath to himself, 15.
[then] all flesh would expire together, and earthling man will return to the dust!
13.



Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

↩

16.

So if

[you have]

understanding, then hear this! give ear to the call of my words.

Really will anyone who is hating justice govern? and will you condemn a righteous and powerful one? 18.
– to say to a king:
17.

‘You are good for nothing’
[or]

to nobles:
‘You are wicked’ ?

much less] to One Who has not shown partiality to princes and does not favour the noble one over
the lowly one... for all of them are the work of His hands: 20. they die in a moment, even in the middle of
the night; the people shake back and forth... and then pass away, [even] the powerful ones depart by
[what is] no [man’s] hand. 21. For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He sees all his steps – 22. there is
neither darkness nor any deep shadow where those practising lawlessness may conceal themselves, 23. for
He sets no appointed time for any man138 to go to God in judgement.
19. [How

He breaks powerful ones without any investigation and He makes others stand up instead of them – 25.
hence He scrutinizes their works and He overthrows [them] at night, and they get crushed. 26. He slaps
them [just as He does to] wicked ones before the faces of onlookers 27. because they have turned aside from
following Him, and they have not considered any of His ways, 28. so as to bring the outcry of the lowly one
to Him... and so He hears the outcry of the afflicted ones.
24.

When He causes rest, who can disturb it? – and when He conceals [His] face, who can behold Him,
whether it is toward a nation or toward a man? – 30. so that an apostate may not reign, that there be noone to ensnare the people.
29.

31.

For will anyone actually say to God Himself:
‘I have borne [suffering], although I do not act corruptly; 32. Teach me what I did not perceive; if I
have committed any unrighteousness, I shall not do [it] again’ ?

Will He give recompense from your standpoint because you [Job] spurn [judgement]? You must choose,
and not I... say what you know [to be true]!
33.

34.

Let men of conscience say to me – even a wise valiant man who is listening to me:
35.

‘Job speaks without knowledge, and his words are without wisdom.’

My desire is for Job to be tested out to the limit for his answering like wicked men. 37. For on top of his
sin he adds revolt; he claps [his hands in derision]139 among us and multiplies his sayings against the [true]
God!140
36.

35
E-li´hu compares Job to the beasts of the field and to those who cry out in their
oppression – but not to God! We should be wiser than the beasts in the field, not
disregarding Him – as Job is by proclaiming his own righteousness
1.



And E-li´hu continued, saying:

Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

⇐ 2. Is this what you have regarded as justice? You have said:
‘My righteousness is more than God’s.’

138
139
140

“places no [advanced] notice”. See John 7:6
Job 36:18
Job 35:16
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3.

for you say:
‘Of what use is it to You? What benefit do I have more than by my sinning?’


4.

Job 10:7 ; Job 9:22

I shall answer you and your companions with you:

Look up to heaven and see, and behold the clouds, [that] they are higher than you. 6. If you sin, what do
you accomplish against Him? and [if] your revolts increase, what do you do to Him? 7. If you are really in
the right, what do you give to Him? – or what does He receive from your hand? 8. your wickedness is
against a man – like you – and your righteousness toward a son of man.
5.

The oppressed call for help because of the multitude of oppressions – they keep crying for help because
of the arm of the great ones – 10. and yet none says:
9.

‘Where is God my Grand Maker, the One giving melodies in the night?’141
He is the One teaching us more than the beasts of the earth, and He makes us wiser than even the
flying creatures of the heavens. 12. There [among unwise ones] they [the oppressed] keep crying out,
but He does not answer because of the arrogance of the bad ones.
11.

[far-seeing]

God does not hear the untruth [spoken by people], and the Almighty does not inspect it – 14. you say you
do not behold Him, yet the legal case is before Him, and so you should wait anxiously for Him142 – 15.
because He has not visited with His anger, He has also not taken note of the extreme rashness... [in Job’s
sentiments] ...so Job has opened his mouth wide for nothing; he multiplies words without knowledge.143
16.
13.

36
E-li´hu states truth of God: He will not preserve the wicked alive, but will exalt the
humble as if to the thrones of kings. He uses their sufferings as a means to open their
ears to His counsel – but with dire consequences for those who close their ears.
Job’s intransigence places him in the judgement of wicked ones, but he can still humble
himself
1.



And E-li´hu said further:

Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

↩ 2. Stay around me a little while, and I shall show you, because there is more to say about God. 3. I shall
fetch my knowledge from afar, and I shall ascribe righteousness to the One Who is fashioning me.
For my words are for a fact no falsehood – one with undefiled knowledge is with you.

4.

Look! God is mighty and will not reject a mighty one of good heart. 6. He will not preserve anyone
wicked alive, but He gives due justice to the afflicted ones. 7. He will not withdraw His eyes from
the righteous, but – like kings to the throne! – he causes them to be seated forever, and they will
be exalted.
5.

And if they are bound in fetters [sins of the past] – caught in ropes of affliction – 9. then He will tell
them about their deeds and transgressions by which they have become proud [before God]. 10. And
He will open their ear to reproof and He will say that they should turn back from lawlessness; 11. if
they obey and serve, they will finish their days in what is good and their years in pleasantness, 12.
but if they do not obey, they will pass away – perhaps even by a missile – and they will expire
without gaining knowledge...144 13. ...but those apostate in heart are storing up anger for themselves,
for they do not cry for help because He has bound them. 14. Their soul [breathing real life] will die in
their youth [in immaturity], and their [limited] life among male temple prostitutes.
8.

141

Job 33:14-17
The wisdom of E-li´hu shows his insight into God’s ways, things that were hidden from men – including Job – at the start
143
Job 34:37; Job 38:2
144
This is a significant statement by E-li´hu – that people who do not listen to God will end their days withou t understanding of Him, He Who is
their future and resurrector. Their apprenticeship life will have been wasted
142
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He liberates the humble one in his affliction and uncovers their ear during the distress – 16. and
He will also certainly allure you from the mouth of distress! – [a] broader space, not constraint,145
will take its place, with good rich food filling your table...
15.

...But the judicial sentence upon the wicked one applies to you, [and that] judgement and verdict will be
upheld. 18. For [take care] that rage does not allure you into [derisory] hand-clapping,146 nor let the [onerous]
size of the ransom lead you astray.
17.

With what will He compare your cry? Not with gold, nor all the forces of strength. 20. Do not pant for
the night – where one ascends over people beneath them [adopt an air of secluded superiority] – 21. be on your
guard against turning to hurtfulness, that you choose this rather than affliction.
19.

Look! God is inaccessible in His power – who can instruct like Him?! 23. Who oversees Him on His way,
and who has said [to God]:
22.

‘You have committed unrighteousness’ ?! 
Remember that you should magnify His activity of which men have sung. 25. All mankind have gazed
upon it; mortal man keeps on looking [at it] from afar. 26. Behold! God is more exalted than we can
know, His years are beyond counting, 27. for it is He Who [has always] draws up the drops of water; they
filter as rain for His mist, 28. which the skies exude, dripping abundantly upon mankind.
24.

Indeed, who can understand the expansion of the cloud,147 the crashings [thunder] of its lair? 30. Look! He
has spread out His light over it – and He covers the bottom of the sea, 31. for by them He rules the
peoples, giving food in abundance. 32. He fills His hands with lightning and commands it to strike, 33. His
booming [thunder] tells about it [the lightning], also to livestock of what is about to come.
29.

37
It seems that this speech is actually prompted by a storm which is taking place, ad God
speaks to Job from out of the storm in the next chapter.
God’s power to shape the weather – to bestow punishment, or for the land, or to bestow
a blessing – so effective that the animals understand its meaning. Job is challenged to
explain or perform these things, to calm a violent sky into a peaceful smooth shining
mirror. Should any man speak to God, at the risk of death through presumptuousness?
So all men are encouraged to revere Him.



El´i-phaz, Bil´dad and Zo´phar ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

⇐ 1. Indeed my heart trembles at this and leaps up from its place. 2. LISTEN attentively, YOU men,

to the rumbling of His voice, and the growling that goes forth from His mouth. 3. He lets it loose
under the whole of the heavens – and His lightning is to the ends of the earth. 4. A sound roars
after it; He thunders with the sound of His superiority and He does not hold them back [rumbling
and growling] when His voice is being heard.
God thunders wonderfully with His voice, doing great things that we cannot comprehend. 6. For He
says to the snow:
5.



Almighty God –––––

≺ ‘Fall earthward’
– also [to] the rain shower and [to] the downpour of His strength; 7. He seals up the hand [curtails the
ability of work] of every earthling man so that all men may know His work.
The creatures go into their lair or remain in their dens. 9. the whirlwind comes out of the south
cold comes out of the north wind; 10. the ice is given by the breath of God, so
that the breadth of waters is constrained [frozen over]. 11. Yes, He over-ladens the cloud with
moisture... His cloud scatters His lightning, 12. and it is turned round by His steering [them] to do all
that He commands them upon the face of the inhabitable earth; 13. it comes forth as discipline, or
for the land, or as His loving kindness.
8.

[interior room, desert] and

145
146
147

Easing Job’s concerns that being humble to God – admitting his sinful attitude – will open him to greater suffering
Job 34:37
This is not soliloquy – this is an actual store, timely, from which God will speak shortly Job 38:1
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Job ––––– E-li´hu the son of Bar´a-chel the Buz´ite

⇐

14.

Give ear to this, O Job – stand still and consider the wonderful works of God:

Do you know how God appointed them and when He caused the lightning of His cloud to flash? 16. Do
you understand about the balance of the cloud,148 the wonderful works of the One perfect in knowledge?
17. how your garments are hot when the earth lies still from the south? 18. can you – like Him – beat out
violent skies [to smoothness] like a molten mirror?
15.

Let us know what we should say to Him – for we [E-li´hu and 3 comforters] cannot decide because of [our]
darkness! 20. Should He be told that I wish to speak? or if a man speaks, surely he will be swallowed
down [into She´ol]?!
19.

Just now they do not see the light shining in the skies, when the wind has passed by and makes them
clean... 22. out of the north comes a golden splendour – fear-inspiring majesty around God 23. the Almighty,
Whom we have not found out, He being exalted in power, and He will not belittle justice and the
abundance of righteousness.
21.

24.

Therefore let men fear Him! He does not regard any who are wise in [their own] heart.

38
God begins His reply to Job –not aggressive or combative or patronising, but gentle and
peaceful – encouraging Job to ponder and contemplate over creation, the laws of
nature, and the sustenance of all life
1.



And Jehovah began to answer149 Job from out of the windstorm, and say:

Almighty God ––––– Job

⇒ 2. Who is this that is obscuring counsel with words devoid of knowledge? 150 3. Gird up your loins, please,
like a valiant man and let Me question you – and you must inform Me:

Where were you when I founded the earth?151 tell [Me], if you have understanding... 5. Who determined
its measurements, do you know? or Who stretched the measuring line upon it? 6. Into what have its
foundations been fastened, or Who laid its cornerstone, 7. when the morning stars joyfully cried out
together and all the sons of God began shouting for joy?
4.

And [Who] barricaded the sea with doors when it gushed forth from the womb, 9. when I placed the
cloud as its garment and thick gloom as its swaddling band,152 10. and I hatched My regulation upon it and
set up bar and doors, 11. and said:
8.



Almighty God

≺ ‘This far you may come, and no further; here is the limit to your proud waves” ?
Was it from your days onward that you commanded the morning and caused the dawn to know its
place? 13. to take hold on the extremities of the earth, that the wicked ones might be shaken out from it?
[the earth] transforms itself like clay under a seal, and things arrange themselves like garments;
14. It
15. the
light of [enlightenment for] the wicked ones is held back from them, and their raised arm gets broken.
12.

Have you been to the vents of the sea, or have you walked about examining the abyss [the watery deep]? 17.
Have the gates of death been revealed to you, or can you see the gates of the shadow of death [deep
shadow]? Have you understood the expanses of the earth? – tell, if you know it all! Where now is the
18.
19.
pathway to where light resides? – and darkness, where is its place 20. that you should take it to its
boundary and that you should understand the roadways to its house?
16.

148

Job 36:29
Job 11:5
150
Job 35:16
151
( Compare the dialogue in between E-li´jah” and A´gur the son of Ja´keh (the gathered or captured one from among the blameless) Proverbs
30:4 ) Throughout this, God does not shout at Job, but in reasoning lets him look at the vastness of creation – a c u r e to his introspection
152
Genesis 1:2; Exodus 19:9
149
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Have you come to know because you were being born at that time, and [because] your days are many in
number? 22. Have you entered into the storehouses of the snow, or have you seen the storehouses of the
hail 23. which I have kept back for the time of distress, for the day of fight and war?153
21.

From where is light distributed, [and] the east wind which scatters about upon the earth? 25. Who has
divided a channel for the flood, and a pathway for the lightning of thunder 26. to make it rain upon land
where there is no man – [even upon] the wilderness in which there has never been man – 27. to satisfy the
devastated and ruined places and to cause the places for vegetation to sprout?
24.

Is there a Father for the rain, or Who gives birth to the dewdrops? 29. From Whose belly does the ice
come forth, and Who gives birth to the hoarfrost of heaven 30. when the waters harden like a stone, and
the surfaces of the watery deep grasp each other [freeze together]?
28.

Can you bind the group of the Ki´mah constellation [Pleiades – “seven sisters (stars)”], or can you loosen the
belt of the Ke´sil constellation [O-rion the hunter]? 32. Can you bring forth the Maz´za-roth [signs (constellations) of
the zodiac] in its appointed time? and conduct the Ash constellation [“Great Bear”, “Ursa Major”] alongside its
sons?154 33. Have you come to know the laws of the heavens, or could you put its jurisdiction in the earth?
34. Can you raise your voice to a cloud so that copious waters may cover you? 35. Can you send forth
lightnings that they may go [forth] and say to you:
31.

‘Here we are!’ ?
Who was it, then, that put wisdom in the cloud layers, or Who gave meaning to the celestial events?155
37. Who can number the clouds wisely, or Who can tilt over the water jars of heaven [in timely downpour] 38.
when the dust hardens into a lump, and the clods of earth cleave to each other?
36.

Can you hunt prey for a lion – can you satisfy the appetite of young lions, 40. when they crouch in the
dens [or] lie in wait in the covert? 41. Who prepares game for the raven when its own young ones cry to
God for help,156 while they keep wandering about because of lack of food?
39.

39


Almighty God ––––– Job

↪ 1. Do you know the season for birth for the mountain goats? can you observe when the hinds calve? 2.

Can you count the lunar months that they fulfil, and the time that they give birth? 3. ...they bow down,
they cleave open to bear their young ones, casting out their afterbirth. 157 4. Their sons become robust,
they grow larger in the open field, they go forth... and do not return to them.

Who sent forth as free the wild donkey, and Who the very bands of the swift donkey158 6. for whom I
have appointed the desert plain as a house and the salt country as their dwelling places? 7. It laughs at
the turmoil of a town and does not hear any driver; 8. the gleanings of mountains are its pasturage and it
examines every sort of green plant.
5.

Will a wild bull serve you, or lodge by your manger? 10. Can you bind fast a wild bull in the furrow with
his ropes, or will it harrow [plough] low plains behind you? 11. Will you trust in it because of its abundant
power, will you delegate your toil to it? 12. Will you rely on it that it will bring back your seed and gather it
to your threshing floor?
9.

The wing of the ostrich flapped joyously, but [has she] the pinions and the plumage of a stork [literally: “a
14. for she leaves her eggs in the earth and keeps them warm in the dust, 15. and she forgets that
some foot may crush them or a wild beast of the field may trample on them. 16. She is unfeeling toward
her sons, as if not hers – even though her toil [brooding] may be in vain [because they die through neglect] she
is not alarmed – 17. for God has allowed her to forget wisdom and He has not given her any
understanding: 18. when she flaps [her wings] on high she laughs at the horse and at its rider.159
13.

kind bird”]?

153
154
155
156
157
158
159

Hail against Phar´aoh Exodus 9:17-26; Joshua chasing the 5 kings of the Am´or -ites Joshua 10:11 ;
Reference to Job’s citing these in Job 9:9
Matthew 2:1-2
See Revelation 5:13 where all creation will cry out in appreciation to G od
The Hebrew means “rope”, but would appear to be a euphermism for the placenta and umbilical cord
Bound together – the tame to mellow the wild – but breaking the bonds frees them both into the wild. Prophetic Matthew 21:2
An ostrich is a match at speed for many horses, but in that competition she for gets her vulnerable young on the ground…
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Can you give mightiness to the horse? can you clothe its neck with a rustling mane? 20. Can you cause it
to leap like a locust? The grandeur of its snorting is frightful; 21. it paws in the low plain, and elated in
[its] power it goes forth to meet armour. 22. It laughs at dread and is not afraid, neither does it turn back
before a sword. 23. A quiver rattles against it – the glittering spear and a javelin. 24. It swallows up [the miles
of running in] the earth with pounding and excitement, neither can he stand still at the sound of the [war]
trumpet: 25. as soon as the horn blows it says
19.

‘Ahaa!’
and it smells the battle from far off, the uproar of chiefs and the shouting.
Does the falcon soar because of your wisdom, spreading its wings to the south? 27. or does the eagle fly
upward at your bidding and make his nest on high? 28. It roosts and lodges itself on a crag, upon the tooth
of a crag and a nest; 29. from there he explores for food, its eyes keep looking far into the distance. 30. And
its young ones sip the blood; wherever the slain are, there he is.160
26.

40
Job concedes... but Jehovah describes the strong and majestic creature – the Behe´moth – which shows no arrogance or pride, but is quiet strength itself...
1.



And Jehovah announced to Job saying:

Almighty God ––––– Job

↪ 2. Should the faultfinder contend with the Almighty? let the reprover [Job] of God answer that.161
3.

...and Job answered Jehovah and said:

↩ 4. See! I am small... how shall I reply to You? I will put my hand over my mouth. 5. I have spoken once,
but I will not answer – that is, twice, but I will add nothing.

God invites Job – if he is truly clean – to act as judg eand to execute sentence and
vengeance upon every wicked one he sees, so that his own hand may be self-sufficient
and not need God’s help.
6.

And Jehovah responded to Job from out of the windstorm and said:

↪ 7. Gird up your loins, please, like a valiant man; I shall ask you, and you inform Me:
Will you invalidate My justice? will you pronounce Me wicked in order that you may be in the right?162
– 9. or do you have an arm like that of the [true] God, and can you make it thunder with a voice like His?
163
and clothe yourself with dignity
10. [If so] then adorn yourself – please – with superiority and highness
and splendour. 11. Scatter the furious outbursts of your anger, and look on every one who is haughty and
bring him low – 12. look upon every proud one and subdue him, and tread down the wicked beneath
them... 13. ...hide [bury] them together in the dust, wrap up their faces [with a shroud] in secret [buried in secret]
14. and I Myself shall admit that your right hand can save you!
8.

Here now is Be-he´moth164 [possibly “hippopotamus” – or ancient dinosaur] that I have made as well as you; he eats
green grass just as a bull does. 16. Here now – his power is in his hips and his dynamic energy in
abdominal muscles. 17. It bends its tail like a cedar; the sinews of its testicles are interwoven [with it]. 18.
His bones are like copper tubes, his ribs are like wrought-iron bars. 19. He is the beginning of the ways of
God; his Maker could bring His sword near to him... 20. The mountains bear their produce for him where
all the wild beasts of the field play. 21. He lies down under the shady lotus trees, In the cover of reeds and
swamps. 22. The lotus trees keep him shaded; the willows of the water courses surround him. 23. He lies
upon the river, but does not run in panic – he is confident that the Jordan could burst forth against its
mouth [without harming him] – 24. he takes it [the flow of the Jordan] against his eyes, and his nose pierces
through tangles [of reeds].
15.

160

Prophetic of Jerusalem “the crag” Matthew 24:27-29; Luke 17:37
What a privilege – God is inviting Job to speak to Him!
162
Matthew 7:1-2; Genesis 3:11-12
163
Verses 10 – 14 are an invitation to Job to act as God Himself, if he is able
164
It is unlikely that the Be -he´moth and the Le-vi´a-than would be in the vicinity – even if they were hippopotamus and crocodile, which would
be common in the Nile, but less so in the Jordan.. Possibly, Job is being shown these ( the first of God’s ways ) in a visio n
161
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41
Finally God shows the Le-vi´a-than which is associated with satan, and the fiery gliding
serpent – which has no fear whatsoever – is impervious to any approach, and is far far
stronger than any proud man. Job’s brief spell of pride has been shown to be futile:
God’s creatures are more powerful, more serene, more graceful, and more impervious
to his pride than he could ever imagine.
If Job will fear the Le-vi´a-than having put his hand upon it, then he should be in awe of
Almighty God... upon Whom he has presumed to place his hand.



Almighty God ––––– Job

↪ 1. Can you draw out Le-vi´a-than [possibly crocodile] with a fishhook, or can you hold down its tongue with a
rope? 2. Can you put a rush [rope] in its nostrils or bore its jaws with a thorn? 3. Will it make many
entreaties to you or will it say soft words to you?165 4. Will it conclude a covenant with you166 that you
may take it as a slave to time indefinite? 5. Will you play with it as with a bird, or will you tie it [as a
pet] for your young girls? 6. Will partners wrangle over it? will they divide it up among tradesmen? 7.
Will you fill its skin with harpoons or its head with fish spears?

8. [No...

but]

put your hand upon it... remember the battle... do not do it again.

Look! One’s expectation about it was deceptive! will one not be hurled down at the mere sight of it? 10.
No one is so deadly that he might stir it up – so who is able to stand before Me? 11. Who has anticipated
Me, that I ought to repay? Everything under the Heavens is Mine!
9.

⇒

12.

I shall not keep silent about its limbs,

[its]

mightiness and the grace of its proportions:

Who has stripped off its [scaly] garment? who can enter into its double jaw? 14. Who has opened the
doors of its face? its teeth round about are frightful. 15. Its scales protrude proudly, yet are closed as with
a tight seal – 16. they fit closely, one to the other so that not even air can come in between them. 17. They
cling together, each seizing the other, and they cannot be separated. 18. Light flashes forth when it
sneezes, and its eyes are like the beams of dawn.167
13.

Glistenings flash out of its mouth, and sparks escape from it. 20. Smoke goes forth out of its nostrils as
from a steaming pot or kettle. 21. Its breath is tongues of flame, and flashes forth out of its mouth. 22.
Strength lodges in its neck, and despair leaps before it. 23. The folds of its flesh cling together; they are as
a casting upon it, immovable. 24. Its heart is cast like stone, yes cast like a lower millstone.
19.

Strong men shrink away from its raising it up – in panic, they defecate: 26. the one striking it with the
sword is of no avail, neither is spear, nor dart or nor coat of mail. 27. It regards iron as mere straw, copper
as rotten wood. 28. An arrow does not chase it away; sling-stones are as mere stubble; 29. a club is treated
as a mere straw, and it laughs at the rattling of a javelin.
25.

Its underparts are as sharp shards of pottery – it spreads its spikes168 upon the mire. 31. It causes the
depths to boil just like a pot – it makes the sea like an ointment pot. 32. It makes a pathway shine behind
itself; one would regard the watery deep as grey [the grey of old age]. 33. There is not the like of it upon the
ground, such a one created to be without fear. 34. It sees all the arrogant ones; it is king over all the sons
of pride.
30.

42
1.



And Job gave a response 169 to Jehovah and said:

Almighty God ––––– Job

↩ 2. I have come to know that You can do all things, and there is no notion that can be withheld from
You.

3.

165
166
167
168
169

‘Who is this that is obscuring counsel without knowledge?’

Comparing the manner of the things which frighten Job with the kindly manner of God
A mocking tone – crocodiles have barely visible ears Exodus 21:5-6 – but also a promise proposed to Job – wow!
The slit of a crocodile’s eye has a black iris ( like land which is dark in contrast to its eyes brilliant yellow, the light of dawn )
Reference to the “sharp shards of pottery” skin of its underbelly
Job 40:7

Job
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Job 38:2

hitherto I talked... but I did not understand things which are too wonderful for me, which I did not
know.
4.

[even]

‘Hear, please, and I Myself shall speak... I shall question you, and you inform Me.’



Job 40:7

In hearsay I have heard about You, but now my own eye sees You. 6. That is why I spurn myself and I
repent on top of this dust and ashes.
5.

And it came about after Jehovah had spoken these words to Job, that Jehovah spoke to El´i-phaz the
Te´man-ite:
7.



Almighty God ––––– El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite

⇒ My anger has grown hot against you – and your two companions – for YOU men have not spoken
what is truthful concerning Me as My servant Job has.

⇒ 8. And now take for yourselves seven bulls and seven rams and go to My servant Job, and YOU men

must offer up a burnt sacrifice in YOUR own behalf... but Job My servant must pray for YOU. 170 I shall
accept only his face – so as not to deal with YOU according to YOUR disgraceful folly, 171 for YOU have
not spoken what is truthful concerning Me, as My servant Job has.

– accordingly El´i-phaz the Te´man-ite and Bil´dad the Shu´hite [and] Zo´phar the Na´a-ma-thite went
and did as Jehovah had told them; and Jehovah accepted Job’s face.
9.

And Jehovah turned back Job’s captive condition after he had prayed in behalf of his companions, and
Jehovah gave Job twice the portion he had before.
10.

And all his brothers and all his sisters and all those formerly knowing him came to him, and they ate
bread with him in his house and sympathised with him and comforted him over all the calamity that
Jehovah had let come upon him; and each one gave him a piece of silver and a gold ring.
11.

Thus Jehovah blessed the end of Job more than his beginning, so that he came to have fourteen
thousand sheep and six thousand camels and a thousand spans of cattle and a thousand she-asses. 13. He
also came to have seven sons and three daughters:172
12.

14.

and called the name of the first Je-mi´mah [“warm, affectionate” (“day by day”)]

and the name of the second Ke-zi´ah [“cassia” – the type of spice]
and the name of the third Ker´en-ha-Puch [“horn of antimony” (black eye-makeup)].
– and no women were found as pretty as Job’s daughters in all the land... and their father gave them an
inheritance in among their brothers.
15.

And Job continued living after this a [further] hundred and forty years and came to see his sons and his
grandsons – four generations! 17. And gradually Job died, old and satisfied with days!
16.

170
171
172

Job becomes a priest to them
Job 34:10
Their names mean “dove”, “cinnamon perfume” and “horn of eye -paint” – emphasising their particular beautiful characteristics

Page 40 of 299

Job
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Psalms
BOOK ONE
(Psalms 1 – 41)

1
1.

Happy is the man that has not walked in the counsel of the wicked ones

[morally wrong],

and does not stand on the road of sinners [guilty, criminals],
and does not sit in the seat of ridiculers,
2.

but whose delight is in the law of Jehovah,

and who ponders over His law by day and by night.
3.

And he will become like a tree that has been transplanted beside streams of water, 1

that brings forth its fruit in its season and whose leaf does not wither...
– everything he does will prosper!
4.

The wicked are not like that,

but are like the chaff which the wind whisks away;
5.

that is why the wicked ones will not stand up in the judgement,

nor sinners in the assembly of righteous ones.
6.

For Jehovah discerns the way of the righteous ones,

but the way of wicked ones will perish.

2
1.

Why do the nations rage

and their communities murmur in vain?
2.

The kings of the land take their stand

And the [diverse] princes consult together – unitedly –
against Jehovah and against His anointed one:2
3. [Saying:]



Kings and princes of the land –––––

≺ ‘Let us tear their halter [“restraint imposed upon us”] apart
and cast their ropes away from us!’
4.

The One sitting in the heavens will laugh;

Jehovah will deride them...
5.

then He will speak to them in His anger

and will terrify them in the heat of His burning anger:
6. [Saying:]



Almighty God –––––

≺ I have installed My king upon My Holy mountain Zion.
7.

I recount to the statute which Jehovah said to me [regarding his son Sol´o-mon]:

1

Psalm 23:1-2
Revelation 16:13-16; Revelation 17:12-14 These kings would be Phi-lis´tine, Syrian, Mo´ab -ite and Am´mon -ite and E´dom-ite - the ones whom
David had quashed as he settled the whole of the Promised Land prior to the kingship of “the anointed one” - his son Sol´o-mon
2

Psalms – book 1
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“You are My son – today, I have become your Father. 3 
[the people of] the nations as your inheritance
8. Ask of Me, and I will give
And the ends of the earth as your possession.4
9. You will break them with a rod of iron,
You will shatter them like a potter’s vessel.”5





2nd Samuel 7:14 ; 2nd Samuel 22:44 ; 2nd Samuel 23:6 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––– David, about Sol´o-mon

King David ––––– Kings of earth

⇒

10.

...So now, O kings, ACT wisely;

Let yourselves be corrected, O judges of the earth.
11.

Serve Jehovah with fear, and rejoice [...but] with trembling.6

12.

Kiss the son [Sol´o-mon], that He [God] may not become incensed

and YOU may perish [from] the way [of life]7 when His anger flares [just] a little.
Those who take refuge in Him will be happy!
A melody of David
when he fled on account of Ab´sa-lom his son.

3


Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, how my adversaries have multiplied!
how they rise up against me!
2.



Many are saying of my soul:

enemies of King David –––––

≺ ‘There is no salvation by God for him.’
3.

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

...and yet You, O Jehovah, are a shield about me,

My glory! and the One lifting up my head.
4.

I have called to Jehovah with my voice,

and He will answer me from His Holy mountain.

5.

I laid down, and I slept...

I awoke [unharmed] for Jehovah keeps supporting me.
6.

I shall not be afraid of ten thousands of people8

who array themselves against me round about.

≻

7.

Do arise, O Jehovah! Save me, O my God!

for [in the past] You have struck all my enemies on the jaw
and broken the teeth of the wicked one.

3

2 n d Samuel 7:14; ( Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22 ) This is the sign of the new King David, the prophesied Mes -si´ah Acts 13:33
2 n d Samuel 22:44
5 nd
2 Samuel 23:6 . Compare Revelation 2:26-28
6
Asking them to be a prophetic example, not intransigent like many worshippers James 2:19
7
Tied to betrayal Matthew 26:48-50; Mark 14:39-49; Luke 22:47-48; John 18:1-9 and deception Genesis 27:24-27 and an example of sincerity –
the Kiss asked for Luke 7:36-50
8 st
1 Samuel 18:7
4
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8.

Salvation belongs to Jehovah.

≻ Your blessing is upon Your people.9
Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

To the director on stringed instruments.
A melody of David.

4


♫

Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. Hear me, O God of my righteousness, when I call.
You have [previously] made a broad space of my dire straits...
Show me favour and hear my prayer.



King David ––––– those opposing him

⇒ 2. YOU sons of men, how long must my glory be insulted,
[While]

YOU keep loving empty things,

[While]

YOU keep striving after deception?

3.

Know that Jehovah has distinguished His loyal one –

Jehovah will hear when I call to Him.
4.

Be agitated [against me].... but do not sin.

Speak in YOUR heart, upon YOUR bed... but keep silent.10

5.

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness,

And trust in Jehovah.
6.



There are many saying:

Worried doubters ––––– King David

↻ ‘Who will show us good?’
↩ “Lift up the light of Your face upon us, O Jehovah.”




Numbers 6:26

Almighty God ––––– King David
7.

You put rejoicing in my heart

greater than in the time when their grain and their new wine abounded.
8.

I will lie down and sleep in peace,

For You Alone, O Jehovah, make me dwell in security.
To the director for Ne´hi-loth [flute music].
A melody of David.

5


9
10

Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. Do hear my words, O Jehovah; understand my sighing.

David’s final word is not for himself, but for God’s people
Later tightened by his son King Sol´o -mon Ecclesiastes 10:20
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2.

Do pay attention to the sound of my cry for help,

O my King and my God, which I am praying to You.
3.

You will hear my voice in the morning, O Jehovah

In the morning I shall address myself to You and wait...
4.

For You are not a God Who delights in wickedness –

No one bad may dwell with You,
5.

No foolish ones may take their stand in front of Your eyes –

You hate all vain ones;
6.

You will destroy those speaking a lie –

– [for] Jehovah detests a man of bloodshed and deception.
7.

...But as for me, I shall come into Your house

in the abundance of Your loving-kindness!
I shall bow down – in reverence – toward Your temple of Holiness [the Heavens].

⇐ 8. O Jehovah, lead me in Your righteousness on account of those hostile toward me;
Make Your way straight before me.
9.

For there is nothing trustworthy in their mouth;

Their heart is covetousness, their throat is an open grave
– they flatter with their tongue just for gain.

⇐

10.

Declare them guilty, O God;

They will fall by their own counsels.
Thrust them away for the multitude of their transgressions...
because [in being hostile to me] they have rebelled against You!
11.

But all those taking refuge in You will become joyful –

they will cry out joyfully to time indefinite
and You will screen over them,11
And those loving Your Name will exult in You!
12.

For You Yourself will bless anyone righteous, O Jehovah;

You will surround them with a large shield of favour.
To the director on 8-stringed instruments
on the lower octave.
A melody of David.

6

Possibly concerning the sin with Bath-she´ba, whereby David had her husband U-ri´jah
the Hit´tite killed.



Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, do not reprove me in Your anger,
And do not chastise me in Your rage.
2.

11

Show me favour, O Jehovah, for I am fading away!

See Christ’s yearning expressing God’s frustration and sadness Matthew 23:37-38; Luke 13:34
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Heal me, O Jehovah, for my bones have been shaken.
3.

Yes, my soul has been deeply shaken;

And You, O Jehovah... how long [will You be silent]?
4.

Do return, O Jehovah, do rescue my soul,

Save me on account of Your loving-kindness;
5.

for there is no mention of You in death –

Who will praise You in She´ol?
6.

I have grown weary with my sighing;

I swim on my bed all night long –
I saturate my couch with my tears.
7.

My eye has become weak from vexation –

It has grown old because of all my stresses.



King David ––––– hurtful men

≺

8.
9.

10.

Get away from me, all YOU troublemakers, for Jehovah has heard the sound of my weeping;
Jehovah has heard my request for favour, and Jehovah will receive my prayer.

Let my enemies become shamed and greatly alarmed;

They will turn back, and suddenly! they will be ashamed.
A dirge of David that he sang to Jehovah
concerning the words of Cush the Ben´ja-min-ite.12

7

David doubts himself after the death of his son, Ab´sa-lom – but declares that the wicked
fall into their own trap, just as Ab´sa-lom has done



Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah my God, I have fled to You for protection.
Save me from all those persecuting me and deliver me, 2. that no one may tear my soul to pieces as a lion
does, crunching [on my bones] when there is no deliverer.
O Jehovah my God, if I have done this – if there is evil on my hands, 4. if I have repaid evil to the one
rewarding me, or [if] I have despoiled my oppressors for nothing – 5. [then] let an enemy pursue my soul
and let him overtake and trample my life down to the earth and lay my glory in the dust.
3.

♫

Se´lah

Do arise, O Jehovah, in Your anger; lift Yourself up at the outbursts of my adversaries and rouse the
judgement which You have appointed13 concerning me. 7. And let the assembly of Gentile communities
stand around You, and may You return on high [to judge].
6.

8.

Jehovah will pass judgement on the peoples.

⇐ Judge me! O Jehovah, on my righteousness and my integrity. 9. Please, may the badness of wicked ones
come to an end, and may You establish the righteous one;

– the righteous God tests out hearts and minds.
10.

My shield is through God, Who saves those upright in heart.

11.

God is a righteous Judge,

And God is hurling denunciations every day –

12
13

2 n d Samuel 18:31-33
Psalm 2:7-8
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12.

if anyone will not return, He will sharpen His sword;

He will bend His bow, and He will make it ready
13.

[for shooting].

He has prepared the instruments of death for him

[the unrepentant],

He will make His arrows flaming ones.
14.

Look! the one bound with lawlessness

has conceived mischief and given birth to falsehood.
15.

He has opened a pit [for catching prey], and dug in it –

but he will fall into the trap [that] he went making.
16.

His mischief will return upon his own head,

And his own violence will fall upon his head.
17.

I shall laud Jehovah according to His righteousness,

And I will make melody to the Name of Jehovah the Most High!
To the director upon the Git´tith [“a wine-press”]14.
A melody of David.

8

David astonished to realise that mankind has been given authority over God’s creation
1. O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic is Your Name throughout the earth,

You Who have placed Your glory above the heavens!
2.

You have ordained strength from the mouth of children! and sucklings!

15 

on account of Your adversaries,
so as to make the enemy – and the avenger – desist.
3.

When I see Your heavens – the works of Your fingers,

The moon and the stars that You have fixed in place –
4.

What is a man that You keep him in mind?

And the son of man that You take care of him?
5.

for You made him [just] a little less than godlike ones, 16 

and then You crowned him with glory and splendour!
6.

You make him rule over the works of Your hands;

You have set everything under his feet:17
7.

all the flocks and cattle – the beasts of the field!

8.

the birds of the heavens and the fish of the sea

[and]
9.

14
15
16
17

anything traversing the paths of the seas.

O Jehovah our Lord, how majestic is Your Name in all the earth!

This would seem to be a genuine song for those pressing wine! The other 2 Git´tith Psalms – 81 and 84 – have the same swing to them
Matthew 21:16
Hebrews 2:6
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Psalm 110:1-2
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9

To the director upon Muth-lab´ben [“to die for the son”].
A melody of David.
18

Set after David has taken his throne in Zion, reflecting on how God acted for him
against other nations in the past... and asking Him to intervene again. This may be in
reference to Syria and Am´mon fighting against David’s forces at the city of Med´e-ba,
where David’s forces under Jo´ab and A-bish´ai faced armies both in front and behind –
only for their own city to fall as a consequence



Almighty God ––––– King David

≻

1.

I will laud

[You],

O Jehovah, with all my heart; I will recount all Your wonderful works.

2.

I will rejoice and jump for joy over You, I will make melody to Your Name, O Most High.

3.

When my enemies turn back, they will become feeble and perish from before You...
For You have executed my judgement and my cause; You have sat on the throne judging with
righteousness.
4.

You have rebuked nations, You have destroyed the wicked one [morally wrong]. You have wiped out
their name to time indefinite, even forever.
5.

The enemy have come to their finish: perpetual desolation. You have uprooted their cities and
their reputation19 has perished with them.
6.

7.

As for Jehovah, He will sit to time indefinite,

Firmly establishing His throne for judgement.
8.

And He will judge the inhabited earth in righteousness;

He will rule communities even-handedly.
9.

And Jehovah will be a secure refuge for anyone crushed,

a secure refuge in times of distress.

⇐

10.

And those knowing Your Name will have confidence in You,

For You have not forsaken those who look for You, O Jehovah.



King David –––––

≺

MAKE melody YOU people, to Jehovah Who is dwelling in Zion; speak of His deeds among
the peoples [of Israel]. 12. For the One Who requires blood [in retribution] will remember them –
He will not forget the outcry of the afflicted.
11.

Show me favour, O Jehovah – see my misery by those hating me, O You Who heave me up from the
gates of death – 14. in order that I may declare all Your praiseworthy deeds in the gates of the daughter of
Zion [Jerusalayim], that I may be joyful in Your salvation. 
13.

15.

The nations have drowned in the pit that they have made –

their own foot has been caught in the net which they hid.20
16.

Jehovah is known by the judgement He has executed:

And the wicked one has been ensnared by the work of his own hands.
♫
17.

Hig-ga´ion. Se´lah 21

Wicked people will turn back to She´ol –

all the nations oblivious of God –

18

Some editions impose an acrostic nature to this and the next psalm as a pairing, but while a pairing is reasonable – as only the first of the two
psalms has a preface – the text does not support an acrostic structure
19
Reputation, aura, legend, proverbial name
20
Psalm 7:8-16
21
Pause for thought
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18.

for the poor one will not always be forgotten,

Nor will the hope of the humble ever perish.

≻

Do arise, O Jehovah! do not let men prevail. Let the nations be judged before Your face. 20. Place
fear [awe] in them, O Jehovah, that the nations may know that they are but men.
19.

♫

Se´lah

10
David laments those who lie in wait to plunder others – something which has become
commonplace, whereas God’s ways have been almost totally discarded



Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. Why, O Jehovah, do You stand remote?

[why]

do You make Yourself hidden in times of distress?

In his haughtiness, the wicked one hotly pursues the afflicted one – may they [themselves] be seized by
the schemes they have devised – 3. for the wicked boasts over his selfish longing and he blesses the
plunderer [who provides him with his cravings] and spurns Jehovah.
2.

4.

The wicked one – with his nose in the air! – does not seek God Who is no part of his schemes.

5.

His ways are perverted.

⇐ Your judicial rulings are high up out of his range;
he [the wicked one] makes those who try to counsel him sigh...
6.



He has said in his heart:
Wicked one –––––

↻ ‘I shall not be shaken; I shall have no distress for generation after generation.’

7.

His mouth is full of cursings and of deceptions and fraud.

Perversity and wickedness [lie] under his tongue [waiting to be uttered].
8.

He sits lurking in the courtyards...

he smites the innocent in concealed places,
his eyes secretly watch for some vulnerable soul.
9.

He lurks secretly like a lion in his covert...

He lies in wait to carry away some afflicted one,
He catches the afflicted one when he draws him into his net –
10.

he collapses, he stoops [as a lure] so that the unfortunate might fall into his clutches.

11.

He has said in his heart:

↻ ‘God has forgotten... He has concealed His face... He will certainly never see [it].’
⇐

12.

Do arise, O Jehovah. O God, lift up Your hand. Do not forget the afflicted ones.

13.

Why does the wicked one spurn God?

[because]

he has said in his heart that You will not see it!

...Certainly You have seen; You [actively] look for trouble and weariness, to avenge it by Your hand.
The poor one entrusts [himself] to You, and You Yourself have become Helper to the bereaved. [r2]
14.

⇐



Break the arm of the wicked and the evil one. May You search out his wickedness
no more.
15.

Joyful shout of God’s people at a future date –––––

Jehovah is King to time indefinite, even forever.
The nations have perished out of His earth.
16.
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Exodus 15:18-19 (paraphrased)
Victory song of Moses
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[until]

You find

You heard the yearning of the depressed ones, O Jehovah, You will firmly secure their heart. You will
pay attention with Your ear 18. to judge the bereaved and the crushed one, [so] that earthling man may
cause no further trembling [to them].
17.

To the director.
Of David.

11

There is no account which describes King David fleeing to Jerusalayim, so this must
refer to his time on the run with his followers, living in the mountains away from King
Saul and his arrows – the ones setting traps for him
1.

I have taken refuge in Jehovah!

How dare YOU men say to my soul:



David and his men ––––– wicked men

⇐ ‘...FLIT away [sadly] to YOUR mountain [wilderness crag, NOT Jerusalayim], like a [little hopping] bird!’
2.

For look! The wicked ones are bending the bow,

They have drawn their arrow with the bowstring,
To shoot in the dusk at those upright in heart.
3.

When the foundations are torn down,

What can the righteous one do?
4.

Jehovah is in His Holy temple – Jehovah’s throne in the heavens –

His eyes see [and] His Own beaming eyes examine the sons of men.
5.

Jehovah investigates the righteous one,

But His soul hates the wicked one and anyone loving violence.
6.

He will rain down fire and sulphur upon the nets of the wicked ones

and a dreadful tempest as the portion of their cup,
7.

because righteous Jehovah loves righteousness;

The upright ones will behold His face!
To the director on the lower octave.
A melody of David.

12

David bemoans the lack of faithful and loyal people in Israel, due to Saul’s madness



Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐ 1. Help[me], O Jehovah, for the loyal one has come to his end, because faithful people have vanished

from among the sons of men. 2. They spread lies, one to the other; slandering with flattering lips and a
double heart.22

3.

Jehovah will cut off all flattering lips,

The tongue that spreads insolent things,
4.

Those who have said:



22

haughty, unfaithful people –––––

↻ ‘We shall prevail by our tongue, and our lips are our own! Who will be a master over us?!’

Proverbs 20:19
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Almighty God –––––

↪ 5. I will arise now! because of the ravage of the afflicted ones, and the shrieking of the destitute,

says Jehovah.
whoever is being made to sigh I will place in safety.
6.

The sayings of Jehovah are pure sayings,

as silver refined in a smelting furnace of earth, clarified seven times.



Almighty God ––––– David

↩ 7. You Yourself, O Jehovah, will guard them; You will preserve us from this [faithless and disloyal]23
generation to time indefinite.

8.

The wicked ones walk about everywhere

when the vilest sons of men are exalted.
To the director.
A melody of David.

13

This seems to be a pleading song, showing David’s fragility and confessing that his
safety relies on God.
... but it is a report – a narration of an earlier event – because the last line declares that
God did answer, and that David was joyful!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. How long, O Jehovah, will You forget me? Forever? How long will You conceal Your face from me?24
How long shall I deliberate in my soul
enemy be exalted over me?
2.

[wonder what to do],

with grief in my heart by day? How long will my

Do look [upon me]; answer me, O Jehovah my God. Make my eyes shine, that I may not fall asleep in
death, 4. that my enemy may not say:
3.



enemy of King David –––––

≺ ‘I have prevailed over him!’
[and]
5.

6.

my adversaries rejoice that I am made to stagger.

As for me, I have trusted in Your loving-kindness; let my heart rejoice in Your salvation.

I will sing to Jehovah, for He has dealt rewardingly with me!
To the director. Of David.

14

Spoken during the years that David was being pursued by Saul, when Samuel had died
and the Phi-lis´tines were making opportunist attacks against a nation whose king
Jehovah had rejected. The “stupid one” might be King Saul himself...
Prophetically David speaks of the time he will make Mt. Zion the site of his kingship –
and unite Israel and Judah which have been split by Saul’s deranged pursuit of him.
1.



The stupid one has said in his heart:

–––––– senseless one

↻ ‘There is no Jehovah.’
They cause ruin, they have a loathsome effect... no one does any good.

23
24

Stated in the 1 s t verse Psalm 12:1 Quoted by the Mes-si´ah Matthew 17:14-21; Luke 9:37-42
Psalm 89:46; ( Psalm 79:5 )
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2.

Jehovah looked down from heaven upon the sons of men,

To see whether there exists anyone having insight, anyone seeking Jehovah...
3.

They have all turned aside, they are [all] corrupt together;

There is no one doing good... not even one.
Have these practicers of wickedness not learned? these ones who devour my people as they would eat
bread, never calling upon Jehovah?!25
4.

5.

They [the stupid rebels] were filled with a great dread there

For Jehovah is among the righteous generation.



David ––––– senseless one

↪ 6. YOU people have shamed the very prudence of the afflicted one,
Because Jehovah is his refuge.
7.

O that the salvation of Israel were from out of Zion!26

When Jehovah gathers back the exiled ones of His people,
Then Jacob will be joyful, then Israel will rejoice!
A melody of David.

15

This psalm is priceless. David has been on the run from Saul for a while, hiding his
family in Mo´ab, supporting 600 mighty men and their families – and somehow
convincing them not to fight Saul, the anointed, or harm him in any way. Yet Saul still
pursues with the aim of killing him – the future looks bleak.
But David is concerned for God – for the lack of unity amongst the tribes, for the lack of
an anointed on Mt. Mo-ri´ah, for the chaos which makes Israel vulnerable to the Philis´tine attack, the disrepute to God’s Name, the prospect of David himself being killed,
and God’s plan for an anointed to succeed Saul placed in jeopardy. So David’s concern
is for God... for God, and he asks who will ever fulfil God’s desire for Mt. Zion and for
His people...
...and God replies with a list of qualities which David knows he himself has fulfilled
admirably! In his concern for God, God assures him that he will survive and make
God’s heart rejoice!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Oh Jehovah, who will be a guest in Your tent?27
Who will reside in the mountain of Your Holiness?

↪ 2. He who walks faultlessly and practises righteousness
and the one who speaks the truth in his heart;
3.

who has not slandered with his tongue,

who has done nothing bad to his companion,
and has raised no taunt against his neighbour.
4.

In his eyes, anyone contemptible is rejected,

but he greatly honours those who fear Jehovah.
– he has sworn [even] to his own detriment! and does not change –
5.

who has not given out his silver on interest,

25

David frequently called on Go d, but Saul slaughtered the priests of Jehovah 1 s t Samuel 22:12-21
Foretelling the time when David will take Jerusalem and place his kingship in Mt. Zion, which will come when the forces of Saul and the forces
of David unite again in peace
27
Psalm 24:3-5
26
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and has not taken a bribe against the innocent one.
The one doing these things will never be made to totter

[from the mountain].

A Mik´tam [an inscription, or deeply-stained engraving] [r40]
of David.

16

David – still on the run – carves this psalm into the mountain face for Saul to find,
saying: “You have chosen the gods of the land and the diviners, you have made me
homeless, but Jehovah is my God – and my inheritance,
and my soul WILL live in security and my glory as king WILL shine”



Almighty God ––––– David

≻



1.

Protect me, O God, for I have taken refuge in You.

David ––––– King Saul??

⇒ 2. You said to Jehovah my Lord:



Almighty God ––––– King Saul??

⇐ ‘My benefit is not by You,
3.

but by the holy ones that are in the land [necromancers, diviners]

and the majestic ones – all my delight is in them.’
4.

Their pains will increase if they pursue another god...

I shall not pour out their drink offerings of blood,
and I shall not carry their names upon my lips!
5.

Jehovah is my allotted portion28 and my cup.

⇐ You are keeping hold of my lot [it cannot be ripped away]!
6.

The measuring lines [for allotment] have fallen in pleasant places for me!

Really, [my own] allotment [God] glistens over me!
7.

I shall richly bless Jehovah, Who has counselled me.

Really, my kidneys[r3] have richly reformed me during the nights!



––––– David (speaking as the Mes-si´ah, his Lord)

↻ 8. I have firmly placed Jehovah in front of me continually.
Because [He] is at my right hand, I shall not slip over.
9.

Therefore my heart rejoices, and my glory will be joyful.

and my flesh will reside in security.



Almighty God ––––– David (speaking as the Mes-si´ah, his Lord)

⇐

10.

For You will not leave my soul in She´ol.

You will not allow Your loyal one to see corruption. 29 
11.

You will teach me the way of life –

rejoicing to satisfaction! is in Your presence,
pleasantness forever is at Your right hand.

28
29

( Psalm 142:5 ) See inheritance of Le´vites and priests Deuteronomy 18:1-2; Joshua 13:14, 33; Joshua 18:7
see Acts 2:25-28, Acts 13:35 and Jonah 2:5-6
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A prayer of David.

17

David pleads to God, expressing his gratitude and hoping that he has pleased God with
his moral standards.
He was walked in God’s steps, circumvented the ways of the wicked, and taken refuge
under His wing... but the adversaries – King Saul, who is pursuing him on the mountain
– trusts in his own abilities, and circumvents David’s steps, surrounding him, scanning
the horizon like a lion seeking prey. David asks God to save him, and reveals his
longing for a son – since Saul has many sons who are at ease – and while he longs to
see God, his yearning for an heir shows itself...



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Do hear what is righteous, O Jehovah; do listen to my entreating cry;
Be attentive to my prayer which does not issue from deceptive lips.
2.

Let my judgement come forth from Your face – for Your eyes will perceive what is upright.

3.

You have examined my heart, You have watched me by night,

You have refined me; You will discover that I have not schemed anything –
my mouth will not lie...
4.

...As for the activities of men,

I have circumvented the paths of the tyrant, by the word of Your lips
5.

to fix my progress on Your tracks,

[so that]

my footsteps will not be made to slide.

⇐ 6. I called upon You, because You will heed me, O God.
Incline Your ear to me... listen to my words...
7.

O Saviour of those who flee toward Your right hand, show Your loving-kindnesses as distinct

from the usurpers.
8.

Keep me as the apple of the eye, 

conceal me in the shadow of Your wings,
9.

from the wicked who have despoiled me...

my deadly enemies who keep surrounding me.
10.

They have concealed [themselves] in their own success –

They boast haughtily with their mouth;
11.

As regards our30 steps, now they have gone around us;

their eyes are spread out to scan the land
12.

like a lion that yearns to tear to pieces,

[like]

⇐

13.

a young lion sitting in coverts.
Do rise up, O Jehovah; do confront him to his face;

Make him hide, let Your sword rescue my soul from the wicked one,
14.

From the men in Your hand [King Saul], O Jehovah,

From men whose portion are their fleeting lives,
whose belly You fill with Your concealed treasure –

30

Against David and his men
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Who are being satisfied with sons –
And who set aside their surplus [wealth] for their infants.
15.

As for me... I shall behold Your face in righteousness!

I will be satisfied when I am woken before Your form.
To the director.
Of Jehovah’s servant, of David,
who spoke to Jehovah the words of this song in the day that Jehovah delivered him out of
the palm of all his enemies and out of the hand of Saul.31
And he proceeded to say:

18

David recounts his rescue by Jehovah, the blast from the mountains and the expression
of God’s anger against David’s assailants. And God did this because of David’s loyalty
– that which Saul did not keep and which caused the kingdom to be stripped from him at
Gil´gal. 1st Samuel 15. God reciprocates a man’s ways, and the disloyalty of the tribes
will be met with David gaining respect for himself and for God from the nations.



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

2.

1.

I love You, O Jehovah my strength.

Jehovah is my crag and my stronghold and my Deliverer.

My God, my rock in Whom I shall take refuge,
My shield and my horn of salvation, my secure height.
3.

I shall call on the One to be praised, Jehovah!

And so I shall be saved from my enemies!
4.

The ropes of death encircled me...32

flash floods of good-for-nothing [men] were terrifying me...
5.

The very ropes of She´ol surrounded me –

The snares of death confronted me.
6.

In my dire situation I called upon Jehovah,

and I kept imploring my God.
He heard my voice [calling] outside His temple33 [the Heavens],
And my cry came before Him – to His very ears...
7.

...And the earth began to shake and reel about,

And the foundations of the mountains became quivered,
And they kept shaking back and forth because He was angry –
8.

smoke blew out of its34 nostrils, and fire from its mouth kept devouring;

And embers were kindled from it.
9.

And He [God] spread out the heavens and descended.

And thick gloom was beneath His feet.
10.

And He came riding upon a flying cherub –

He swooped upon the wings of a spirit.
11.

31
32
33
34

He then made darkness His place of concealment,

2 n d Samuel 22
Psalm 116:3
God’s Holy Temple is the Heavens Psalm 11:4
This is speaking of God, in the form of the mountains which have erupted with smoke and lava
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His booth all around Him was dark waters and thick clouds of vapour [and dust].
12.

Hail35 and burning embers passed through His thick clouds

from the brightness that was before Him –
13.

And Jehovah began to thunder in the heavens,

And the Most High gave His voice
with the hail and burning coals of fire –
14.

thus He sent out His arrows, scattering them [David’s enemies];

And He flashed lightnings, that He might unsettle them.

⇐

15.

...and the streambeds of waters became visible,

And the foundations of the productive land became uncovered
by Your rebuke, O Jehovah, from the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.
16.

He sent me from the height [on the mountain], and He took me,

And drew me out of great waters. 36 
17.

He was delivering me from my adversary,

and from those hating me; because they were stronger than I was.
18.

They kept confronting me in the day of my disaster,

But Jehovah was my support
19.

and He proceeded to bring me out into a roomy place;

He liberated me, because He had found delight in me.
20.

Jehovah rewards me according to my righteousness –

He repays me according to the cleanliness of my hands…
21.

– for I have kept the ways of Jehovah,

And I have not wickedly departed from my God.
22.

For all His judicial rulings are in front of me,

And I did not push His statutes away from myself.
23.

I became faultless with Him,

And I shall keep myself [distant] from my sinful inclinations.
24.

Therefore Jehovah did repay me according to my righteousness,

and according to the cleanliness of my hands before His eyes.

⇐

25.

You will act faithfully with someone faithful;

You will deal faultlessly with the faultless man;
26.

You will show Yourself clean with the one who has been cleansed...

And You will show Yourself tortuous with the crooked one;
27.

Because You will save the afflicted people;

But You will abase haughty eyes.
28.

For You Yourself will light my lamp;

Jehovah my God will illuminate my darkness...

35
36

Job 38:22-23
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah ( Matthew 3:17; Mark 1:11; Luke 3:22 ) and echoes Moses Exodus 2:10
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29.

For by You I can run against a crowd of soldiers;

And by my God I can leap clean over a [city] wall.37
30.

For the way of [the true] God is flawless;

The word of Jehovah is refined.
He is a shield to all those taking refuge in Him.
31.

For who is a God besides Jehovah!

and who is a rock except our God?!
32.

The [true] God is the One girding me closely with vital energy,

And He will make my way perfect,
33.

balancing my feet like those of the hinds,

And will make me stand upon my high places [Zion and Jerusalayim].
34.

He trains my hands for warfare,

And my arms have pressed down a bow of copper!

⇐

35.

And You will give me Your shield of salvation,

And Your Own right hand will support me,
And Your mild manner will make me great!38
36.

You have widened my steps beneath me,

So that my ankles will not shake;.
37.

therefore I shall pursue my enemies and overtake them,

And I shall not return until they are thoroughly exterminated.
38.

I shall break them in pieces so that they will not be able to rise up;

They will fall under my feet.
39.

For You will gird me with vital energy for warfare;

You will make them bow down, those who rose up against me.
40.

You have given me [the back of] the necks of my enemies;

To cause those hating me to be destroyed.
41.

...they cried for help – but there was no-one to save them –

To Jehovah! but He did not answer them.
42.

And I shall pound them fine like dust before the wind;

I shall pour them out like the mire of the streets.

⇐

43.

You have rescued me from the fault-finding of the people,

You have appointed me as the head of the [Gentile] nations –
even a people that I have not known will serve me.39
44.

They will be obedient to me at mere rumour [of me];

Sons of foreigners will come cringing to me.40

37

David contemplates his assault on the Jeb´u -sites in Zion
David declares how much his progress is due to God’s kind and patient way
39
Just as Israel discarded David while Saul pursued him, so traditionalists w ill discard Jesus Christ but the Gentiles will take him in John 3:16-21
40
Literally “will profoundly lie” – but to their ancestry, which is why the text speaks of s o n s of foreigners. Shows that the conversion of Gentiles
is for a future generation
38
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45.

The [foreign character of] sons of foreigners will fade away,

And they will come fearfully from out from their bulwarks:



Sons of foreigners, enthusiastic to mask their fear and mellow their reception

≺

46.

‘Jehovah is living, and blessed be my Rock!

And let the God of my salvation be exalted!’
47.

– the [same] God Who avenges me!41

and [who] subdues the peoples under me,
48.

the One Who delivers me from those who hate me,

and from those who rise up against me.

≻ You have exalted me! You have delivered me from the man of violence!
⇐

49.

That is why I shall give thanks for You among the nations, O Jehovah,

and I will make melody to Your Name!
50.

– to the One doing great acts of salvation for His king [Saul]42

and exercising loving-kindness toward His anointed one –
to David! and to his seed! – to time indefinite.
To the director.
A melody of David.

19

David is pleading for forgiveness of a moral sin, yet his spirituality shows! The first half
of the psalm is a genuine heart-felt glorification of God’s beauty, which is lodged in
every tongue and language, and for the beneficial nature of His laws.
In his confession, David shows that his heart is willing, but his flesh is weak – his
inclination and love of God is awe-inspiring, but he has uncontrollable sins, which he
asks God to help remove, so that he will not sin.
1.

The heavens are declaring the glory of God;

and the expanse shows the work of His hands.
2.

One day after another day it bubbles forth speech,

and one night after another night proclaims knowledge.
3.

There is no speech and no language in which their voice is unheard –

4.

Their resonance43 has gone out into all the earth

and their utterances to the extremity of the inhabited earth;
He has set a tent in them for the sun
5.

which is like a bridegroom when coming out of his nuptial chamber,

joyful like a powerful man who runs along a pathway.
6.

Its going forth begins at the extremity of the heavens

and its circuit is to their [other] end,
and there is nothing concealed from its heat.
7.

The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul;

41

David prophesies a change of heart for the sons of foreigners, that they will love Jehovah Whom he already loves
Saul could hav e been slain on many occaisions by David’s warriors, but God’s standards preserved the life of the king – even though he was
showing heated animosity toward David
43
“Cord” or “Measuring line” – in this instance the vibration of a string, their spoken word, or rule. Romans 10:18 – “their sound”
42
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the reminder of Jehovah is supportive, making the foolish one wise.
8.

The orders from Jehovah are upright, causing the heart to rejoice;

the commandment of Jehovah is clean, making the eyes shine!
9.

The fear of Jehovah is pure, established forever;

the judicial rulings of Jehovah are up-building – altogether righteous!
10.

more desirable than gold, yes, [even] than greatly refined gold;

and sweeter than honey – even that which flows from the combs.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐

11.

...and Your Own servant is enlightened by them;

there is great reward in observing them.
12.

Which man can understand [moral] errors...?

⇐ Do purge me from concealed sins!
13.

Moreover hold back Your servant from arrogant acts –

do not let them dominate me!
In that case... I shall be complete,
and I shall be innocent from much transgression.
14.

Let the sayings of my mouth and the meditation of my heart

become pleasurable before You, O Jehovah my Rock and my Redeemer.
To the director.
A melody of David.

20

This is a genuinely heartfelt psalm – likely from David to Sol´o-mon.
Possibly at his crowning – David blesses Sol´o-mon, and the people respond in support
of the new king (despite the usurper Ab´sa-lom and the attempt by Ad-o-ni´jah and their
followers) as David declares that God will answer the king’s calls.
He grows confident as the rest of Jacob give their approval and loyalty to his son.



King Sol´o-mon ––––– David

⇐ 1. May Jehovah answer you in the day of distress.
May the Name of the God of Jacob set you on high!
2.

May He send help for you from out of the Sanctuary,

and support for you from Zion.44
3.

May He remember all your gift offerings,

and may He accept your burnt offering as being fat.
♫
4.

May He give to you according to your heart,

and may He fulfil all your



[wise kingly]

counsel.

King Sol´o-mon ––––– People of Israel

≻

5.

We will cry out joyfully because of your deliverance,

and we shall lift our banners in the Name of our God.

44

Support both by his kingship and by his closeness to God’s worship
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Se´lah

May Jehovah fulfil all your petitions.
6.

Now I know that Jehovah has caused His anointed one to be saved!

He will answer him from His Holy heavens45 with the saving mighty acts of His right hand.
7.

Some trust in chariots and others in horses...

but as for us, we shall make mention of the Name of Jehovah our God.
8.

Those [war-reliant] ones have broken down and fallen;

but as for us, we are risen up! so that we may be restored.



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

9.

O Jehovah, do save the king!

He will answer us in the day that we call.
To the director.
A melody of David.

21

David sings a song of advice to Sol´o-mon, whose brothers Ab´sa-lom and Ad-o-ni´jah
tried to usurp his throne.
David thanks God for His blessing, wistfully happy that Sol´o-mon trusts God.
Then he advises Sol´o-mon to attack the renegades head-on – those who worked both
secretly and overtly to take his crown – show no mercy, because God’s blessing is
indisputably on Sol´o-mon, for he is to build His temple in Jerusalayim



Almighty God ––––– a lover of David (a Le´vite or priest or prophet?)

≻

1.

O Jehovah, the king will rejoice in Your strength;

– and how greatly he has rejoiced in Your salvation!
2.

You have given him his heart’s desires,

and You have not withheld the wish of his lips.
♫
3.

For You welcomed him with good blessings,

[and]
4.

Se´lah

will place a crown of refined gold on his head!

He asked for life from You – [and] You gave [it] to him,

length of days to time indefinite, even forever.46
5.

His glory is great in Your salvation.

You have overlaid dignity and splendour upon him
6.

for You constitute him highly blessed forever;

You have made him exceedingly happy to be before You,



David (wistfully) –––––

↻ 7. ...for the king trusts in Jehovah,
and with the loving-kindness of the Most High, he will not be made to waver.



David ––––– Sol´o-mon

⇒ 8. Your hand will find all your enemies;47

45

It would seem that God’s blessing was made evident at the public blessing for Sol´o -mon while David was alive, enabling him to write this
definite statement 1 s t Chronicles 29:10-23
46
That is, of the Davidic line 2 n d Chronicles 13:5
47
Those such as Jo´ab and Ad -oni´jah who worked to usurp the kingship from the grasp of Sol´o -mon

Psalms – book 1

Page 59 of 299

[yes – ]
9.

Your right hand48 will find those who hate you.

You should arrange them as a fiery furnace49 for the appointed time of your attention...

Jehovah in His anger will swallow them up, and the fire will devour them.50 
10.

You will destroy their fruitage from the very earth

and their offspring from among the sons of men,
11.

for they intended evil against you;

they devised a plan... but they are unable to carry it out.
12.

Therefore make them turn their backs in flight

by aiming your bowstrings on their faces.

≻

13.

O be exalted in Your strength, O Jehovah.

We will sing and make melody to Your mightiness.
To the director upon the Hind of the Dawn.
A melody of David.

22

This appears to be when David is on the run from Saul. At this time, he is hungry, alone,
frightened as the whole might of the King is against him, still not understanding why.
His Israelite adversaries – devoid of respect for God –mocked him as he left.
David speaks prophetically of the Mes-si´ah, that he will declare the news in the
congregation, and that God will make praise for him in the vast congregation (of
nations) – for they will serve Jehovah also. The promised seed will come for a
generation yet to be born



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. My God, my God, why have You let go of me?
[why are You]
[far from]
2.

51 

far from saving me,

the words of my distress call?

O my God, I called out in the daytime, but You did not respond;

and by night – there is no silence on my part...
3.

But You are the Holy One,

enthroned on the praises of Israel.
4.

Our fathers52 trusted in You;

they trusted, and You kept delivering them.
5.

They cried out to You, and they got away safe;

they trusted in You, and were not disappointed.
6.

But I am a worm53 and not a man –

a reproach of men and despicable to the people.
7.

All who see me hold me in derision;

48

intimate knowledge concerning David’s closeness to the Mes -si´ah – see Psalm 110
Deuteronomy 4:20; Jeremiah 11:4
50
Those who kill the Mes-si´ah, comparing them to Egypt at the Exodus Deuteronomy 4:20 See Revelation 9:2
51
E´li, E´li, la´ma sa -bach-tha´ni?’ Psalm 88:14; Matthew 27:45; Mark 15:33; Acts 2:25 and Jonah 2:2-3 . This famous phrase is mis -spoken by
traditionalists in order to invoke a different psalm, avoiding this one which does quotes Jesus’ accusers while he was being executed.
52
Reference to the forefathers – Abraham, Isaac, Israel – which distant ones are held in high regard by the Jews
53
In reference to the coccus ilicis and its means of progeneration Deuteronomy 28:39; Isaiah 41:14 – Matthew 21:37-38; Mark 12:7; Luke 20:14;
John 11:49-50
49
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They open their mouths wide and shake [their] head:



reproachful men, mocking David –––––

≺ He trusted in Jehovah!54
↩ 8. ‘Let Him rescue him!
He can take him if He likes him!’
9. [...Yes,

I trusted in Jehovah!]

for You drew me forth from the womb,

the One Who gave me confidence while
10.

[I lay]

upon my mother’s breasts.

I was thrown upon You from the womb;

You have been my God from [the moment I left] my mother’s belly.
11.

Do not keep far off from me, because distress is nearby,

and no-one is helping.
12.

Many young bulls have surrounded me;

the powerful ones of Ba´shan [idol worshippers] have encompassed me.
13.

They have opened their mouth wide against me,

like a lion biting pieces [of flesh] and roaring.
14.

I have been poured out like water55

and all my bones have been separated from one another.56
My heart has become like wax – it has melted in the midst of my body.
15.

My power has dried up just like a fragment of earthenware,

and my tongue is stuck to my gums;
and You have reduced me to the dust of death!
16.

For dogs have surrounded me –

the assembly of evildoers have enclosed me –
effectively piercing my hands and my feet [unable to forage food or escape the region]. 
17.

...I am able to count all my bones.

they look – even stare – at me.
18.

...they [the evildoers] apportion my garments among themselves,

and they cast lots upon my clothing. 57 

⇐

19.

But You must not keep distant, O Jehovah my strength!

Hurry to my assistance!
20.

Deliver my soul from the sword,

my beloved58 from the paw of the dog;
21.

Save me from the mouth of the lion!59

54

The Hebrew of this exclamation from David’s oppressors is difficult to translate. Some render it as “He trusted to Jehovah”, but it could be
“Wallow yourself off to Jehovah” or even ( insultingly ) “Dung! To Jehovah” – possibly illustrating the character of David’s detractors ( recall
that Saul also had murderous intent toward the prophet Samuel )
55
David effectively being sacrificed, prophetic of the Mes -si´ah( Matthew 26:27; Mark 14:24; Luke 22:20 )
56
Possibly dislocated, like Jacob wrestling with the angel Genesis 32:24-32 See Jesus’ execution
57
David’s home looted – he is not expected to return. John 19:23-24; Exodus 28:32
58
Possibly “my only one” – possibly a reference to his wife Mi´chal ( “who is like God” ) who is exposed and in danger
59 s t
1 Samuel 17:34-35
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for You heard me from among the horns of wild bulls [opulent sacrifices].
22.

I will declare Your Name to my brothers;

I will praise You – in the middle of the assembly!



David ––––– people in congregation loyal to God

≺

23.

YOU fearers of Jehovah: praise Him!

All YOU the seed of Jacob, glorify Him!



David ––––– people of 10 tribes that would become Israel

≺ ...and be in fear of Him, all YOU the seed of Israel. 60
24.

For He has neither despised nor loathed the affliction of the afflicted one;

neither has He concealed His face from him,
but [rather] when he cried to Him for help – He listened!
25.

– praise toward me from You will be in the vast assembly!

I shall pay My vows in front of those fearing Him:
26.

the meek ones will eat... and be satisfied;

those seeking Jehovah will praise Him!

≺ May YOUR hearts live forever!
27.

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn back to Jehovah,

and all the families of the nations will bow down before Your face.
28.

for the kingship belongs to Jehovah,

and He is ruler in the nations.
29.

All the rich ones of the earth shall eat and will bow down;

all those going down to the dust will bend down before Him,
for no one can preserve his own soul alive.
30.

A seed61 will serve Him;

it will be declared for Jehovah to the generation.
31.

They will come and tell of his righteousness

to the people that is to be born, that He has done

[this].

A melody of David.

23

It is easy to forget from this beautiful psalm that David is actually on the run. God
makes it safe for him to rest in the open air – not merely in caves – and whenever water
is needed, God takes him there! See Psalm 138 which is a codicil to this



1.

Jehovah is my Shepherd – I will lack nothing!

2.

He reclines me in grassy pastures; He leads me to peaceful waters.

3.

He restores my soul, and He leads me in the paths of righteousness – for His Name’s sake

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 4. Even though I walk in the valley of deep shadow I shall not fear evil,

60

Even at this stage while David is on the run from Saul, the signs were there that Judah would stand alone, and the 10 tribes of Jacob would
become wayward Israel – the one who wrestled with God
61
The seed of promise, through Abraham?
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for You are with me – Your rod and Your staff comfort me.62
5.

You prepare a table before me in front of my enemies.

You have greased my head with oil – my cup overflows!
6.

Surely goodness and loving-kindness will pursue me all the days of my life63

and I will dwell in the house of Jehovah all [my] days.
Of David.
A melody.

24

Prophetic of the fall of Babylon – which was already known to have its gates on the river
Eu-phra´tes.
God’s blessing is on those who follow Him cleanly – the ones even of the nations who
seek His Own nation, Israel.
A call to Jerusalayim to accept God as king, even as David enters – prophetic of the
Christ entering the Eastern gate
1.

To Jehovah belong the earth and that which fills it,

the inhabited land – and those dwelling in it! –
2.

for He has set it rising against the waters,

and keeps it firmly established above the rivers.



“wisdom” ––––– rhetorical question

⇐ 3. Who may ascend into the mountain of Jehovah,
and who will rise up in His Holy place?

↪ 4. ...Anyone innocent in his hands and pure in heart,
who has not dedicated his soul to worthlessness,
nor taken an oath deceitfully.
5.

He will carry away blessing from Jehovah

and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

6.

Psalm 15 (paraphrased)

This is the generation of those following Him,

the ones searching for Your face, O Jacob.
♫



Se´lah

David ––––– Jerusalayim

≺

7.

RAISE YOUR heads, O YOU gates,

and be raised up, O YOU gateways of old,
so that the King of glory may come in!

↩ 8. Who then is this King of glory?
↪ Jehovah! Strong and mighty,
Jehovah mighty in battle.

≺

62
63

9.

Raise YOUR heads, O YOU gates;

Psalm 138:7
Psalm 138:8
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yes, raise [them] up, O YOU gateways of old,
so that the King of glory may come in!

↩

10.

Who is He, this King of glory?

↪ Jehovah of Armies – He! Is the King of glory.64
♫
Of David.

25


א

[A´leph]

Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

I lift up my very soul to You, O Jehovah,

בּ

2.

[Bet]

I have put my trust in You, O my God;

let me not be ashamed, may my enemies not celebrate over me.

ג

3.

[Gi´mel]

Moreover, let none of those hoping in You be ashamed,

let those [who] act treacherously without cause be ashamed.

4.

Let me know Your way

[of living],

ד

[Da´leth]

ה

[Hey]

O Jehovah;

teach me Your pathways.

5.

Lead me in Your truth;

ו

[Vav]

ז

[Za´yin]

teach me, for You are my God of salvation.
I earnestly hope in You all day long.

6.

Remember Your mercies, O Jehovah, and Your loving-kindnesses,

for they are from time indefinite.

ח

7.

[Chehth]

O do not remember the sins of my youth and my revolts.

but remember me according to Your loving-kindness,
for the sake of Your goodness, O Jehovah.

8.

64

Jehovah is good and upright.

ט

[Tehth]

King David acknowledges God as the King
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Se´lah

That is why He urges sinners in the way [of living].

י

9.

[Yohdh]

He will guide the meek ones to walk in [His] judicial decision,

and He will teach the meek ones His way.

כ

10.

[Kaph]

All the paths of Jehovah are loving-kindness and trueness

for those observing His covenant and His reminders.

⇐

11.

ל

[La´medh]

מ

[Mem]

For Your Name’s sake, O Jehovah,

forgive my error! for it is considerable!

12.

Who, now, is the man fearful of Jehovah?

He [God] will direct him in the way [that] He will choose;

13.

his soul will lodge in goodness itself,

נ

[Nun]

and his offspring will take inherit the earth.

ס

14.

[Sa´mekh]

Intimacy with Jehovah belongs to those fearful of Him,

and He will make His covenant known to them.

15.

ע

[A´yin]

פ

[Pey]

My eyes are constantly toward Jehovah,

for He releases my feet out of the net.

⇐

16.

Turn Your face to me, and show me favour;

for I am alone and afflicted.

17.

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

ר

[Rehsh]

Distresses of my heart have grown larger;

O lead me out from my stresses.

18.

See my affliction and my toil,

and pardon all my sins.
19.

See how my enemies have increased,

and [how] they hate me with a violent hatred.65

65

Psalm 139:22
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20.

שׁ

Do guard my soul and deliver me.

[Shin]

Let me not be ashamed, for I have taken refuge in You.

ת

21.

[Tav]

Let integrity and uprightness protect me,

for I earnestly hope in You.

⇐

22.

O God, redeem Israel out of all his distresses.
Of David.

26

David has sinned, and is contrite. He loves God, loves the Tabernacle which he wants
to pitch near his proposed palace on Mt Zion, and fears being separated from it. In his
love and contrition, he calls on God’s forgiveness so that his heart does not break



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Judge me, O Jehovah, for I have walked in my integrity,
and I have trusted in Jehovah, so that I may not waver.
2.

Examine me, O Jehovah, and put me to the test –

refine my heart and my mind.
3.

For Your loving-kindness is in front of my eyes,

and I have walked in Your truth.
4.

I have not sat with evil men;

nor walked with deceivers –
5.

I have hated the congregation of evildoers,

and will not sit with the wicked ones –
6.

I shall wash my hands as one free from guilt,66

and I will march around and around Your altar, O Jehovah,
7.

To cause thanksgiving to be heard aloud,

and to declare all Your wonderful works!
8.

Jehovah, I have loved the tent of Your house –

the place of the residence of Your Glory.
9.

Do not take away my soul along with criminals,

nor my life along with blood-guilty men
10.

In whose hands there are evil schemes,

and whose right hand is full of bribery.
11.

As for me, I shall walk in my integrity.

O redeem me and show me favour.
12.

My foot will stand on a level place;

66

Prophetic of the wake of Christ’s ministry – of Pontius Pilate Matthew 27:24, of Rome surrounding the Temple and Jerusalem, and – with
Jerusalem’s fall – the thanksgiving as the fulfilment of his s igns of the end which shows him to be the Mes -si´ah

Page 66 of 299

Psalms – book 1

I shall bless Jehovah among the congregated throngs.
Of David.

27

After several years’ running from Saul, David is finally settled in Zion! It is a secure
height, and he is going to bring the Tabernacle and the Ark of the covenant there... and
is already feeling the urge to build a Temple in Jerusalayim!
His faith in God is beautiful! So confident of His deliverance, so trusting, so loving!
And he instils this in his people, now that he is the king of a united nation. But he asks
Jehovah for help, because some of his own inner circle are false to him and seek his
removal...
1.

Jehovah is my light and my salvation – whom will I fear?!

Jehovah is the stronghold of my life – who will startle me?!67
2.

When my mischievous adversaries and my personal enemies drew near to eat up my flesh,

they themselves stumbled and fell!
3.

If an army should encamp against me, my heart will not fear;

Though war should rise against me, even then I shall be confident.
4. [There

is]

one thing that I have asked from Jehovah – it is what I earnestly seek:

That I may dwell in the house 68 of Jehovah all the days of my life,
to behold the pleasantness of Jehovah
and to look with appreciation upon His temple.
5.

For He will hide me in His Tabernacle in the evil day –

He will hide me in the folds of His tent69
raising me high on the rock [Mt Zion];
6.

then my head will be high above my enemies round about me;

and I will offer sacrifices of joyful shouting at His tent70 –
I will sing and make melody to Jehovah!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 7. Hear, O Jehovah, when I call with my voice,
show me kindness and answer me.
8.



My heart has said about You:

King David (as counsel from Almighty God) ––––– enemies rebelling against God’s anointed King

⇒ ‘SEEK My face, YOU people.’

I will earnestly seek Your face, O Jehovah!
9.

Do not conceal Your face from me,

do not lean away from Your servant in anger.
You have been my help –
do not push me away nor let go of me, O my God of salvation.
10.

– if my own father and mother were to forsake me,

67

Hebrews 13:6
( Psalm 23:6 ) The pavilion was erected on Mt. Zion in the city of David
69
Psalm 31:19-20
70
David had pleaded for help from a crag, and while vulnerable and hungry and isolated. To be in God’s Tabernacle at a time of crisis – to offer
songs of praise to God at such a time! – would be a splendid way to implore God’s help
68
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Jehovah would gather me up!
11.

Direct me, O Jehovah, in Your way,

and lead me on the level path on account of those hostile around me.
12.

Do not give me over to the soul of my opponents;

for false witnesses have risen up against me,
who breathe forth violence.
13.



Unless I had trusted in the goodness of Jehovah, I would not have seen the land of the living!

David ––––– Israel

≺

14.

Hope patiently in Jehovah; be courageous and let your heart be strong.

Yes! Hold close to Jehovah!
Of David.

28

During the process of arranging for the Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle to be
brought up to Jerusalayim, David meets more opposition from those who do not share
his love for God. Their bad standards, lack of honesty, self-ambition have all taken hold
– a symptom of the lack of spirit upon King Saul.
But David calls to God, and God answers him; whatever of his actions have been
corrupted and distorted into bad ways, God sees his sincerity – that they were
manipulated – and He acts against the evil-doers. David now calls on the rest of Israel
to follow God, as His evident disapproval of the wicked ones becomes more apparent



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. I have called to You, O Jehovah my Rock,
do not be silent71 toward me,
for if You keep still toward me then I will become like those going down to the pit [prison, cistern].
2.

Hear the voice of my earnest prayer when I cry to You for help,

when I raise my hands to the oracle [Ark of the Covenant] of Your Holy place.
3.

Do not include me with wicked people and with those who practice hurtfulness,

those who are speaking peace with their companions but have badness in their hearts.
4.

Give to them according to their deeds

and according to the badness of their actions.
Give to them according to the work of their hands.
Pay back to them their own treatment.
5.

...for they have no regard for the activities of Jehovah,

nor for the work of His hands...
He will tear them down and not build them up [again].
6.

Blessed be Jehovah! for He has heard the voice of my entreaties.

7.

Jehovah is my strength and my shield.

My heart trusted in Him, and I have been helped, so that my heart rejoices
and I will praise Him with my song!

71

“be silent” – the Hebrew means “scratch” – as in ploughing, and is matched in v 3 “ include” or “...draw me along” – the Hebrew also means
“to sow ( seed )”
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8.

Jehovah is a strength to His people,

and He is a stronghold of salvations for His anointed one.

⇐ 9. Do save Your people, and bless Your inheritance;
and shepherd them and carry them to time indefinite.
A melody of David.
[[on the last day of the festival for the Tabernacle]]

29

David urges effort – then worship – from the priests and Le´vites who are carrying the
Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant up the slope to Mt. Zion – a great day! It was
accompanied by tremendous earthquake of God’s acknowledgement, showing His
evidence across the nations, just as David had prayed for Psalm 22:27-28 and uniting
Israel under the sign of God’s presence Ephesians 2:14-18



David ––––– Priests and Le´vites

≺

1.

GIVE to Jehovah, O YOU sons of God,72

Give glory and strength to Jehovah.
2.

Give to Jehovah the glory of His Name.

Bow down to Jehovah in Holy adornment.
3.

The voice of Jehovah is upon the waters...

The God of glory has thundered!73
Jehovah is upon many waters.
4.

The voice of Jehovah is powerful;

The voice of Jehovah is magnificent.
5.

The voice of Jehovah has burst the cedars –

Yes, Jehovah has burst the cedars of Leb´a-non into pieces!74
6.

He makes Leb´a-non and Sir´i-on [Mt. Her´mon] skip about like a calf,

like the sons of wild bulls!
7.

The voice of Jehovah is hewing with the flames of fire;

8.

the voice of Jehovah is making the wilderness writhe –

Jehovah is making the wilderness of Ka´desh writhe. 75 
9.

The voice of Jehovah is making the hinds writhe with [premature] birth pains

and is stripping the forests bare.
And in His temple all [His loyal ones] cry out:
‘Glory!’
10.

Jehovah has seated Himself upon the flow;

and Jehovah sits as King to time indefinite.
11.

Jehovah will give strength to His people.

Jehovah will bless His people with peace.

72

Literally, “sons of deities”, but treating the plural as a plural of majesty for Almighty makes sense here, to show David cal ling to the heavenly
sons of God for their worship of Him to mirror his own
73
“The voice of Jehovah” occurs 7 times. See Revelation 10
74
This happens very rarely, and only in isolated cases, when a tree is struck by lightning – the sap turns to steam and the tree bursts apart. Se e
explanation of the plague of hail on Egypt Exodus 9:22-25; Psalm 105:32-33
75
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah’s execution – Ka´desh = “Holy, Sanctuary” ( Matthew 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45 )
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A melody.
A song of inauguration of the house.
Of David.

30

David speaks from experience of being under God: his anger is as at evening – then the
sun goes down when all sleep – but the morning brings jubilation for the whole day.
When God is distant, he appeals to Him and to his Lord, the pre-human Mes-si´ah –
stressing that David’s glory can be for God, and not for himself – and God answers him
and saves him from misery and death.



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

I shall exalt You, O Jehovah, for You have drawn me up

and You have not let my enemies rejoice over me.
2.

I cried to You for help O Jehovah my God... and You have healed me!

3.

O Jehovah, You have brought up my soul from She´ol itself;

You have kept me alive, so that I should not go down into the pit.



David ––––– sons of Judah and Israel loyal to Almighty God

≺

4.

MAKE melody to Jehovah, O YOU His loyal ones!

Give thanks for memories of His Holiness;
5.

because [being under] His anger is for a moment,

[but being]

in His favour is for a lifetime!

In the evening there is weeping [with you], but in the morning there is Jubilation.76
6.

When in my ease I said:




King David –––––

↻ ‘I shall never be made to fall.’77

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 7. In Your goodwill, O Jehovah, You have made my mountain to stand strong!
You concealed Your face... [and] I became troubled....
8.

I kept calling to You, O Jehovah,

and I pleaded to my Lord for favour:78



David’s Lord (pre-human Mes-si´ah) ––––– King David

⇐ 9. What profit is there in my blood when I go down to the pit?
Will the dust laud you? Will it tell of your trustworthiness?



Almighty God ––––– King David

⇐

10.

Hear, O Jehovah, and show me favour.

O Jehovah, be my Helper...
11.

You changed my mourning into dancing for me...

You loosened my sack-cloth, and You girded me with joy!
12.

in order that [my] glory may make melody to You,79 and not be silent.

76

See John 16:20; 2 n d Peter 1:19
New confidence – not in self, but in God
78
The Hebrew reads Adonay – used ( solely ) to represent Jehovah – and were it not for Psalm 110 it would automatically be rendered he re.
However this may be an instance where David is calling on his Lord, the Mes -si´ah, with “Adonay” still being addressed to a Divine one
79
David’s kingship to reflect God’s glory
77
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I will laud You, O Jehovah my God, to time indefinite!
To the director.
A melody of David80.

31

David calls to God for help – for He has helped in the past, for which David rejoices!
But now, his power is fading, his popularity undermined by slander and conspiracy, and
his life is in danger. Still he trusts in Jehovah – knowing that the opposers will meet
She´ol rather than him, for God protects those loyal to Him.
When God answers his prayer, then David rejoices, encouraging others to enjoy the
same delight by calling to Him themselves



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. I have put my trust in You, O Jehovah.
O may I never be ashamed.
Provide escape for me in Your righteousness.
2.

Incline Your ear to me – deliver me speedily.

Become the Rock of my stronghold, a fortress to keep me safe...

⇐ 3. For You are my Rock and my stronghold,
and You have led me and conducted me for the sake of Your Name.
4.

You will bring me out of the net that they have concealed to trap me,

for You are my fortress.
5.

Into Your hand I entrust my spirit.81

You have redeemed me, O Jehovah the God of truth.
6.

I hate those who defend vain idols;

but as for me, I trust in Jehovah.

⇐ 7. I will exult and rejoice in Your loving-kindness,
in that You have seen my affliction –
You have known about the distresses of my soul,
8.

and You have not imprisoned me in the hand of the enemy;

You have made my feet stand in a wide-open place!

⇐ 9. Show me favour, O Jehovah, for I am in dire straits.
My eye has become weak with distress... indeed my body, and my [very] soul!
10.

For my life has been consumed by grief,

and my years in sighing.
My power has failed because of my iniquity,
and my very bones have wasted away.
11.

I was a reproach to all my adversaries...

but especially so to my neighbours! –
and a dreadful thing to my [own] acquaintances!!

80

When in a city under stress – see v:21
Final words of the Mes-si´ah Luke 23:46. culminating with God’s proving Himself faithful in the sacrifice, in order to redeem Jesus from the
grave. Compare Genesis 49:18
81
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When seeing me in the street, they would flee from me.
12.

I was forgotten like someone dead in their heart.

I had become like a broken vessel
13.

– for I heard the slander of the many –

Fright being on all sides –
While they took counsel together against me,
They plotted to take away my soul!
14.

But I – I put my trust in You, O Jehovah.

I said:



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘You are my God.’
15.

My times are in Your hand.

Deliver me from the hand of my enemies and from those persecuting me.
16.

Let Your face shine upon Your servant.

Save me in Your loving-kindness.
17.

O Jehovah, do not let me be ashamed, 82 for I have called on You.

May the wicked ones be ashamed,
may they keep silent in She´ol.
18.

Let lying lips be silenced,

[those]

⇐

19.

which proudly and arrogantly speak grievous things against the righteous one.

How abundant is Your goodness, which You have treasured up for those fearing You!

You have moulded those who take refuge in You, right in front of the sons of men!
20.

You will conceal them in the shelter83 of Your Presence from the conspiracies of men.

You will protect them with Your booth from the quarrelling of tongues.



David ––––– loyal lovers of God

≺

21.

Blessed be Jehovah!

– for He has rendered His wonderful loving-kindness to me in a city under siege.
22.



As for me, when I became panicky I said:

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘I have been cut off from before Your eyes!

[from Your presence] ’

...surely You heard the voice of my supplication when I cried to You for help!

≺

23.

O LOVE Jehovah, all YOU His loyal ones.

Jehovah is safeguarding the faithful ones,
but He is repaying exceedingly anyone acting haughtily.
24.

Be courageous, and He will strengthen YOUR heart,

All those who are waiting for Jehovah.

82
83

David is fearful of weakening and being unfaithful through the stresses he is under – Luke 22:39
Psalm 27:5
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Of David.
Mas´kil [“poem of contemplation or enlightenment”].

32

David tells of confession to God, Who will forgive a contrite heart of even a grievous sin
– possibly alluding to his sin with U-ri´ah the Hit´tite. The sin will harm us if we retain
it for too long and we will find our freedoms severely constrained, unable to serve God
well. David delights that confessing to God is a shelter from that trap – and that the
joyful song of the pardoned one will inspire others!
1.

Happy is the one whose revolt is forgiven, whose sin is covered over [buried, deemed dead].

2.

Happy is the man to whose account Jehovah does not retain guilt,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit...



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 3. When I was kept silent [by sore conscience] my bones wore out through my groaning all day long,
4.

for Your hand [David’s guilt before God] was heavy upon me both by day and by night –

my freshness was transformed into the dry heat of summer.

5.

I acknowledged my offence to You, and I did not hide my iniquity

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

[deliberate attempts to hide it].

I said:



King David –––––

↻ ‘I shall confess my transgressions to Jehovah.’
and You... pardoned the iniquity of my offences!

⇐ 6. Because of this, every loyal one will pray to You! while You may be found...84
for certainly they will not attempt to reach to Him from within a flood of many waters.85

⇐ 7. You are a hiding place for me; You will safeguard me from tight situations [constraint of circumstances]...
You will surround me with joyful cries of deliverance!
♫



Se´lah

Almighty God ––––– David

⇒ 8. I shall make you have insight and direct your course in the way you should go.
I will give advice with My



[kindly]

eye upon you.

Almighty God ––––– David and other grievous – but contrite – sinners

⇒ 9. Do not MAKE yourselves like a horse or mule without understanding,
whose spiritedness has to be curbed with bridle and halter
before [they] [owners] will come near you.

10.

There are many pains for the wicked one,

but loving-kindness will envelope the one trusting in Jehovah.



David ––––– loyal lovers of God

≺

11.

Rejoice in Jehovah YOU righteous ones, and exalt

84

At this time, sins were atoned for by sacrifices… but there was nothing sufficient to cover some sins. This “secret” of David’s might allude to
U-ri´ah the Hit´tite 2 n d Samuel 11:14-27 whom David conspired to kill to hide his taking his wife, Bath -she´ba` Isaiah 55:6; John 12:35 David’s
delight expresses the joy of God’s kindness, that no contrite soul will be left behind.
85
It is easier on the conscience to approach God silently over one serious sin, rather than before many people
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And cry out joyfully, all YOU who are upright in heart.

33
Likely an extension of the previous psalm, by a psalmist qualified to command the
playing of melody to Jehovah.
The psalmist urges rejoicing in God, stressing that God’s ways are straight – not
convoluted or filled with caveats v4. He simply spoke, and the world was created –
commanded, and the new world established itself in its allotted ways. In giving good
counsel, he exposes the ways of the most convoluted of human deeds vv 14-15 – who
have no salvation – whereas simply trusting in God brings deliverance. The psalmist
ends with the respectful request for deliverance in return for trust in God.



Psalmist (David?) ––––– loyal lovers of God

≺

1.

CRY out joyfully over Jehovah, YOU righteous ones,

it is natural [seemly appropriate] for the upright ones to give praise.

4.

2.

Play on the harp to Jehovah, make melody to Him on a ten-stringed lyre.

3.

Sing to Him a new song – beat [the drum] loudly and skilfully!

For the word of Jehovah is upright,

and all His work is in faithfulness:
5.

He is a lover of righteousness and justice –

the earth is filled with the loving-kindness of Jehovah!
6.

The heavens were made by the word of Jehovah

and all their army by the spirit of His mouth.
7.

He gathers the waters of the sea into plumes [waves or water-spouts],

[then]
8.

deposits them in the vaults of the deep.

Let all men be in fear of Jehovah,

let all who dwell on the earth stand in awe of Him!
9.

– for He spoke... and it came to be;

He commanded... and it stood firm.
10.

Jehovah has broken the counsel of the nations –

He has thwarted the contrivances of the peoples –
11. [but]

the counsel of Jehovah will stand to time indefinite;

the plans of His heart are for one generation after another.
12. [Therefore]

Happy is the nation whose God is Jehovah,

The people whom He has chosen as His inheritance!
13.

Jehovah has observed from the heavens...

He has seen all the sons of men...
14.

from His dwelling place He has examined all those dwelling on the earth,

15. [He]

– the One Who moulds their hearts as one [at their start]

and causes [people to have] discernment regarding all of their deeds:
16.

No king is saved by the size of his army –

even a warrior is not delivered by the abundance of power.
17.

The horse is false security [for salvation],

he [king or warrior] will not escape by the abundance of its power.
18.

Look...! The eye of Jehovah is toward those fearing Him,

– those waiting patiently for His loving-kindness –
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19.

in order to deliver their soul from death

and to preserve them alive during famine.
20.

Our soul waits86 for Jehovah.

– He is our Helper and our Shield –
21.

for our heart will rejoice in Him,

because we trust in His Holy Name.



Almighty God ––––– Psalmist

≻

22.

Let your loving-kindness, O Jehovah, be upon us,

we who wait for You.
Of David, at the time of his disguising his sanity before A-bim´e-lech,87
so that he drove him out and he went away.

34

David recounts his experience to afflicted people... they brighten, they turn to God
themselves and cannot hide their delight! Even the endangered warrior is happy when
he places his trust in Jehovah! David even counsels priests... and they benefit from his
experience of closeness with Jehovah!

1.

א

I will bless Jehovah at all times;

[A´leph]

His praise will be in my mouth constantly.

2.

My soul will boast in Jehovah –

[other]



בּ

[Bet]

afflicted ones will hear... and will rejoice!

ג

[Gi´mel]

David ––––– afflicted people

⇒ 3. O magnify Jehovah with me, YOU people,
and we shall lift up His Name together!

ד

4.

[Da´leth]

I sought Jehovah, and He answered me!

and He delivered me from all my pressing fears!

5.

...[then] they

[the afflicted people]

ה

[Hey]

ז

[Za´yin]

looked to Him, and became radiant

and their faces could not be restrained!

6.

– this afflicted one

[David himself]

called, and Jehovah heard.

and He freed him from all his constraints.

86

“wait” – the Hebrew implies piercing, as a slave who does not want release fr om his master at the end of the seven years’ service. God’s people
are labelled for him Exodus 21:5-6; Deuteronomy 15:16 -18; ( Jesus Christ loyal to God Matthew 27:32 ; Mark 15:22; Luke 23:32 ; John 19:16 )
87
A-bim´e-lech is the title of kings – his name was A´chish 1 s t Samuel 21:10-15
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7.

ח

[Chehth]

ט

[Tehth]

...the angel of Jehovah encamps around those fearing Him,

and he rescues them!

≺

8.

Taste and realise that Jehovah is good, YOU people –

the warrior who takes refuge in Him is happy!



י

[Yohdh]

David ––––– sons of Israel

≺

9.

Fear Jehovah, YOU His Holy ones,

for those revering Him lack nothing.88

10.

The maned young lions

[adversaries]

כ

[Kaph]

have little on hand and go hungry;

but those seeking Jehovah will not lack anything good!

11.

Come, YOU children, listen to me;

ל

[La´medh]

I shall teach YOU what the fear of Jehovah is:

מ

12.

[Mem]

Who is the man that is pleased with his life,

enjoying his days so as to see good [things]?

נ

13. [then]

[Nun]

safeguard your tongue from badness,

and your lips from deceitful speech.

14.

ס

[Sa´mekh]

ע

[A´yin]

Turn away from evil, and do good;

search for peace... then pursue it.

15.

The eyes of Jehovah are toward the righteous ones,

and His ears are toward their cry for help.

פ

16.

[Pey]

The face of Jehovah is against those doing what is bad,

so as to cut off the very mention of them from the earth.

17.

...[then] they

[the Holy ones]

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

cried out, and Jehovah heard

88

These Holy ones had heard that Saul had slaughtered the priests of Jeho vah 1 st Samuel 22:12-21, but David protected the sole survivor A-bi´athar, just as God was protecting David 1 s t Samuel 22:23
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and He snatched them away from all their constraints!

ק

18.

[Qohph]

Jehovah is near to the broken-hearted;

and He saves those who are crushed in spirit.

ר

19.

[Rehsh]

Many are the calamities of the righteous one, 89 

but Jehovah will deliver him out of them all:

שׁ

20.

[Shin]

He is guarding all the bones of that one –

not one of them has been broken. 90 

21.

Calamity will execute the wicked one

ת

[Tav]

and the ones hating the righteous will be held guilty.
22.

Jehovah redeems the soul of His servants;

and none of those taking refuge in Him will be held guilty. 91
Of David.

35

David pleads for help for those persecuting him, seeking to take his soul. Vindictive and
slandering, they have “bereaved his soul” 1st Samuel 22:12-21 They repay bad for the
sincere good of David’s heart, mocking his affliction. They pursue him as if hunting
prey, but he prays for the delight of others when they see God’s protection of the
righteous



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Do contend with my contenders, O Jehovah,
fight those who fight against me.
2.

Take hold of buckler and large spiked shield,

and do rise up to help me,
3.

Unsheathe Your spear and stop the approach of those pursuing me.

Say to my soul:



Almighty God ––––– David

⇒ ‘I am your salvation.’
4.

May those who demand my soul be shamed and confounded,

may those scheming calamity for me be turned back and be disappointed,
5.

may they become like chaff before the wind,

and may Jehovah’s angel push [them] along.
6.

Let their way become darkness and slippery,

89

Mes-si´ah who, despite many attempts to harm him beforetime, lived to fulfil prophecy by his death on Ni´san 14 t h
John 19:31-33
91
Though having the same sins as the hater, theirs will be forgiven because they finally sought refuge with God, whereas the un repentant hater
will be deemed guilty Psalm 32
90
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– and let Jehovah’s angel chase after them –
7.

...for they have primed their netted pit for me, without cause –

without cause they have dug it for [to snare] my soul.
8.

Let ruin come upon him without his knowing,

and let his net which he buried catch him;
let him fall ruinously into it...
9.

But let my own soul be joyful in Jehovah;

let it rejoice in His salvation.
10.



Let my entire being [all my bones] say:

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘O Jehovah, who is there like You,
delivering the afflicted one from one stronger than he is,
and the afflicted and poor one from the one robbing him?’

11.

False witnesses rise up;

they demand of me things which I do not know about.
12.

They reward me with bad for good,

to the bereavement92 of my soul.
13.

As for me, when they [Saul and his family] became ill, my clothing became sack-cloth,

I afflicted my soul with fasting –
my prayer would return over my own heart.93
14.

As if for my companion, or my brother –

I bent over like someone mourning for a mother! ...
15.

...but when I became lame they rejoiced and gathered together [to celebrate];

The bruisers gathered together against me [put aside any differences], but I did not know it –
They ripped [me] to pieces and did not cease.
16.

Like hypocritical mockers at a feast94

They grind their teeth against me.

⇐

17.

O Jehovah, how long will You keep watching?

Do restore my soul from their ravages –
my only one! from the maned young lions.

⇐

18.

I will laud You in the assembly;

I shall praise You among an abundance of people.
19.

Do not let those who are my enemies – for no reason – rejoice over me,

nor let those hating me without cause 95  wink the eye –
20.

for they do not speak peace,

92

( Psalm 38:19-20; Proverbs 17:13 ) Saul’s men falsely accuse him and the priests, and slaughters the entire priesthood of A -him´e-lech the son
of A-hi´tub 1 s t Samuel 22:12-21
93
Difficult to translate poetically. Though David’s prayer is reaching toward the person who has been injured, it first meets his own heart which
is so empathetically hurting for them as to be identical
94
Fuelled by wine, they make fun of others who commit similar sins as their own – perhaps deducing the burden of sin by another’s sacrifice.
95
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Job 19:27-28; John 15:25
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but scheme deceptive things against the peaceful ones of the earth.
21.

And they open their mouth widely against me.

They have said [fraudulently]:



King David ––––– enemies

≻ ‘Aha! Aha! Our eye has seen [your transgression]!’
22.

You have seen [this], O Jehovah. Do not keep silent.

O Jehovah, do not keep Yourself far from me.
23.

Do arouse Yourself and awake O my God for my judgement –

for my legal case O Jehovah.
24.

Judge me according to Your righteousness, O Jehovah my God,

and may they not rejoice over me.
25.



O may they not say in their heart:

––––– enemies

↻ ‘Aha, [food for] our soul!’
May they not declare:

≻ ‘We have swallowed him up.’
26.

Let all those be ashamed and dejected together who are joyful at my adversity.

Let those who are assuming great airs against me be clothed with shame and humiliation.
27.

Let those who are delighting in my righteousness celebrate and rejoice!

and let them say constantly:



loyal ones of King David –––––

≺ ‘Let Jehovah be magnified, [He] Who takes delight in the welfare of His servant.’
28.

And my tongue will muse on Your righteousness,

and Your praise! All day long.
To the director.
to Jehovah’s servant David.

36
1.

The oracle of transgression lies within the heart of the wicked one96 sa –

there is no dread of God before his eyes –
2.

for he imputes innocence to himself

until his error is shown to be hateful.
3.

The words of his mouth are wickedness and deception –

he has ceased being wise and doing good.
4.

He fabricates wickedness upon his bed.

He has stationed himself on a way that is not good.
[because]

96

he does not reject what is bad.

The Hebrew reads “in MY heart” rather than “in HIS heart”, however this seems to be a scribal error, writing a yohdh
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י

for a vav

ו
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Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 5. O Jehovah, Your loving-kindness is in the heavens;
Your faithfulness is up to the clouds.
6.

Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;

Your verdicts as the vast watery deep –
You, O Jehovah, save both man and beast.

⇐ 7. How precious is Your loving-kindness, O God!
[that is why]
8.

the sons of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.

They become satisfied with the fatness of Your house,

and You let them drink of the torrent of Your pleasures.
9.

For the well of life is with You;

through Your illumination we can see light!.
10.

Continue Your loving-kindness to those who know You,

and Your righteousness to those upright in heart.
11.

May the [wayward] foot of haughtiness not lodge in me;

nor the hand of wicked ones cause me to wander.
12.

That is how those fabricating wickedness have fallen;

They have been pushed over and are unable to rise.
Of David.

37

David counsels peacefulness and patience with Jehovah – not being lured by the success
of those who do not rely on Him – for those staying with Jehovah will inherit the earth.
Beautifully led and encouraging, it declares the righteous will occupy the earth, ... those
blessed will occupy the earth... then addressing the audience: YOU will occupy the
earth. Unambiguous, without compromise, the practice of following God is beautiful!

א

1.

[A´leph]

Do not become vexed because of the evildoers...

do not be jealous of those doing unrighteousness...
2.

For they will be speedily clipped like grass,

and they will wilt like yellowish new grass.

3.

Trust in Jehovah and do good;

בּ

[Bet]

lodge in the land, and feed on faithfulness.
4.

Take delight97 in Jehovah,

and He will give you your heart’s desires.

5.

Rest your life-course on Jehovah,

ג

[Gi´mel]

and trust in Him, and He will nurture it [bring it about],

97

...fulfilled Psalm 37:11
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6.

and He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,

and your justice as the [light at] midday.

7.

Rest peacefully against Jehovah

ד

[Da´leth]

and wait longingly for Him.
Do not grow impatient when someone makes his

[own]

way prosper

by [resorting to] employing the schemes of men;

ה

8.

[Hey]

Refrain from anger and and put aside your rage –

do not be upset, only to do evil –
9.

for evildoers will be cut off...98

but those hoping in Jehovah will possess the earth!

ו

10.

[Vav]

And just a little while longer, and the wicked one will be no more –

you will diligently check his place, but he will not be [there] –
11.

…but the meek ones will occupy the earth,

and they will indeed find their exquisite delight in the abundance of peace.99

ז

12.

[Za´yin]

The wicked one schemes against the righteous one,

and is grinding his teeth at him...
13.

Jehovah Himself will laugh at him,

for He surely sees that his day [of reckoning] will come.

ח

14.

[Chehth]

The wicked ones have drawn the sword and have bent their bow

to cause the afflicted and poor one to fall,
to slaughter those who are upright in [their] way...
15.

Their sword will enter into their own heart,

and their bows will be broken...

ט

16.

[Tehth]

– better is the little of the righteous one

than the abundance of a crowd of wicked ones,100
17.

for the very arms of the wicked ones will be broken,

but Jehovah supports the righteous ones.

י

18.

[Yohdh]

Jehovah is aware of the days of the faultless ones,

98

Habakkuk 2:3,4
( Psalm 37:4 ) Hebrews 10:32-39
100
Proverbs 15:16; Proverbs 16:8; Proverbs 16:19
99
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and their inheritance will continue to time indefinite.
19.

They will not be ashamed in the time of calamity,

and they will be satisfied in the days of famine,

20.

כ

...but the wicked will perish,

[Kaph]

and the enemies of Jehovah will be consumed like the fat of lambs;
they will disappear in smoke.

ל

21.

[La´medh]

The wicked one borrows but does not repay,

but the righteous one is is gracious and giving.
22.

Certainly the ones blessed by Him [God] will occupy the earth,

whereas those cursed by Him will be cut off.

מ

23.

[Mem]

The steps of an able man have been prepared by Jehovah,

and he takes delight in His way.
24.

Although he may fall, he will not be hurled down

for Jehovah is supporting his hand.

נ

25.

[Nun]

I used to be a young man, but I have also grown old,

and yet I have not seen anyone righteous left entirely,
nor his offspring looking for bread.
26.

All day long he is kind and obliging,

and so his offspring are in line for a blessing.

27.

Turn away from evil and do good,

ס

[Sa´mekh]

ע

[A´yin]

and so reside to time indefinite!
28.

for Jehovah is a lover of justice,

and He will not forsake His kind ones;

They will be guarded to time indefinite,

...but the seed of the wicked ones will be cut off.
29.

The righteous will occupy the earth,

and will reside upon it forever

פ

30.

[Pey]

The mouth of the righteous whispers wisdom,

and his tongue speaks justly;
31.

the law of his God is in his heart…

his steps will not falter.
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צ

32.

[Tsa-dheh]

The wicked one keeps watching for the righteous

and seeks an opportunity to put him to death!
33.

Jehovah will not abandon him into his hand,

and He will not pronounce him wicked when he is being judged. 101

ק

34.

[Qohph]

Wait expectantly for Jehovah and keep His way,

and He will exalt you to occupy the earth;
when the wicked ones are cut off, you will see [it]!

ר

35.

[Rehsh]

I have seen the wicked one as a tyrant:

spreading himself like a luxuriant [tree]
36.

and yet – he passed away... and he was not there;

and I searched [widely] for him, but he was not to be found.102

שׁ

37.

[Shin]

...Instead, observe the blameless one and keep the upright one in sight,

for the future of [that] man is peace,
38.

whereas the transgressors will be annihilated together –

the future of the wicked ones will be severed!

ת

39.

[Tav]

But the salvation of the righteous ones is from Jehovah –

He is their fortress in the time of distress.
40.

And Jehovah will help them and deliver them;

He will provide them with escape from wicked people and set them free,
because they have taken refuge in Him.
A melody of David,
to bring to remembrance.

38

David is low because of his sin – he feels the pain of his circumstances, and sees it as
justified for his sin – yet asks for help from God because it is establishing the foundation
for his adversaries, who do not confess or are contrite and who practice active sin,
rather than through circumstances



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, do not reprove me with Your wrath,
nor correct me with Your rage.
2.

For Your arrows have sunk into me,

and Your hand is come down upon me...

101

Prophetic Matthew 26: 14-16; Luke 22:3-6 . This pl otting is through false accusation – which is why God declares that H e will not judge him
adversely
102
Compare v 10 which searches only at his place
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3.

There is no sound spot in my flesh because of Your denunciation –

there is no peace in my bones on account of my sin.
4.

For my [pile of] iniquities have risen over my head;103

like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.
5.

My wounds stink! they have festered

because of my foolishness.
6.

I have bowed down – I have prostrated myself utterly –

I have walked about mournful all day long.
7.

For my loins are filled with burning [fever],

and there is no sound spot in my flesh.
8.

I have grown numb and have completely collapsed –

I have roared due to the groaning of my heart.

⇐ 9. O Jehovah, all my desire is [visible] before You,
And my groaning has not been hidden from You:
10.

My heart palpitates... my power has left me,

and even the light of my eyes is not with me.
11.

As for my lovers and my companions, they stand away from before my stroke,

and my kinsmen stand at a distance,
12.

while those seeking [to take] my soul lay out traps,

and those working to harm me keep speaking covetously,
muttering deceits all day long...
13.

As for me, I would not listen – like someone deaf –

and like a mute who would not open him mouth;
14.

so I became as a man who does not hear,

[and]
15.

in whose mouth there are no counter-arguments...

...for I wait on You, O Jehovah;

You will answer, O Jehovah my God.
16.



For I said:

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘Otherwise they would rejoice at me.
If my foot were to slip, they would magnify themselves against me.’
17.

For I was ready to limp,

my pain was in front of me constantly –
18.

for I will declare my own iniquity;

I will be sorry over my sin –
19.

103

...but my enemies are full of life, they are strong,

Psalm 40:12
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and those hating through falsehood [swayed by slander] have become many.
20.

And they were rewarding bad for good104 –

they attack me in return for my pursuing what is good.

⇐

21.

Do not leave me, O Jehovah.

O my God, do not keep far away from me.
22.

Hurry to my assistance,

O Jehovah my salvation.
To the director, for Je-du´thun.
A melody of David.

39

In an effort to curb harm, David keeps silent before the wicked – not even speaking of
what is good and right... but his insides burn like a fire and make him break his silence –
whatever the consequences.
...However, the silence is because of his conflict with God. David yearns for an end, so
that he may smile again and serve God, since all men are alive for just a short time like
a butterfly.
1.



I said:

King David –––––

↻ ‘I will guard my ways to keep from sinning with my tongue.
I will guard my mouth with a muzzle while anyone wicked is in front of me.’
2.

I became tongue-tied with silence…

I kept quiet from what is good!105
...but my [mental] anguish was stirred up!
3.

My heart grew hot inside me;

During my musing, the fire kept burning...
...then I spoke with my tongue:



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 4. ‘Cause me to know my end, O Jehovah,
and what is the measure of my days,
so that I may know how transient I am.
5.

Look! You have made my days just a few;

and my fleeting life is as nothing before You.
Surely every earthling man stands himself up in vain.106
♫
6.

Se´lah

Surely man walks about in vain.

Surely they are boisterous [competitive] in vain:
he piles up things and does not know who will take them away.

⇐ 7. And now... what do I hope for, O Jehovah?

104
105
106

Psalm 31:13-18; Psalm 35:11-16; Proverbs 17:13
In trying not to sin in speech before wicked men, he – tongue -tied - neglected to give good counsel when he was in a position to do so!
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah John 6:15; John 7:6; Also Job 14:1-5
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my expectation is in You!
8.

Pull me away from all my transgressions,

do not set me as a reproach of the wicked one.
9.

I remained speechless... I could not open my mouth

for You Yourself made it so.
10.

Remove Your infliction from off me,

I am exhausted by the contention of Your hand.
11.

When You correct a man with reproofs over

[his]

error,

You consume what he delights in like a moth.
Surely every man is vanity.
♫
12.

Se´lah

Do hear my prayer, O Jehovah,

and be attentive to my cry for help.
Do not keep silent at my tears
for I am but an alien resident with You,
a settler – the same as all my forefathers.
13.

Remove Your critical eye from me, that I may brighten up

before I go away and I am no more.’
To the director.
Of David, a melody.

40

David speaks of his low point, and how God raised him up to safety and gave him new
knowledge in a new song:
The mire is the sinful ones, and to follow them is to fall in the mire. God has done
marvellous things beyond number, and he does not want even sin offerings, so David
offers his words in declaring God’s innumerable help for His people.
However, his calamities are also without number and piled over his head – so he pleads
to Jehovah
1.

I waited patiently on Jehovah,

and He inclined [his ear] to me and heard my cry.
2.

He also brought me up out of a roaring pit –

out of the mire of [the] mud.
Then He raised up my feet onto a crag –
He firmly established my steps.
3.

Further, He put a new song in my mouth – Praise to our God!

Many will consider [it] and will be afraid,
and they will trust in Jehovah:



David –––––

≺

4.

‘Happy is the man who places Jehovah as his trust

and who has not turned his face to insolent people,
nor to those falling away to lies.
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Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 5. You have done many things, O Jehovah my God,
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Your wonderful works and Your designs for us;
there is none to be compared to You.
Were I inclined to tell and speak [of them],
they are more numerous than can be counted!
6.

You did not delight in sacrifice and offering – 

You opened up my ears [to Your wishes] –
You did not ask for burnt offering and sin offering,
7.



In view of that, I said:

Almighty God ––––– David (echoing sentiments of the Mes-si´ah)

⇐ ‘Here I have come,

It being written about me in the roll of the scroll. 107 
8.

I have delighted, O my God, to do Your will,

and Your law is within my inward parts.108
9.

I have preached righteousness in the vast assembly.

Look! I have not restrained my lips O Jehovah,
as You Yourself know well.
10.

I have not concealed Your righteousness within my heart.

I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation.
I have not hidden Your loving-kindness and Your trueness from the vast assembly.’109

⇐

11. [Therefore]

do not hold back Your compassions from me, O Jehovah.

Let Your loving-kindness and Your trueness safeguard me constantly.
12.

For calamities have encircled me – until there was no numbering of them!

[and]

my errors over-reached me so that I was unable to see...

they became more numerous than the hairs of my head,110
and my heart has left me...

⇐

13.

Be pleased, O Jehovah, to deliver me.

O Jehovah, do hurry to my assistance.
14.

May all those be ashamed and dejected together

who are seeking my soul to scrape it away.
May those who wish me evil be driven back and humiliated.
15.

Let them be stupefied in consequence of their shame

those who are say to me:



107
108
109
110
111

people seeking to harm King David –––––

≺ ‘Aha! Aha!’111

Actually, engraved in the wooden knop of the scroll – its label! Prophetic of Jesus’ execution John 19:19; Colossians 2:13-14; Hebrews 10:7
As if speaking as a human scroll!
This verse the opposite of what religions do
Psalm 38:4
Psalm 35:21
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16.

...[But] let all those who are seeking You exult and rejoice in You,

let them say constantly:



people seeking the true God –––––

≺ ‘May Jehovah be magnified’,
– those who love Your salvation.

17.

...and [though] I am afflicted and poor

Jehovah devises help for me.

⇐ You are my help and Deliverer. O my God;
do not be too late!’
To the director.
A melody of David.

41

The one showing kindness to the lowly one is sustaining God’s people, just as God laid
down in His law – and will be blessed himself.
Although a king, David asks for help – prophetic of the Mes-si´ah, the King of kings –
who asks for help in Geth-sem´a-ne ( Matthew 26:37-42 ; Mark 14:32-39 ; Luke
22:39-44 ) – because he is evilly maligned.
God’s blessing is evident by the fact that his enemies do not rejoice triumphantly over
him.
1.

Happy is anyone acting considerately toward the lowly one;

Jehovah will provide escape for him in the day of calamity.
2.



Jehovah Himself will guard him and preserve him alive.

Almighty God ––––– audience

≺ He will be blessed in the land,
and you [the audience] cannot give him over to the soul of his enemies.
3.



Jehovah Himself will sustain him upon a sickbed.

Almighty God –––––

≺ You112 must turn all of his bed during his sickness.
4.



As for me, I said:
Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘O Jehovah, show me favour;
heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.’

5.

My enemies speak evil toward me:


6. –

––––– his enemies

↻ ‘When will he die and his name perish?’

and if one does come to see [me], his heart will speak lies;

he will glean something hurtful [about me] for himself;
he will go out [and] he will speak [of it] outside.
7.

All those hating me get together and whisper to one another against me;

they are plotting something bad for me:

112

Because God’s Own evident care on the sickbed impresses those who care f or the sick one. See previous footnote
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––––– those hating King David

↻ 8. ‘An evil disease113 clings to [has poured into] him;
now that he has lain down, he will not get up again.’

9.

Also the man at peace with me, in whom I trusted,

who ate my bread, has magnified [his] heel against me. 114 



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐

10.

As for You, O Jehovah, show me favour and raise me up,

so that I may recompense them.
11.

By this I perceive that You take delight in me,

in that my enemy does not shout in triumph over me.
12.

As for me, You uphold me because of my integrity,

and You set me before Your face for time indefinite.
13.

Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel!

from time indefinite to time indefinite.
Amen and Amen.

113

Unkindly imputing a fatal sexual disease to him
Prophetic of Judas Is-car´i-ot toward the Mes-si´ah – see Matthew 26:23; Mark 14:18-20; John 13:17 . It equates the adversary, the one who
used to feed with the pre -human Jesus, with his follower – Judas ( see Obadiah 1:7 ) compare Genesis 22:18
114
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. . (book 2)

Psalms
BOOK TWO

(Psalms 42 – 72)
To the director.
Mas´kil for the sons of Ko´rah.1

42

The psalmist yearns for the “living” God – his desperation is a sign that true worship
had diminished in the land, even in Judah. This would be during Saul’s dreadful reign,
when he had slaughtered the priests of Jehovah and it was dangerous for priests and
singers to be seen near the tabernacle. Phi-lis´tine raids – due to lack of God’s blessing
on Saul – only fuel the lack of love for God.
The psalmist is now redundant – reliant on God’s kindness during the day to stem his
depression, but singing to God in private on his bed in the night-time



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah?)

≻

1.

2

As the hind longs for the water streams,

so my soul longs for You, O God.
2.

My soul thirsts for God – for the living God!

When shall I come and appear [before] God?
3.

My tears have become my food by day and by night,

while [they] [people who now doubt God] say to me all day long:


4.

psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah) ––––– those opposing them

⇐ ‘Where is your God?!’

I will remember these things, and I will pour out my soul within me!

for I used to pass along with the throng3,
I used to walk slowly before them to the house of God,
with the voice of a joyful cry and adoration
of a crowd celebrating [a festival].



psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah) –––––

↻ 5. Why are you in despair, O my soul,
and why are you boisterous within me?
Wait for God!
for I shall yet laud Him for the Grand Salvation of His presence.

⇐ 6. O my God, my soul is in despair within me.
That is why I remember You
from the land of Jordan and the peaks of Her´mon,
from the mountain of Mi´zar

.

[“small”]

1

“Sons of Ko´rah” has become a byword for those killed for rebellion in offering illegal fire to God. This reference, however, refers to the
descendants of the guiltless ones of that time, which generations became prominent musicians for David in temple work. Samuel the prophet was
himself a great-grandson of Ko´rah
2
This and following psalms are for the sons of Ko´rah – musicians who led the throng to the Holy festivals. Also these psalms use God’s Name
rarely, showing a lack of the intimacy which David had with Him. This implies the identity of the psalmist as a m usician of the sons of Ko´rah
3
“with the t h r o n g ... I used to walk” implies not a m u s ic i a n of the temple at the head of the people for a Holy festival, but a s in g e r
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7.

Watery deep calls to watery deep

in the sound of Your culverts,
all of Your rapids and Your springs
flow a long way from me.4
8.

Jehovah appoints His loving-kindness [to me] by day [to help ease his depression],

but His song will be with me by night...
a prayer to the God of my life.
9.



I will say to God, my Rock:
Almighty God ––––– psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah)

⇐ ‘Why have You forgotten me?

why do I walk sombrely under of the oppression of an enemy?’
10.

My oppressors reproach me as a crushing of my bones

by their saying to me all day long:




psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah) ––––– those opposing them

⇐ ‘Where is your God?!’

psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah) –––––

↻

11.

Why are you in despair, O my soul,

and why are you boisterous within me?
Wait for God!
for I shall yet laud Him as the Grand Salvation of my person – and as my God!

43
This psalm is a vague echo of the previous one, with the same ending



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah)

⇐ 1. Judge me, O God,

and conduct my legal case against an unGodly nation.
Provide me with escape from the man of deception and unrighteousness.
2.

For You are the God of my fortress.

Why have You cast me off?
Why do I walk sombrely under of the oppression of an enemy?
3.

Send out Your light and Your truth,

let them guide me,
may they bring me to the mountain of Your Holiness – and to Your Tabernacles!
4.

And I will come to the altar of God –

to the God of the rejoicing of my exultation!
and I will play on the harp to You, O God, my God.



psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah) –––––

↻ 5. Why are you in despair, O my soul,

4

This son of Ko´rah is nowhere near the torrent valleys or the mountain slopes anymore – they are becoming a memory to him, replaced by
water -holes
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and why are you boisterous within me?
Wait for God!
for I shall yet laud Him as the Grand Salvation of my person – and as my God!
To the director.
Of the sons of Ko´rah. Mas´kil.

44

The singer longingly recalls the tales of his forefathers – of God’s great action in
removing Jacob’s enemies from the Promised Land... but due to Saul’s madness, the
Phi-lis´tines make strong attacks and carry both people and the peace away. The
Psalmist cannot understand why the innocent are suffering – dying! – for the sake of an
aberrant king... forgetting that the king represents them, at Jacob’s request of Samuel.
He pleads for God’s help, which will come when the badness is removed from among
them.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah)

⇐ 1. O God, we have heard with our ears,
[that which]

our forefathers recounted to us:

the work You performed in their days,
in the days of long ago...
2.

You drove away the nations with Your hand,

and You firmly planted them [away from us] –
You afflicted entire communities and sent them away.
3.

For they [our fathers] did not take possession of the land by their own sword,

neither did their own arm save them,
for it was Your right hand and Your arm and the light of Your face
because You favour them!

⇐ 4. You are my King, O God:
Command salvations for Jacob.
5. [Only]

by You will we gore our adversaries,

in Your Name we will trample those rising up against us –
6.

for I will not trust in my bow,

neither will my sword save me,
7.

for it is You who delivers us from our adversaries,

and You who put to shame those hating us.
8.

We boast in God – all day long! –

and we will praise Your Name to time indefinite!
♫
9.

...But now, You have cast us off and left us humiliated

and You have not gone forth with our armies;
10.

You make us retreat from the enemy,

and those hating us proceed to plunder for themselves –
11.

You give us up like sheep – for food! –

and You have dispersed us among the nations.
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Se´lah

12.

You sell Your people for no cost,

and You have not grown richer by their price.5
13.

You have set us as a reproach to our neighbours 6 –

a derision and a laughing-stock to those around us –
14.

You have set us as a proverbial saying among the nations,

for a shaking of the head in their communities.
15.

My humiliation is before me [all] day long

and my face is filled with shame,
16.

because of the voice of the reproacher and the blasphemer

in front of the adversary and the one taking revenge.
17.

All this is what has come upon us... but we have not forgotten You,

and we have not dealt falsely with Your covenant.7
18.

Our heart is not turned,

neither have our footsteps stretched from Your path
19.

even though You crush us to pieces in the nest of serpents,

and have covered us over with the shadow of death.8
20.

If we forgot the Name of our God

or if we have spread out our palms to a foreign god,
21.

will God not search this out? –

for He knows the secrets of the heart.
22.

Because we are being slain all day long on Your account –

we are deemed as sheep for the slaughter!
23.

Do arouse Yourself. Why do You keep sleeping, O Jehovah?

Do awake, do not keep casting off forever.
24.

Why do you keep hiding Your face?

why do You forget our affliction and our oppression?
25.

For our soul has bowed down to the dust,

our belly has clung to the earth.
26.

Do arise in assistance to us

and redeem us for the sake of Your loving-kindness.

45

To the director upon The Lilies. [r41]
Of the sons of Ko´rah. Mas´kil.
A song of “the beloved”9
A song of the beloved – of Sol´o-mon, prefiguring Jesus Christ.

5

God’s esteem has not risen among them by His surrendering them into the hands of their enemies
Compare the fate of David’s line from the days of Re -ho-bo´am onwards Psalm 89:41-42
7
Declaring loyalty of them – in Judah – as opposed to those who have left Him in Israel
8
A leitmotif in Israel’s history 1 s t Corinthians 5:6-8: God is concerned for the entire land, and do es not want it fragmented into a small loyal
group, nor let it give home to badness Joshua 7, but wants all to attain to repentance 2 n d Peter 3:9
9
Matthew 3:17
6
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Sol´o-mon is praised for his softer qualities – unlike his father David – which have
advanced him higher than his brothers. So God fights to keep the land safe, leaving
Sol´o-mon to practice wisdom. He is the picture of splendour, daughters of kings are
advised to marry him, and he will have a palace filled with his children and be praised
for generations
.
1.

My heart has become astir with a goodly matter –

I speak of my deeds for the king:
may my tongue be the stylus of a skilled copyist!



King Sol´o-mon ––––– psalmist, a singer of the sons of Ko´rah

≻

2.

You are fairer than the sons of men –

charm [wise use of words] has been poured out upon your lips –
that is why God has blessed you to time indefinite!
3.

Gird your sword upon [your] thigh, O champion,

[with]
4.

your splendour and your majesty.

Prosper in your splendour,

ride in the cause of truth and humility

[and]

righteousness,

and may your right hand instruct you in awesome things!



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (musician son of Ko´rah)

≻

5.

Your arrows are sharpened on the peoples below You,

they will fall into the heart of the enemies of the king.
6.

Your throne O God is to time indefinite, even forever;10

the sceptre of Your kingship is a sceptre of uprightness.

⇐ 7. You11 love righteousness and you hated wickedness. 12 
That is why God – your God – has anointed you with the oil of exultation more than your fellows.
8.

All your garments are [impregnated with] myrrh and aloes-wood [and] cassia;

stringed instruments from the ivory palaces make you rejoice!
9.

Daughters of kings are among your honourable women

[kingly wives]. 13

The Queenly consort14 [Bath-she´ba] is stationed at your right hand, arrayed in gold of O´phir.



––––– daughter of any foreign king

≺

10.

Listen, O daughter, and consider... incline your ear;

forget your [own] people and your father’s house,
11.

the king will long for your beauty, for he is your lord,

so bow down to him.

⇐

12.

The daughter of Tyre will be given to you –

the rich ones of the people will soften your face.15

10

Hebrews 1:8
“You” is the sceptre – the Mes-si´ah – whom the psalmist is speaking to
12
Verses 7-15 seem to be speaking of Sol´o -mon, while verses 16 -17 prophetic of the Mes -si´ah and those who will reign with him
13 s t
1 Kings 3:1
14 s t
1 Kings 2:19
15
Hi´ram, King of Tyre, calls Sol´o -mon “my brother” 1 s t Kings 9:13, giving his daughter in marriage is his way of cementing strong trade and
friendship ties
11
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13.

The [foreign] king’s daughter is all glorious within her garment with its settings of gold.

14.

She will be carried to the king [Sol´o-mon] in embroidered robes –

her virgin companions are [also] brought to you.
15.

They will be led with gladness and rejoicing –

for they will enter into the palace of the king!

⇒

16.

In place of your forefathers,16 there will be your sons,

whom you will appoint as princes in all the land!17

⇐

17.

I will make your name mentioned throughout all the generations to come,

so that peoples will praise you to time indefinite, even forever.
To the director.
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A song for maidens’ voices [ tuned on Al´a-moth ]

46

Maidens sing their confidence in God, in delight at His blessing of Mt. Zion.
They call to the people to look at what God has done, that He makes wars cease, that He
is our fortress.
God declares that He will be exalted among the nations, even over the whole earth
1.

God is a refuge and strength for us,

a Helper Who is speedily found during distresses.
2.

That is why we shall not fear, though the earth shakes

and the mountains totter into the heart of the seas;
3.

though its waters crash and roar,

though the mountains quake at its heaving.

4.

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

There is a river whose streams make the city of God rejoice,

the holiest place of the tabernacles of the Most High.
5.

God is in the midst of [the city] – it will not be dislodged.

God will help it when morning comes.
6.

The nations roared, the kingdoms tottered...

He [God] sounded His voice! – and the earth melted [beneath them].
7.

Jehovah of Armies is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress.



Choir of maidens –––––

⇒ 8. COME, YOU people, behold the works of Jehovah,
the consternation He has wrought in the earth:
9.

He makes wars cease – to the end of the earth.18

16

The daughters of foreign kings have their concerns soothed: although they are leaving the heritage of their forefather kings , they will have
sons who will become princes in the greatest kingdom on e arth
17
Sol´o-mon places many of his sons in authority throughout his territory, even though their mothers are not Hebrew…
18
Speaking of Sol´o-mon’s reign? It was a peaceful reign, with many kings giving tribute to the Promised Land
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He will shatter the bow and will snap the spear in two;
He will burn the wagons in the fire.



Almighty God ––––– armies of the nations

⇒

10.

RELAX YOU people, and know that I am God:

I will be exalted among the nations...
I will be exalted in the earth.
11.

Jehovah of Armies is with us;

the God of Jacob is our fortress.
♫

Se´lah

To the director.
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A melody.

47

Sung during Sol´o-mon’s rich, wide, political reign – peace throughout the land, the
wealth of nations coming into Jacob which is highly respected and with which kings of
nations strive to have strong ties. God is King of all the earth, and is praised by their
kings.



Psalmist ––––– different peoples of the nations

≺

1.

All YOU peoples, clap YOUR hands!

Shout to God with a jubilant voice!
2.

For Jehovah, the Most High, is fear-inspiring,

a great King over all the earth.
3.

He will make peoples subject to us

and place national groups beneath our feet.
4.

He will choose our inheritance for us – the pride of Jacob – whom He has loved.
♫

5.

Se´lah

God Jehovah has ascended with a shout,

with the sound of the horn.

≺

6.

Make melody to God, make melody.

Make melody to our King, make melody.
7.

For God is King of all the earth.

Make melody with appreciation [understanding]!
8.

God is King over the nations...

God is seated upon the throne of His Holiness [Jerusalayim].
9.

The nobles of the peoples [of the nations] are gathered together

[with]

the people of the God of Abraham,

for the rulers of the earth belong to God.
He is highly exalted!

48

A song.
A melody of the sons of Ko´rah.
The psalmist sings of Jerusalayim and Zion – a stronghold resilient to armies. The
people of Judah in the plains are invited to gaze at it in wonder and appreciation, that
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God has made this His abode – and to tell the next generation, because He will be our
God forever
1.

Jehovah is great and exceedingly worthy of praise

in the city of our God, [in] the mountain of His Holiness [Jerusalayim].
2.

A beautiful elevation... the delight of the whole earth!

is Mount Zion on the recesses of the north [of the mountain],
the town of the grand King.
3.

God Himself has become known as a fortress [to those] in her dwelling towers...
4.

For look! The kings met by appointment...

they have crossed over [the Jordan] together...
5.

They saw it... and were amazed,

they got disturbed, they left in hast –
6.

trembling took hold of them there,

and pain like a woman giving birth.



Almighty God –––––

⇐ 7. You wrecked the ships of Tar´shish with an east wind. 19

8. –

that which we heard, so we have seen

in the city of Jehovah of Armies, in the city of our God.
God Himself will establish it to time indefinite.
♫

Se´lah

⇐ 9. We have considered Your loving-kindness, O God,
in the midst of Your temple.
10.

As Your Name is, O God, so Your praise is [sung]

to the ends of the earth:

≻ “Your right hand is full of righteousness!”
11.

May the mountain of Zion rejoice,

may the dependent towns [“daughters”] of Judah be joyful on account of Your judicial rulings.



Psalmist ––––– peoples of the cities of Judah and of Jerusalayim

≺

12.

March around Zion, YOU people, and circulate around it,

count its towers,
13.

appreciate [“SET YOUR heart on”] its rampart.

Contemplate its palaces,
so that YOU may recount it to the next generation...
14.

For this God is our God to time indefinite, even forever!

He Himself will guide us until

[we]

die.

19

( 2 n d Chronicles 20:1-26 ) This refers neither to Tar´shish nor to ships. These “ships of Tar´shish” are forces of kings – Mo´ab and Am´mon –
united at the Low Plain of Je-hosh´a-phat in an assault on him at Jerusalayim ( “that which we have heard we have also seen in the city of our
God” ). They were thwarted by “an east wind” – a force from God alone: the sons of E´dom – supposedly their allies - mounted an opportunist
attack on them. They fought back, and then fought each other – the Hebrews found thjem all slain. It took 3 full days to plunder all the booty
which they had left behind
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To the director.
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A melody.

49

A wise Psalm which explains that wealth is not to be envied if it leads to selfishness – for
the wealthy cannot redeem one of their own from death, but God will redeem those of
good heart



Psalmist (and musician)––––– residents and foreign travellers in the land

≺

1.

HEAR this, all YOU peoples.

Give ear, all YOU travellers –
2.

sons of the earth [workers] and sons of [worthy] men – the rich one and you poor one together.

3.

My own mouth will speak wise things,

and the musing of my heart [will provide] understandings.
4.

I shall incline my ear to a parable,

I shall begin my riddle upon the harp:

⇒ 5. Why should I be afraid in the days of evil,
[when]
6.

the depravity of my usurpers surrounds me?

Those who have trusted in their wealth,

and who boast about the abundance of their riches?
7.

Not one of them can by any means redeem even a [wayward] brother,

nor give a ransom for him to God –
( ...for the redemption price of their soul is so great that it remains unpaid to time
indefinite)
8.

9.

– that he should live forever

10.

[and his body]

not see the corruption.

For He [God] sees that even the wise ones die –

they perish together with the stupid one and the brutish one –
and they leave their estate to others.20
11.

Their want their families to last to time indefinite –

their houses to generation after generation –
[and so]
12.

they call their estates by their names!

And yet earthling man cannot remain through wealth –

he is like the beasts that perish.
13.

Their way is folly –

and is [the way] of those  who come after them who approve of their words.
♫
14.

Like sheep they are appointed for She´ol –

death will shepherd them;
and the upright ones [the living] will have dominion in the morning...
but their forms will decay in She´ol, rather than

20

Luke 12:16
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[live forever]

in his lofty abode.

Se´lah

15.

...But God will redeem my soul – from the hand of She´ol! –

for He will receive me!
♫
16.

Do not be afraid because some man gains riches,

[or]
17.

Se´lah

because the glory of his family increases,

for at his death he cannot take anything [with him]!

His [material] glory will not go down with him.
18.

For during his lifetime he kept blessing his own soul21 –

and [faithless] people will laud you because you do well for yourself!
19.

...he will only go as far as the generation of his forefathers

[die, like they did]

–

they will never see the light again.
20.

Earthling man who has wealth – but does not understand –

is like the beasts that perish.
A melody of A´saph.

50

A´saph declares that the God of Israel in Zion is summoning the whole world.
He praises the faithful, but asks them to offer thanksgiving from the heart more than
burnt offerings... but to the wicked he promises a reproof, thus likening them to the very
Gentiles they looked down upon, though many of them DO revere God
1.

The God of gods – Jehovah – has spoken,

and He has summoned the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting!
2.

God has beamed forth out of Zion, the perfection of beauty.

3.

Our God will come and cannot possibly keep silent.

A fire will devour before Him,
and it is very tempestuous all around Him.
4.

He will call to the heavens above and to the earth

so as to execute judgement on His people:



Almighty God ––––– heavenly and earthly subjects

⇒ 5. Gather to Me, My pious ones,

YOU who are concluding My covenant with [the] sacrifice.22
6. –

and the heavens declare His righteousness,

for God Himself is Judge.
♫



Se´lah

Almighty God ––––– Israel

≺

7.

Do listen, O My people, and I will speak,

and I will speak with you again, O Israel:

21

Luke 16:19-31
This includes those who are of good heart, and those who are not – but who nevertheless presume a covenant between themselv es and the
Almighty ( v16 )
22
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I am God, your God:

⇒ 8. I will not reprove you over your sacrifices,
nor [concerning] your whole burnt offerings [that have been] in front of Me constantly –
9.

...I will not take a bull from your house

[nor]
10.

he-goats from your pens,

for every animal of the forest belongs to Me,

the cattle upon a thousand mountains.
11.

I know every winged creature of the mountains,

and the [domesticated] herds of the plains are Mine.
12.

If I were hungry, I would not tell you;

for the productive land and its fullness belong to Me.
13.

Shall I eat the flesh of powerful

[bulls],

and shall I drink the blood of he-goats?
14. [No,

but rather]

offer thanksgiving [as your sacrifice] to God,

and pay your vows to the Most High –
15.

and call Me in the day of distress.

I shall rescue you, and [in that way] you will glorify Me.
16.



...but God has said to the wicked one:

Almighty God ––––– wicked one of Israel

⇒ What right do you have to number [count, as a burden] My regulations,
and to bear My covenant in your mouth? –
17.

seeing that you have hated discipline,

and you keep throwing My words behind you!
18.

...Whenever you saw a thief, you approved of him;

and you flattered adulterers!
19.

Your mouth has spread adversity

and your tongue contrives deceit –
20.

You sit [and] speak against your own brother,

you disclose [private] faults about the son of your mother.
21.

You have done these things, and I kept silent...

You imagined that I was just like you!
[but]



I am going to reprove you, and I will set things in order before your eyes.

Almighty God ––––– wicked people of Israel

≺

22.

Now understand this, YOU forgetters of God,

that I may not tear [YOU] to pieces without there being any deliverer:
23.

The one offering thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies Me;

and as for the one keeping a set way,
I will cause him to see salvation by God.
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To the director.
A melody of David.
When Nathan the prophet came in to him after he had had relations with Bath-she´ba.23

51

David fears death for slaying U-ri´ah, for taking his wife and for his devious deathdealing deception – and in desperation he pleads for his life. See Psalm 32.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Show me favour, O God, according to Your loving-kindness.
Wipe out my transgressions according to the abundance of Your mercies.
2.

Thoroughly wash me from my moral evil

and cleanse me from my sin...
3.

For I confess my transgressions,

and my sin is in front of me constantly.
4.

I have sinned against You... against You! 24

and I have judged this evil with Your eyes,
– in order that You may speak morally,
that You may be perfectly pure in Your sentence.25

⇐ 5. Look! I was brought forth into perversity [a depraved world],
and my mother conceived me in sin.26
6.

Look! You have taken delight in truthfulness in thoughts [in the inward parts]

and You made me know wisdom [in the secret self] in my heart:
7.

You will purge me from sin with hyssop, that I may be clean;27

You will trample me in water, that I may become whiter even than snow.28
8.

You will cause me to hear exultation and rejoicing,

that the bones that You have crushed may be joyful.
9.

Conceal Your face from my sins,

and wipe out all my evil.
10.

Create a pure heart in me, O God,

and renew the steadfast spirit that You placed within me.
11.

You must not cast me away from before Your face;

and do not take away Your Holy Spirit from me.
12.

Restore the joy of Your salvation to me,

and may You support me with a willing spirit –
13. [then]

I [both my evil and contrition] will teach transgressors Your ways,

that sinners will turn right back to You.

23

2 n d Samuel 12
Not only fornication, deceit and murder, but he has done these as God’s king – bringing disrepute on God’s people, on God Himself.
25
David has sinned terribly – but he is contrite, showing his heart, so that God’s verdict may be on both his terrible evil and on his contrition
and potential for future purity. Romans 3:4
26
Re: Mes-si´ah – Christ, as the greater David, his mother was not sinless
27
Reference to the Mes-si´ah and the Passover. See Exodus 12:22 & its fulfilment at John 19:29
28
Prophetic of Jerusalem Luke 21:24 and of the sin against the already clean Mes -si´ah Hebrews 10:28-29
24
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14.

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God the God of my salvation,

so that my tongue may joyfully tell about Your righteousness –
15.

may You open these lips of mine, O Jehovah,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.
16.

For You do not take delight in sacrifice – otherwise I would give [it];

You do not take pleasure in a burnt offering.
17.

The [real] sacrifices to God are a broken spirit;

You, O God, will not despise a crushed and broken heart.29
18.

Do deal well with Zion in Your goodwill –

may You [Yourself] build the walls of Jerusalayim.
19.

In that case, You will be delighted with sacrifices of righteousness –

with burnt sacrifice and whole offering;
in that case, bulls will be offered up on Your very Own altar.
To the director.
Mas´kil. Of David, when Do´eg the E´dom-ite came and proceeded to tell Saul and say to
him that David had come to the house of A-him´e-lech.30

52

David speaks to and against Do´eg the E´dom-ite for his slaughter of the priests of
Jehovah, but his words are aimed at King Saul: the one who did not trust in Jehovah 1st
Samuel 13:5-14 ; 1st Samuel 15:13-35 ; and who has allowed unfaithfulness and
rebuke of God to spread throughout the Promised Land



David ––––– Do´eg the E´dom-ite

≺

1.

Why do you make your boast about evil, O you mighty one?31

The loving-kindness of God endures all day long.
2.

Your tongue schemes up adversities, sharpened like a razor,

working deceitfully.
3.

You have loved evil more than what is good,

falsehood more than speaking righteousness.

4.

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

You have loved all destructive words,

O you deceitful tongue.
5.

Moreover, God will destroy you – forever32;

He will knock you down and tear you away from [your] tent,
and He will root you out [your line] from the land of the living.

6.

...and the righteous ones will see [it] and will revere [God],

and they will ridicule him [Do´eg the E´dom-ite]:

29

A spirit that has not resorted to badness in order to fend off badness from others Psalm 50:13-15
See 1 s t Samuel 22:9
31
Do´eg the E´dom-ite, who was zealous for King Saul in his opposition to David
32
It seems that this E´dom-ite was seeking a senior position with Saul, and King Saul was favouring him despite him not being a Jew. David’s
words shatter any illusion he might have had of inveigling himself into the kingdom of Judah
30
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≺

7.

“Here is the able-bodied man that does not put God as his fortress,

but that trusts in the abundance of his riches,
who strengthened himself in his [opportunistic] wickedness.”
8.

...whereas I am like a luxuriant olive tree in God’s house;

I trust in the loving-kindness of God to time indefinite, even forever.



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

9.

I will praise You to time indefinite, for You have taken action;

and I shall hope in Your Name, because it is good in the eyes of Your loyal ones.
To the director over Ma´ha-lath.
Mas´kil.
Of David.

53

Lack of belief is flourishing in the land – especially the 10 tribes that would become
Israel – under Saul, for God has left him. David assures His loyal ones that God
Himself will scatter the foolish non-believers, that Judah will be delighted again and
Israel will finally be able to smile when it joins with Judah
1.



The senseless one has said in his heart:

senseless one –––––

↻ ‘There is no Jehovah.’
They are corrupt and are detestably evil –
none such can do any good.
2.

God has looked down from heaven upon the sons of men,

to see whether there is anyone acting with insight, anyone seeking Jehovah:
3.

All of them have turned away, they are [all] corrupt together;

there is no one doing good,
not even one.



David ––––– loyal lovers of God

≺

4.

Have the workers of lawlessness no knowledge?

those who eat up my people as they eat bread have not called upon Jehovah.
5.

They will be filled there with a great dread

when there is no object of dread –
for God Himself will scatter the bones of anyone camping against you.

≺ You will certainly put [them] to shame, for Jehovah Himself has rejected them.
6.

O that the grand salvation of Israel33 were through Zion!

When Jehovah gathers back the captive ones of His people,
Jacob will be joyful, and Israel will become glad!
To the director on stringed instruments. Mas´kil.
Of David.

33

A plea for unification of God’s people. Evidently this psalm is about rebellion by Israel in their pursuing other gods, something which hurt
David’s heart greatly for God’s sake
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When the Ziph´ites came in and proceeded to say to Saul:
“Is not David concealing himself among us?”34

54

David is hiding near Ziph, but people there – loyal to Saul – report his location. So
David appeals to God for a rescue. His desperate call is because Saul has employed the
assistance of foreigners to search for him – a Jew hiring foreigners, whom God told
Jacob to remove – to fight and kill his own son-in-law.
And God saves David, and he looks upon their souls as they are defeated



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐

1. [I

call]

by Your Name, O God:

≻ Save me!
and may You contend for me with Your mightiness.
2.

O God, hear my prayer;

do give ear to my words.
3.

For strangers35 have risen up against me,

and tyrants who do not follow God seek my

[very]

soul.
♫

4.

Se´lah

Look! God is my Helper;

Jehovah is among those supporting my soul.
5.

He will repay the evil to my foes;

⇐ Annihilate them in Your faithfulness.
6.

I will sacrifice to You with enthusiasm!

I shall praise Your Name, O Jehovah, for it is good.
7. –

for He has delivered me out of every distress,

and my eye has looked upon [the withdrawal of] my enemies.
To the director on stringed instruments. Mas´kil.
Of David.

55

David is beside himself with worry – his name is being slandered, linked to all manner
of lawlessness. He wishes God would give him the wings of a dove to fly away and
forget about it... he yearns for God’s action as at Ba´bel to confuse his enemies, who
have ruined the city – likely Jerusalayim. That would identify his adversary as A-hith´ophel – his former counsellor and grandfather of Bath-she´ba.
David prophesies about his death, but has confidence for himself in Jehovah



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

Do give ear to my prayer, O God,

and do not hide Yourself from my request for favour.
2.

Do pay attention to me and answer me.

I am overcome by my worry,
and I cry out loud,
3.

34
35

because of the voice of the enemy, because of the pressure of the wicked one.

1 s t Samuel 23:19
King Saul had hired “Indian trackers” – E´dom-ites skilled in tracking to discover David’s scent on the track
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For they contrive to brand me as lawless [slip lawlessness upon me],
and angrily persecute me.
4.

My very heart writhes in pain within me,

and fear of death has fallen upon me.
5.

Fear and trembling is upon me,

and terror is overwhelming me.
6.

And I said:



King David –––––

⇒ ‘O that He would give me the wings of a dove!
I would fly away and lodge [safely]...
7.

Look! I would fly far away;

I would lodge in the wilderness...36
♫
8.

Se´lah

I would hasten to a place of escape for me

from the rushing wind, from the tempest.’
9.

Swallow them down, O Jehovah, divide their tongue,37

for I have seen violence and strife in the city:
10.

Day and night they [violence and strife] go about it upon its walls,

and wickedness and trouble are within it;
11.

ruin is in its midst,

and oppression and deception have not left its public square.



David ––––– acquaintance turned adversary: A-hith´o-phel supporter of the usurper Ab´sa-lom

⇒

12.

...for it was not an enemy that defamed me;

otherwise I could put up with it –
it was not someone who hated me by assuming great airs against me
otherwise I could hide myself from him –
13.

but it was you, a mortal man who was as my equal,

my guide and my [very] acquaintance. 38 
14.

We used to savour each other’s company,

we used to walk [together] with the throng in the house of God.
15.

Let death seduce them!

Let them go down into She´ol alive!
for evil is lodging in their hearts.39
16.

As for me... I shall call out to God!

and Jehovah Himself will save me!

36
37
38
39

Prophetic Revelation 12:13-15; Genesis 8:8-12; 1 s t Kings 17:1-7
2 n d Samuel 15:31-37; Genesis 11:1-8
A great compliment to A-hith´o-phel – that David saw his counsellor servant as a friend; prophetic of Mes -si´ah toward Judas Is-car´i-ot
Fulfilled 2 n d Samuel 17:23
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17.

Evening and morning and noon-time I will pray and cry out loudly,

and He will hear my voice.
18.

He will release my soul in peace from the attack that is against me,

for there were many against me.
19.

God will hear, and answer them,

even [the one] that is sitting [in his position of authority] as in the past.40
♫

Se´lah

Those who don’t change [their ways]
do not, therefore, feel fear of God.
20.

He [treacherous A-hith´o-phel] has thrust out his hands against those at peace with Him!

he has profaned His [God’s] covenant!
21. [The

words of]

his mouth are smoother than butter,

but his heart is hostile!
– his words are softer than oil,
but they are [really] drawn swords!
22.

Throw your burden upon Jehovah,

and He will sustain you.
He will never allow the righteous one to fall.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐

23.

But You, O God, will bring them down to the lowest pit;

blood-guilty and deceitful men will not live out half their days!
– but as for me, I shall trust in You!
To the director – “the dove of silence among strangers”41
Of David.
Mik´tam. [r40]
When the Phi-lis´tines laid hold of him in Gath.

56

The 1st of 5 consecutive psalms which David carved into stone while on the run. The 6 th
is Psalm 16.
Though held by the Phi-lis´tines when he fled toward Gath, David trusts God’s word –
that it can make the people in the land beautiful, that the land would be safe and
allocated to God’s people. He thinks over those – chiefly King Saul – who have driven
him there, and the way they have distorted his words to make the people distrust him.
David prays for their lawlessness to fall on themselves – for the people they have misled
to become angry against them – for God remembers the injustice to David. David ends
by asking forgiveness for his deception – pretending to be mad – because it was of
necessity, so that he might continue living



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Show me favour, O God, because mortal man has chased me –
the fighter keeps on oppressing me all day long.
2.

My foes would chase me all day long,

for there are many feeding on me.

40
41

Reference to Saul, before David received the anointing from the prophet Samuel?
Or “The warm comfort of silence when in the midst of enemies”
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3.

4.

Whenever I grow fearful, O Most High One, I shall trust in You.

I shall praise God’s word, I trust in God;

I shall not be afraid – what can flesh do to me?42 
5.

All day long they distort my words –

all their imaginings are for evil against me.
6.

They stir up strife, they pretend they have not,

they keep watching my steps
while they wait [to pounce on] my soul.

≻

7.

Deliver their lawlessness upon themselves –

bring down the peoples in anger, O God.
8.

You keep account of my exile...

so store my tears in Your skin bottle;
are they not in Your book [of evidence]?
9.

On the day that I call [to You] my enemies will turn back;

This I know: that God is supporting me.
10.

I shall praise God’s word,

I shall praise the word of Jehovah.
11.

I trust in God. I shall not be afraid –

what can man do to me? 

⇐

12.

Your vows are upon me, O God.

I shall pay my vow to You.
13.

For You have delivered my soul from death –

You prevent my feet from being pushed over
so that I may walk before God in the light of the living.
To the director.
Al-tas´chith [“Do not destroy / erase.”] [r40]
Of David.
Mik´tam.
When he ran away into the cave because of Saul, 43

57

David inscribes this on stone (walls?) in the cave. He marks it with an Ar-a-ma´ic note
– “Do not Destroy” – since he knows that Saul has employed an E´dom-ite – Do´eg –
and other foreign trackers to pursue him, and though they might not read Hebrew they
would understand Ar-a-ma´ic. So David’s first act while on the run is to appeal to Saul
to stop what he is doing.



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

Show me favour, O God, show me favour,

for my soul has taken refuge in You;
and I will take refuge in the shadow of Your wings until the adversities pass over.
2.

42
43

I call to God the Most High, the [true] God Who performs to completion over me:

( Psalm 118:6 ) Hebrews 13:6
1 s t Samuel 22:1
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3.

He will send from the heavens

and He will save me from the reproaches of the one seeking to devour me.
♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

God will send His loving-kindness and His trueness.
4.

My soul is in the midst of lions –

I lie down in the midst of infuriated sons of men
whose teeth are spears and arrows,
and whose tongue is a sharp sword.

≻

5.

O be exalted above the heavens, O God;

Let Your Glory come upon all the earth.
6.

They erected a net [against] my movements...

my body bent down [beneath it]!
They excavated a pitfall before me...
they have fallen into the midst of it [themselves]!

7.

My heart is steadfast, O God,

my heart is steadfast
and I will sing and make melody.
8.

Do awake, O my glory;

do awake, O stringed instrument; you too, O harp.
I will awaken the [very] dawn [with praises]!
9.

I shall laud You among the peoples, O Jehovah;

I shall make melody to You among the nations!
10.

for Your loving-kindness is great up to the heavens,

and Your trustworthiness up to the skies.
11.

Be exalted above the skies, O God;

let Your glory be above all the earth.

58

To the director.
Al-tas´chith [“Do not destroy.”] [r40]
Of David.
Mik´tam.
Having fled from Kei´lah – which despite he and his 600 men saving it from the Philis´tines, they were about to hand him over to King Saul – David goes to Ziph, which he
uses to purchase provisions, while lodging on a crag near Ziph. However he learns that
the Ziph´ites are not helping him at-all, but they have also contacted Saul to betray
David, while silently letting him purchase food from them – hoping to gain a name for
themselves when King Saul arrives! So David carves this psalm against them into the
rock near their city



David ––––– Ziph´ites who have betrayed David to King Saul

⇒ 1. Are YOU actually pronouncing a mute justice?
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Are YOU judging in righteousness, YOU sons of men?44
2.

YOU are contriving wickedness in your heart!

YOUR hands are weighing out violence in the land!
3.

The wicked ones have been estranged [from righteousness] right from the [very] womb;

the liars stray [as soon as they leave] the [mother’s] belly.
4.

Their anger is like the venom of the serpent –

[and]
5.

which will not listen to the voice of charmers,

[even]



he closes his ear just like the deaf cobra
though that charmer be wise.

Almighty God ––––– David

≻

6.

O God, knock out their teeth from their mouth!

break the fangs of the maned young lions, O Jehovah.
7.

– they will melt like meandering waters;

when He will bend His bow [shots arrows] at them they will be cut off;
8.

he [the wicked one] will leave like a snail which melts away,

like a woman’s miscarriage which never sees the sun.

≺

9.

Before YOUR cauldrons are aware,

He [God] will blast away the thorn [cooking fuel] and the raw [meat] in anger!
10.

The righteous one will rejoice when he sees the vengeance –

he will bathe his steps in the blood of the wicked one –
11.



and mankind will say:

––––– Ziph´ites who have betrayed David to King Saul

↻ ‘Surely there is reward for the righteous one!
Surely there is a God Who judges in the earth!’
To the director.
Al-tas´chith [“Do not destroy.”] [r40]
Of David.
Mik´tam.
When Saul sent, and they kept watching the house, to put him to death.45

59


Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;

make me impregnable over those rising up against me.
2.

Deliver me from those who practice wickedness

and save me from blood-guilty men.

44

Or more familiarly with scorn – as to a fraudulent seller “Are you really a dove of peace?? Are you red -faced men [immature smirking
characters] judging evenly?!” David accuses them of – effectively – being false traders by selling the lives of him and his men to Saul, and ruining
the name of a city of Judah
45
See 1 s t Samuel 19:11 The tense of this Psalm is difficult: at first reading it seems to have been written contemporary with the events, yet David
speaks of “Jehovah our shield” – as if in company of others, which he was not at this event. Also the ma rking Al -tas´chith was applied to carved
psalms which would be found by an Ar -a-ma´ic speaker, and at this point the evil Do´eg had not been present, nor would an engraving in his
wife’s house be a thing of safety for her. Therefore it may be a psalm writ ten in future perfect mode, as informative to those following of what
depths King Saul had plummeted in his pursuit of David during the time that David was still living near the king
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3.

For look! they were lying in wait for my soul;46

strong allies had gathered against me –
not for any revolt or any sin on my part, O Jehovah.
4.

Though there is no error, they ran and made themselves ready.

⇐ Do rouse Yourself to help me, and see!
5.

And You, O Jehovah God of armies, are the God of Israel.

Do wake up to turn Your attention to all the nations:
do not show favour to any who cover over wickedness.

6.

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

They would return at evening time;

they would bark like a dog and go all around the city.
7.

Look! They gushed foul words from their mouth –

violence [lit. swords] is on their lips,



enemies of David –––––

↻ “...for who is listening?!”

⇐ 8. But You Yourself, O Jehovah, will laugh at them;
You will hold all the nations in derision!
9.

O my Strength, I will keep watch toward You;47

for God is my secure height.
10.

The God of my loving-kindness [that which David receives] will confront me;

God will cause me to look [down] upon my foes.
11.

Do not kill them – for fear that my people may forget;

make them wander about [by herding them with] Your vital energy,
then bring them down, O Jehovah our shield,
12.

may they be caught out in their pride by the sin of their mouth, the word of their lips –

the cursing and the lying that they recount –
13. [then]

destroy [them] in Your fury – destroy [them] so they are no more;

and [people] will know – to the ends of the earth – that God is ruling in Jacob!

14.

...So let them return at evening time,

let them bark like a dog and go all around the city,
15.

let them wander about for something to devour

[and]
16.

[looking to kill David]...

when they are not satisfied let them grumble!

But I shall sing of Your strength,

and in the morning I shall shout joyfully about Your loving-kindness.
For You have been a refuge for me,

46
47

See 1 s t Samuel 19:11
Moses’ victory song after crossing the Red Sea Exodus 15:2
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and a retreat in the day of my distress.

⇐

17.

O my Strength, I will make melody to You,

for God is my retreat – the God of my loving-kindness.
To the director on The Lily of Reminder
Mik´tam. [r40]
Of David. For teaching.

[r41]

When he engaged in a struggle with A´ram –Na-ha-ra´im [“A´ram of the two rivers”] and A´ram
–Zo´bah – and Jo´ab proceeded to return and strike down E´dom in the Valley of Salt,
even twelve thousand.48

60

In a lesson, David confesses sins before God Who has cast him and his army away, and
pleads for help... then God replies with His promise of help!
David asks who will lead them in these successes, since God has cast them off, and
pleads for help... ...and God will do so!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O God, You have cast us off, You have scattered us,
You have become incensed. Do turn Yourself to us again.
2.

You have caused the earth to rock, You split it open...

heal its breaches, for it has tottered.
3.

You have caused Your people to see hardship.

You have made us drink spiked wine.49
4.

You have given a signal to those fearing You

to flee on account of the truth.50
♫
5.

Se´lah

In order that Your beloved ones may be rescued,

do save with Your right hand and answer us.
6.

...God spoke [in promised reply] in His Holiness:51

↪ ‘I will be joyful!
I will apportion out She´chem,
and I shall measure off the low plain of Suc´coth.
7.

Gil´e-ad belongs to Me and Ma-nas´seh belongs to Me,

E´phra-im is the fortress of My head one [buffer north of Jerusalayim];
Judah is My lawgiver,
8.

Mo´ab is My washing pot,52

I shall throw My sandal Over E´dom.’ 53

48

Possibly speaking of several events – 2 n d Samuel 8:13; possibly 2 n d Samuel 10:6-19
Symbol of being indolent at their “own” success
50
See 1 s t century fulfilment prophesied ( Matthew 24:3-22; Mark 13:4-37; Luke 21:8-36 ) and the final fulfilment of this Revelation 18:4 also Jesus’
counsel John 1:17; John 5:33; John 8:31-32
51
Compare Psalm 108:7-13
52 s t
1 Chronicles 18:2; 2 n d Samuel 8:2
53 n d
2 Samuel 8:13
49
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Almighty God ––––– Phi-lis´ti-a

≺ ‘Shout in alarm over Me, Phi-lis´ti-a.’

↩ 9. Who will bring me to the fortified city 54 [impregnable Kir-Har´e-seth in E´dom]?
who will lead me as far as E´dom?
10.

Is it not You, O God, Who have cast us off

and Who [at this moment] does not go forth with our armies as God?
11.

Do give us assistance from distress,

because salvation by man is worthless.
12.

We shall be valiant... through God!

for He Himself will trample down our adversaries.
To the director on stringed instruments.
Of David.

61

David’s days are few, and he feels death close by. However – in his weakened state, and
the exploitation by Ad-o-ni´jah – God has blessed him with strength enough, and he has
crowned Sol´o-mon as king.
Now he prays to God for His blessing of many days and wisdom on Sol´o-mon, thinking
of the temple which he is destined to build.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Do hear, O God, my entreating cry,
do pay attention to my prayer.
2.

I shall cry to You from the ground55 when my heart grows feeble –

may You lead me onto a rock that is higher up from where I am,
3.

for You have proved to be a refuge for me,

a strong tower in the face of the enemy.
4.

I will be a guest in Your tent56 for times indefinite;

I will take refuge in the concealment of Your wings.57
♫
5.

Se´lah

For You Yourself, O God, have listened to my vows,

You have given [me] the heritage of those fearing Your Name.
6.

You will add to the days upon days to the [life of the] king [Sol´o-mon];

his years will be like many generations,
7.

he will dwell to time indefinite before God!

O assign loving-kindness and trueness, that these may safeguard him.
8.

Rightly I will make melody to Your Name forever,

that I may pay my vows day after day.

54

Any such fortified city in any region was a stumbling block to the overthrow of the region. Kir -Har´e-seth was a potter’s city
“end of the earth” –meaning a state of desperation, close to the grave. But he pleads for God to raise him to a higher rock than Mt. Zion – to
God’s Own place of abode
56
David’s plea: Psalm 15
57
David’s plea: Psalm 17; Deuteronomy 32:10-11; Ruth 2:12
55
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To the director, for Je-du´thun.
A melody of David.

62

David’s psalm denouncing those who – even now – scheme against King Sol´o-mon with
lies so as to undermine him. He eases his own worry by reminding himself not to
become agitated... then advises others to look to God rather than rely on earthly things.
1.

Indeed my soul is [waiting in] silence upon God...

my salvation comes from Him.
2.

He is indeed my rock and my salvation, my secure height;

I shall not be shaken by much.



David ––––– bad men

⇒ 3. How long will YOU scheme against a man?
YOU will all be dashed to pieces, like a bowing wall or dyke which is pushed over.

4.

They [bad men] give him [King Sol´o-mon] advice so as to hurl him down from his dignity.58

They take pleasure in a lie –
they bless with their mouth, but inwardly call down evil!
♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

↻ 5. Wait silently toward God, O my soul...
because my hope is from Him.
6.

He is indeed my rock and my salvation, my secure height;

I shall not be shaken.
7.

My salvation and my glory are [all] dependent upon God,

the rock [foundation] of my strength – my refuge – is in God.



David ––––– followers in need of uplifting

≺

8.

TRUST in Him at all times, O people,

pour out YOUR heart before Him.
God is a refuge for us.

9.

Truly, the sons of red-faced [smirking] men are empty,

the sons of refined [contrived] men are deceitful;
when laid upon the scales they are all together lighter than air.
10.

Do not put YOUR trust in ill-gotten gains,

nor become complacent in plundered

[goods].

If YOUR wealth increases, do not rely on it.
11.

God has spoken once – and twice – [even] I have heard this,

that strength belongs to God!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐

12.

Loving-kindness, also, belongs to You, O Jehovah,

for You Yourself pay back to each one according to his work.

58

The same scheming unseated his son and successor Re -ho-bo´am 1 s t Kings 12:8-20 ; 2 n d Chronicles 13:7
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A melody of David,
when he happened to be in the wilderness of Judah.

63

David is in the wilderness of Ziph 1st Samuel 26:1-4 and Saul is pursuing him. Short on
food and water he sees – not a mirage of an oasis – but a vision of God in His
sanctuary! For that is a greater longing in his heart than for water.
David thinks sadly of King Saul – God’s anointed – who is pursuing him... knowing that
he will fail utterly – and in bitter-sweet conclusion, his downfall will exalt him as God’s
king, and begin the return of righteousness in Jacob



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O God, You are my God, I keep looking for You.
My soul thirsts for You,
my flesh has grown faint [with longing] for You
in a dry and exhausted land, where there is no water...
2.

...that is why I have beheld [not a mirage of water, but] You in the Holy place! –

seeing Your strength and Your glory –
3.

because Your loving-kindness is better than life,

so my lips will commend You.
4.

That is how I shall bless You during my lifetime;

I shall raise my palms in Your Name.
5.

My soul will be satisfied as with fat and ashes

[of sacrifices],

and my mouth will offer praise with lips crying joyfully!
6.

when I remember You upon my lounge,

[and]
7.

meditate on You during the night watches.

For You have proved to be of assistance to me,

and I cry out joyfully in the shadow of Your wings.59
8.

My soul clings to You...

[and]
9.

Your right hand sustains me.

But those clinging to the ruin of my soul

will come into the lowest parts of the earth...
10.

they will be delivered over to the power of the sword,

... become food for foxes.
11.

But the king will rejoice in God.

Every one swearing by him60 will boast,
for the mouth the of liars will be stopped up.

64

To the director.
A melody of David.
A wonderful psalm! David calls to God for help to save his life – not physically from
swords, but his reputation from the devious schemes and the malign tongue which is

59
60

As he will to the end of his life Psalm 61:4!
“him” – “the king” rather than the Almighty, as is clarified by the following line
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hurting others who formerly had no dislike of him. This cancerous attack undermines
God’s Own arrangement in Jacob.
However, God will turn their tricks against them, and their audience of onlookers will
desert them. The foolish smirkers will feel stunned that these intelligent smirkers have
fallen, and will become cautious of God, whereas the righteous will now take refuge in
God, and those who already take refuge will boast of their refuge!!



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

Hear, O God, my voice in my concern.

May You safeguard my life from the insurrection arising from the enemy –
2.

may You conceal me from the confidential talk of evildoers,

from the tumult of hurtful men
3.

who have sharpened their tongue like a sword,

[and]
4.

have aimed their bitter speech like an arrow

to shoot from coverts at a blameless man.

They shoot at him suddenly – without fear:
5.

– they encourage themselves in bad ways,

they talk about laying the buried traps [which they have laid].
They have said:

↻ ‘Who will notice them?!’
6.

They keep searching for evils [to carry them out]...

they search diligently for their prey,
and the thoughts and heart of each one of them are deep...
7.

...But God will shoot at them with an arrow:

they will suddenly be wounded,
8.

and they will be made to stumble on their own words...

All of their audience will abandon them –
9.

every red-faced [smirking] man will become afraid,

and they will tell of the activity of God,
and they will become cautious of His actions.
10.

...But the righteous one will rejoice in Jehovah and will take refuge in Him,

while all the upright in heart [already trusting ones] will boast!
To the director.
A melody of David.
A song.

65

A song of praise from David – as so often, it precedes his confession... but his
confidence in God’s forgiveness is absolute without showing contempt.
He speaks of God’s provision – the spiritual – of His awesome justice, the confidence He
engenders... and for the rest of the world, the bounteous harvests which God gives which
make the land – even that of the pagans – sing exultantly!



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

Praise awaits You in Zion, O God – and the vow will be paid to You!

2.

People of all flesh will come to You, O Hearer of prayer.

3.

Sinful things have proved stronger than I am...
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[but]
4.

You will cover them!

Happy is the one You choose and cause to bring near

[toward You],

that he may reside in Your courtyards.
We will certainly be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Your Holy temple!
5.

You will speak to us in awesome justice,

O God of our salvation,
You, the Sure Hope [even] of the far-off ones at the ends of the earth and the sea –
6.

...the One firmly establishing the mountains with His power,

...the One girded with mightiness,
7.

...the One stilling the uproar of the seas [and] the noise of their waves... and the unrest of the nations.

8.

...And people in the most distant places will revere Your signs;

You Who cause the sunrise and sunset to cry out joyfully.
9.

You have watched over the earth, and have given in great abundance –

You enrich it with a stream – from God! – filled with waters,
You provide them with grain to prepare [the land].
10.

You soak the [field] terraces, settle the furrows;

You soften them with showers and bless its growth.
11.

You have crowned the year with Your goodness,

And Your pathways drip with abundance!
12.

They drip into the wilderness regions –

and the hills on every side rejoice!
13.

The pastures have become clothed with flocks,

and the low plains are clothed with grain!
They shout for joy – indeed, they sing!
To the director.
A song, a melody.

66

The psalmist cries out to the nations – pointing to the parting of the waters for Moses.
The psalmist is not Moses – he speaks of coming into God’s house, not tabernacle, and
of vows made such as a later man like David might make. He urges them to see how
awe-inspiring God’s actions are, how the people rejoiced at real life for the first time,
and how God defended them from rebels and other dangers. He tells the nations that
God has refined them... at times it was hard, but look at the love and good relation they
have – and His continuing kindness to them



Psalmist ––––– all the Gentiles of the earth

≺

1.

SHOUT in triumph to God, all

2.

make melody to the glory of His Name,

[YOU people of]

the earth,

make YOUR praise of Him glorious!
3.




Say to God:

Almighty God ––––– Gentiles of the earth

⇐ ‘How awe-inspiring are Your works!’

Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐ Your enemies will come cringing to You because of the abundance of Your strength –
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4.

all [people of] the earth will bow down to You,

and they will make melody to You... they will make melody to Your Name.’



♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

Psalmist ––––– all the Gentiles of the earth
5.

Come, YOU people, and see the works of God.

His dealing with the sons of men is awe-inspiring:
6.

...He changed the sea into dry land;61

they went crossing over on foot through the river!
There we62 began to rejoice63 in Him,
7.

the One ruling by His mightiness to time indefinite.

His Own eyes keep watch upon the nations [in protection of His people]
[so that]

≺

8.

rebellious ones may not rise up over them [His people].

Bless our God, O YOU peoples –

and cause the voice of praise to Him to be heard! –
9.

the One setting our soul in [Divinely cared for] life,64

Who does not allow our foot to waver.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

10.

For You have examined us, O God;

You have refined us as when refining silver...
11.

You caused us to come into captivity... [in Egypt]

You put pressure on our hips...
12.

You caused mortal man to ride over our head –

we have come through fire and through water –
but You caused us to come forth to relief!

⇐

13.

I shall come into Your house with whole burnt offerings;

I shall pay my vows to You,
14.

those which my lips uttered

and my mouth spoke [aloud] when I was in sore straits.
15.

I shall offer up to You whole burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams.

I shall render up a bull with he-goats.



Psalmist ––––– all the Gentiles of the earth

≺

16.

Come! Listen all YOU who fear God, and I will relate

what He has done for my soul:

61
62
63
64

Exodus 14:15-31
Seems to indicate this psalm is by Moses or by one of the people of the exod us
Exodus 15:2, 18
Psalm 68:10
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17.

I called to Him with my mouth,

and praised Him with my tongue.
18.

If I regard anything hurtful in my heart,

Jehovah will not hear [me].
19. [But]

truly God has heard;

He has listened to the call of my prayer.
20.

Blessed be God! Who has not turned aside my prayer,

nor His loving-kindness from me.
To the director on stringed instruments.
A melody, a song.

67

Possibly Moses – in his delight at his people being free – yearns for the whole world to
appreciate Jehovah. That will be a blessing upon Jacob in itself, but all the nations
would then be happy. Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah’s spread of Christianity
1.

God will show us favour and bless us;

He will make His face shine upon us. 65



♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

Almighty God ––––– Moses

⇐ 2. For Your way may be known in the earth,
[and]
3.

Your deliverance among all the nations.

Let peoples laud You, O God,

let all the peoples laud You!
4.

Let the national groups rejoice and cry out joyfully,

for You will judge the peoples in righteousness
and You will guide the nations in the earth.

5.

Let peoples laud You, O God,

let all the peoples laud You!
6.

The earth will bless its produce;

[and]
7.

God – our God – will bless us.

God will bless us,

and all the ends of the earth will revere Him.
To the director.
Of David.
A melody, a song.

68

David recounts several great achievements by God’s hand, as an encouragement to
people – and those of the nations – to revere the God of Jacob
1.

Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered,

and let those who hate Him flee because of Him.

65

See Aaron’s blessing on the sons of Israel at Numbers 6:24
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Almighty God ––––– David

≻

2.

May You drive

[them]

away

[just]

as smoke is driven away;

as wax melts because of the fire,
let the wicked ones perish from before God.
3.

But as for the righteous, let them rejoice!

let them be elated before God,
and let them be bright with rejoicing.



David ––––– lovers of God

≺

4.

SING to God, make melody to His Name;

raise up [a highway of song] to the One riding through the desert plains –
for Jah, which is His Name – and be jubilant before Him.
5.

God is in the dwelling place of His Holiness –

a Father to fatherless boys and a Judge for widows.
6.

God causes the solitary ones to dwell in families,

causes prisoners to come forth into freedom,
– but the stubborn to dwell in a parched land...

David Speaks of the Exodus



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 7. O God, [in the days] when You went forth before Your people,
when You marched through the wasteland...
♫
8.

Se´lah

...the earth quaked, and the heavens dripped before the face of God –

Si´nai [rocked] because of God, the God of Israel...
9.

...You sprinkled a spontaneous downpour, O God.

When Your inheritance [people of the Exodus] was tired, You invigorated it.
10.

They [Your congregation] dwelt in it [the wasteland]66 –

You O God, prepared out of Your goodness for the poor!

David Recalls Defeating the A-mal´ek-ites after Zik´lag
11.

Jehovah gave the word: a vast company of women declared it.

12.

Even the kings of armies fled wildly, 68

67

...and she who abides at home separated the spoil!



David ––––– women sifting through the spoil

↪

13.

...even though YOU are resting among the pots,69

the wings of a dove [will be] covered with silver,
With feathers of greenish-yellow gold.

66

Psalm 66:9
Exodus 15:20 Mir´i-am leads the women in celebration at the exdus
68
Joshua 10 Joshua vanquishes five kings in one day.
69 s t
1 Samuel 30:24 The A-mal´ek-ites had caused great harm to the Hebrews in the exodus, but David recalls how he va nquished them at Zik´lag.
Even those who rested with the baggage share in the spoil.
67
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David Recalls Jo´tham’s Words against A-bim´e-lech

70

14.

When the Almighty One scattered abroad its resident kings,

it began to snow in Zal´mon.71
15.

The mountain of God is like the mountain of Ba´shan72 –

the highest of the mountains of Ba´shan.



David ––––– pagan nations (including the pagans practicing on Ba´shan) coveting Jerusalayim and its territory

⇒

16.

Why do YOU mountainous peaks look with envy

[at]

↩
17.

the mountain that God has taken pleasure to dwell in?

[Because]

Jehovah will indeed reside

[there]

forever.

There are tens of millions of war chariots of God there –

Jehovah is among them as in [the land of] Si´nai, His Holy place.73



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

18.

You have ascended on high,74

You have captured [the place of] captivity;75
You have taken gifts [plunder, captives] in the form of red-faced [smirking] men –
yes, even the rebellious ones! – so that Jah God might reside [there].
19.

Blessed be Jehovah, Who [protectively] carries us,

the God of our salvation!
♫
20.

Se´lah

The [true] God is a God of salvations to us;

And deliverance from death belongs to Jehovah the Sovereign Lord.
21.

...however God will crush the head of His enemies to pieces,

the hairy scalp of anyone walking about in his guiltiness.76
22.



Jehovah has said:

Almighty God ––––– David

⇒ ‘I shall retrieve [them] from Ba´shan,77
I shall bring [them] back from the mud of the sea,
23.

In order that you may tread your foot in blood,

so that the tongue of your dogs may have its portion from the enemies.’

David Recalls Bringing the Ark to Mt. Zion
↩

24.

78

They have seen Your processions, O God,

70

Judges 9
Zal´mon: Near Mount Ger´i -zim, She´chem, 5 miles south east of Sa -mar´i-a Judges 9:48 The “snow” was the leaves, stripped a way, as the trees
on the mountain were felled for firewood to burn the tower of She´chem
72
Not to equate Zion with pagan worship – which Ba´shan was – but for its popularity for worship, the place to which people will stream in their
tens of thousands to w orship Jehovah at the place He has chosen Deuteronomy 16:5-6; Joshua 22:29
73 n d
2 Kings 6:15-18 The Si´nai Peninsula between Guly of Suez and the Gulf of Aqaba, the part of Mid´i -an west of Aqaba in which lies Mount
Ho´reb – where God would, in the future, speak with E -li´jah 1 s t Kings 19:9-21
74
Although this appears to be David’s praise to Almighty God, it is to the leader of the war chariots of God ( the Hebrew speci fies “you” as
singular” ) and this scripture is referred to in Ephesians 4:7-8 to refer to the Christ as the leader of this action
75
Jerusalem captures - the land held captive from God’s purpose
76
The uncovered head a sign of disrespect to God
77
Psalm 22:10-14; corrupt pagan attitudes Amos 4:1-3
78 s t
1 Chronicles 15
71
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– the processions of my God... my King! – into the Holy place.
25.

The singers went in front, the instrumentalists followed after them,

and in between were the maidens beating tambourines. 79



singers –––––

≺

26.

BLESS God in the congregations!

[BLESS]
27.

Jehovah!

[YOU who are]

from the source of Israel.

...there is little Benjamin dominating80 them:

the princes of Judah with their council:
the princes of Zeb´u-lun, the princes of Naph´ta-li...



David ––––– Benjamin

⇒

28.

...your God has laid command upon your strength.

David Recalls The Promise of a Temple



Almighty God ––––– David

≻ Do strengthen, O God, [the land] which You have ordained for us.
Because of Your temple at Jerusalayim,

29.

Kings will bring gifts to You.
30.

Rebuke the spear-men, the valiant fighters,

[and]

the young fighters of the peoples – the ones debasing himself with pieces of silver. 81 

Scatter the kinds that delight in hostility.
31.

Princes will come out of Egypt [in homage]

[and]



Cush itself will come hurriedly with his hands [bearing gifts] to God.

David ––––– all the kingdoms of the earth

≺

32.

SING to God, YOU kingdoms of the nations,

make melody to Jehovah!
♫
33.

Se´lah

To the One riding on the ancient heaven of heavens.

See! He will sound with His voice, a strong voice.
34.

Ascribe strength to God.

His eminence is upon Israel and His strength is in the clouds.

≻

35.

God

[You are]

fear-inspiring from out of Your grand sanctuary.

The God of Israel gives strength and power to His people.
Blessed be God!

69

To the director on the Lily
Of David.

[r41]

When David was being maligned – perhaps during the pursuit by King Saul. David
calls to God – he being in dire straits, with liars convincing even the Le´vite judges in

79

1 s t Chronicles 15:28
This seems to mean “singing louder than the others” – despite Saul of Benjamin having been dethroned – because Benjamin became a de facto
ally ( rather than foe ) of Judah when the 10 tribes split away
81
Here David speak s of the people as animals – wild, or strong, or young and docile – who sell their services in warfare for silver
80
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the gate of his guilt. He has become a laughing-stock – the topic of the songs of
drunkards! His speaking of drowning in mire a remarkable prophecy about the prophet
Jeremiah, when the waters of Babylon were about to engulf Jerusalayim.
David declares his thanksgiving to be worth more than a sacrifice of bulls – which
delights the poor who struggle to afford a dove as sacrifice! – and that God will build
Zion and Judah, and the humble – not the clever-tongued conspirators – will live in it!



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Save me, O God, for the waters have come clear to the soul.
2.

I have sunk down in the dregs of the mire, where there is no standing ground.

I have come into deep waters, and the flood has engulfed me.
3.

I have become tired through my calling out –

my throat has become hoarse,
my eyes have become faint waiting for my God.
4.

Those hating me without a cause 82  have become more than the hairs of my head.

My enemies – who want to consume me through false reason – have become numerous;
I have given what I had not taken by robbery!
5.

O God, You know my foolishness,

and my offences have not been hidden from You.
6.

O may those hoping in You not be ashamed because of me,

O Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of Armies,
may those seeking You not be humiliated because of me,
O God of Israel.
7.

For I have borne reproach for Your sake –

shame has covered my face.
8.

I have become estranged from my brothers,

become as a foreigner to the sons of my mother.
9.

For sheer zeal for Your house has eaten me up,83

and the disgraces due toward those defaming You have fallen upon me.
10.

When I wept in the fasting of my soul,

that itself came to be a reproach against me!
11.

When I made sack-cloth my clothing,

then I became a proverbial saying to them!
12.

Those who sit in the gate [Le´vite judges] speak against me,

and [I was even] the subject of the songs of drunkards!
13.

But as for me, my prayer was to You, O Jehovah.

At an acceptable time, O God, in the abundance of Your loving-kindness,
answer me with the certainty of Your salvation.

⇐

14.

Deliver me from the mire, do not let me sink down.

May I be delivered from those hating me and from the deep waters –

82
83

Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Job 19:27-28; John 15:25
John 2:17
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15.

may the flood of waters not engulf me

nor the mire swallow me up,
nor the well close its mouth over me.

⇐

16.

Answer me, O Jehovah, for Your loving-kindness is good.

Turn to me according to the abundance of Your mercies,
17.

and do not conceal Your face from Your servant

because I am in sore straits – do answer me quickly.84
18.

Do come near to my soul and redeem it;

deliver me on account of my enemies.
19.

You Yourself have come to know my reproach and my shame and my humiliation –

all of my adversaries are before You.
20. [This

undue]

reproach has broken my heart; I feel mortally wounded [by it],

and I waited eagerly for sympathy, but there was none –
and for comforters, but I found none.85
21.

They put poison in my food,

and they gave me vinegar to drink for my thirst. 86

≻

22.

Let their table87 become a trap before them,

and what is safe become a snare.
23.

Let their eyes become darkened so as not to see;

and cause their loins to shake continually. 88
24.

Pour Your denunciation upon them,

and let the heat of Your anger take hold of them.
25.

Let their camp become desolate;

let no dweller come into their tents –
26.

for they persecute the one whom You Yourself punished

[to sufficiency],

and they celebrate to the pain of those whom You pierced.89
27.

Ascribe [to them] evil on top of their evil90

and may they not come into Your righteousness.
28.

Let them be wiped out of the scroll of life91

and not be written with the righteous.
29.

But I am afflicted and in pain...

may Your salvation, O God, make me safe.

84
85
86
87
88

Job 13:24
Psalm 71:21
( Matthew 27:32-34; Mark 15:22-23; Luke 23:36; John 19:29-30 )
School of thought, manner of heart, way of life – that at wh ich they “eat” and invite others to eat
as in diarrhoea through fear. Quoted in the NT Romans 11:10 but from the Greek Septuagint, which changes the meaning – treating the p l u r a l

Hebrew word ה ם
ֶ  וּ ָמ תְ נֵיas singular, thereby changing its meaning from bowels to back
89
Zechariah 12:10 and John 19:37
90
Killing a man for no reason is evil enough, but to do so to disenfranchise God is far worse
91
Philippians 4:3; Revelation 3:5; Revelation 20:15
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30.

I will praise the Name of God with song,

And I will magnify Him with thanksgiving.
31.

This will be more pleasing to Jehovah than a bull,

[even]
32.



a young [prime] bull with horns and split hoof.

The humble ones will certainly see [it] and rejoice,

humble and righteous ones –––––

≺ “The heart that seeks for God will keep living!
33.

for Jehovah hears the poor ones,

and does not despise His captives”
34.

Let heaven and earth praise Him –

the seas and everything that moves about in them –
35.

For God will save Zion

and will build the cities of Judah,
so that they [the poor and humble] may dwell there and take possession of it.
36.

And the offspring of His servants will inherit it,

and those loving His Name will reside in it.
To the director.
Of David, to bring to remembrance.

70

David is clearly afraid – under siege from wicked people. He calls to God for help...
this psalm seems to drift into the next



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O God, rescue me!
do hurry, O Jehovah, to assist me.
2.

May those who are seeking my soul be ashamed and confounded,

may those wishing evil on me be driven backwards and be humiliated,
3.



may they turn back as a consequence of their shame, those who are saying:

people seeking to harm King David –––––

≺ ‘Aha, aha!’92
4.

May those who seek You exult and rejoice,

and may those loving Your salvation say constantly:



worshippers of the true God, seeking Him –––––

≺ ‘May God be magnified!’
5.

...But I am poor and afflicted...

O God, do hurry to me.
You are my Help and my Deliverer –
O Jehovah, do not delay.

92

Psalm 35:21 Declaring they have discovered a fault, but doing so falsely and loudly in order to convince others
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71
David in his old age (v9) describes his closeness to God, that God Who cut the
umbilical cord between him and his mother at birth has formed so close and so long a
relationship.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. I have put my trust in You, O Jehovah,
may I never be ashamed!
2.

In Your righteousness You will bring about my rescue and carry me away safely:

incline Your ear to me, and save me.
3.

You are my rock of habitation to which I continually resort –

You have given a charge to save me because You are my crag and my fortress.
4.

Deliver me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked one,

from the palm of the cruel and unrighteous,
5.

for You are my hope, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, my Trust from my youth onwards!

6.

I have rested on You since the womb;

You cut me from my mother’s belly –
my praise is constantly for You;
7.

I have become like a miracle to many people,

but You are my strong refuge.
8.

My mouth is filled with Your praise

and with Your glory all day long.

⇐ 9. Do not throw me away in the time of old age –
do not leave me as my strength fails –
10.

for my enemies speak against me,

and those watching for [vulnerability of] my soul have conspired together
11.



to declare:

––––– enemies of David, pursuing him

↻ ‘God has left him!

PURSUE and seize him, for there is no one to deliver him.’
12.

O God, You will not be far away from me;

O my God, do hurry to my assistance.
13.

May those accusing my soul become confounded and come to their end;

may those who seek my harm become covered with reproach and dishonour.
14.

But as for me, I shall wait constantly,

and I will praise You more and more!
15.

My mouth will recount Your righteousness and Your salvation all day long –93

for I do not know the limit [of them]!

93

Psalm 119:97
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16.

I shall come in the mightiness of my Sovereign Lord Jehovah;

I shall mention Your righteousness, Yours alone.

⇐

17.

O God, You have taught me from my youth onwards,

and ever since then I have caused Your wonderful works to be declared.
18.

Even now that I am old and grey-haired, O God, You will not leave me,

until I tell about Your Arm to this generation,
and of Your power to everyone [future generation] who is to come.
19.

Your righteousness, O God, is up in the heights! – You Who have done great things.

O God, who is like You?!
20.

Because You – Who has made me see many distresses and calamities –

will revive94 me again, and You will have raised me up again from the depths of the earth.
21.

You will increase my greatness and surround me with Your comfort.95

22. [Then]

I shall praise You with the lyre about Your trueness, O my God,

I will make melody to You on the harp, O Holy One of Israel.
23.

My lips will cry out joyfully! because I will make melody to You...

[indeed, so will]
24.

my [entire] soul which You have rescued.

My tongue will speak of Your righteousness all day long,

for those who sought evil for me will have become ashamed and confounded!
Regarding Sol´o-mon.

72

David prays for God’s blessing to Sol´o-mon – and to Sol´o-mon’s son. He prays that
the great tasks will bear peace, and the smaller ones bear righteousness – as a healing
balm to God’s nations.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O God, give Your Own Divine Law to the king,
and Your justice to the son of the king.96
2.

May he [each king throughout the generations] rule Your people with righteousness

and Your afflicted ones with justice –
3.

let the mountains bear peace for the people

and the hills in righteousness.
4.

Let him judge the afflicted ones of the people,

cause the sons of the poor to be saved,
and crush the defrauder to pieces.



King Sol´o-mon ––––– David

≻

5.

They

[defrauders and other wrongdoers]

will fear you as long as there is a sun and a moon,

for generation after generation.

94

Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah’s resurrection
Psalm 69:20
96
David had been told in earlier years how a son called Sol´o -mon would buld a temple to God, and that the throne would be secure for the line
of David. S o while David prays for his own son Sol´o -mon the king, he prays for the same joy of blessing on a son on Sol´o -mon
95
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6.

He [Sol´o-mon] will descend like the rain upon the newly-shorn grass, 

like showers which drench the earth.
7.

The righteous one will sprout during his days,

and there will be an abundance of peace until the moon is no more.
8.

He will have dominion from sea to sea

and from the River [Eu-phra´tes] to the ends of the earth –
9.

the desert-dwellers [Nomads]97 will bow down,

and [even] his enemies will lick the dust;
10.

the kings of Tar´shish and of the coastal lands will pay a [monetary] tribute [to him],

the kings of She´ba and of Se´ba98 will present levies.
11.

– all kings will pay homage to him, all nations will serve him

12.

because he will rescue the destitute one crying for help,

and the afflicted one and whoever has no helper.
13.

He will be compassionate to the weak and the needy,

and he will save the souls of the destitute:99
14.

He will redeem their soul from cheating and violence –

their blood will be precious in his eyes.
15.

And he [Sol´o-mon] shall live100 [securely], and gold of She´ba will be given to him.

Prayer will be made for him continually, and he will be blessed all day long!
16.

There will be an abundance of grain in the earth,

[even]

upon the top of the mountains!

His boughs of fruit will spread like [those] in Leb´a-non,
and people from the city will blossom like the vegetation of the earth. 101
17.

His name will endure forever! 

his name will grow for as long as the sun [shines],
people will bless themselves by means of his name;
and all nations will pronounce him blessed. 102

≻

18.

Blessed be Jehovah God, the God of Israel,

Who alone is doing wonderful works.
19.

And blessed be His Glorious Name to time indefinite,

and let Him fill the whole earth with His Glory!
Amen and Amen!

20.

The prayers of David, the son of Jes´se, have come to their end.

97

Typically, Nomads had allegiance and reverence to neither king nor nation
She´ba is located near modern -day Yemen; Se´ba presumed to be inside or adjacent to E -thi-o´pi -a
99
Prevent them from disintegrating into lawless ways as a means of living
100 s t
1 Kings 1:39
101
Should possibly read metaphorically: “Children of Sol´o -mon will have positions in authority throughout the land, his of fspring will spread
throughout Leb´a-non, and those of the city will blossom like the grasses”
102
Luke 1:48
98
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. . (book 3)

Psalms
BOOK THREE
(Psalms 73 – 89)
The timing of these psalms appears at or shortly after the fall of Jerusalayim: delinquent
priests, the fall of the city, the ruins ripe for plunder by E´dom-ites, and the prayers for
Jerusalayim into which he can no longer enter.
A melody of A´saph.

73

A candid psalm – contrite, open, apologetic – in the manner of the former King David,
now long passed. Musician A´saph declares that he had veered away, he had lost his
joy – indeed his health is poor and his family have died out (v:26). At this time he had
become envious and felt his righteous way was pointless. What a beautiful man – to
admit candidly, so that we might not be afraid to speak when we also fall!
He speaks of those who defraud, having completely left God to pursue worldly
unrighteousness – but A´saph is shown a vision of their future, when they are forced to
awaken from their delusion and see that the God they have left is real
1.

Truly! God is good to Israel, to those pure in heart.

2.

But as for me, my feet had almost veered away,1

my steps [in God’s service] were about to be discarded!
3.

For I had become jealous of the boasters,2

when I saw the ease of wicked people...
4.

– for they have no lingering death,

and their bodies are plump.
5.

They are not [morally] troubled as other men are,

neither are they stricken [with illnesses] like other men.3
6.

Therefore pride is as a necklace on them,

unrighteousness is draped over them like a flowing garment.
7.

Their eyes bulge from fatness –

they have surpassed the wishes of the heart.
8.

They are mockers, they speak in an evil way about unjust gain;

they speak abstractly [as if evil is of no consequence] –
9.

their mouth resides in the heavens,

but their tongue is base!
10.

[“walks in the earth”]

Those men return here4 in that manner...

and the fullness of waters are drained out for them.5
11.

And they have said:

1

Jeremiah 12:1
Proverbs 23:17 . As this psalm progresses, it become s evident why the temple musician A´saph is so troubled – because the boasters and corrupt
and wicked ones he speaks of are not ordinary Hebrews, but fellow priests serving in the temple!
3
Ecclesiastes 7:15
4
“here” may be the Temple on Mt. Mo-ri´ah, and the people ar e decrepit Le´vites acting like Hoph´ni and Phin´e -has 1 s t Samuel 2:12-17
5
They practice their unjust gain – perhaps e x t o r t i o n – when they visit the temple area. Reminiscent of the sons of E´li – Hoph´ni [“ pugili s t”]
and Phin´e -has – and the priests with them at Shi´loh 2 n d Samuel 2:12-17
2
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boasters, wicked people –––––

≺ ‘How will God know [what we do]?
Does the Most High really know...?’

12.

Look! These wicked and easy-going ones prosper indefinitely!

they increase their wealth!



A´saph –––––

↻

14.

13.

‘...Surely I have cleansed my heart for nothing! by washing my hands in innocence...’

6

and I have been plagued [piqued] all day...

...and I chastened myself every morning...



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐

15.

If I were to say:
‘I will speak that way!’

I would have acted treacherously against the generation of Your children.
16.

When attempting to understand this [paradox of badness flourishing without restraint]

the effort was painful to me –
17.

– until I entered the Holy sanctuary of God.

Then I discerned their future:



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐

18.

You have certainly placed them on slippery ground.

You have cast them to ruin.
19.

O how they have become 7 desolated in an instant!

they are utterly consumed with terrors
20.

like a dream after awakening, O Jehovah.

⇐ When You arouse to action You will undermine their illusion.
21.

For my heart was grieved

and my mind impaled!
22.

and I was irrational and unsure –

I was like a dumb animal before You.
23.

...Yet I am constantly with You;

You hold onto my right hand.
24.

You will lead me with Your counsel,

and afterward – You will take me to glory!
25.

Whom do I have in the heavens [but You]? – and I want no-one on the earth – besides You!

26.

– my flesh [family line] and my heart came to an end,8

[but]
27.

6
7
8

God is the rock of my heart – and my inheritance to time indefinite.

For look! those far from You will perish –

See how this attitude lingers even into the 4 -5 t h century BCE Malachi 3:14-15
A´saph discerns their future, so he speaks in the past tense – as seeing in a vision of the future what will happen to them
A´saph seems to be saying that he has no family left, and that his own health is low – but nevertheless: GOD is his inheritance!
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You will efface every one unfaithfully leaving You –
28.

but drawing near to God is good for me.

I have placed my hope in the Sovereign Lord Jehovah!
so that I may declare all of Your works!
A Mas´kil.
Of A´saph.

74

Evidently A´saph was there to see the scene: the Temple broken down, the enemy riding
in Jerusalayim, and no prophets. This could be either during the time that Jeremiah was
incarcerated just before the fall of Jerusalayim, or after the fall – with A´saph as one of
the Jews left to inhabit in the plain of Judah – since he speaks of the return of the
crushed on (v21)



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 1. Why, O God, have You cast [us] off forever?9
Why does Your anger smoulder against the flock of Your pasturage?
2.

Remember Your people that You purchased long ago...

the rod10[Judah] of Your inheritance that You redeemed in Mount Zion, in which You reside.
3.

Do lift off Your stroke – these continual desolations –

the enemy has done everything wickedly in the Holy place.
4.

Your enemies roar in the middle of Your assembly,

they have set their own banners as signs [of conquest].
5. [Those]

renowned for the [wanton] felling of copses with axes

6.

have now completely smashed Your

7.

They have dispersed Your sanctuary in the fire,

[temple]

carvings with hatchets and iron bars.

they have broken down the tabernacle of Your Name to the earth.
8.

They said in their heart:



As-syr´i-an ( Babylonian ??) destroyers –––––

↻ Let us destroy them all together!

– they have burned all the synagogues of God in the land.11
9.

We cannot see our standards12 [tribal banners] ... there are no prophets remaining...

no-one knows how long this will last...

⇐

10.

Until when, O God, will the adversary defame

[Your nation]?

will the enemy blaspheme Your Name forever?
11.

Why have you brought back Your hand from the midst of Your bosom?13

Please stop!
12.

for God is my King from long ago,

9

Regarding the overthrow by Babylonia
Or tribe, but literally a “sceptre” – Judah ( with Benjamin ) which kept some faith while the ten tribes served other gods
11
The Babylonians tore down all the buildings in Jerusalem, and burned them all together on the site of the temple
12
Numbers 1:52
13
A bestowing of leprosy Exodus 4:6
10
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the One performing salvation in the earth...
13.

...You partitioned the sea with Your Own strength;

You broke the heads of monsters[Egyptians] in the waters –
14.

You crushed the heads of Le-vi´a-than [the snake, Egypt]

and gave it as food to people in arid places.
15.

You broke open springs and streams

and dried up ever-flowing rivers[Jordan]. 14
16.

The day is Yours, and the night is Yours...

You [even] erected the luminary and the sun [in their places].
17.

You appointed all the boundaries of the earth,

then moulded Summer and Winter

⇐

18.

[around it].

Remember that the enemy has reproached It

[God’s Name],

O Jehovah,

vile people have disrespected Your Name.
19.

Do not give the soul of Your turtledove

[Judah]

for food [for a beast].

do not forget the life15 of Your afflicted ones forever.
20.

Look to the covenant,

for the dark places of the earth are filled with havens for violence [but only Zion for Godliness].
21.

O do not let [Your] crushed one return humiliated.

may the humble and the destitute praise Your Name.
22.

Do arise, O God, and fight Your Own cause –

remember the reproach of the wicked one is toward You all day long.
23.

Do not forget the voice of Your enemies.

The uproar of those rising up against You ascends constantly!
To the director.
Al-tas´chith [“Do not destroy.”] [r40]
A melody. Of A´saph. A song.

75

This would appear to be a psalm engraved on a wall of what is left in Jerusalayim –
marked Al-tas-chith in Ar-a-ma´ic to deter any plundering E´dom-ites from destroying it
God promises to judge uprightly in due season. A´saph warns people not to exalt
themselves – as Neb-u-chad-rez´zar had done – for God will raise the righteous and
chop down the wicked



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

≻

1.

We raise our hands to You, O God; we praise You,

for Your wondrous works declare Your Name is near.

↪ 2. When the due time comes,
I will judge uprightly.
3.

14
15

Though the earth and all of its inhabitants be dissolved,

Joshua 3:15-16
Declaring that being with God is life, to those who love Him Psalm 68:10
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I adjust its pillars.
♫
4.



Se´lah

I said to the foolish ones:
A´saph ––––– foolish ones

≺ ‘DO not be foolish!’

and to the wicked ones:



A´saph ––––– wicked peoples

≺ ‘Do not exalt YOURSELVES!
5. –

neither exalt YOURSELVES on high nor be stiff-necked [arrogant] in your speaking.

6.

for [one’s] recommendation comes from neither the east nor west nor from the wilderness,

7.

for God is the judge.

and it is He Who abases this one, and exalts that one.
8.

For there is a cup in the hand of Jehovah –

and the wine is foaming, a thick mixture –
and He will pour out from it;
and all the wicked ones of the earth will drain out its dregs.’
9.

But as for me, I will give praise forever;

I will make melody to the God of Jacob.



Almighty God –––––

≺

10.

I will cut down all the horns of the wicked ones,

but will raise up the horns of the righteous one.
To the director on stringed instruments.
A poem set to music. Of A´saph. A song.

76

Reminiscent of God's glorious victories over such as Sennacherib, declaring that
Jerusalayim with thrive again
1.

God is made known in Judah;

His Name is great in Israel,
2.

His lair [place of the temple] is in Sa´lem,

and His dwelling place in Zion.
3.

There He broke the flaming arrows of the bow,

the shield, the sword and the [entire] battle.
♫



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 4. You, the Giver of light, are more majestic than the mountains of prey. 16
5.

The stout-hearted have been plundered,

they have slumbered in their sleep,

16

More majestic than the lofty mountains in which birds of prey reside unmolested by other beasts
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Se´lah

and none of all the mighty men have found their power.
6.

At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the horse and charioteer fall into a deep sleep!

7.

You are fear-inspiring!

and who can stand before You when Your anger [is aroused]?
8.

You caused judgment to be heard from the heavens,

and the earth grew fearful and silent
9.

when God rose up in judgement

to save all the meek ones of the earth.
♫
10.

For the rage of man will acknowledge You

Se´lah

[by subduing itself];

and You [in return] will restrain the rage which remains.



A´saph ––––– people of Jacob in exile

≺

11.

VOW, and pay to Jehovah YOUR God.

– all who are round about Him will bring a gift to the fear-inspiring One.
12.

The One feared by the kings of the earth

will clip the spirit of the noble ones.
To the director, for Je-du´thun.
Of A´saph. A melody.

77

A´saph is worried and cannot sleep, calling to God... but God brings to mind His
miracles, and A´saph mellows in a warm confidence. He wonders if Jacob will thrive
again, and is then reminded of Egypt... and the success in the era of Moses and Aaron
1.

I cry out with my voice to God – with my voice to God! – and He listened to me.

2.

I searched for Jehovah in the day of my distress;

my hand stretched out [for Him] as night fell and did not slacken,
my soul refused to be comforted.
3.

I remembered God and I groaned;

I meditated and my spirit fainted away.
♫



Se´lah

Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 4. You have taken hold of my eyes [so that they will not close];
I was so troubled that I could not speak.
5.

I recounted the days of old,

of the years of ages past.
6.

In that night I remembered my music [to You],

my heart meditated and my spirit searched diligently:



––––– A´saph

↻ 7. Will Jehovah reject forever,
and will He never give His approval again?
8.

Has His mercy disappeared forever?

has [His] promise come to an end for generation after generation?
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9.

has God forgotten to be gracious?

has He, in His anger, shut off His mercies?
♫
10.

Se´lah

And I said:17

↩ ‘The years of the right hand of the Most High [in support of His people] have beseeched me [weakened
the resolve of my complaining]!’

⇐

11.

I shall remember the actions of Jah;

and I will recount Your miracles of long ago.
12.

And I shall speak of Your works,

and will ponder over Your actions.

⇐

13.

O God, Your way is Holiness!

Which god is great like [the true] God?
14.

You are the God Who performs miracles!

You have made Your strength [clearly] known among the peoples.
15.

You rescued Your people with Your Outstretched Arm –

the sons of Jacob and of Joseph.18
♫
16.

Se´lah

The waters saw You, O God; the waters saw You and they writhed,

indeed the deep waters stood upright in awe!
17.

The thick clouds poured out water;

the skies gave out a loud noise
like the sound of tearing to and fro –
18.

the sound of Your thunder was in the whirlwind;

lightnings illuminated the land;
the earth became trembulous and shook.
19.

Your way was through the sea

and Your path was through many waters;
and Your footprints were not seen.
20.

You led Your people just like a flock

by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

78

Mas´kil.
Of A´saph.
A historical psalm to an audience – encouraging them to think on God’s actions in the
past: His love, His faithfulness, His patience, the consistency of His ways... to instil
confidence in them for their eventual return from exile

17
18

A´saph remembers God’s goodness and loyalty, and his complaint dies down
Reference to the due heritage of Joseph’s sons as adopted by Jacob, as A´saph reco unts the merciful exodus from Egypt
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A´saph ––––– people of Judah and Israel

≺

1.

Do give ear, O my people, to my law;

incline YOUR ear to the words of my mouth.
2.

I will open my mouth with a proverb;

I will pour out riddles from long ago
3.

which we have heard and known,

and which our fathers related to us,
4.

and which we do not hide from their descendants –

the ones who will recount [them] to the next generation [to come]:
The praises of Jehovah and His strength
and His wonderful things that He has done!
5.

He raised up a witness in [the form of] Jacob,

and He set Law in Israel,
which He commanded our forefathers
to make them [Laws] known to their sons,
6.

in order that the generation to come – the sons that were [yet] to be born – might know [them],

that they might rise up and relate [them] to their sons,
7.

and that they might set their confidence in God

and not forget the works of God but might guard His commandments
8.

and should not become like their forefathers – a stubborn and rebellious generation,19

a generation who had not prepared their heart
and whose spirit was not faithful with God...
9.

The sons of E´phra-im, though skilled archers,

retreated in the day of fight;20
10.

They did not keep the covenant of God,

and they refused to walk in His Law.
11.

They also began to forget His exploits

and His wonderful works – which He caused them to see –
12.

the marvel He had done before the eyes of their forefathers

in the land of Egypt, the field of Zo´an:21
13.

how He split the sea and caused them to cross over,

and He caused the waters to stand upright like a dam.
14.

And how He led them with a cloud by day

and through the whole night with a light of fire.
15.

He split rocks in the wilderness,

that He might cause [them] to drink from the great depths,

19
20
21

The next generation nearly never arrived! Exodus 32:9-10
E´phra-im tended to be argumentative. This fall may refer to the defeat by men of Gath 1 s t Chronicles 7:21-22
Dwelling place of Phar´aoh at the time of the Exodus
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16.

He went bringing forth streams out of a crag

and made waters descend just like rivers....
17.

...But they kept sinning still more against Him

by rebelling [not just grumbling] against the Most High in the waterless region;
18.

they tested God in their heart

by asking for [familiar Egyptian] food for their soul.
19.

So they began to speak against God.

They said:



Moses and Aaron ––––– rebellious and grumbling people who fled Egypt

⇐ ‘Is God able to arrange a table in the wilderness?’
↪

20.

‘See! He struck a rock

and waters flowed and torrents gushed forth!’

↩ ‘...But is He able to give bread also?
Or can He prepare meat for His people?’22
21.

– that was why Jehovah heard and became furious [crossed over from support to indignation];

and why fire was kindled against Jacob
and anger flared up against Israel,
22.

for they did not put faith in God,

and they did not trust in salvation by Him.
23.

Yet He commanded the cloudy skies from above,

and opened the very doors of heaven.
24.

He kept raining Manna upon them to eat,

He gave them the bounty of heaven.
25.

Men ate the very bread of powerful ones [or “angels”];

He sent them food enough to satisfy them.
26.

He caused an east wind to burst forth in the skies

and drove a south wind by His Own strength
27.

and rained meat upon them like [as plentiful as] the dust,

feathered flying creatures as numerous as the
28.

[grains of]

And He kept causing them to fall in the middle of His camp

all around its tents
29.

so that they ate and satisfied themselves very much,

and He brought them what they desired –
30. [for]

they had not turned aside from their desire.

While their food was yet in their mouth,
31.

22
23

God’s wrath came upon them.

Exodus 16:1-5
Exodus 16:13 ( also Psalm 105:40 )
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sand of the seas.23
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and He went killing the greediest24 ones among them;
and made the young men of Israel collapse.
32.

Despite all this they sinned some more

and did not put faith in His wonderful works...
33.

So He brought their days to a worthless end –

their years lived in trembling!
34.

As often as He killed them, they would inquire for Him,

and they returned and sought for God quickly,
35.

and they began to remember that God was their Rock,

and that God the Most High was their Redeemer.
they tried to fool Him with their mouth –

36. [But

then]

[they]

tried to lie to Him with their tongue –

37.

for their heart was not steadfast with Him;

and they did not prove faithful in His covenant.
38.

...But He was merciful; He would cover the error and not bring ruin.

and many times He would turn back His anger,
and He would not rouse up all His rage,
39.

for He kept remembering that they were flesh –

a mere breath which, on going forth, will not come back.
40.

How often they would rebel against Him in the wilderness,

make Him feel hurt in the desert!
41.

And again and again they would return... but put God to the test;

they grieved the Holy One of Israel.
42.

They did not remember His hand –

the day that He redeemed them from the adversary –
43.

how He placed His beacons throughout Egypt [talk of Him amongst Egyptians]

and His miracles in the field of Zo´an;
44.

– how He changed their Nile canals to blood,

so that they could not drink from their own streams...
45.

He sent different sorts of flies upon them to eat them up,

and frogs to bring them to ruin...
46.

He gave their crops to the caterpillar

and the fruit of their toil to the locusts...
47.

He destroyed their vine in the hail

and their sycamore trees in the frost [from the hail]...
48.

He surrendered their livestock to the hail

And their purchased animals to the flaming thunderbolts...

24

Not just over-eaters... these men collecting all the quails to barter them to those should have had them Numbers 11:32
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49.

He sent His burning anger upon them,

fury and denunciation and distress,
[whole]
50.

deputations of angels of calamity!

He pounded the road for His anger –

He did not hold back their soul from death
but handed over even their life to the pestilence...
51.

...finally He struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,

the beginning of their generative power in the tents of Ham.
52.

Afterward He made His people to depart just like sheep,

and led them like a drove in the wilderness.
53.

And He kept guiding them forward safely, and they were not afraid,

but He covered their enemies with the sea.
54.

And He brought them to the boundary of His mountain of Holiness

[Zion],

which His right hand had acquired.
55.

He gradually drove out the nations from before them,

and He made them cast lots and allotted

[each tribe of]

them a proportionate inheritance,

so that He caused the tribes of Israel to reside in their own homes.25
56.

...Yet they began testing and rebelling against the Most High God

and they did not keep His reminders,
57.

but kept turning back and acting treacherously like their forefathers;

they turned around like a loose bow.
58.

They kept on provoking Him to anger with their high places,

and kept inciting Him to jealousy with their graven images...
59.

...and God heard, and became furious,

and He rejected Israel
60.

[10 tribes]

utterly.

So He forsook the tabernacle of Shi´loh –

the tent in which He resided among earthling men –
61.

and He proceeded to give His strength into captivity

and His beauty into the hand of the adversary.26
62.

He surrendered His people to the sword,

because He had become enraged against His inheritance –
63.

a fire ate up His young men,

and His virgins were not praised
64.

[given in marriage];

His priests fell by the sword!27

but their own widows did not weep...
65.

25
26
27

Then Jehovah began to awake as if from sleeping –

Up to this time, they had resided in tents in t he wilderness
Phi-lis´tine assaults upon the tribes under king Saul
King Saul slaughters the priests of Jehovah 1 s t Samuel 22:12-18
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like a mighty one sobering up from wine –
66.

And He went striking down His adversaries from behind;

He gave them a reproach of indefinite duration!
67.

Moreover, He rejected the tent of Joseph –

He did not choose the tribe of E´phra-im28 –
68.

but He chose the tribe of Judah – Mount Zion, which He loved – 29

69.

and He built His sanctuary [the Temple] just like the palaces –

like the earth that He has founded to time indefinite.
70.

He chose David His servant

and took him from the sheepfolds.
71.

From following the nursing ewes

He brought him in to be a shepherd over Jacob His people!
and over Israel, His inheritance.
72.

And he [David] began to shepherd them in the sincerity of his heart,

And he began leading them with the skilfulness of his hands.
A melody of A´saph.

79

An echo of Psalm 74. Perhaps through the pressure and shock of their circumstances,
this Psalm shows a naivety – rather than a remembering – of God’s need for action in
the case of Jerusalayim. The prophets are no more Psalm 74:9 and Jerusalayim is
destroyed. A´saph still does not understand (vv. 5-7) why Jacob has been destroyed,
and the nations have not – the reason being that Jacob has called on God but then
abandoned Him, compared to those who did not know God.



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 1. O God, the nations have come into Your inheritance;
they have defiled Your Holy temple;
they have laid Jerusalayim into heaps of ruins.30
2.

They have given the dead body of Your servants as food to the fowls of the heavens,

the flesh of Your loyal ones to the wild beasts of the earth.31
3.

They have spilled their blood like water all around Jerusalayim,

and there is no one to do the burying.
4.

We have become a reproach to our neighbours,

a derision and a laughing stock to those round about us.
5.

How long, O Jehovah, will You be incensed? forever?32

How long will Your ardour burn like fire?

28

See verse 9
Though Benjamin and Joseph ( E´phra -im and Ma-nas´seh ) were Jacob’s beloved sons, Judah was given the rank of first -born, and God had
clearly blessed Judah in the form of King David to take Mt. Zion, close to where the prophetic patterns for the Christ had ta ken place Genesis
22:6-18
30
Babylonian destruction
31
Said with great horror – because this fate had previously been appointed upon God’s adversaries... 1 st Samuel 17:46; 1 s t Kings 14:11; Ezekiel
39:4-5
32
Echo of Da vid’s words in Psalm 13
29
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6.

Pour out Your rage upon the nations that have not known You,

and upon the kingdoms that have not called upon Your Name –
7.

for they have eaten up Jacob,

and they have devastated his abiding place.
8.

Do not hold our former errors against us.

Hurry! Let Your mercies confront us,33
for we have become greatly impoverished.
9.

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the sake of the glory of Your Name,

and deliver us and cover over our sins on account of Your Name.
10.



For why should the nations say:

nations who do not respect God –––––

≺ ‘Where is their God?!’
[rather,]

let Him be known among those nations before our eyes

in the avenging of the shed blood of Your servants.
11.

May the sighing of the prisoner come in before You –

by the greatness of Your arm, preserve those [who are yet] appointed to death
12.

and repay into the bosom of our neighbours

seven times the reproach with which they have reproached You, O Jehovah.34
13.

...And we – Your people and the flock of Your pasturage –

shall give thanks to You to time indefinite;
we shall declare Your praise from generation to generation.
To the director upon The Lilies. [r41]
A reminder. Of A´saph. A melody.

80

A Psalm with a chorus (vv 3, 7, 19). Still unsure, A´saph reminds God of the vine He
brought from Egypt and planted. He mentions David, and quotes him during his
distress – with the same yearning. Despite his not understanding the prophecy
regarding the Babylonian invasion, A´saph’s heart burns keenly in his love – not
bitterness – for Jehovah.



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 1. O Shepherd of Israel, do give ear,
You Who lead Joseph like a flock.
O You Who sit upon the cherubs – do beam forth.
2.

Do rouse Your mightiness before E´phra-im and Benjamin and Ma-nas´she,35

and do come to our salvation.



Almighty God ––––– Chorus

≻

3.

“O God, bring us back –

[and thereby]

light up Your face,

33

A plea for immediate help, not realising the need for “paying back the Sabbaths” . A swift and desperate expression of weakness is not enough
repentance
34
Genesis 4:15 Citing the over -exuberance of the nations, not remembering that they came as God’s servant for His purpose of clearing out Cain
– Jerusalem
35
Sons of Jacob by Rachel, his beloved
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that we may be saved.”
4.

O Jehovah God of Armies, how long must You fume against the prayer of Your people?

5.

You have made them eat the bread of tears,

and You keep making them drink tears upon tears in [great] measure.
6.

You set us to be fought over by our neighbours –

our enemies keep deriding as they please.

≻

7.

“O God of Armies, bring us back

[and thereby]

light up Your face,

so that we may be saved.”
8.

...You made a vine depart from Egypt.

You kept driving out the nations, that You might plant it
9.

[in Ca´naan]

–

You made a clearing [of the land] before it,

that it might take deep root and fill the land.
10.

The mountains were covered with its shadow,

and its boughs were like the cedars of God!
11.

It gradually sent forth its boughs as far as the sea,

and its twigs to the River.36

⇐

12.

...Why have You broken down its stone walls,

and [why] have all those passing by on the road plucked
13.

[pieces from] it?

A boar from the wildwood keeps goring it,

and the beasts of the open field keep grazing upon it.
14.

O God of Armies, return, please;

look down from heaven – see, and visit this vine:
15.

the stock that Your right hand has planted

[Jacob]

and the off-shoot [Judah] whom You have made strong for Yourself
16.

is burned with fire, cut off;

they perish from the rebuke of Your face.

⇐

17.

Let Your hand prove to be upon the man of Your right hand,

upon the son of mankind37 whom You have made strong for Yourself,
18.

and we shall not turn back from You.

May You preserve us alive, so that we may call upon Your Name.

≻

19.

“O Jehovah God of Armies, bring us back

[and thereby]

light up Your face,

so that we may be saved.”

36

Although the kingdom extended to the Eu -phra´tes during the reign of Sol´o -mon, the kingdom always extended to the river known as the
River of Egypt which joined the Mediterranean at Arish, some 100 miles SW of Zik´lag
37
The shoot was Judah, the son of the ruddy one would be David – the one whom God made strong for Himself – which is why A´saph paraphrases
David in the next verse Psalm 6:4-5
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To the director upon the Git´tith.
Of A´saph.

81

A song of encouragement, quoting God’s words to those of the Exodus



A´saph ––––– people of Israel

≺

1.

Shout out joyfully, YOU people, to God our strength;

shout in triumph to the God of Jacob.
2.

Lift up a melody and take a tambourine,

the pleasant harp38 together with the lyre.
3.

Blow the horn on the new moon;

[and]
4.

on the full moon, for the day of our festival,

for it is a regulation for Israel,

a judicial decision of the God of Jacob.
5.

He laid it upon Joseph as a reminder

when he went forth over the land of Egypt,
hearing a language that I did not understand.



Almighty God –––––

⇒ 6. I withdrew his [Jacob’s] shoulder from [the] burden,
[and]



his hands became freed from [carrying] the pots:

Almighty God ––––– Jacob

⇒ 7. You called in distress, and I rescued you;
I would answer you from within the cover of the thunder cloud.
I examined you at the waters of Mer´i-bah39.
♫



Almighty God ––––– Jacob (people of the exodus)

≺

8.

“Hear, My people, and I will bear witness against you,

O Israel, if you will listen to Me:
‘There must be no foreign god among you;
and you will not bow down to a foreign god.’
...
10. ‘I, Jehovah, am your God,
the One bringing you up out of the land of Egypt.’
9.



Exodus 20:2-5 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––––– Hebrews out of Egypt

Open your mouth wide, and I shall fill it.”
11.

...but My people has not listened to My voice;

and [10-tribe] Israel has not showed any willingness toward Me.
12.

And so I let them go in the stubbornness of their heart;

they went walking in their own counsels.

38
39

“pleasant harp” – a certain type of harp
Exodus 17:7
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⇒

13.

O that My people would listen to Me!

O that [over-run] Israel would walk in My ways!
14.

I would quickly subdue their enemies,

and I would reverse My hand, to come against their adversaries –
15.

those who hate Jehovah and disown Him –

and their [the adversaries’] season [without God’s assistance] will be to time indefinite.
...but it [God’s hand will keep feeding him [Jacob] off the fat of the wheat,
and I shall satisfy you with honey out of the rock.
16.



Deuteronomy 32:13 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––––– Hebrews out of Egypt

A melody of A´saph.

82

God turns A´saph’s plea of “how long?” back onto those responsible for the destruction
by Babylon – the Jewish rulers! A´saph learns why his beloved land has been
pulverised, and turns on them – calling to God to take over from them.
1.

God has stationed Himself in the “Assembly of the Divine One”;

He judges in the midst of the gods [rulers and overseers of God’s people]:



Almighty God –––––

⇒ 2. How long will YOU keep on judging with injustice
and showing partiality to the wicked?
♫
3.

Se´lah

Contend for the lowly one and the fatherless boy,

give justice to the afflicted one and to the destitute,
4.

provide escape for the poor one and the needy one –

deliver [them] out of the hand of the wicked ones!
5.

They do not know, and they will not understand;

they keep walking about in darkness;
all the foundations of the land [of God’s Promised land] have been overthrown.



Almighty God –––––

⇒ 6. I Myself have said:



Almighty God ––––– “gods” (judges) among the people of Israel

⇒ ‘YOU are gods,40

and all of YOU are sons of the Most High.’
7.

– but YOU will die just as men do;

and YOU will fall like any one of the princes!’



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 8. Do rise up, O God, do judge the land [Yourself!];
for You Yourself shall divide up the land in all the nations.

40

John 10:34
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A song. A melody of A´saph.

83

Written during the time of As-syr´i-a intrusion (time of King Hez-e-ki´ah – 2nd
Chronicles 32), A´saph pleads for the same comprehensive fate as befell the Mid´i-anites in the days of the judges.



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 1. O God, do not remain quiet;
do not ignore us, and do not stay at rest, O Divine One.
2.

For look! Your very enemies are in an uproar;

and the ones who hate You have raised
3.

[their] head.

They have subtly counselled against Your people;

and have conspired against Your concealed ones.
4.



They have said:

enemies of God’s people –––––

≺ ‘Come and let us efface them from being a nation,
that the name of Israel may be remembered no more.’
5.

– for they have pooled their heart’s counsel together;

they even concluded a covenant against You:
6.

the tents of E´dom and the Ish´ma-el-ites, Mo´ab and the Hag´rites,

7.

Ge´bal [“a boundary” –S. of the Dead Sea] and Am´mon and Am´a-lek,

Phi-lis´ti-a with the inhabitants of Tyre –
8.

also, As-syr´i-a itself is joined with them –

they have become an arm to the sons of Lot. 41
♫
9.

Do to them as to Mid´i-an – as to Sis´e-ra,42 as to Ja´bin at the torrent valley of Ki´shon:

10.

they were annihilated at En-Dor [in Ki´shon valley];

they became manure for the ground.
11.

As for their nobles, make these like O´reb and like Ze´eb

[princes of Mid´i-an]43

and like Ze´bah and like Zal-mun´na, [kings of Mid´i-an]44 all their dukes
12.



who said:

noblemen of Ze´bah and Zal-mun´na –––––

≺ ‘We will occupy the pastures of God for ourselves.’
13.

O my God, make them whirl like a tumble-weed,

like stubble before a wind.
14.

Like a fire that burns up the forest

and like a flame that scorches the mountains,
15.

41
42
43
44

Mo´ab
Judges
Judges
Judges

pursue them in just that way with Your tempest

and Am´mon Genesis 19:30-38
4:21
7:25
8 – especially verse 21
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and make them tremble with Your storm wind.
16.

Fill their faces with dishonour,

that people may seek Your Name, O Jehovah –
17.

let them [Your enemies] become confounded and disturbed for all times,

let them become reproached and perish –
18.

so that people may know that You, Whose Name is Jehovah,

You alone are the Most High over all the earth.
For the director upon the Git´tith.
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A melody.

84

A psalm of great happiness sung by the servants at God’s tabernacle: the sons of
Ko´rah.
They sing of how birds take refuge in God’s altars, which chirp continually praising
Him; they sing of David, God’s anointed, whose victory over the Phi-lis´tines came
when God heard his request for favour – and the sons of Ko´rah call for their voice to be
heard! For they choose to stand in service to God rather than pursue wicked ways, and
are happy in their trust of God



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 1. How lovely are Your tabernacles,
O Jehovah of Armies!
2.

My soul has yearned – even pined away! – for the courtyards of Jehovah.

My heart and my flesh cry out joyfully to the living God.
3.

The sparrow has found a home,

and the swift a nest for herself,
where they set their young ones –
... on Your altars,45 O Jehovah of Armies, my King and my God!
4.

– those dwelling in Your house are happy...!

they will keep on praising You...

5.

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

Happy is the man whose strength is in You,

in whose heart are the highways [of God].
6.

Passing along through the valley of Ba´ca, 46
They [such men] turn it into a spring!
and the early rain wraps it up with blessings!
7.

They will go from strength to strength,

each one appearing before God in Zion.
8.

O Jehovah God of Armies, do hear my prayer,

do give ear, O God of Jacob.

45
46

The altars – whether at Shi´loh or elsewhere – were open to the air, and birds would nest by them
2 n d Samuel 5:23-24; 1 st Chronicles 14:14-15; David blessed with God’s alarm call for attacking the Phi -lis´tines
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9.

See! O God our shield,

and look upon the face of Your anointed one [David],
10.

for a day in Your courtyards is better than a thousand

[elsewhere].

I have chosen to stand still at the threshold in the house of my God
rather than to move around in the tents of wickedness.
11.

For Jehovah God is a sun and a shield;

He gives favour and glory!
Jehovah will not withhold anything good from those walking in integrity.
12.

O Jehovah of Armies, happy is the man trusting in You.
For the director.
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A melody.

85

The truly spiritual yearning, this song laments the war between David and the house of
Saul, after King Saul had died ( 2nd Samuel 2:4-9 ; 2nd Samuel 3:1 ) and pleas for God
to touch the hearts of the people to turn back to Him and respect His anointed David.
The song ends with delight at God’s promise, and the turning of hearts to God’s ways.



Almighty God –––––

≻

1.

You took pleasure in Your land, O Jehovah,

You brought back the captives of Jacob.47
2.

You have pardoned the error of Your people;

You have covered all their sin.48
♫
3.

You have repressed all Your fury;

You have turned back from the heat of Your anger.

⇐ 4. Turn us back, O God of our salvation,
and break off Your vexation with us.
5.

Are You to be incensed at us to time indefinite?49

will You draw out Your anger to generation after generation?
6.

Will You not turn us back and enliven us again,

that Your people may rejoice in You?
7.

Show us Your loving-kindness, O Jehovah,

and may You give Your salvation to us.
8.

I have heard what the [true] God Jehovah spoke,

for He has promised peace to His people and to His loyal ones...
...but let them not return to folly.
9.

Surely His salvation is near to those fearing Him,

for Glory to reside in our land:

47
48
49

Exodus 12:37-42
Exodus 14:27-30; Joshua 1:1-4
Psalm 13:1
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10.

Loving-kindness and truth have met each other,

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.50
11.

Truth will sprout out of the very earth,

and righteousness will look down from the very heavens.
12.

Also, Jehovah will give what is good,

and our land will give its yield [not crops, but righteousness – crops of the heart]:
13.

Righteousness [in the hearts of the people] will walk before Him,

and it will walk in His footsteps.
A prayer of David.

86

David calls to God in his later years, when Ab´sa-lom is usurping the Kingdom.
David is forced to flee, and being of slightly advancing years is deterred from entering
battle against the tyrants who support his overthrow. He asks for a sign from God in
order to embarrass his opposers (little knowing the significance of that sign – 2nd
Samuel 18:5-15 ; Revelation 20:7-10; 2nd Samuel 18:33 )– that the issue may be
curtailed relatively peacefully – and that his young son Sol´o-mon might inherit the
crown as God has promised.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Incline Your ear, O Jehovah, [and] answer me,
for I am afflicted and destitute.
2.

Do guard my soul, for I am loyal;

save Your servant, O You my God, [Your servant] who is trusting in You.
3.

Show me favour, O Jehovah,

for I keep calling to You all day long.
4.

Make the soul of Your servant rejoice,

for I lift up my soul to You, O Jehovah.
5.

For You, O Jehovah, are good and ready to forgive;

and the abundance of Your loving-kindness is for all those calling upon You.
6.

Do give ear, O Jehovah, to my prayer;

and listen to the sound of my entreaties.
7.

I will call upon You in the day of my distress,

for You will answer me!
8.

There is none like You among the gods, O Jehovah,

neither are there any works [from them] like Yours.
9.

All the nations whom You have made will come

and they will bow down before You,51 O Jehovah,
and will give glory to Your Name!
10.

for You are great – the Doer of wondrous things!

You are God, You alone.

50
51

Psalm 89:14-16
Prophetic of the end of this era
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11.

Instruct me in Your way, O Jehovah –

I shall walk in Your truth.
Unify my heart to fear Your Name.
12.

I laud You, O Jehovah my God, with all my heart,

and I will glorify Your Name to time indefinite,
13.

for Your loving-kindness is great toward me,

and You have delivered my soul from the lowest part of She´ol.

⇐

14.

O God, the presumptuous ones have risen up against me;

and a crowd of tyrants have sought for my soul,
...but they have not set You in front of themselves.
15.

But You, O Jehovah, are:
“a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness and truth.”


16.

Exodus 34:6 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––– Moses

Turn to me and show me favour.

do give Your strength to Your servant,
and save the son [Sol´o-mon] of Your slave girl [Bath-she´ba]. 52 
17.

Make a good sign for me

so that those hating me may see [it] and be ashamed,
for You Yourself, O Jehovah, have helped me! ...and comforted me!
Of the sons of Ko´rah.
A melody, a song.

87

A prophetic love song to Zion, as a place where all the people of the world will yearn to
have been born – and many of the nations will endeavour and succeed in being born
there.
1.

His foundation is in the mountains of Holiness –

2.

Jehovah is more in love with the gates of Zion

than with all the tabernacles of Jacob.
3.

Glorious things are being spoken about you, O city of the

[true]

God.
♫



Almighty God –––––

≺

4.

I shall make mention of Ra´hab53 [Egypt] and Babylon54 to those knowing Me;

Here are Phi-lis´ti-a and Tyre, together with Cush:



admiring inhabitants of Phi-lis´ti-a, Tyre and Cush –––––

≺ ‘This one was born there!...’

5.

52
53
54

and it will be said respecting Zion:

Luke 1:38
Egypt – see Psalm 89:10; Isaiah 30:7
See Isaiah 19:16-25
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Se´lah



admirers of inhabitants of Zion –––––

≺ ‘Each and every one was born in her.’

– and the Most High Himself will firmly establish her.
6.



Jehovah will count [them] when recording the peoples:

Almighty God –––––

⇒ ‘This is one who was born there...’
♫
7.

Se´lah

There will also be singers and flautists:

⇒ ‘...all My sources are in you.’55
A song, a melody of the sons of Ko´rah.
To the director over Ma´ha-lath Le´ann-oth [perh. those depressed with sickness].
Mas´kil of He´man the Ez´ra-hite.56

88

He´man – a wise man – suffering greatly, all his life. He appears to be terribly
depressed, so much so that his psalm has become an outlet for others.



Almighty God ––––– He´man the Ez´ra-hite

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, the God of my salvation,
I have cried by day and by night before You.
2.

Let my prayer come before You –

incline Your ear to my entreating cry –
3.

for my soul has had enough of calamities,

and my life has reached to She´ol:
4.

I have [already] been reckoned  among those going down to the pit –

I am as a warrior without strength
5.

set loose among the dead,

like slain ones lying in the burial place,
whom You no longer count,
having been severed from Your
6.

[helping]

hand.

You have put me in lowest pit,

in dark places, in the watery depths –
7.

your rage has thrown itself upon me,

and You have abased [me] with all Your breaking waves.
♫
8.

Se´lah

You have moved my acquaintances far away from me;

you have set me as detestable to them.
I am under restraint and cannot go forth. 57 
9.

55
56
57

My eye has languished because of my affliction.

A whole musical group will claim to have been born in Zion
1 s t Kings 4:31
Mes-si´ah’s arrest and restraint
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I have called on You, O Jehovah –
all day long I have spread out my palms to You.
10.

Will You do a miracle for the dead?

or will those impotent in death arise?
will they laud You?
♫
11.

Will Your loving-kindness be recounted in the grave?

Your faithfulness in [the place of] destruction?
12.

Se´lah

58 

Will a miraculous deed by You be perceived in the darkness?

or Your righteousness in the land of oblivion?
13.

...And yet I have cried to You for help, O Jehovah,

and in the morning my prayer will confront You.
14.

Why, O Jehovah, are You casting off my soul?

why have You concealed Your face from me?
15.

59 

I am afflicted and been ready to expire60  from boyhood on,

I have been distracted with bearing frightful things from You:
16.

Your flashes of anger have passed over me,

Your terrors have consumed me –
17.

they have surrounded me like waters all day long;

they have closed in upon me.
18.

You have put friend and companion far away from me;

My acquaintances in darkness. 61 
Mas´kil.
Of E´than the Ez´ra-hite 62.

89

E´than – a wise man – sings of God’s everlasting covenant for the throne and house of
David... Then E´than – in the dire times in which he lives – sees only from a human
viewpoint, and asks why God has forsaken that covenant – little knowing that the
fracturing of the 12 tribes was because of the very wrongdoing which God warned
Sol´o-mon to avoid.
Lacking a wise king, E´than feels the responsibility of providing guidance to God’s
people – the reason for approaching God in this prayer. The psalm ends unresolved – a
testament to the wise man’s ever lack of foresight.
1.



I will sing about the kindnesses of Jehovah’s to time indefinite –

Almighty God ––––– E´than the Ez´ra-hite

⇐ For generation after generation I shall make Your faithfulness known with my mouth,
2.

58
59
60
61
62

for I have said:

Mes-si´ah’s rising, with angels stationed in his burial place
see Psalm 22
Mes-si´ah being born with a set time for his death
scattering of Mes-si´ah’s disciples
1 s t Kings 4:31
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Almighty God ––––– E´than the Ez´ra-hite

⇐ ‘Loving-kindness will remain to time indefinite;
You will establish Your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.’

↪ 3. I have concluded a covenant toward My chosen one;
I have sworn to David My servant:
‘I shall firmly establish your seed to time indefinite,
and I will build your throne for generation after generation.’
4.



2nd Samuel 7:12-16 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––– King David through Nathan the prophet

♫
5.

Se´lah

And the heavens will laud Your marvellous deed, O Jehovah –

yes, Your faithfulness in the congregation of the Holy ones.
6.

For who in the skies can be compared to Jehovah?!

who among the sons of God is like Jehovah?!
7.

God is held in awe among the assembly of Holy ones;

He is revered greatly over all who are round about Him.

⇐ 8. O Jehovah God of Armies, who is firm like You?
Your faithfulness, O Jah, surrounds You.
9.

You rule over the swelling of the sea –

when its waves raise up You calm them.
10.

You crushed Ra´hab,63 as if someone slain –

by the ‘Arm of Your Strength’64 You scattered Your enemies.
‘Heaven is Yours, the earth also is Yours;
The inhabited land and what fills it’
11.



Psalm 24:1 (paraphrased)

– You Yourself founded them,
12.

You created the north and the south –

Ta´bor and Her´mon cry out joyfully in Your Name.
13.

Your arm has mightiness,

Your hand is strong,
Your right hand is being exalted.
14.

Righteousness and judgement are the basis of Your throne;

Loving-kindness and truth65 come in before Your face.
15.

Happy are the people who know the joyful clamour, O Jehovah,

they shall walk in the light of Your face –
16.

63
64
65

they will be joyful in Your Name all day long

Refers to Phar´aoh at the exodus – see Psalm 87:4; Isaiah 30:7
‘Strong Arm’, ‘Arm of Strength’ – Mes-si´ah
Psalm 85:10-11
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and shall be exalted in Your righteousness,
17.

for You are the beauty of their strength;

and our horn will be exalted in Your will.
18.

– for our shield belongs to Jehovah,

and our king belongs to the Holy One of Israel. 66

⇐

19.

At that time You spoke in a vision to Your loyal ones,

and You said:



Almighty God –––––

⇒ “I have laid help upon a mighty one...
I have exalted a chosen one from among the people...
20.

I have found David My servant;

I have anointed him with My Holy oil,
21. [he]

with whom My Own hand will be firm,

whom My Own arm67 will certainly strengthen.
22.

No enemy will make exactions upon him,

neither will any son of unrighteousness afflict him.

⇒

23.

I crushed his adversaries to pieces from before him,

and I kept dealing out blows to those hating him.
24.

...but My faithfulness and My loving-kindness are with him,

and his horn will be exalted in My Name.
25.

And I have put his hand on the sea [Phi-lis´tine coastland]

and his right hand on the rivers [both Nile delta and the Eu-phra´tes].
26.



He will call out to Me:

Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘You are my Father,
My God and the Rock of my salvation.’
27.

...indeed, I shall place him as firstborn:

the highest of the kings of the earth. 
28.

I shall keep My loving-kindness toward him to time indefinite,

and My covenant will be faithful toward him.69
29.

And I shall set up his seed forever

and his throne as the days of heaven.
30.

If his sons forsake My Law

and do not walk in My judicial rulings –
31.

66
67
68
69

if they profane My statutes

Often mistranslated as Jehovah IS our shield... and king”, but this places ownership of Zion’s king with God – a great privilege
“Arm of J ehovah” – the Christ Psalm 53; Psalm 110:1-2
A blow to Ra´hab – Egypt – whose firstborn God destroyed, whereas He creates and appoints a firstborn for His own purpose
1 s t Chronicles 28:6-8
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and do not keep My commandments –
32.

then I must address their transgression with a rod

and their error with strokes...
33.

but I shall not break off My loving-kindness from him,

nor shall I prove false to My faithfulness.
34.

I shall not profane My covenant,

and I shall not change the words of My lips –
35.

I have sworn in My holiness once,

I will not lie to David.
36.

His seed will endure to time indefinite,

and his throne as the very sun before Me –
37.

it will be firmly established for time indefinite like the moon...

[as]

38.

a faithful witness in the skies...”

...but [now] You have cast off and You keep rejecting us;

♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

70

You have passed over Your anointed one!
39.

You have spurned the covenant of Your servant;

You have profaned his diadem to the very earth.
40.

You have breached all his stone enclosures;

You have laid his fortifications to ruin.
41.

All who pass along the way have pillaged him –

he has become a reproach to his neighbours.71
42.

You have exalted the right hand of his adversaries;

You have caused all his enemies to rejoice!
43.

What is more, You have turned the edge of his sword

[infighting and rebellion],

and have not raised him up in the battle [to bring healing and unity].
44.

You have made his brightness cease

and You have hurled his throne to the very earth.
45.

You have shortened the days of his youth;72

You have enwrapped him with shame.

⇐

46.

How long, O Jehovah, will You keep Yourself concealed? For all time?73

Will Your rage keep on burning just like a fire?
47.

Remember of what duration of life I am...

70

This is a vexing issue with E´than – that David’s throne was to be for time indefinite, yet the city of Jerusalem has been breached, i ts temple
looted and destroyed, and its people taken into exile. The idea of “passing over” the anointed one reflective of the angel pa ssing over the firstborn
of Egypt and the destruction which that brought
71
Kingship of David’s line has become like the k ingship of Saul Psalm 44:13-14
72
Possibly King A-ha-zi´ah 2 n d Chronicles 22:1-2 or less likely Jo´ash 2 n d Chronicles 24:1-2
73
See Psalm 13
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what futility You have created in all the sons of men;
48.

What man is alive who will not see death?

– who could provide escape for his [own] soul from the hand of She´ol?
♫
49.

Se´lah

Where are Your former loving-kindnesses, O Jehovah,

about which You swore to David in Your faithfulness?
50.

Remember, O Jehovah, the reproach upon Your servants,

how I carry in my bosom74 all the mighty peoples,
51.

which Your enemies have reproached, O Jehovah –

they have reproached the heel-prints [retreating steps] of Your anointed one.
52.

Blessed be Jehovah to time indefinite. Amen and Amen.

74

Possibly one source of E´than’s concern: lots of mighty men who ask this wise Ez´ra -hite what has become of the Davidic king for which they
served, and of God’s kindness
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. . (book 4)

Psalms
BOOK FOUR
(Psalms 90 – 106)
A prayer of Moses, the man of the [true] God.

90

A beautiful psalm by Moses – not as a Jew asking for due privilege and rights, more as a
father of the people he has been caring for.
He tells how God – and not Egypt or the wilderness or even Ca´naan – is our dwelling
place, in our heart! He speaks of God’s 40 year rebuke – to remove the unfaithful of the
Exodus – and Moses declares that everyone’s life is nothing in itself, but to follow God
in reverence and learn wisdom extends life beyond the grave!
He prays for 40 years’ of blessing on the people when they enter the Promised Land, for
His kindness to be seen – now – as a joy to those yet to die, to know that their children
will experience God’s splendour. He prays that the work they have done in establishing
formal worship will not be in vain, but become firmly established.



Almighty God ––––– Moses

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, You Yourself have been a dwelling to us1
for generation after generation:
2.

Before the mountains were born... [raised up],

or [before] You wrenched forth the earth2 and the productive land –
from time indefinite to time indefinite! You are God.
3.

You have caused mortal man to [eventually] return to dust3,

and you say:



Almighty God –––––

⇒ ‘GO back, YOU sons of men.’

4.

– for a thousand years are in Your eyes but as yesterday when it is past,

and as a watch during the night.4
5.

...You sweep them away... they become a mere sleep.

In the morning [they are] just like green grass that changes:
6.

In the morning it puts forth blossoms and must change;

at evening it withers and certainly dries up.

⇐ 7. Likewise... we have come to an end in Your anger,
and we have trembled at Your rage:
8.

You have set our errors right in front of You –

our hidden things before the light of Your face.
9.

1
2
3
4
5

For all our days have come to their decline in Your fury;5

Although in the wilderness, God’s presence is a much greater home than the shelter s which the Hebrews enjoyed in Egypt
Genesis 1:9
Genesis 3:19
Adam’s life less than 1,000 years Genesis 2:17; 2 n d Peter 3:8
Death of the Rebellious generation in the wilderness after the Exodus Numbers 14:21-23
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we end our years just like a whisper.
10.

The days of our years amount to seventy years6

and if – because of strength – they are eighty years
yet their pride consists of toil and futility,
for it must end quickly, and away we will fly.

⇐

11.

Who knows the strength of Your anger?

reverence for You is as Your rage!7
12.

Show [us] how to count our days in such a way

that we may develop a heart of wisdom.
13.

Do return, O Jehovah! ...how long will it be?...

and feel regret over Your servants.
14.

Satisfy [our need] at dawn with Your loving-kindness,

that we may cry out joyfully and be glad all our days.
15.

Make us rejoice correspondingly to the days that You have afflicted us,

the [forty] years that we have seen calamity –
16.

let Your deed be seen8 by Your servants,

And Your splendour be upon their sons.
17.

And let the pleasantness of Jehovah our God prove to be upon us,

and firmly establish upon us the work of our hands.
Yes: “the work of our hands” [tabernacle and items for worship] – do firmly establish it!
Moses?

91

In truth, this is an extension of Psalm 90 (see footnotes).
However it is marked as a separate psalm because Moses is clearly speaking
specifically to Joshua, whom he has blessed as a successor to lead God’s people into the
Promised Land.



Moses ––––– Joshua, son of Nun

⇒ 1. The one dwelling in the secret place of the Most High
will abide under the very shadow of the Almighty One.
2.



I will say to Jehovah:

Almighty God ––––– Moses

⇐ ‘ [You are] my refuge and my stronghold,
my God, in Whom I will trust.’
3.

for He will deliver you from the trap of the bird-catcher,

from the plague of covetousness.
4.

He will block approach to you with His pinions,

6

Evidently Moses is tiring of seeing the men of the time of the cowardly spies dying out as the years go by, knowing that others he looks at will
also die before his eyes
7
Just as reverence is a comfortable flow, so God’s rage is a flow, rather than brutality
8
Answered in Psalm 91:16 – which psalm is a continuation of this one
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and you will take refuge under His wings.
His trueness will be a large shield and bulwark.
5.

You will not be afraid of anything dreadful by night,

nor of the arrow that flies by day,
6.

nor of the deadly plague that walks in the gloom,

nor of the isolation9 [being cut off] that despoils at midday –
7.

A thousand will fall at your side

and ten thousand at your right hand;
[But]
8.

it will not come near to you –

rather: you will behold with your own eyes,

and see the retribution of the wicked ones,
9.



because you [said]:

Joshua, son of Nun –––––

≺ ‘Jehovah is my refuge’,
you have made the Most High Himself your abode.
10.

No calamity will befall you

and a plague will not draw near to your tent,
11.

for He will give His angels a command concerning you,

in order to preserve you in all your ways –
12.

they will carry you upon their hands,

so that you may not strike your foot against a stone. 10
13.

You will tread upon the young lion and the cobra –

you will [actually] trample down the maned young lion and the big snake.



Almighty God –––––

↪

14.

‘Because he

[Joshua]

has cleaved to Me

I shall provide him with escape,
I shall set him on high because he knows My Name. 11
15.

He will call upon Me, and I shall answer him,

I shall be with him in distress,
I shall liberate him and glorify him,
16.

I shall satisfy him with length of days,

and I shall cause him to see12 salvation by Me.’

9

In the image of a fighter with large shield, isolation is just as deadly as an arrow
See the temptation by the adversary – Matthew 4:6
11
More than knowledge and more than faith Exodus 6:3 but experiencing God’s protection. Compare Jesus’ words, yearning for his disciples to
be where he is going, as they have experienced and sought refuge in God’s power John 17:24-26
12
An answer to Moses’ plea in the previous psalm Psalm 90:16
10
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A melody, a song, for the Sabbath day.

92

The mention of the House of God, the courtyards (therefore after the Temple is being
considered or has been constructed), the familiar cedars of Leb´a-non and the ten-string
instrument of praise and the anointing with oil, might indicate the psalmist is Sol´o-mon
– possibly a psalm of confidence while imprisoned durinng the unrest by Ab´sa-lom.



Almighty God ––––– Sol´o-mon

⇐ 1. It is good to worship Jehovah
and to make melody to Your Name, O Most High;
2.

to tell of Your loving-kindness in the morning

and of Your faithfulness during the nights
3.

upon a ten-stringed instrument and upon the lyre,

solemn music on the harp.
4.

For You have made me rejoice, O Jehovah, because of Your activity;

I will cry out joyfully over the works of Your hands.
5.

How great Your works are, O Jehovah!

[how]
6.

exceedingly deep are Your intentions.

No unreasoning man can perceive

nor a stupid one understand this.
7.

When the wicked ones sprout as the vegetation and all the law-breakers blossom forth,

it is [merely] that they may be annihilated – forever.

⇐ 8. ...but You, O Jehovah, are on high forever;
9.

For look! Your enemies, O Jehovah –

for look! Your Own enemies13 – will perish;
All the law-breakers will be separated from one another.
10.

But You will exalt my horn like that of a wild bull!

– I will be anointed with fresh oil! –
11.

and my eye14 will look on my foes;

[and]
12.

my ears will hear about the evildoers who rise up against me.

The righteous will blossom like a palm tree;

he will grow great like a cedar in Leb´a-non.
13.

Those [righteous ones] who are transplanted into the house of Jehovah

will blossom forth in the courtyards of our God –
14.

They will still keep on thriving during grey-headedness,

they will continue to be fat and prosperous,
15.

in order to make known that Jehovah is upright!

[He is]

13
14

my Rock, in Whom there is no unrighteousness.

Emphasising that the enemies of God’s faithful ones are nothing less than God’s Own enemies
David likening himself to Joshua Psalm 91:8 ?

Page 158 of 299

Psalms – book 4

(( Septuagint heading reads: “For the day before the Sabbath, when the earth had been
settled15.
the praise of a song by David” ))

93

King Sol´o-mon – evidenced by “the house” (v5) having been completed – in Zion,
declares God as the King – and cites His creation as witnesses
1.

Jehovah reigns! He is clothed with eminence;

Jehovah is clothed – He has girded Himself with strength.
The productive land has been firmly established so that it cannot be made to slip.



Almighty God ––––– Sol´o-mon

⇐ 2. Your throne is firmly established from that time;
You are from time indefinite.
3.

The rivers have raised, O Jehovah,

the rivers have raised their sound;
the rivers keep raising their pounding...
4.

– above the sounds of vast waters, the majestic breaking waves of the sea,

is Jehovah – majestic in the height.

⇐ 5. Your witnesses have proved very trustworthy.
Holiness is befitting to Your house, O Jehovah, forever.

[for length of days.]16

(( Septuagint heading reads: “For the fourth day of the week. 17
a psalm of David” ))

94

Sounding similar to A´saph in Psalm 73, this Psalm laments the way the weak are being
abused and exploited by the evil men who are thriving in the lawless land, and nobody
has supported the narrator. But Jehovah does, and so he feels assured that the wicked
will be removed.
Likely the voice of A´saph or some other soul worried at the assault on God’s people.



Almighty God ––––– narrator (A´saph?)

⇐ 1. O God of acts of vengeance, Jehovah,
O God of acts of vengeance, beam forth!
2.

Raise Yourself up, O Judge of the earth.

Repay a retribution upon the haughty ones.
3.

How long will the wicked, O Jehovah,

how long will the wicked be joyful?
4.

They keep bubbling forth, they speak unrestrainedly;

all of the worthless ones keep bragging about themselves.
5.

They are crushing Your people, O Jehovah,

they are afflicting Your inheritance.
6.

15
16
17

...They kill the widow and the alien resident,

End of six days’ of creation Genesis 1:31
“for the length of days” – the six days and God’s Sabbath rest day, in fitting with the title of the Psalm
2 luminaries Genesis 1:14-19 – perhaps allegorical of bad and good: the moon for darkness, and the sun for the day
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... they murder the bereaved,[r2]
7.



18

and they keep saying:

wicked people ––––– narrator

↻ ‘Jah does not see...’
and

↻ ‘the God of Jacob does not know...’
↩ 8. KNOW this, YOU brutes among the people!
and YOU stupid ones! When will YOU learn?
9.

The One Who sets the ear, can He not hear?

and the One forming the eye, can He not behold?
10.

The One chastising nations, can He not reprove?

The One Who teaches Mankind does know!
11.

⇐

12.

Jehovah is the One Who knows the thoughts of men, that they are vain.

Happy is the man whom You correct, O Jah,

and whom You teach out of Your Law,
13.

in order to give him respite from days of calamity

until a pit is excavated for the wicked one.
14.

– For Jehovah will not disperse His people [by allowing wicked infiltration],

nor will He abandon His inheritance.
15.

For judicial decision will return righteousness [to them],

and all the upright in heart will follow it!



narrator ––––– men of Jacob

≺

16.

Who will rise up for me against the evildoers?

Who will take his stand for me against these worthless men?
17.

...Unless Jehovah had been of assistance to me,

in a little while my soul would have dwelt in silence!

⇐



18.

[I would have died]

When I said:

narrator –––––

↻ ‘...my foot has slipped [lost confidence]...’,19
Your Own loving-kindness, O Jehovah, kept supported me.
19.

When my disquieting thoughts became many inside of me,

Your consolations caressed my soul.
20.

Will the throne of adversities20 be allied with You?

– the one framing trouble by decree?
21.

18
19
20

They attack the soul of the righteous one

Targeting those with no family to avenge them Numbers 35:16-31, in order to take their wealth
A´saph Psalm 73:1-3
A bad king – Saul
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and condemn innocent blood,21
22.

but Jehovah is my stronghold,

– my God is the ‘Rock of my Refuge’ –
23.

and He will turn back their own vanity upon them

and will silence them with their own wickedness;
Jehovah our God will put an end to them.
(( Septuagint heading reads: “of David” ))22

95

Possibly a continuation of the previous psalm.
The psalmist calls for rejoicing before Jehovah, and urges the people not to grumble
against Him as that generation did in the wilderness
1.

O come let us cry out joyfully to Jehovah!

Let us shout in triumph to the Rock of our salvation.
2.

Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving;

let us shout to Him with melodies.
3.

For Jehovah is a great God

and a great King over all [other] gods,
4.

He in Whose hand are the recesses of the earth

and to Whom belong the peaks of the mountains;
5.

to Whom the sea, which He made, belongs

and Whose Own hands formed the dry land.
6.

O come in, let us worship and bow down;

let us kneel before Jehovah our Maker,
7.

for He is our God, and we are the people of His pasturage and the flock of His hand.

If YOU people should hear His voice today23 8. YOU must not harden YOUR heart as at Mer´i-bah, as in
the day of Mas´sah24 in the wilderness...



Almighty God ––––– Hebrew nation

⇒ 9. When YOUR forefathers put Me to the test,
they scrutinised Me... even though they had seen My activity.
10.



For forty years I cut off that generation, and I said:

Almighty God –––––

↻ ‘They are a people wayward at heart,
and they have not come to know My ways’;
11.

Concerning whom I swore in My anger:
‘They shall not enter into My resting-place.’

21

1 s t Samuel 22:12
In the book of Hebrews, Paul attributes this psalm to D avid, but he might simply have been quoting the pre -header to the Septuagint version.
23
Hebrews 4:7 The inclination is to read this as “For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasturage and the sheep of His hand this day –
if YOU people listen to His voice” with verse 8 spoken by the Almighty.
24
Exodus 17:7
22
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(( Septuagint heading reads: “when the house was built after the captivity.
a song of David” ))25

96

An unrestrained cheer-leading plea for praise to God – the true God Who made the very
heavens which the wooden idols claim to inhabit.



psalmist –––––

≺

1.

SING a new song to Jehovah;

sing to Jehovah, all [YOU people of] the earth.
2.

Sing to Jehovah, bless His Name.

Tell the good news of His salvation from day to day.
3.

Recount His Glory among the nations,

His wonderful works among all peoples.
4.

For Jehovah is great and exceedingly praiseworthy.

He is to be revered more than all [other] gods.
5.

For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols;

whereas Jehovah created the very heavens!26
6.

Dignity and splendour are before Him;

strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

≺

7.

ASCRIBE to Jehovah, O YOU families of the peoples,

ascribe to Jehovah glory and strength.
8.

Ascribe to Jehovah the glory belonging to His Name;

bring a gift and come into His courtyards.
9.

Bow down to Jehovah in Holy adornment;

dance before Him, all
10.



[YOU people of]

the earth.

Say among the nations:

worshippers of the true God –––––

≺ ‘Jehovah reigns!

The productive land has been established so that it cannot be shaken.
He will judge [the cause of] the peoples in uprightness.’
11.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be joyful,

let the sea thunder and that which fills it,
12.

let the open field exult and all that is in it, 27

then all the trees of the forest will break out joyfully!
13.

before Jehovah. For He has come;

for He has come to judge the earth. 28
He will judge the productive land with righteousness

25

“after the captivity” – by David: presumably the capture of Mt. Zion from the Jeb´u -sites, as this psalm is a close copy of 1 s t Chronicles 16:2333 or more likely by Ne-he-mi´ah and Ez´ra: after the rebuilding of the Temple as part of King Da -ri´us’ reconstruction (Ezra, Nehemiah) (v13 –
“He has come to judge the earth”)
26
...which the other gods pretend to inhabit
27
Psalm 98:7
28
Psalm 98:9
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and the peoples with His faithfulness.
(( Septuagint heading reads: “when his house was established.
a song of David” ))

97

Probably by David, as it speaks of Zion and the townships of Judah – likely after the Ark
of the covenant had been installed in Mt. Zion and the house of David united the
kingdom under God’s anointed King David.
1.

Jehovah reigns! Let the earth rejoice!

Let the many separate regions29 be glad.
2.

Clouds and thick gloom are all around Him;

righteousness and judgement are the foundation of His throne. 30
3.

A fire goes out from before Him,

and it consumes His adversaries all around.
4.

His lightnings illuminated the productive land;

the earth saw and trembled.
5.

The mountains melted [liquefied]31 just like wax on account of Jehovah,

on account of the Lord of the whole earth.
6.

The heavens have declared His righteousness, 32

and all the peoples have seen His Glory.
7.

Let all those serving a carved image be ashamed,

those who are making their boast in valueless gods.




Narrator (David ?) ––––– valueless gods

≺ BOW down to Him, all YOU “gods”.33

Almighty God ––––– narrator

⇐ 8. Zion heard and began to rejoice,
and the daughters of Judah [dependent towns] began to be joyful
on account of Your judicial rulings, O Jehovah.
9.

For You, O Jehovah, are the Most High over all the earth;

You are exceedingly higher than all



[other]

gods.

narrator ––––– worshippers of the true God

⇒

10.

O YOU lovers of Jehovah, HATE what is bad.

He guards the souls of His loyal ones;
He delivers them out of the hand of the wicked ones.
11.

Light is being sown for the righteous one,

and rejoicing for the ones upright in heart.

≺

29
30
31
32
33

12.

Rejoice in Jehovah, O YOU righteous ones,

Often translated as “islands” – but this does not refer to the sea, only to isolated inhabited areas
Sol´o-mon’s temple – 1 s t Kings 8:12
Happened at the time David brought the Ark up to Mt. Zion Micah 1:4; Amos 9:5
Job 38:4-7
See the fall of the Philistine god 1 s t Samuel 5:1-5
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And give thanks when remembering His Holiness.
A melody (( Septuagint heading reads: “of David” ))

98

David invites the other nations to delight in the peace and unity in God’s land



psalmist ––––– lovers of God

≺

1.

SING a new song to Jehovah,

for He has done wonderful things.
His right hand – the Arm of His Holiness34 – has gained salvation for Him.
2.

Jehovah has made His salvation known;

He has revealed His righteousness [before] the eyes of the nations.
3.

He has remembered His loving-kindness and His faithfulness to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen35 the salvation by our God.

≺

4.

SHOUT in triumph to Jehovah, all

[YOU people of]

the earth.

Shout forth and cry out joyfully and make melody –
5.

make melody to Jehovah with the harp,

with the harp and the voice of a psalm –
6.

raise a cry with the trumpets and the sound of the horn

before the King: Jehovah.
7.

Let the sea thunder and that which fills it,

the productive land and those dwelling in it. 36
8.

Let the rivers clap their hands;

let the mountains cry out joyfully together
9.

before Jehovah – for He has come to judge the earth.

He will judge the productive land with righteousness
and the peoples with uprightness. 37

99
Likely Sol´o-mon as it speaks of bowing at God's footstool {the temple] (v5) .
He encourages the nations to laud Jehovah, telling of His wonderful kindness – even
fighting against the consequences of sins when committed by good men.
1.

Jehovah reigns! – let the peoples [of the nations] quiver;

the One sitting upon the cherubs – let the earth quake!38
2.

Jehovah is great in Zion –

the One exalted over all the peoples.



Almighty God ––––– Sol´o-mon

≻

3.

Let them laud Your great and fear-inspiring Name,

for it is Holy,

34
35
36
37
38

‘Holy Arm’ – Mes-si´ah
They had seen Israel united and thriving under David’s leadership, with the kingdom assured for the future
Psalm 96:11
Psalm 96:13
The earth did quake when the Ark of the Covenant was fixed in place in the City of David ( see Psalm 29 )
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4.

and the strength of the King is a love of justice.

You Yourself have established uprightness;
You have effected judgement and righteousness in Jacob.



Sol´o-mon ––––– assembled people

≺

5.

EXALT Jehovah our God and bow down at His footstool

[temple]39

for it is Holy.
6.

Moses and Aaron were among His priests,

and Samuel was among those calling upon His Name.
They would call to Jehovah, and He Himself kept answering them.
7.

He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud...

they kept His reminders and the regulation that He gave to them.

≻

8.

O Jehovah our God, You Yourself answered them.

You proved to be a God Who forgave them,
the One avenging against [the weight of] their sins.40

≺

9.

Exalt Jehovah our God,

bow down at His mountain of Holiness –
for Jehovah our God is Holy.
A melody of thanksgiving.

100

In a truly delightful and infectious way, the psalmist ( Sol´o-mon or later, since the
courtyards are already built (v4) ) encourages the sons of Jacob to worship



the psalmist (Sol´o-mon) ––––– sons of Jacob

≺

1.

SHOUT [in praise] to Jehovah, all

2.

serve Jehovah with rejoicing.

[YOU people of]

the earth,

Come in before Him with a joyful cry!
3.

See that Jehovah is God –

it is He that has made us, and not we ourselves!
[We are]
4.

His people, and the sheep of His pasturage.

Enter His gates with thanksgiving –

into His courtyards with praise –
give thanks to Him, bless His Name!
5.

...for Jehovah is good;

His loving-kindness is to time indefinite,
and His faithfulness to generation after generation.

39

1 s t Chronicles 28:2-7
God’s vengeance is not against these three men of -course, but against the bite of retribution which their sins would demand as a consequence
– that is: He made them thrive and be productive rather than let their sins consume them as part of their natural course
40
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Of David. A melody.

101

David pledges to act faultlessly – though conscious that he will fail many times. He
pledges to set an example as King, to reward those who follow God’s law, and drive
away the law-breakers... not for his own pleasure, but in order to make God’s city clean



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. I will sing about loving-kindness and justice –
I will make melody to You, O Jehovah.
2.

I will act with discretion in a faultless way.

When will You come to me?
I shall walk within my house in the sincerity of my heart.
3.

I shall not place any worthless thing before of my eyes –

I hate the work of those who fall away, it will not cling to me.
4.

A crooked heart will withdraw from me –

I will not know anything bad.
5.

I will silence anyone slandering his companion in secrecy –

I will not tolerate anyone of haughty eyes and of arrogant heart.
6.

My eyes are upon the faithful ones of the earth, that they may dwell with me –

the one walking in a faultless way will minister to me.41
7.

A deceiver will not dwell inside my house;

a liar will not [be allowed to] remain before my eyes.
8.

Every morning I shall silence all the wicked ones of the land,

in order to cut off from the city of Jehovah all the lawless ones.
A prayer of the afflicted in case he languishes and pours out his concern before Jehovah.

102

A psalm of distant longing for Zion – likely written after the Babylonian exile, and near
to the completion of the 70 years’ of Sabbath.
He speaks prophetically of New Jerusalayim and a new earth and heaven, and how–
despite his life being drawn close to its end, those who serve him – and their children –
will serve Him in Zion.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist praying in difficult times

≻

1.

O Jehovah, do hear my prayer;

and may my cry for help come to You.
2.

Do not hide Your face from me in a day that is distressful to me,

incline Your ear to me on the day that I call, hurry to answer me –
3.

for my days have come to an end just like smoke,

and my bones glow like a hearth.
4.

My heart has been struck just like vegetation and has dried up,

for I have forgotten42 to eat my food –

41
42

This is the over-riding qualification – not nobility, not intellect, but being a lover of God
Not a sign of oppression or shortage, but of despair

Page 166 of 299

Psalms – book 4

5.

my bones have stuck to my flesh43

because of the sound of my sighing.
6.

I am like the pelican of the wilderness,

I have become like a little depression [cup-shape, indentation] in the wasteland.44
7.

I watch – I am like a solitary sparrow on a housetop –

8.

all day long my enemies taunt me 45 –

those making a fool of me have even sworn by me [given an oath to their slander].
9.

So I have eaten ashes just like bread;

and I have mingled my drink with my tears
10.

because of Your denunciation and Your indignation –

for You have lifted me up, that You might throw me down!46



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐

11.

My days are like a lengthening shadow

[stretching prominently, then lost in the darkness],

and I have withered like the vegetation...
12.

...but You, O Jehovah, You will endure to time indefinite,

and Your memorial will be for generation after generation.
13.

You Yourself will arise, You will have mercy on Zion,

for it is the season to be favourable to her,
for the appointed time has come. 47
14.

For Your servants have found pleasure in her stones,

and have directed their favour
15.

[loyalty and valuable things]

to her soil.

And the nations will fear the Name of Jehovah

and all the kings of the earth Your Glory!
16.

...for Jehovah did build up Zion –

He appeared in His Glory!48
17.

He will turn to the prayer of those stripped [of everything],

and will not despise their prayer.
18.

This will be written for the future generation –

people [yet] to be born will praise Jah –
19.

for He has looked down from the height of His sanctuary,

Jehovah Himself has looked intently at the earth from the very heavens,
20.

in order to hear the cries of the captive –

to set free those appointed to death –
21.

to declare [again] the Name of Jehovah in Zion

and His praise in Jerusalayim

43
44
45
46
47
48

Job 19:20
Likening his hollowed-out body shape to the dry pits in the wilderness
Psalm 137
In the manner of a Jew who has returned to Jerusalem to rebuild it after the Chal -de´an exile
The end of the 70 years of Sabbath for the land
2 n d Chronicles 5:11-14
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22.
23.

when the peoples and the kingdoms are gathered together to serve Jehovah.49

...On the way [to that great unity] He afflicted my power,

He cut short my days.
24.



I called out:

Almighty God ––––– psalmist (speaking as Jerusalayim)

⇐ ‘O my God,50 do not take me off at the half of my days;
Your years are throughout all generations.
25.

You laid the surface of the earth itself,

and the heavens are the work of Your hands.
26.

They themselves will perish, but You will keep standing;

they will all of them wear out – just like a garment –
and you will replace them like clothing, and they will pass away.
27.

...But You are the same, and Your years will not be completed.

28.

The sons of Your servants will continue residing;

and their offspring will be firmly established before You!’
Of David.

103

A psalm of self-encouragement. David sings to himself, singing aloud of all that God has
kindly done for him – with a kindness which no human can match, yet in ways which
humans can show to those very special to them. He ends by imploring the Divine ones to
bless God, just as he does.



David –––––

↻ 1. Bless Jehovah, O my soul –
and everything within me – [bless] His Holy Name.
2.

Bless Jehovah, O my soul,

and do not forget all His doings:
3.

...forgiving all your error,

healing all your maladies,
4.

redeeming your life from the very pit,

crowning you with loving-kindness and mercies,
5.

satisfying your need with what is good;

so that your youth is renewed, to be like an eagle.
6.

Jehovah executes righteousness

and judgement for all the oppressed.
7.

He made known His ways to Moses,

His ability to the sons of Israel:51

49

One day, the other nations will join together and be part of God ’s family Isaiah 19:16-25. Prophetic of the end of Christ’s reign Revelation
21:24-22:2
50
Spoken to Jehovah Hebrews 1:10
51
God revealed his purpose to Moses, b ut His power – by which people k n o w He is Jehovah – to all the Hebrews, and to the Egyptians
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8.

“Jehovah is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant in loving-kindness.”


9.

Exodus 34:6 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––– Moses

He will not keep on finding fault for all time,

neither will He keep resentful to time indefinite.
10.

He has not done to us according to our sins

nor returned upon us what we deserve for our evil deeds,
11.

for as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so His loving-kindness is superior toward those fearing Him:
12.

As far off as the sunrise is from the sunset,

is how far He has removed our transgressions from us.
13.

As a father shows mercy to his sons

Jehovah has shown mercy to those fearing Him,
14.

for He well knows our form,

remembering that we are dust...
the days of man are like those of green grass – he blossoms forth just like a blossom of the
field –
16. for wind passes over it, and it is gone and its place will not look at it anymore.
15.


17.

Isaiah 40:6-8

...But the loving-kindness of Jehovah has been from time indefinite to time indefinite

toward those fearing Him, and His righteousness to the sons of sons,
18.

toward those keeping His covenant,

and toward those remembering His statutes so as to carry them out.
19.

Jehovah established His throne in the heavens

and His kingship has domination over everything.



David ––––– heavenly army of angels, and all creation

≺

20.

BLESS Jehovah, O YOU angels of His, mighty in power, carrying out His word

by listening to the call of His word.
21.

Bless Jehovah, all YOU armies of His,

You His ministers doing His will.
22.

Bless Jehovah, all YOU His works

in all parts of His domination.



David –––––

↻ Bless Jehovah, O my soul!

104
The psalmist shows his closeness to God – seeing Him bathed in light, His ways secure
and well-founded, reflecting the firmness with which He made creation. Everything He
did He did well, and all creation benefits from it – the land for grazing and for crops, the
mountains for other animals – all fed, all watered – the sea for its life... and all of them
wait on God for their sustenance: only man is fed spiritually, and the psalmist builds on
this with his continuous praise of the One Who satisfies the desire of all living things.



psalmist –––––

↻ 1. Bless Jehovah, O my soul!
Psalms – book 4
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Almighty God ––––– author, psalmist

≻ O Jehovah my God, You have proved very great.
You have clothed Yourself with dignity and splendour!
2.

Enwrapped with light as with a garment –

stretching out the heavens like a tent cloth,
3.

sinking the beams of its upper-chambers in the waters,

Who makes the thick clouds His chariot,
Who rides upon the wings of the wind!
4.

the One making the winds be His messengers, 52

and a devouring fire to be His ministers,
5. [the

One]

laying the earth upon its foundation

so that it will never be made to slip.

⇐ 6. You covered it with the watery deep like a garment –
the waters were standing above the very mountains!
7.

...At Your rebuke they began to flee,

at the sound of Your thunder they hurried away.
8.

Mountains began to ascend,

valley plains began to sink
to the place which You have founded for them.
9.

...You set a boundary, beyond which they

[the waters]

should not pass,

that they should not return to cover the earth.53
10.

He sent out springs into the torrent valleys,

which flow between the mountains...
11.

– they give drink to all the beasts of the open land –

wild asses regularly quench their thirst at them.
12.

...above them roost the flying creatures of the heavens;

which give forth their call from among the trees.
13.

He waters the mountains from His upper chambers.

⇐ The earth is satisfied by the fruitage of Your works.
14.

He makes hay sprout for the beasts,

and vegetation for the service of mankind –
to cause food to go forth from the earth –
15.

And wine that makes the heart of man rejoice...

to make the face shine with oil...
and bread that sustains the very heart of man.
16.

The trees of Jehovah are filled with sap!

52

In quotation, the NT writes this as “… He makes His angels as the wind ...” Hebrews 1:7 – possibly from the Septuagint version - but both speak
of assigning a role, whether that role is by inhabiting the wind with a spirit c reature of God, or of making a spirit creature of God become the
wind
53
This specifies the bounds of the sea – that the seas cannot inundate the land. The great flood was caused by the underground springs being
opened, and the water canopy being pierced f orever Genesis 7:11
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– the cedars of Leb´a-non that He planted
17.

where the birds make nests –
cypress trees are the home for the stork.

[and]
18.

The high mountains are for the mountain goats,

the crags are a shelter for the rock badgers [hyrax, coney].
19.

He appointed the moon for [to help announce the time of] the festivals;
the sun well knows where it sets.

[and]

≻

20.

You cause darkness that it may become night...
...all the wild animals of the forest move about in it.
21.

The maned young lions are roaring for the prey

and go seeking their food from God.
22.

...the sun begins to shine... and they withdraw

and recline in their dens....
23. [and]

man goes forth to his tasks

and to his labour until evening.

≻

24.

How numerous are Your works, O Jehovah!

You have made all of them in wisdom;
the earth is filled with Your achievements!

⇐

25.

As for this great and wide sea,

in there are moving things without number – living animals, small as well as great;
26.

the ships go about there – You formed Le-vi´a-than there to play about in it;

27.

– all of them keep waiting for You

to give [them] their food in its season.
28.

What You give them they pick up.

You open Your hand... [and] they get filled with good things.54
29.

If You conceal Your face, they get disturbed;

if You take away their spirit, they expire,
and return to their dust...
30.

if You send forth Your spirit, they are created!

and You renew the surface of the ground.55
31.

The Glory of Jehovah will prove to be to time indefinite.

Jehovah will rejoice in His works!
32.

He looks at the earth, and it trembles...

He touches the mountains, and they smoke...



54
55

psalmist –––––

↻

33.

I will sing to Jehovah throughout my life;

Psalm 145:15-16
Simplicity of the resurrection Job 14:14-15
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I will make melody to my God as long as I am [alive].
34.

My musing about Him will be sweet;

I shall rejoice in Jehovah.
35.

Let the sinners will be finished off from the earth;

and let the wicked be no more.

↻ Bless Jehovah, O my soul.



psalmist ––––– lovers of God

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

105

56

By a man called A´saph – but not the contemporary of David whose words he quotes
from 1st Chronicles 16:8-22 This appears to be the A´saph who penned Psalm 74,.
A´saph calls on the people to give thanks to the God Who keeps His covenant in His
heart, and A´saph describes some of the rich things that God performed for the sake of
His people – from Joseph to the Exodus to the settling in the Promised Land



psalmist (likely A´saph) ––––– lovers of God

⇒ 1. “HOLD out your hand [give thanks] to Jehovah, YOU people; call upon His Name, 57
make His deeds known among the peoples!
2.

Sing to Him, make melody to Him,

talk about [ponder on] all His wonderful acts.
3.

Boast in His Holy Name

[and]
4.

the heart of those seeking Jehovah will rejoice!

Follow after Jehovah and His strength,

seek His face constantly.

⇒ 5. Remember His wonderful acts that He performed –
His miracles and the judicial rulings of His mouth
6.

O SEED of Abraham His servant, YOU sons of Jacob, His chosen ones.

7.

He is Jehovah our God;

His judicial rulings are in all the earth.
8.

He has remembered His covenant even to time indefinite –

the word that He commanded, to a thousand generations –
9.

which [covenant] He concluded with Abraham,

and His sworn statement to Isaac,
10.

and which [statement] He confirmed as a regulation even to Jacob

as an indefinitely lasting covenant to [His people!] Israel
11.

saying:
‘I shall give the land of Ca´naan to YOU as the land of YOUR inheritance.’

56

The first 15 verses are those spoken when David praised the inauguration of the Ark in Jerusalem 1 s t Chronicles 16:8-22 with single word changes
in verses 6 ( Abraham for Israel ) 8 ( “He remembers” for “YOU must remember” ) 12 ( “when they were” for “when YOU were” ) and 14 ( “He
suffered no human” for “He suffered no man” )
57 s t
1 Chronicles 16:8-22

Page 172 of 299

Psalms – book 4


12. [This

was]

Genesis 28:13
Almighty God ––––– Abraham, Isaac, Jacob

when they happened to be few in number –

Yes very few, and alien residents in it –
and they walked from nation to nation,

13.

and from one dominion to another people.
14.

He did not allow any man to defraud them,

but on their account He reproved kings, 22. saying:
15.

saying:
‘Do not touch My anointed ones, and do nothing bad to My prophets.’


16.

Genesis 20:3-7 ; Genesis 12:14-20
Almighty God ––––– kings of Ca´naan-ite nations

And He called for a famine upon the land;

He broke every rod around which ring-shaped loaves were suspended.
17.

He sent a man ahead of them: Joseph, who was sold as a slave...
18.

They shackled his feet with fetters –

his soul came [to Egypt] in irons.
19.

Until the time that his word58 came [to fruition]

the saying of Jehovah refined him.
20.

The king sent order to untie him –

the ruler of the peoples! – and he released him.
21.

He set him as master of his household

and as ruler over all his property,
22.

in order to yoke his [Phar´aoh’s] princes agreeably to his [Phar´aoh’s] soul [wishes]

and that he might make his elderly men wise.
23.

Then [the entire house of] Israel came into Egypt,

and Jacob himself lodged as an alien in the land of Ham…
24.

And He [God] kept making His people very fruitful,

and gradually made them more numerous than their adversaries –
25.

He turned their [the Egyptians adversaries’] heart to hate His people [because of their increase],

to repress His servants.
26.

He sent Moses His servant,

[and]
27.

Aaron whom He had chosen.

They set His signs and miracles among them in the land of Ham:
28.

– He sent darkness and so made it dark;

and they [the Egyptians] could not defy His word;
29.

He changed their waters into blood,

and [thereby] killed their fish;
30.

58

their land swarmed with frogs

Divinely revealed that his brothers would serve him Genesis 37:7
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[even]
31.

in the interior rooms of their kings;

He said the word: and mosquitos [the gadfly] came in,

and gnats in all their territories;
32.

He made their downpours hail

with fiery lightning in their land,
33.

and it struck their vines and their fig trees

and burst the trees within their territory. 59
34.

He spoke... and the locusts came in,

and [left behind] voracious caterpillars without number
35.

which devoured all the vegetation in their land

and ate the fruitage of their ground.
36.

...And He struck down all of the firstborn in their land –

the beginning of all their generative power...
37.

Then He brought them [600,000 Hebrews and others] forth with silver and gold;

and no one among His tribes wavered!
38.

Egypt rejoiced when they went out,

because the dread of them had fallen upon them.
39.

He spread out a cloud for a screen [between Jacob and the Egypt behind them],

and fire to light up the night.
40.

They [Jacob] asked, and He brought quails,

and He satisfied them with bread from heaven.60
41.

He opened a rock, and waters gushed forth –

they poured in the arid places like a river!
42.

for He remembered the word of His Holiness with Abraham His servant,

43.

and so He brought out His people with exultation –

His chosen ones! – with a joyful cry, 61
44.

and He gave them the lands of the nations –

and they took possession of the product of the hard work of nations who were living there –
45.



so that they might keep His regulations and guard His laws.

psalmist (likely A´saph) ––––– lovers of God

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

106
A continuation of the previous one – a teaching psalm, to encourage renewed faith in
God – by A´saph, likely after the Babylonians had brought the exile (see v47). The
historical depth expressed in this psalm gives the identity of the author of this and the
previous one
He speaks of the peace which comes through Godly behaviour, then confesses the sins of
his generation which have brought them to Babylon. He states how beautifully God
acted in the past – and how His people insulted and provoked Him to anger, how they
continued getting worse and worse. Ignoring their God, He gave them over to the
nations to see if they would submit and learn contrition, and he kept rescuing them...

59
60
61

This can happen when lightning strikes a tree and its sap turns to steam. Exodus 9:22-25; See Psalm 29:5 footnote
Exodus 16:13
Genesis 15:13-14
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until the final exile to Babylon.... At which point A´saph calls for God to save THEM just
as He saved their forefathers.



psalmist ––––– lovers of God

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

GIVE thanks to Jehovah, for He is good,
for His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.
2.

Who will speak of the mighty actions of Jehovah,

[or]
3.

will cause all His praise to be heard?

Happy are those observing justice,

doing righteousness in every circumstance.



Almighty God ––––– A´saph

⇐ 4. Mark me, O Jehovah, with the goodwill of Your people,
take care of me with Your salvation
5.

that I may see the goodness to Your chosen ones,

that I may rejoice – with the rejoicing of Your nation! –
that I may celebrate with Your inheritance.

⇐ 6. We have sinned just like our forefathers...
we have been crooked, we have acted wickedly.
7.

Our forefathers in Egypt

did not ponder on Your wonderful works –
they did not remember the abundance of Your loving-kindnesses,
but behaved rebelliously over the water by the Reed Sea.
8.

...But He saved them for the sake of His Name,62

so as to make His mightiness known...
9.

...Accordingly He rebuked the Reed Sea, and it became drained

and He caused them to walk through the watery deep as if it were the wilderness.
10.

Thus He saved them from the hand of the hater

and reclaimed them from the hand of the enemy;
11.

the waters overwhelmed their adversaries –

not one of them was left.
12.

At that time they had faith in His word,

they sang His praise...
13. [But]

they quickly forgot His works –

they did not stick to His counsel
14.

but they pursued their own selfish desire in the wilderness

and went testing God in the desert.
15.

He gave them their request63

but it brought a thinness to their soul:

62
63

Phar´aoh was in pursuit, so God did not discipline His people in the sight of Phar´aoh Exodus 9:16
Exodus 16:1-14; Numbers 11:32
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16.

...they began to envy Moses in the camp –

even Aaron did, the Holy one of Jehovah.
17.

The earth then opened up and swallowed down Da´than,

and covered over the assembly of A-bi´ram.64
18.

And a fire went burning among their assembly;

the blaze went devouring the wicked ones.
19.

...Furthermore, they made a calf in Ho´reb –

they bowed down to a molten image,65
20.

so that they exchanged [Jehovah’s] Glory

for a model of a bull, a [mere] eater of vegetation.
21.

They forgot God their Saviour –

the One doing great things in Egypt,
22. [His]

[and]
23.

miraculous works in the land of Ham,

the fear-inspiring things at the Reed Sea –

and He said He was about to annihilate them,

and only Moses His chosen one stood in the gap before Him
to turn back His rage from bringing [them] to ruin.66
24.

Then they began to despise [the notion of] the delightful land –

they had no faith in His word:
25.

...they kept grumbling in their tents,

they did not listen to the voice of Jehovah.
26.

So He raised His hand [in an oath] concerning them,

that He would make them fall in the wilderness, 67
27.

and that He would make their offspring fall among the nations

and that He would scatter them among the lands. 68
28.

Then [40 years’ later, on the verge of the Promised Land] they began to attach themselves to Ba´al of Pe´or

and to eat the sacrifices of the dead ones. 69
29.

They provoked Him [God] to anger by their actions,

so that a scourge broke out among them.
30.

When Phin´e-has stood up and intervened, 70

then the scourge was halted
31.

and it was credited to him as righteousness

for generation after generation to time indefinite!71
32.

Further, they provoked anger at the waters of Mer´i-bah [in Ka´desh],

64

Da´than and A-bi´ram – sons of the chief of the tribe of Zeb´u -lun – sought to offer illegitimate fire with the sons of Ko´rah of Le´vi Numbers
16:1-35
65
Exodus 32:1-4
66
Moses offers his own life for the sinful people of the exodus Exodus 32:9-14
67
Numbers 14:20-24
68
Leviticus 26:27-40
69
Numbers 25:1-9 Possibly cannibalism – eating children sacrificed to the gods. Compare King A´haz 2 n d Kings 16:3 and Ma-nas´seh 2 n d Kings 21:6;
2 n d Chronicles 33:6
70
Numbers 25:6-17
71
Am ex ample of the truth of God’s word of blessing Exodus 20:4-6
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so that it went badly with Moses because of them –
33.

for they embittered his spirit

and he spoke rashly with his lips.72
34.

They did not annihilate the peoples [occupying the promised land]

which Jehovah had commanded them to do:
35.

but they intermingled with the nations

and took up their ways;
36.

they served their idols

which became a snare to them,
37.

for they [the Hebrews] would [similarly] sacrifice their sons

and their daughters to demons.73
38.

So they kept spilling innocent blood – the blood of their sons and their daughters –

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Ca´naan!
and the land was polluted with bloodshed.
39.

Thus they became unclean by their works

and committed [spiritual] adultery by their deeds...
40.

Therefore the anger of Jehovah began to blaze against His people,

and He came to detest His inheritance [the people]:
41.

He repeatedly gave them into the hand of the nations

so that those hating them might rule over them...
42.

so that their enemies might oppress them

and that they might be subdued under their hand.
43.

Many times He would deliver them,

but they would behave rebelliously in His counsel toward them
and they would be brought low for their error.74
44.

And He would see their distress when He heard their entreating cry,

45.

and He would remember His covenant concerning them,75

and He would feel regret according to the abundance of His loving-kindnesses,
46.

and He would grant them to be objects of pity

before all those holding them captive.

⇐

47.

Save us, O Jehovah our God,

and collect us together from the nations
to give thanks to Your Holy Name,
in order to speak Your praise in a loud voice!

≺

48.

Jehovah the God of Israel is blessed

from time indefinite to time indefinite;
and all the people must say:

72
73
74
75

Numbers 20:13
Even their kings did this 2 n d Kings 16:3 and 2 n d Kings 21:6; 2 n d Chronicles 33:6
Leviticus 26
Leviticus 26:45
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‘Amen’.

≺ PRAISE Jah!!
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. . (book 5)

Psalms
BOOK FIVE

(Psalms 107 – 150)

107

(presumption:) A´saph1 speaks after the return from exile in Babylon (vv 2-3) – a psalm
of learning from experience and of encouragement.
The Psalm is repetitive, with a chorus.
God brings back the exiles from all directions, helping those who wander in
desperation... wicked ones imprisoned through rebellious behaviour against God cry to
Him, and He released them... foolish ones who drift into a wasted life cry to Him, and
He rescues them... those who value the world, seeking trade and wealth and have
neglected the spiritual side cry out in their distress, and He rescues them... and A´saph
yearns that they would give thanks for what He has done, so as to avoid going down the
same route again. God raises the good-hearted oppressed, but casts down the haughty.



A´saph –––––

≺

1.

O give thanks to Jehovah, YOU people, for He is good;

for His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.
2.

Let Jehovah’s redeemed ones declare it,

[those]
3.

whom He has reclaimed from the hand of the adversary,

and whom He has collected together even from the lands:

from the sunrise and from the sunset, from the north and from the sea [Reed Sea in the south].
4.

They strayed about in the wilderness2 –

they did not find a city of habitation on their desolate path.
5.

They were hungry and thirsty;

their breath began to faint away within them.
6.

And they kept crying out to Jehovah in their dire straits...

He had them rescued from their anguishes,
7.

and had them walk in the right direction

so as to come to an inhabited city.



Chorus –––––

↻ 8. O that the people would give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness!
and for His wonderful deeds toward the sons of men!
9.

for He has satisfied the foraging soul

and He has filled the famished soul with good things.
10.

There were those dwelling in darkness and deep shadow3 –

prisoners of both misery and irons –
11.

They had behaved rebelliously against the sayings of God

and spurned the counsel of the Most High.
12.

Therefore He subdued their heart with trouble...

1

The tone and language is very similar to earlier psalms by this A´saph, who was the forester for the Persians in the land of Ca´naan at the time
of the return from the exile
2
See account of escapees from Babylon and Mid´i -an in “the pronouncement against the desert plain” Isaiah 21:11-17
3
Less a prison, more a dungeon – an oubliette – from which they were not to be released
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they fell down, and no one helped them...
13.

Finally they kept shrieking to Jehovah in their dire straits...

He had them released from their constraints [again]: 
14.

He had them brought out from darkness and deep shadow,

and tore their off bonds.

↻

15.

O that the people would give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness!

and for His wonderful deeds toward the sons of men. 16. For:
“He has broken the copper doors, and He has hewn down the iron bars.”


17.

Isaiah 45:1-2

There were those who were foolish because of the road of their transgression

and finally reaped affliction for themselves because of their perversities...
18.

Their soul grew to hate every sort of food,4

and they were at the gates of death.
19.

Finally they kept shrieking to Jehovah in their dire straits...

He had them released from their constraints [again]: 
20.

He began to send His word and it began heal them

and He provided [them] with escape from their pitfalls.

↻

21.

O that the people would give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness!

and for His wonderful deeds toward the sons of men.
22.

Let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving

and recount His deeds with a joyful cry!
23.

Those going down to the sea in the ships,

doing business on many waters,
24.

they have seen the works of Jehovah

and His wonderful activities in [the behaviour of] the deep waters –
25.

how He says [the word] and causes a tempestuous wind to arise,

so that it lifts up its waves...
26.

They are lifted up to the heavens... and are plunged into the depths...

their very soul melts because of the distress,
27.

they reel and stagger like a drunken man,

and all their skills are swallowed down [by the storm].
28.

Finally they shrieked together to Jehovah in their dire straits...

and He brought them out of their distresses [again]:
29.

He calmed the storm to stillness,

So that its waves were silenced.
30.

And they felt relieved because they had subsided,

and He guided them to their desired destination.

4

Possibly through alcoholic poisoning, or even substance abuse – both of which supress the appetite
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↻

31.

O that the people would give thanks to Jehovah for His loving-kindness!

and for His wonderful deeds toward the sons of men.
32.

Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the people;

and let them praise Him at the [congregational] seats of the older men.
33.

He converts rivers into a wilderness

and the water-springs into thirsty ground...
34. [–

also]

fruitful land into salt country

because of the badness of those dwelling in it.
35. [But]

He converts a wilderness into a reedy pool of water

and arid land into springs of water,
36.

and He makes the hungry ones dwell there,

so that they establish a city of habitation.
37.

And they sow fields and plant vineyards

that can yield fruitful crops,
38.

and He blesses them so that they increase greatly;

and He does not let their cattle decrease [provide grazing for them, even in the desert].
39.

They become few and would bend low

because of restraint, calamity and grief...
40.

He pours out contempt upon [oppressive] nobles,

and causes them to stray in a desert where there is no way –
41.

but He sets the destitute high up above his affliction

and makes his families [descendants] like a flock!5
42.

The righteous will see it and rejoice!

and unrighteousness will shut its mouth.

≺

43.

Who is

[there who is]

wise? He will both cherish these things

and will understand the loving-kindnesses of Jehovah.
A song.
A melody of David.

108

David praises God, humbly declaring to do so ( he – a king!) even in small hamlets in
the land of Jacob. Then he quotes one of his own psalms – one from a time of distress
when God had cast off His people, which has evidently happened again. God exclaims
that HE HIMSELF will exult! – and apportion the land for His people..



Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

My heart is steadfast, O God.

I will sing and make melody,
[as indeed will even all of]



5

my glory.

David ––––– instruments

≺

2.

Do awake, O lyre; you too, O harp.

Luke 1:52-53
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I will awaken the dawn!
3.

I shall laud You among the peoples, O Jehovah;

and I shall make melody to You among the communities
4.

[villages, hamlets],

for Your loving-kindness is great – up to the heavens! –

and Your faithfulness up to the skies.

⇐ 5. O be exalted above the heavens, O God;
and let Your Glory be over all the earth!
...in order that Your beloved ones may be rescued6
do save with Your right hand and answer us...
6.

7.



...God spoke in His holiness:7
Almighty God ––––– David

↪ ‘I will be joyful!
I will apportion out She´chem,
and I shall measure off the low plain of Suc´coth.
8.

Gil´e-ad belongs to Me and Ma-nas´seh belongs to Me,

E´phra-im is the fortress of My head one [buffer north of Jerusalayim];
Judah is My lawgiver.
9.

Mo´ab is My washing pot,8

I shall throw My sandal Over E´dom,9
I shall shout in triumph over Phi-lis´ti-a.’

↩

10.

Who will bring me to the fortified city 10 [impregnable Kir-Har´e-seth in E´dom]?

who will lead me as far as E´dom?
11.

Is it not You, O God, Who have cast us off

and Who [at this moment] does not go forth with our armies as God?
12.

Do give us assistance from distress,

because salvation by man is worthless.
We shall be valiant... through God!
for He Himself will trample down our adversaries.
13.



109

Psalm 60:5-12

To the director.
Of David.
A melody.
A brutal account! David pleads for help, and quotes the things his adversaries have
spread abroad: “...let the devil be at his elbow, someone else take his place in the
palace ranks, his children become wandering and thieving orphans, never to have sons
of their own; him to be judged as guilty, taken advantage of and plundered, and his

6

So begins a long quote from Psalm 60:6-12 lasting until the end of this Psalm
Quote of Psalm 60:6-16
8 st
1 Chronicles 18:2; 2 n d Samuel 8:2
9 nd
2 Samuel 8:13
10
Any such fortified city in any region was a stumbling block to the overthrow of the region. Kir -Har´e-seth was a potter’s city
7
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family name to be wiped out. More so, let his father’s supposed sins be remembered by
God!” – so a Divine curse: David’s name will become a byword for badness though his
line dies. Why? Because of their lie: that David persecuted the widows and orphans! It
is a truly venomous slander which they have fermented amongst the people.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O God of my praise, do not keep silent.
2.

For the mouth of the wicked one and the mouth of defrauder have opened against me.

They have spoken about me with the false tongue;11
3.

they have surrounded me with words of hatred,

and they are fighting against me gratuitously. 12 
4.

In return for my love, they became my accusers!

but I [continue in] prayer.
5.

they drape evil upon me in return for good,

and hatred [in return] for my love:



Opposers of David –––––

≺

6.

“Appoint someone wicked over him –

let the adversary  keep standing at his right hand [to harm him].
7.

When he [David] is judged, let him [David] depart as a wrongdoer,

and let his very prayer become a sin.
8.

Let his days become few,

[and]
9.

let someone else take his office of oversight;13

let his sons become orphans

and his wife become a widow.
10.

let his sons be perpetual wanderers,

let them go begging and look for [food] in desolate houses.
11.

Let the usurer confiscate [lay out devious snares for] all that he has,

and let strangers plunder the fruits of his labour –
12.

may there be no one extending kindness to him,

nor anyone showing favour to his orphans;
13.

Let his posterity [sons] be cut off...

let their name be wiped out at the following generation [let his sons die childless].
14.

Let the depravity of his forefathers be remembered by Jehovah,

and may the sin of his mother not be wiped out...
15.

let them [the sins and depravity] be remembered by Jehovah constantly,

and may He cut off [fond] commemoration of them from the very earth...
16.

...because he did not remember to exercise loving-kindness,

but he kept pursuing the afflicted and the destitute  man

11
12
13

Psalm 12:2
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Job 19:27-28; John 15:25
Prophetic of Judas Acts 1:20-
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and put to death the heart-broken  man [to prevent his sadness being an unspoken witness against him].
17.

For he loved belittling others – so let it [belittling] come upon him –

and he did not delight in blessing others – so let it [blessing] became far away from him.
18.

He clothed himself with belittling – as if it were his garment! –

so let it come into his bowels like water! and into his bones like oil.
19.

[diarrhoea and arthritis]

Let that be as his covering garment 

and belt which he girds on himself constantly!”
20.

...this is the ‘wages from Jehovah’ from my adversaries

and those speaking evil against my soul.
21.

...But You are Jehovah – the Sovereign Lord!

Deal with me over my care of Your Name –
deliver me! because Your loving-kindness is good –
22.

for I am afflicted and destitute,

and my heart has been pierced within me.14 
23.

I have been made to go away like a shadow[r7] when it declines...

I have been shaken off like a locust!
24.

My knees sway from fasting,

and my flesh has grown lean,
25.

and I have become something reproachable:

people see me... and they shake their head.

≻

26.

Help me, O Jehovah my God;

save me according to Your loving-kindness,
27.

and may they know that this [salvation] is from Your hand –

that You Yourself, O Jehovah, have done it.
28.

Let them belittle... but may You bless!15

when they rise, let them be ashamed but let Your Own servant rejoice!
29.

Let my accusers be clothed  with humiliation,

and let them enwrap themselves with their shame just as with a sleeveless coat.
30.

I shall praise Jehovah very much with my mouth –

and I shall [yet] praise Him in among many people –
31.

For He will stand at the right hand  of the destitute,

16 

to save [him] from those who condemn his soul.

110

Of David.
A melody.
In continuation of the previous psalm, this also speaks of “standing at the right hand”

14
15
16

John 19:34
See John 16:20
Prophetic of the Christ, to save his name from traditionalis t ruin – see the start of the next psalm
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1.




The utterance of Jehovah to my Lord is:
Almighty God ––––– Jesus in his pre-human existence

⇒ ‘Sit at My right hand until I place your enemies as a stool for your feet.’ 17 

Jesus Christ, glorified ––––– King David

≻



2.

Jehovah will send the rod of your strength

[King David]

from out of Zion,

[saying:]

Almighty God ––––– David (and figuratively Jesus Christ, glorified)

⇒ ‘Go subduing in the midst of your enemies –
3.

your people will offer themselves willingly on the day of your strength,

in the splendours of holiness.
From the womb of the dawn you have the dew of your youth.’

⇐ 4. Jehovah has sworn (and He will feel no regret):



Almighty God ––––– Jesus Christ, glorified

⇒ ‘You are a priest to time indefinite
in the manner of Mel-chiz´e-dek!’18

⇐ 5. Jehovah Himself at your right hand
will break kings19 to pieces on the day of His anger.
6.

He will execute judgement among the nations;

He will fill [the nations] with dead bodies!
He will break to pieces the head ones over vast lands.
7.

He [Jesus Christ] will drink from the water-course along the way,

and so he will raise [his] head high! 20

111
An acrostic psalm – deeply prophetic

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

א

[A´leph]

בּ

[Bet]

I shall laud Jehovah with all [my] heart

in the intimate group of upright ones and in the assembly.

2.

The deeds of Jehovah are great ones,

searched for by all who delight in them.

ג

[Gi´mel]

ד

[Da´leth]

17

This is actually prophetic advice to David 1 s t Kings 5:3. with God speaking as David to the Mes -si´ah ( Son of David ) in the role of Sol´o -mon.
See Matthew 22:44, ( Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; Luke 22:69 ); Acts 7:56; – also Psalm 8:6
18
Hebrews 5:6-7:12
19
Prophetic of Christ’s reign Revelation 17:14
20
Meaning of this is uncertain. It could point to the Christ stopping in Sa -mar´i-a for a drink John 4 – setting that event as prophetic, as it is the
first time he publicly declared himself to be the Mes -si´ah, and was greeted marvellously by the Sa -mar´i-tans – though actually refer to drinking
from the waters of life the end of his rei gn Revelation 22:1 as Christ finally subjects himself to God 1 s t Corinthians 15:24-28, and moves on to his
marriage with the bride class
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ה

3.

[Hey]

His activity is dignity and splendour itself,

ו

[Vav]

ז

[Za´yin]

and His righteousness stands forever.

4.

He has made His marvellous works memorable –

ח

[Chehth]

ט

[Tehth]

Jehovah is gracious and compassionate.

5.

He has given pieces of food to those who revere Him...21

י

[Yohdh]

– he will remember His covenant to time indefinite.22

6.

כ

[Kaph]

ל

[La´medh]

מ

[Mem]

He has manifested the power of His works to His people

by giving them the inheritance of the nations.

7.

The works of His hands are stable and just;

נ

[Nun]

all of His statutes are trustworthy,

8.

ס

[Sa´mekh]

ע

[A´yin]

פ

[Pey]

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

ק

[Qohph]

standing forever, to time indefinite,

fashioned in truth and uprightness.

9.

He has sent redemption to His people,

He has set up His covenant to time indefinite.

His Name is Holy and fear-inspiring –

21

Prophetic of Christ’s expression of God’s kindness to those who revere Him ( Matthew 14:14-20; Mark 6:30-43; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-13 )
( Matthew 15:29-38; Mark 8:1-9 )
22
Prophetic of Christ’s delivery of the New Covenant ( Matthew 26:20-29; Mark 14:17; Luke 22:14; John 13:1 )
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10.

ר

[Rehsh]

שׁ

[Shin]

the fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom23 –

good insight comes to all those who do them

Praise of Him endures forever!

[His statutes].

ת

[Tav]

112
An acrostic psalm – prophetic of the Mes-si´ah

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

א

[A´leph]

בּ

[Bet]

Happy is the man who fears Jehovah,

in Whose commandments he has taken great delight!

2.

ג

[Gi´mel]

ד

[Da´leth]

ה

[Hey]

That man’s offspring will become mighty in the earth –
24

the generation of the upright ones will be blessed.

3.

Wealth and riches are in his house,

ו

[Vav]

ז

[Za´yin]

and his righteousness is standing forever.

4.

Light has arisen in the darkness for the upright ones25 –

ח

[Chehth]

ט

[Tehth]

he is gracious and compassionate and righteous.

5.

A good man is gracious and lends [money and assistance] –

he sustains his affairs with justice –

י
כ

6.

[Yohdh]

[Kaph]

surely he will never be made to totter!

23

Proverbs 9:10
Possibly prophetic of the Mes -si´ah – if seed is singular ( the associated verbs are singular and the followi ng verses would imply Mes-si´anic
leanings, although this could apply to “seed” meaning “posterity” – meaning that the following verses as speaking in a future -present tense )
25
Isaiah 9:1-3; Matthew 4:13-16; John 1:4-9
24
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ל

[La´medh]

מ

[Mem]

the righteous one will become memorable to time indefinite.

7.

He will not be afraid of bad news –

נ

[Nun]

the heart of the one trusting in Jehovah is steadfast,

8.

[Sa´mekh]

ע

[A´yin]

פ

[Pey]

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

ק

[Qohph]

ר

[Rehsh]

שׁ

[Shin]

his heart is unshakeable; he will not be afraid –

even when he looks on his adversaries.

9.

ס

He has distributed widely... he has given to the poor ones! –

his [form of] righteousness endures forever,

[and]

10.

his own horn will be exalted in glory!

...The wicked one will see... and become grieved!

he will grind his teeth and will melt away [be inwardly defeated]

ת

The longing of the wicked ones will wander away

[Tav]
[looking for somewhere it can be fulfilled].

113
The 1st of 6 Hall-el psalms – sung at solemn occasions and especially at Passover.
Tells of God’s high status, yet of His kindness to the most lowly, helping them in ways
which no person could



Psalmist –––––– servants of God

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

Offer praise, O YOU servants of Jehovah,
praise the Name of Jehovah!
2.

May Jehovah’s Name be blessed

from now on and to time indefinite.
3.

Jehovah’s Name is to be praised

from the rising of the sun until its setting.
4.

Jehovah is high above all the nations...

His Glory is above the heavens!
5.
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Who is like Jehovah our God,
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the One Who dwells on high?!26
6.

the One Who condescends to look on the heavens and on the earth,
7.

raising up the weak one from the very dust

[and]
8.

to make [him] sit with generous people –

[even]
9.

the destitute one from the ash-pit
with the [notably wealthy] generous ones of his people.

He causes the barren woman to dwell in a home...

as a joyful mother of sons!

≺ Praise Jah!!

114
Psalmist tells of the power of God over earthly obstacles
1. When Israel went forth from Egypt –

the house of Jacob from a foreign-speaking people –
2.

Judah became His Holy place,

[and]
3.

Israel His realm.

The sea witnessed it and took to flight27 –

as for the Jordan, it began to turn back;28
4.

the mountains skipped about like rams, 29

the hills like lambs.



Psalmist ––––– obstacles in the earth

⇒ 5. What was the matter with you, O sea, that you took to flight?

rhet

O Jordan, that you were driven back?
6.

– YOU mountains, that YOU went skipping about like rams;

[and YOU] hills,

like lambs?

↪ 7. ...Be in severe pains because of the Lord, O earth,
because of the God of Jacob
8.

Who changes rock into a reedy pool of water,

and flinty rock into a spring of water.30

115
The psalmist writes in a time of severe looting, and taunting by the nations which God
has permitted (v3) to attack Jacob.
Nevertheless, he encourages by speaking of the idols of their attackers – how they are
not gods at-all – and pleads with Israel and the house of Aaron and all those who love
God to praise Him, especially in this difficult and punishing time – for they CAN praise
Him, whereas their opponents cannot do so any more than the dead can.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

1.

Nothing belongs to us, O Jehovah, nothing belongs to us

26

Or rhetorically “...that h e [some competitor] should dwell on high?!”
Reed Sea Exodus 14
28
Entry across the Jordan to the Promised Land Joshua 3:7-17
29
Earthwuake. Installation of the Ark onto Mt. Zion Psalm 29:6. See also Deb´o-rah and Ba´rak in their conquest of Ja´bin and Sis´e -ra Judges
5:4; or perhaps David Psalm 18:4-20
30
Numbers 20:9-13
27
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but to give glory to Your Name
according to Your loving-kindness, according to Your trueness.
2.



Why should the nations say:
nations taunting, opposing God’s people –––––

⇒ ‘Where is their God now?’

3.

when our God is in the heavens!

He has done all which He desired [to do].
4.

Their idols are silver and gold –

the work of the mens’ hands:31
5.

They have a mouth, but they cannot speak,

they have eyes... but they cannot see;
6.

they have ears... but they cannot hear;

they have a nose... but they cannot smell.
7.

They have hands but they cannot feel,

they have feet but they cannot walk;
neither do they speak with their throat....
8.

...[and] those making them are just like them,

[as are]



all those who trust in them.

psalmist ––––– people of Jacob

≺

9.

O Israel: trust in Jehovah!32
– He is their help and their shield.

10.

O house of Aaron, trust in Jehovah;
– He is their help and their shield.

11.

YOU who fear Jehovah, trust in Jehovah;
– He is their help and their shield.

12.

Jehovah has remembered us [before]... He will bless.

He will bless the house of Israel,
He will bless the house of Aaron.
13.

≺

16.

He will bless those who fear Jehovah – the small ones as well as the great ones.
14.

Jehovah will add to YOU – to YOU and to YOUR sons –

15.

YOU who are blessed by Jehovah! the Maker of heaven and earth.

The heavens – even Heaven itself – belong to Jehovah,

but He has given the earth to the sons of men.
17.

The dead do not praise Jah,

neither do those who are descending into death [or “silence”];
18.

...but we will bless Jah

from now on and to time indefinite.

31
32

See Psalm 135:15-18
Psalm 115:9-11; Psalm 118:2-4; Psalm 135:19-20
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≺ Praise Jah!!

116

33

Deeply prophetic psalm.
Quoting David in his dire straits, and quoting God seeing no good men on the earth...
but Christ died as a sacrifice to give them the opportunity – dying in Jerusalayim, to
repurchase those (Gentiles) who have not sinned against Law but will love God: the era
of Christendom
1.

I love Jehovah because He hears my voice, my entreaties;

2.

for He has inclined His ear to me –

therefore I shall call throughout my days!
3.

...The ropes of death encircled me 34

And the constraints of She´ol came toward me:
I had taken on distress and grief!
4.



Then I called in the Name of Jehovah:

Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐ ‘Ah, Jehovah, provide my soul with escape!’
5.

...Jehovah is gracious and righteous,

and our God is compassionate.
6.

Jehovah guards the vulnerable –

I was oppressed, and He saved me!

↻ 7. ...Return to your resting-place, O my soul,
for Jehovah Himself has dealt bountifully toward you!

↩ 8. ...for You pulled my soul away from death,
my eye from tears, my foot from stumbling...
9.

I will walk before Jehovah in the lands of the living!

10.

I had faith, so I spoke [to Him] –

I was very afflicted...

↪

11.

I said in my haste:
‘Every man is a liar!’


12.

Psalm 14:2,3 (paraphrased)

What shall I give to Jehovah

for all His benefits to me?
13.

I shall lift up the cup of salvations [in tribute]

and I shall call on the Name of Jehovah, 35 
14.

I shall pay my vows to Jehovah –

now! – in front of all His people.
15.

33
34
35

The death of His loyal ones is precious [valued highly]

Possibly by Jo´nah. Compare Jonah 2
Paraphrased quote of Psalm 18:4
This verse and the next 2 are of the Mes -si´ah calling to God in the Garden of Geth -sem´a-ne
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in the eyes of Jehovah

⇐

16.

Ah, now, O Jehovah,

truly I am Your servant.
I am Your servant, the son of Your slave girl.36
You have unfastened my bonds!
17.

I shall offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving!37

and I shall call on the Name of Jehovah!
18.

I shall pay my vows to Jehovah now! –

in front of all His people,
19.

In the courtyards of the house of Jehovah,



Psalmist (triumphantly) ––––– people of Jerusalayim

≺ ...in your midst, O Jerusalayim!



≺ Praise Jah!!

117
The psalmist invites nations to revere God respectfully, for His kindness is a power to
Israel



Psalmist ––––– gentile nations

≺

1.

PRAISE Jehovah, all YOU nations –

commend [or “pacify”] Him, all YOU clans –
2.

for His loving-kindness has been mighty toward us;

and the trustworthiness of Jehovah is to time indefinite.

≺ Praise Jah!!

118
Deeply prophetic psalm with associated choruses, with the psalmist at one point
speaking as the Mes-si´ah on his last day



Psalmist –––––

≺

1.

GIVE thanks to Jehovah, YOU people, for He is good;

for His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.
2.

Let Israel now say:38

↩ ‘For His loving-kindness endures to time indefinite.’
3.

Let those of the house of Aaron now say:

↩ ‘For His loving-kindness endures to time indefinite.’
4.

Let those who fear Jehovah now say:

↩ ‘For His loving-kindness endures to time indefinite.’
5.

From within the constraint of my circumstances I called upon Jah...

Jah answered by granting me space 39 [from my distress].

36
37
38
39

Mary, mother of Jesus ( Luke 1:38 ) “son of the slave girl” means he i s the son – by Law of the master of the slave girl, the son of God
Prophetic – Christ sacrifices himself in gratitude for what it will achieve for Mankind
Psalm 115:9-11; Psalm 118:2-4; Psalm 135:19-20
Psalm 116:4-6
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6.

Jehovah acts for me, I shall not be afraid.

what can men do to me?!40
7.

Jehovah acted for me through those helping me,

so that I shall see which ones hate me!
8.

It is better to take refuge in Jehovah

than to trust in man...
9.

it is better to take refuge in Jehovah

than to trust in nobles.
10.

All the nations had surrounded me...41
I curtailed them in the Name of Jehovah;

11.

– they surrounded me, yes, they had me surrounded! ...
I curtailed them in the Name of Jehovah.

12.

– they surrounded me like bees!42 ...
they became dried-up like thorns in a fire;
I curtailed them – in the Name of Jehovah!



psalmist ––––– Oppressive nation

⇒

13.

You pushed me hard to make me fall,

but Jehovah helped me.
14.

Jah is my shelter and [my] song,

and He has been salvation to me –
15.

[that is:]

[and]
16.

the voice of a joyful cry and salvation in the tents of the righteous ones,

[shelter and song]

the right hand of Jehovah performing valiantly. [salvation]

The right hand of Jehovah is exalted –

the right hand of Jehovah performs valiantly!
17.

I shall not die, but I shall keep living43

and recount the works of Jah.
18.

Jah corrected me severely,

But He did not give me over to death itself.



psalmist (speaking as the Mes-si´ah )––––– welcoming people of Jerusalayim

≺

19.

OPEN the gates of righteousness to me, YOU people. 44 

I shall go into them; I shall laud Jah.
20.



– this is the gate of Jehovah45... the righteous will go into it.

Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

21.

I shall laud You, for You answered me

40

( Psalm 56:11 ); Hebrews 13:6
Most likely, Hez -e-ki´ah with the As-syr´i-ans, Ethiopians and Egyptians, and the slaughter of 185,000 by God’s angel in one night 2 n d Kings
19:35 (less likely David active against Syria – and Am´mon, Mo´ab, E´dom, Phi -lis´ti-a and A-mal´ek 2 n d Samuel 8:1-14; 2 n d Samuel 10:6-14 who
travelled far to fight his foes)
42
Compare Deuteronomy 1:44
43
Hez-e-ki´ah? 2 n d Kings 20:1-11 Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah, unquoted in the quotation of this psalm at his entrance into Jerusalem Matthew 21:69; Mark 11:7-11
44
Ezekiel 44:1-3; Mes-si´ah entering Jerusalem on an ass Matthew 21:5-7
45
Ezekiel 44:1-3; compare the dry land of the Red Sea at the Exodus 14:21-28
41
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and You became my salvation.

⇒

22.

The stone that the builders rejected

has become the head of the corner.46

↩

23.

This has come from Jehovah,

it is wonderful in our eyes!
24.

This is the day that Jehovah has made;

we will celebrate and rejoice in it!

⇐

25.

Ah, now, Jehovah, do save, please!

Ah, now, Jehovah, do grant success now!



psalmist (speaking for God and the Mes-si´ah )––––– welcoming people of Jerusalayim

≻

26.

Blessed be the One coming in the Name of Jehovah;

47 

↪ We have blessed YOU people of the house of Jehovah.
27.

Jehovah is the Divine One,

and He has given us light.48

≺ FASTEN a wreath of boughs on the sacrifice,49 O YOU people,
– as far as the horns of the altar.50



Almighty God ––––– Psalmist

⇐

You are my God, and I shall laud You;
My God – I shall raise You on high.
28.



≺

29.

Exodus 15:2 (victory song of Moses)

Give thanks to Jehovah, YOU people, for He is good;

for His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.

119
Acrostic psalm, with each verse of the eight beginning with the appropriate Hebrew
letter.
The psalmist speaks as a young man who does not know all of God’s judgements – and
so falls foul – but yearns to be good! As a son of a travelling trader (v36) – a Gentile –
who hears the Law (perhaps at the 7-year reading) and is enthralled... later striving with
those who look down upon him... then finding those who treat him well... then
acceptance into the community, to speak regularly with them... then opposition... then
ageing, but still completely faithful. Finally, the sight of a man who has strayed, yet still
loves God and His commandments.
This is a truly beautiful educational and prophetic psalm!

א

1.

[A´leph]

Happy are those faultless in [their] way,

the ones walking in the law of Jehovah.

46

That is, a stone left in the ground – immoveable – but around which the entire building is eventually created! ( Matthew 21:44; Mark 12:9-10;
1 s t Peter 2:7 ) See Isaiah 28:16
47
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem
48
John 1:4-9; John 8:12
49
Some translations read “ festival procession “
50
The Mes-si´ah ends by being sacrificed ( Matthew 21:8; Mark 11:8; John 12:12-13 )
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2.

Happy are those preserving His testimonies [scribes as well as individuals],

those who have sought Him with their whole heart –
3.

really they have not practised unrighteousness,

they have walked in His ways.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐ 4. You have commissioned Your statutes to be carefully guarded.
5.

O if only my ways were directed [“if I were directed to work at” – that is, as a priest or scribe]

to guard Your instructions!
6.

In that case I should not be ashamed  when I look to all Your commandments.51

7.

I shall laud You in uprightness of heart

when I have learned Your righteous rulings.
8.

I will keep Your regulations;

O do not leave me entirely.

בּ

[Bet]

⇐ 9. How will a young man52 cleanse his path?
by keeping guard according to Your word.
10.

I have searched for You with my whole heart!

do not make me stray from Your commandments;
11.

I have hidden53 Your word [deep] within my heart

so that I may not sin against You.

⇐

12.

Blessed You are, O Jehovah!

Teach me Your regulations.
13.

I have recounted all the judicial rulings of Your mouth

with my lips,54
14.

I am elated over the way [spirit] of Your testimonies [speech of others about God]

as [I am] over all [forms of] valuable things!
15.

I will ponder over Your statutes,

and show respect55 for Your paths –
16.

I shall revel in Your statutes! –

I shall not forget Your word.

17.

Act kindly toward Your servant,

ג

[Gi´mel]

so that I may live and may keep Your word.

51

Possibly as a result of hearing God’s Law read out publicly in the 7 t h year Deuteronomy 31:12-14 this young man who sins through not knowing
God’s commandments now has a keen conscience keen and feels aggrieved at his failure to date
52
A young man
53
Secretly keeps his love of God’s word – his family or associates have no inclination toward Jehovah – a foreigner? A wayward soul wishing to
return to God, but unsure how to survive if he does?
54
...spoken as the man who was so impressed to hear the word bei ng spoken
55
“show respect”... “revelling in...” – this is someone unacquainted with Gid in his family, not nurtured in God’s ways, but has discovered them
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18.

Open my eyes, that I may examine the finer parts of Your Law [Torah].

19.

I am a foreigner in the land...

do not conceal Your commandments from me.
20.

My soul is crushed with the [unfulfilled] desire

for Your judicial rulings all the time.
21.

You have rebuked the arrogant, the cursed ones

who stray from Your commandments...
22.

Remove the reproach56 and contempt from upon me

[ – a foreigner ]

for I have cherished Your testimonies.
23.

Although princes have sat and have spoken together against me,

Your servant concerned himself with Your statutes.
24.

Your testimonies also are my delight,

– my counsel from men.57

⇐

ד
25.

[Da´leth]

My soul has cleaved to the very dust! 58

Make me alive according to Your word...!
26.

I have recounted my own ways, and You have answered me.

[Now...]
27.

teach me Your statutes,

make me understand the way [the spirit] of Your commandments,

so that I may concern myself with Your wonderful works.
28.

My soul has melted with grief;

raise me up with Your word...!
29.

remove the false way [the spirit of untruth] from me

and favour me with Your Law.
30.

I have chosen the way [the spirit] of faithfulness,

I have laid out Your rulings plainly
31.

[for myself]

I have cleaved to Your testimonies.

O Jehovah, do not put me to shame [“fail to respond to me”].
32.

I shall run [tread with a zealous spirit] the very way of Your commandments,

because You make my heart have the room. 59

ה

33.

[Hey]

Teach me to flow smoothly, O Jehovah, in the way of Your regulations,

that I may observe it [the way, the spirit] down to the last.
34.

56
57
58
59

Make me understand, that I may safeguard Your Law

Possibly arrogant discrimination Deuteronomy 31:12 -14
He has eavesdropped on the conversations of God by Hebrews, and takes counsel from what he hears!
The young man has been discouraged from being near Hebrews, because he is a foreigner
Less a secret hidden love of God – as previously – but more affecting to his whole personality
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and that I may keep it with the whole heart.
35.

Make me tread in the established path of Your commandments,

for I have taken delight in it!
36.

Incline my heart to Your testimonies,

and not to profits60 –
37.

avert my eyes from seeing worthlessness –

make me alive in Your way [course of life for God’s people].
38.

Constitute Your word for Your servant [“let me become a proselyte”]

who is reverent to You,
39.

turn away the reproach levelled at me – which I dread! –

for Your rulings are good!
40.

Look! I have longed for Your commandments;

make me alive in Your righteousness!

ו

41.

[Vav]

And may Your loving-kindnesses come to me, O Jehovah,

Your salvation! according to Your word,61
42.

that I may answer the one reproaching me with a word [patronising use of Law against a foreigner] –

for I have trusted in Your word –
43.

and do not take away from my mouth the word of truth entirely,

for I have waited [patiently] for Your judicial decisions
44.

and I will keep Your law constantly

to time indefinite, even forever.
45.

And so I will walk about in any direction [not confined by bigotry],

for I have frequented Your commandments.
46.

I will also speak [within the groups giving] testimonies of You –

[even]
47.

before kings! – and I shall not be ashamed,

and I shall revel in Your commandments

which I have loved.
48.

And I shall raise my palms to Your commandments which I have loved,

and I will ponder on Your regulations.

49.

Remember the word to Your servant,

ז

[Za´yin]

upon which You have led me to hope.
50.

This is my comfort in my misery,

for Your word has revived me.

60

Pointer to the author of the Psalm? A son of a travelling merchant? Compare with apostle Le´vi Matthew 9: 9; Mark 2:14
One law for foreigner and for Hebrew, and the foreigner should neither be oppressed nor discouraged from God’s Law Exodus 12:48-49; Exodus
22:21-23; Leviticus 19:33-34
61
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51.

The arrogant ones have mocked me to the extreme...

[...but]
52.

I have not deviated from Your law.

I have remembered Your judicial rulings of old, O Jehovah,

and I have found comfort for myself.
53.

A glowing anger took hold of me because of the wicked

[apostate Hebrews]

who forsake Your law –
54.

Your regulations have become as melodies to me in my lodging house.

55.

I have brought to mind Your Name [even] in the night, O Jehovah,

and I will keep Your law;
56.

even this has become mine!

because I have preserved Your orders.

ח



[Chehth]

Gentile psalmist ––––– Hebrews round about him

≺

57.

Jehovah is my share!

⇐ I have promised to keep Your words.
58.

I have softened Your face with all

[my]

heart;

show me favour according to Your word...
59.

I have considered my ways [former way of life],

so that I may turn my feet back to Your testimonies –
60.

I hurried and did not delay to keep Your commandments.

61.

The very ropes of the wicked ones surrounded me62

[but]
62.

I did not forget Your law.

I have risen [even] at midnight to give thanks to You

for Your righteous judicial rulings.
63.

I am companion to all those who fear You,

and of those keeping Your commandments.
64.

Your loving-kindness, O Jehovah, has filled the earth!

[so]

teach me Your regulations.

ט

65.

[Tehth]

You have dealt pleasantly with Your servant,

O Jehovah, according to Your word.
66.

Teach me wise discretion and knowledge,63

for I trust in Your commandments.
67.

Before I was under affliction I was erring [sinning by mistake],

but now I have kept Your word.

62
63

This proselyte has a fine spirit – even the same spirit of David, by quoting him Psalm 18:3-6
A proselyte following the heart of King Sol´o -mon 1 s t Kings 3:9; or an earlier King David 1 s t Kings 2:6
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68.

You are good, and You do good –

teach me Your regulations.
69.

The arrogant have smeared me with falsehood64...

[but]
70.

[my]

heart.

Their heart has become unfeeling just like fat,

[but]
71.

I shall guard Your commandments with all
I revel in Your Law.

It is good for me that I have been afflicted,

In order that I may learn [practical application of] Your regulations65 –
72.

the law of Your mouth is good for me,

more so than thousands of pieces of gold and silver!

י

73.

[Yohdh]

Your Own hands have made me, and established me

[as I am]

–

make me understand, that I may learn Your commandments.66
74.

Those fearing You will rejoice when they see me,

because I have waited upon Your word [instead of acting for himself].
75.

I well know, O Jehovah, that Your judicial rulings are righteousness

and that You have afflicted me with faithfulness.67
76. [so]

may Your loving-kindness now serve to comfort me,

according to Your word to Your servant –
77.

let Your mercies come to me, that I may keep on living;

for Your law is my delight!
78.

Let the arrogant ones be ashamed, for they have misled me without cause;

[but]
79.

68 

I will concern myself with Your commandments.

Let those who fear You turn back to me,

...those who also know Your reminders.69
80.

Let my heart prove faultless in Your statutes

so that I may not be ashamed. 70

כ

81.

[Kaph]

My soul has pined away for Your salvation;

as I waited for Your word...
82.

my eyes have pined away for Your saying,

64

A proselyte suffering the same way as David Psalm 31:13-18
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah Hebrews 4:15
66
Sentiments of the Christ Philippians 2:5-8 – even purer than those of Job, who upheld his own righteou sness rather than ask for understanding
Job 5:8
67
Though beautiful – especially when it comes by God’s blessing – the quality of faithfulness is an affliction when other are intent on deriding
and breaking it
68
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Job 19:27-28; John 15:25
69
The same feelings which Saul ( Paul ) would have expressed when he converted to Christianity in the face of those he had earl ier persecuted
Acts 9:13-14; Acts 9:26
70
Psalm 25:2
65
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while I say:

⇐ ‘When will You comfort me?’
83.

for I have become like a skin bottle in the smoke

[blackened and shrivelled].

yet I have not forgotten Your regulations.
84.

How many are the days of Your servant?

when will You execute judgement against those persecuting me?
85.

The arrogant have excavated pitfalls to get me...

those [whose law is] not like Your law.
86.

All Your commandments are firm;

they have persecuted me without cause. 71  O help me!
87.

In a little while they would have exterminated me in the earth;

but I did not leave Your commandments.
88.

Restore me according to Your loving-kindness,

so that I may keep the reminder of Your mouth.

ל

89.

[La´medh]

Your word is stationed in the Heavens, O Jehovah,

to time indefinite –
90.

Your faithfulness is for generation after generation –

You set up the earth, and it will keep standing;
91.

they have stood [until] today because of Your judicial rulings,

for they are all Your servants.
92.

If Your law had not been my delight,

I should have perished in my misery.
93.

I shall not forget Your commandments to time indefinite,

because by them You have made me live!
94.

I am Yours. O save me!

for I have walked in [the way of] Your commandments.
95.

The wicked have waited for me, in order to destroy me,

[but]
96.

I keep showing myself attentive to Your reminders –

I have seen the limit to all “perfection”

but Your commandment is too wide [to see its extent].

97.

How I do [indeed] love Your Law!

מ

[Mem]

all day long it is my concern.72
98.

71
72

Your commandments have made me wiser than my enemies,

Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Job 19:27-28; John 15:25
Psalm 71:15
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because they [the commandments] are mine to time indefinite –
99.

...I have come to have more insight than all my teachers73 

because Your reminders are as a prayer to me –
100.

...I have more understanding than older men

because I have observed Your commandments.
101.

I have restrained my feet from every evil pathway

so that I may keep Your word,
102.

I have not turned aside from Your judicial rulings –

for You Yourself have instructed me!
103.

How smooth Your words have been to my palate,

more so than honey to my mouth.
104.

I behave with understanding owing to Your commandments –

that is why I have hated every false pathway.

נ

[Nun]

105.

Your word is a lamp to my foot, and a light to my roadway.

106.

I have made a sworn statement – and I will confirm it [carry it out] –

74

to keep Your righteous judicial rulings.

⇐

107.

I have been greatly afflicted;

O Jehovah, preserve me alive! according to Your word.
108.

Accept now with pleasure the offerings of my mouth, O Jehovah,

and teach me Your judicial rulings.
109.

My soul is in my palm constantly [starvation],

but I have not forgotten Your law.
110.

The wicked have set a trap for me, 75 

but I have not strayed from Your commandments –
111.

I have taken Your reminders as a possession to time indefinite,

for they are my heart’s desire!
112.

I have inclined my heart to practice Your regulations

to time indefinite, down to the last.

113.

I hate the half-hearted ones,

ס

[Sa´mekh]

but I love Your Law.
114.

You are my place of concealment and my shield –

I have waited on Your word.

73
74
75

see Luke 2:46
Placing the credit on Jehovah for the light, sustained by the line of David 1 s t Kings 11:36 proffered by parents Proverbs 6:23
Pharisees attempt to trap Jesus Matthew 22:15-25
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psalmist ––––– opposers

≺

115.

GET away from me, YOU evildoers,

for I will keep the commandments of my God.

⇐

116.

Support me according to Your word, that I may keep living,

and do not put me to shame for my hope.
117.

Sustain me, that I may be saved,

and I shall gaze upon Your regulations constantly.
118.

You have classed together all those straying from Your regulations;

for their trickiness [deceit, scheming, disingenuousness] is falsehood.
119.

You remove all the wicked ones of the earth as if they were scummy dross,

therefore I love Your reminders76.
120.

My flesh bristles in reverence of You,

and I revere Your judicial rulings.

ע

121.

[A´yin]

I have carried out [Your] judgement and righteousness.

O do not abandon me to those who oppress me!
122.

Act as a surety for Your servant for what is good.

May the arrogant ones not oppress me.
123.

My eyes have pined away for Your salvation

and for words of Your righteousness.
124.

Do with Your servant according to Your loving-kindness,

and teach me Your regulations.
125.

I am Your servant. Give me discernment77

that I may understand Your reminders.
126.

It is the time for Jehovah to act 

127.

that is why I love Your commandments

[because]

they have broken Your law –

more than gold, even refined gold;
128.

that is why I esteem all commandments to be right in all things;

I hate every false pathway.

129.

Your reminders are wonderful.

פ

[Pey]

That is why my soul has preserved them.
130.

The very disclosure [the actual giving] of Your words gives light,

giving understand [even] to the foolish
131.

76
77

I opened wide my mouth... and gasped!

The reminders – and his appreciation of them – prevent him from being cast aside like “scummy dross”
Spirit of Sol´o-mon 2 n d Chronicles 1:10-12
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because I have longed for Your commandments.
132.

Turn to me and show me favour,

the privilege [reserved] toward those loving Your Name.
133.

Fix my own steps solidly in Your saying,

and do not let any wicked thing dominate over me.78
134.

Redeem me from any injury by man,

and I will keep Your commandments.
135.

Make Your face shine upon Your servant,79

and teach me Your regulations.
136.

Rivers of water have fallen from my eyes

over the fact that they have not kept Your law...

137.

You are righteous, O Jehovah,

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

and Your judicial rulings are upright.
138.

You have commanded Your reminders in righteousness

and in great faithfulness.
139.

My zeal has consumed me

because my adversaries have forgotten Your words. 
140.

Your word is very refined

and Your servant loves it.

⇐

141.

I am insignificant and despised,

[but]
142.

I have not forgotten Your commandments;

Your righteousness is righteousness to time indefinite,

and Your Law is truth.80
143.

Dire straits and anguish found me,

[but]
144.

Your commandments were my delight!

The righteousness of Your reminders is to time indefinite –

give me understanding so that I may keep living.

145.

I have called with [my] whole heart:

ק

[Qohph]

≻ ‘ Answer me, O Jehovah, I will preserve Your regulations.’
146.

I have called upon You:

≻ ‘O save me! and I will protect Your reminders.’
147.

78
79
80

I rose early before dawn, that I may cry for help...

Matthew 6:13
Numbers 6:24-26
John 18:38; John 8:31-32
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I waited for Your words;
148.

– my eyes have been open [even] before the night watches!

in order to ponder over Your word.
149.

O do hear my voice according to Your loving-kindness.

O Jehovah, preserve me alive according to Your judicial ruling.
150.

Those who zealously practice bad conduct draw near...

they are far away from Your Law...
151. [but]

You are [already] near, O Jehovah,

and all Your commandments are truth.
152. [Since]

long ago I have known of Your reminders,81

for You established them until time indefinite.

ר

153.

[Rehsh]

O see my affliction and remove it from upon me,

for I do not forget Your Law.
154.

O do contend my legal case and so release me;

preserve me alive in accord with Your word.
155.

Salvation is far away from the wicked ones,

for they have not walked in [the way / spirit of] Your regulations.
156.

Many are Your mercies, O Jehovah.

preserve me alive according to Your judicial rulings;
157.

...many are my persecutors and my adversaries,

[Yet]
158.

I have not deviated from Your reminders.

I have seen those who are devious in their dealings

and I feel a loathing because they did not keep Your word.
159.

O see Jehovah, that I have loved Your commandments!

preserve me alive according to Your loving-kindness.
160.

The substance of Your word is truth,

and every righteous judicial decision of Yours will endure to time indefinite.

שׁ

161.

[Shin]

Princes have persecuted me for no cause,

but my heart has stood in awe of Your words.
162.

I rejoice over Your word

– just as one does when finding much spoil!
163.

I have hated – and do [indeed] continue – to detest lying,

[but]
164.

81

I love Your Law.

Seven times a day I praise You because of Your righteous rulings;

Showing a much later age of the psalmist from the first, now that the psalm has progressed
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165. [there

is]

abundant peace for those who love Your Law,

and there is no stumbling block for them.
166.

I have hoped expectantly for Your salvation, O Jehovah,

and I have carried out Your commandments,
167.

my soul has kept Your reminders

and I love them exceedingly!
168.

I have kept Your commandments and Your reminders,

for all my ways are before You!

[“I hide nothing”]

ת

169.

[Tav]

May my entreating cry come near before You, O Jehovah,

make me understand according to Your word;
170.

– may my request for favour enter in before You,

O deliver me according to Your word;
171.

– may my lips gush forth with praise!

because You have taught me Your regulations;
172.

– may my tongue sing forth Your saying,

for all Your commandments are righteousness [itself]!
173.

...may Your hand serve to help me,

for I have chosen Your commandments,
174.

I have longed for Your salvation, O Jehovah,

and Your Law is my delight!
175.

May my soul keep living and praising You,

and may Your judicial rulings protect me.
176.

I have wandered like a lost sheep... O search for Your servant,

for I have not forgotten Your commandments.82
A Song of the Ascents [or “degrees” – likely meaning “steps”].

120

The psalmist laments the spiritual degeneration of his Hebrew brothers – slanderers,
with no conscience, unwilling to mend their relations with him.
Possibly David on the run from Saul.
1.

I called to Jehovah in my distress83...

and He answered me!




82
83

Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

2.

O Jehovah, deliver my soul from

[those bearing]

false lips, from the tricky tongue.

psalmist ––––– slanderers

⇒ 3. What would one [need to] give to you, and what would augment you, O you tricky tongue?

Strayed for whatever reason... but still in love with God and His commandments! Matthew 18:12-14; Luke 15:3-10
“in my distress” or “in the distress of those who are my own”
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↩ 4. Sharpened arrows of a warrior, with burning coals of the broom trees!
5.

Woe to me, for I have resided as an alien in Me´shech!84

I have tabernacled together with the tents of Ke´dar!85 [Ish´ma-el-ites]
6.

My soul has tabernacled for too long with the haters of peace;

7.

I stand for peace; but when I speak, they are for war!
A Song for the Ascents.

121

This psalm is an interchange between two individuals – possibly David and his Lord:
the pre-human Christ (Psalm 110) – or one fleeing and a spiritual advisor, possibly
David, one who had experience enough of fleeing to the mountains to be able to
encourage the other man. Since the tone suggests longevity of blessing, the former
pairing is adopted here as most likely – placing the Mes-si´ah as also reliant on God for
his own support.
The psalmist on the run, afraid of heat-stroke and exposure if he flees to the mountains...
is assured that God will help him – protecting and defending him, guarding his footstep.



Pre-human Christ ––––– David

⇐ 1. ...If I raise my eyes to the mountains, from where will my help come...?
↪ 2. My help comes from Jehovah! the Maker of heaven and earth.
3.

He will not allow your86 foot to slip – the One guarding you cannot slumber.

4.

Look! the One Who guards Israel will neither slumber nor sleep,

5.

Jehovah is guarding you; Jehovah is your shade on your right hand

6.

The sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night87 –

7.

Jehovah will protect you from all calamity; He will guard your soul.

8.

Jehovah Himself will guard your going out and your coming in

[side]

–

from now on and to time indefinite.
A Song of the Ascents.
Of David.

122

This psalm is the text for the stirring song “I was Glad”.
The psalmist is after David – as it speaks of the “throneS” of the house of David, and of
going up to the house of Jehovah which his son built after his death.
Possibly a song of delight at a Passover – by Hez-e-ki´ah or Jo-si´ah – to which all of
Israel were invited, thus the delight! This appears to be sung by an Israelite, who –
having been in conflict with Judah for years – now prays for peace on Jerusalayim for
the sake of his brothers! As he realises that unity of brothers is peaceful and beautiful.
1.

I rejoiced when they said to me:
‘Let us go to the house of Jehovah.’



84
85
86
87

Israelite psalmist ––––– Jerusalayim

⇒ 2. Our feet were standing within your gates, O Jerusalayim.
3.

Jerusalayim [both hills:

4.

to which the tribes have gone up – the tribes of Jah! – as a reminder to Israel to give thanks to the

Mt Mo-ri´ah and Mt Zion ]

is built like a city, joined together in unity,

Perhaps metaphorically – Me´shech is the mountainous terrain of Cap -pa-do´ci-a and so might imply being on the run in the mountains of Israe l
The psalmist likens some of his slanderous Hebrew brothers with the worst sort of adversaries
Singular – this is a quiet, confidential psalm of encouragement as to an isolated soul who is in need of support
Sun-stroke and dehydration are the daytime danger, and being visible to ones enemies by moonlight is the night -time danger
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Name of Jehovah.
5.

For the thrones for judgement have been sitting there, thrones for the house of David [in Mt. Zion].



psalmist ––––– people of Israel on the same occasion

≺

6.

ASK for the peace of Jerusalayim, YOU people.

Those loving you, [O city,] will be free from care.
7.

May peace continue within your rampart,

and prosperity [freedom from care, security] within your palaces –
8.



for the sake of my brothers and my companions I will now say:88

psalmist ––––– Jerusalayim

≺ May there be peace within you.
9.

For the sake of the house of Jehovah our God I will keep seeking good for you.
A Song of the Ascents.

123

The psalmist shows how to approach God for help – with sincere eyes, confident but
waiting for the help from above, needed help from the surfeit of abuse which is breaking
the spirit of the people



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐ 1. I have raised my eyes to You, O You Who dwells in the heavens.
2.

Behold! as the eyes of servants are toward the hand of their master

[and]

as the eyes of a maidservant are toward the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes are toward Jehovah our God until He shows favour toward us.

≻

3.

Show us favour, O Jehovah, show us favour;

for we have been overly glutted with contempt.
4.

Our soul has been greatly glutted with the derision of the haughty ones,

of the contempt of the arrogant ones.
A Song of the Ascents.
Of David.

124

David delights that Israel – fractured and left to its own devices in the past, after years
of effort to unite it with Judah and the house of David – now gives its thanks to God!
And shows how close it came to being consumed in a trap of independence



All Israel

⇒ 1. ‘Had it not been that Jehovah proved to be for us’,
Israel has now said
2.

‘Had it not been that Jehovah proved to be for us

when men rose up against us,
3.

then they would have swallowed us alive,

in the heat of their anger against us;
4.

88

...then the waters would have gushed over us,

See the sentiments of Psalm 133
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the torrent would have passed over our head...
5.

then the waters of the arrogant ones would have passed over our soul.

≺

6.

Blessed be Jehovah, Who has not given us as prey to their teeth.

⇒ 7. Our soul escaped – like a bird from the net of the trappers.
The net has been torn! – and we have escaped.
8.

Our help is in the Name of Jehovah, the Maker of heaven and earth.’
A Song of the Ascents.

125

Written while the house of Saul and the house of David continued at strife – between
David taking Jerusalayim, and the unification of all tribes under the house of David
Israel is beset with oppression – by people who do not respect God’s Law. There ways
are attractive, profitable, appeal to the baser instincts for lawlessness among the people
– and they are gaining converts from among Israel.
The psalmist points toward Jerusalayim and Mt. Zion – with their seclusion, their
relative calm – to encourage those of Israel to call to God for help, and He will drive out
the oppressors – and those Israelites who have adopted their ways
1.

Those trusting in Jehovah are like Mount Zion!

which cannot be made to slide, but remains to time indefinite –
2.

As mountains are all around Jerusalayim,

so Jehovah is all around His people from now on and to time indefinite –
3.

for the rod of wickedness will not continue lain upon the lot of the righteous ones,

that the righteous ones may not thrust out their hands toward wrongdoing.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

4.

O do good, O Jehovah, to the good ones,

and to those upright in their hearts.
5.

...As for those who turn to adopt their crooked ways,

Jehovah will march them away along with those [oppressors who bear the rod] who contrive lawlessness.
...But peace will come upon Israel.
A Song of the Ascents.

126

The psalmist (possibly A´saph the forester) speaks of the return of people after the exile
to Babylon.
God induces Cyrus to return the property looted from the Temple... and the nations are
astonished at his decree to release the Hebrews! The Hebrews call for their own release
– as the temple building continues – and those exiles will return with large families!
1.

When Jehovah returned the property of Zion,89 we thought we were dreaming...

2.

then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with a joyful cry!

and those [Gentiles] among the nations said:
‘Jehovah has done great things with them.’
3.

Jehovah has done great things with us!

we are joyful!

89

Return from Babylon
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Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

4.

Do return our captives, O Jehovah, like streambeds in the Neg´eb.90

5.

Those sowing seed – with tears – will [nevertheless] reap with a joyful cry!

6.

the one who goes forth, weeping, while carrying a bag-full of seed,

will without fail come in with a joyful cry, bearing his sheaves!
A Song of the Ascents.
Of Sol´o-mon.

127

Possibly a condemnation of Sol´o-mon.
He built the temple and built Jacob into a mighty empire, but his successor son – Re-hobo´am – immediately brought the break-up of the kingdom. Sol´o-mon acquired great
riches, but his sons did not maintain the nation as one, because he worked for riches
rather than instilling God’s ways in his children.
1.

Unless Jehovah Himself builds the house, those who build it toil in vain;

unless Jehovah Himself guards the city, the watchmen guard it in vain.



Psalmist ––––– men of Jerusalayim

≺

2.

It is futile for YOU men to rise up early,

to delay going to bed [work long hours to make a living] to eat bread of toil.
for He [God] gives [this] to His beloved – during his sleep!91
3.

Look! Sons [not riches] are an inheritance from Jehovah; the fruitage of the belly is his reward.

4.

Sons born in your youth are like arrows in the hand of a mighty man –

5.

happy is the warrior that has filled his quiver with them!

They [such “warrior” men] will not be ashamed, for they [their sons] will speak with enemies in the gate.
A Song of the Ascents.

128

Blessing from God on those “of Zion” – respecting God’s arrangement – for they will
have peace and a long and happy life.
Prophetic of the call to follow the Mes-si´ah, God’s king
1.

Happy is everyone fearing Jehovah, [everyone] who walks in His ways,

2.

for you will eat the toil of your hands.

You will be happy and life will be good to you.
3.

Your wife will be like a fruitful vine at the side of your house,

your sons will be like slips [sucker plants feeding off the stem] of olive trees all around your table.
4.

Look! that is how the man will be blessed who fears Jehovah.

5.

Jehovah will bless you [who are] of Zion.

and you will see the goodness of Jerusalayim all the days of your life,
6.

and will see the sons of your sons! – and peace upon Israel.

90

Although the Neg´eb is bone -dry, there are many dry torrent valleys there, carved by rains in earlier times, which occasionally water like a
myriad of veins in a leaf
91
Exodus 16:13
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A Song of the Ascents.

129

All of Israel announces that those who exploit Zion will not flourish



All Israel

≺

1.

‘They have distressed me many a time from my youth’,

Israel has now said:
2.

They have distressed me many a time from my youth

yet they have not prevailed against me.
3.

Plough-men have carved over my back –

they lengthened their furrows...
4. [but]

Jehovah is righteous: He has severed the ropes of the wicked ones..

5.

All those hating Zion will be ashamed and turn themselves back,

6.

they will become like grass of the roofs which withers before it can grow –

7.

with which the reaper does not fill his hand, nor anyone gathering sheaves fill his own bosom –

8.

neither will those passing by say [to them]:



passers by ––––– haters of Zion

≺ ‘The blessing of Jehovah be upon YOU men.
We bless YOU in the Name of Jehovah.’
A Song of the Ascents.

130

Possibly set during the 70 years of the Babylonian exile. The psalmist tells Israel to be
patient – as he has been calling to God – for God gives true repentance, something truly
valuable!



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

1.

I cried out to You from the depths, O Jehovah.

≻

2.

“O Jehovah, do hear my voice.

Let Your ears be attentive to the call of my entreaties.”

5.

3.

If You kept account of errors, O Jah, [then] O Jehovah, who could stand?!

4.

for there is the [true] forgiveness with You, in order that You may be revered.

I rely on Jehovah, my soul relies greatly

and I wait patiently for His word.
6.



My soul [has waited] for Jehovah from morning to morning.92
Psalmist ––––– Israel

≺

KEEP waiting for Jehovah, O Israel, for there is loving-kindness with Jehovah and redemption
with Him – in abundance!
7.

8.

92

and He will redeem Israel [the nation] from all its sins!

Literally: “from one set of watchmen of the morning to another set of watchmen of the morning”
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A Song of the Ascents.
Of David.

131

A humble psalm! Possibly set while David is on the run. Though having been anointed
by the prophet Samuel, married into the royal household, lauded by the public and loved
by the kings own son, David is now on the run and has seemingly lost everything.
He speaks of the privileges appropriate for the anointed king – but that his spirit is
soothed by weaning off his status of a fugitive, and he does not have any airs and graces.
He finally urges Israel – in turmoil under mad king Saul – to also wait on Jehovah.



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (David)

≻

1.

O Jehovah, my heart is not haughty,

nor are my eyes lofty;
nor have I walked in things too great,
nor in things too wonderful for me.
2.

Surely I have soothed and quieted my soul;

like a weanling upon his mother,
my soul is like a weanling upon me.
3.

Let Israel wait for Jehovah

from now on and to time indefinite.
A Song of the Ascents.

132

The psalmist – possibly Za´dok the priest (v10) or Nathan93 the prophet – asks for God’s
blessing on activities in moving and servicing the Ark of the Covenant at the newlyarranged site for the tabernacle on Mt. Zion. He cites David’s vow to bring it there, and
God’s Own yearning for Him to dwell there



Almighty God ––––– psalmist (Za´dok the priest ?)

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, remember all the afflictions upon David,
2.

How he swore to Jehovah –

how he vowed to the Powerful One of Jacob:



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 3. ‘I will not go into the tent of my house.
I will not go up on the couch of my bed,
4.

I will not let my eyes sleep

Nor my eyelids slumber,
5.

Until I find a place for Jehovah,

a grand tabernacle for the Powerful One of Jacob.’ 94



People hearing the news –––––

⇒ 6. Look! We heard [about] it [the report] in Eph´ra-thah... [beyond (S. of) Beth´le-hem]
↩ ...we found out about it in the fields of the forest!
↻ 7. Let us come into His grand tabernacle, let us bow down at His footstool! [r13]

93

Nathan the prophet 2 n d Samuel 7:1-13
2 n d Samuel 7:2; 1 s t Chronicles 15:1-3; Compare with the sentiments of U -ri´ah the Hit´tite 2 n d Samuel 11:11 and the haters of apostle Paul Acts
23:12-13
94
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⇐ 8. Do arise, O Jehovah, to Your resting-place,
You and the Ark of Your strength.
9.

Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness [again]

and let Your Own loyal ones cry out joyfully!
10.

For the sake of David Your servant,

do not turn back the face of Your anointed one
11.

[possibly Za´dok the priest].

Jehovah has sworn95 to David in truth –

He will not draw back from it:
‘I shall set the fruit of your belly upon your throne.
12.

If your sons will keep My covenant and My reminders – that I shall teach them –

[then]
13.

their sons will [also] sit upon your throne, forever.’

– for Jehovah has chosen Zion;96

He has desired it as a dwelling for Himself:



Almighty God –––––

≺

14.

This is My resting-place forever;

I shall dwell here, for I have longed for it.
15.

Without fail I shall bless its provisions,

I shall satisfy its poor ones with bread,
16.

and I shall clothe its priests with salvation;

and its loyal ones will certainly cry out joyfully.
17.

I shall cause the horn of David to grow there.

I have set in order a lamp for My anointed one.97
18.

I shall clothe his enemies with shame,

but his diadem will flourish upon him.

133

A Song of the Ascents.
Of David.
David gives thanks for a united kingdom! All tribes undivided under the house of David,
with no opposition from the house of Saul.

1.

See how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity! 98

It is like the good oil upon the head that is running down upon the beard – Aaron’s beard – that runs
down to the collar of his garments
2.

3.

like the consecrated99 dew that descends upon the mountains of Zion...

95

2 n d Samuel 7:12-16
Zion is the mountain of the city of David – not Mo-ri´ah, upon which the Temple was to be sited. God is saying that He will reside in the place
of the king, not the seat of worship – a pointer to His close association with the King who overlooks the Temple: the Mes -si´ah who was to come
as the son of David Isaiah 24:23
97
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah John 8:12
98
See the sentiments of an Israelite during the division, going up to Jerusalem and yearning for unity Psalm 122
99
Often translated as “the dew of Her´mon, and as the dew which descends upon Mt. Zion” – but the text reads “as the Her´mon dew which
descends upon Mt. Zion”. Her´mon is 100 miles north, so its dew cannot descend upon Mt. Zion. However Her´mon means “abrupt , consecrated,
devoted” which makes David’s meaning clear. See Proverbs 19:12 regarding the wrath of the king, and his benevolence
96
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for Jehovah commanded100 the blessing [to be] there, [even] life! to time indefinite.
A Song of the Ascents.

134

A psalm upholding the privilege of Zion and those inhabiting it
1.

BLESS Jehovah all YOU servants of Jehovah who stand in the house of Jehovah during the nights.

2.

Raise YOUR hands in holiness and bless Jehovah.

3.

Jehovah the Maker of heaven and earth will bless you [O man] of Zion.

135
A psalm of praise and delight in the courtyard of God.
The psalmist praises God’s kindness – giving Jacob a place in His heart, and giving
Israel as a land for Jacob – because God does all that He delights in... But this powerful
God will also judge Jacob, and will sigh in regret over the idols throughout Israel. So
the psalmist urges the newly-united kingdom to bless God – the true God, the REAL
God, the God of Zion – who dwells in Jerusalayim



psalmist ––––– priests and Le´vites

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!! Praise the Name of Jehovah,

Offer praise, YOU servants of Jehovah,
2.

YOU who stand in the house of Jehovah, in the courtyards of the house of our God.

3.

Praise Jah, for Jehovah is good,

make melody to His Name, for it is pleasant.
4.

5.

for Jah chose Jacob for Himself, Israel as His special property.101

For I myself well know that Jehovah is great

and [our Lord is] is Lord of all [other] gods.
6.

Jehovah has done all that He delights [to do]102

in the heavens and in the earth, in the seas and all the watery deeps:
7.

He causes vapours to ascend from the extremity of the earth...

He makes lightnings for the rain...
He is bringing forth the wind from His storehouses...103
8.

He Who struck down the firstborn ones of Egypt,

of [both] man and beast...



psalmist ––––– Egypt

≺

9.

He sent signs and miracles into your midst, O Egypt!

upon Phar´aoh and upon all his servants.
10.

He Who struck down many nations and killed powerful kings –

11.

even Si´hon the king of the Am´or-ites and Og the king of Ba´shan104

and all the kingdoms of Ca´naan –
12.

100
101
102
103
104

and gave their land as an inheritance: an inheritance to His people Israel.

Isaiah 24:23
The people – Jacob – and the land – Israel
Psalm 115:3
Jeremiah 10:13
Numbers 21:21-35
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Almighty God ––––– psalmist

≻

13.

O Jehovah, Your Name is to time indefinite!

O Jehovah, Your memorial is for generation after generation!
14.

...for Jehovah will rule [judge] His people

and He will feel regret [sigh] over His servants:
The idols of the nations are silver and gold,105 the work of mens’ hands:
16. they have a mouth, but they cannot speak;
they have eyes... but they cannot see;
17. they have ears... but they cannot hear...
neither is their spirit in their mouth.
18. Those making them are just like them, [as is] everyone who trusts in them.
15.



Psalm 115:4-8 (paraphrased)

Bless Jehovah, O house of Israel!
Bless Jehovah, O house of Aaron!
20. Bless Jehovah, O house of Le´vi!
– Bless Jehovah all YOU who fear Jehovah!
19.


21.

Psalm 115:9-11 ; Psalm 118:2-4 (paraphrased):
psalmist ––––– lovers of God

Blessed be Jehovah of Zion, Who dwells in Jerusalayim.

≺ Praise Jah!!

136


Psalmist ––––– Jacob

≺

1.

GIVE thanks to Jehovah, O YOU people, for He is good:


2.

106

––––– chorus

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;

Give thanks to the God of the gods...

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
3.

Give thanks to the Lord of the lords –

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
4.

to the One Who Alone performs great miracles,

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
5.

to the One Who makes the heavens with understanding...

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
6.

to the One stretching out the earth above the waters,

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
7.

to the One making the great lights –

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
8.

105
106

the sun as ruler by day

See Psalm 115:4
The repeated intermittent lines form a chorus surrounding the actual psalm, and have been marked accordingly
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≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
9.

the moon and the stars as rulers by night;

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
10.

to the One striking down Egypt in their firstborn ones

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
11.

and Who brought forth Israel from their midst

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
12.

by a Strong Hand and by an out-stretched Arm,107

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
13.

to the One severing the Red Sea into partitions

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
14.

and Who caused Israel to pass through its midst

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
15.

but shook Phar´aoh and his military force into the Reed Sea;

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
16.

to the One making His people walk through the wilderness.

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
17.

To the One striking down great kings

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
18.

and Who slew majestic kings –

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
19.

‘...even Si´hon the king of the Am´or-ites

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
20.

and Og the king of Ba´shan

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
21.

and Who [us] gave their land as an inheritance...’108

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
an inheritance to Israel His servant:’

22. ‘



Psalm 135:11-12

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
23.

Who remembered us during our low condition

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
24.

107
108

and Who repeatedly tears us away from our enemies.

Pre-human Mes-si´ah
Numbers 21:21-35
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≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite;
25.

...the One Who gives food to all flesh!

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.
26.

Give thanks to the God of the heavens!

≻ For His loving-kindness is to time indefinite.

137
A sad and a little disingenuous psalm – in exile, taunted by their captors, asked to sing
the Dirge for Jehovah which God prophetically provided long in advance, before they
had even crossed the Jordan to occupy the Promised Land. But their sadness – and
pride! – prevents them from carrying out that singing.
Still, they claim a love of Jerusalayim, and ask God to remember the E´dom-ites who
cheered the Babylonian aggressors... and yearn for the day that those E´dom-ites’
children will suffer as the Hebrews did.
1.

We sat down by the rivers of Babylon... [and] we wept together as we remembered Zion.

2.

We hung our harps on the willows in her midst,

3.

for that was where those holding us captive asked us to sing a song,

and our tormentors rejoiced:



Babylonians mocking ––––– exiled of Jacob

⇒ ‘SING for us one of the songs of Zion!’

4.



How can we sing the song of Jehovah109 on foreign ground?

Psalmist ––––– Jerusalayim

⇒ 5. If I should forget you, O Jerusalayim, let my right hand be forgetful [slacken];110
6.

let my tongue stick to my palate [never speak] if I were not to remember you,111

if I were not to make Jerusalayim my chief cause for rejoicing.112



Almighty God ––––– psalmist

⇐ 7. Remember, O Jehovah, the sons of E´dom113 on that [fateful] day for Jerusalayim,
who were saying:




E´dom-ites, angry against Israelites ––––– Babylonian invaders

≺ ‘LAY[it] bare! Raze [it] to its foundations!’

psalmist ––––– “daughter of Babylon”

≺

8.

O daughter

[E´dom]

of Babylon – which

[Babylon]

is to be despoiled –

happy will he be that rewards you with your own treatment with which you treated us.
9.

Happy will he be that grabs a-hold and dashes your children to pieces against the crag. 114

109

Refers to a specific song – the one which God arranged for the sons of Israel to sing when they had turned away from Him. Deuteronomy 32:1
– Dirge for Jehovah
110
Psalm 144:7-8
111
Children suffered the same because their parents forgot them... by forgetting their God Lamentations 4:3-4
112
Jeremiah 51:51
113
Obadiah 1:9-14
114
Although the overthrow of the Babylonian empire on the night of Bel -Shaz´zar’s feast was relatively benign – no great battle, no armed conflict
– still the brutality was in evidence Isaiah 13:16; Hosea 10:14
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of David.

138

Likely a codicil to Psalm 23 – a glorification above and beyond his expectations in that
psalm. Written in the times when David was on the run from King Saul, and had
occasion to seek refuge with the Phi-lis´tines... he would see their temples, but he himself
called to God, without a priest... and God began to answer him! Perhaps at this time
David began to dream of building a temple for Almighty God and bowing toward it.
David praises God, Who has acted in the past for the sake of His Name, yet His word
has proved to be for the benefit of His people, rather than to make His people bow to
Him as the gods of Phi-lis´ti-a demand.
Wistfully David sings of the unification of all people and ponders over the peaceful
security which being a lover of God has brought Him in foreseeing this glorious time!
And with heartfelt yearning calls to God to continue His education of David



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. I shall laud You with all my heart.
I shall make melody to You in front of other gods.115
2.

I shall bow down toward Your [as yet unbuilt] Holy temple, and I shall laud Your Name,

because of Your loving-kindness and because of Your trueness –
for You have magnified [elevated] Your word above Your Name; 116

5.

3.

on the day that I called... You began answering me! You made me bold with strength in my soul.

4.

All the kings of the earth will laud You, O Jehovah, when they have heard the words of Your mouth!

...and they will sing about the ways of Jehovah,

for the glory of Jehovah is great!
6.

for Jehovah is high, and yet He sees the humble one –

whereas He will only consider the lofty one from a distance.

⇐ 7. If I should walk in the midst of distress, You will preserve me alive 117 –
You will thrust out Your hand against the anger of my enemies, and Your right hand will save me.
8.

Jehovah will complete my development [“what is in my behalf”].118

⇐ O Jehovah, Your loving-kindness is to time indefinite –
do not slacken the works of Your hands!
For the director.
Of David.
A melody.

139

King David speaks in awe to God of how He knows him so very very well – that his days
were known even before they arrived, that David was pre-determined to be in special
service to God... that whatever may befall him, God could bring him back.
...Then he speaks of the wicked ones who speak against God – clearly a pressing
concern for David – but he has limited authority to repel them, and his absolute hatred
of what they are makes him a greater target for them.

115

David had, for a time, been in the presence of the Phi -lis´tines – this statement may refer to this
In truth, David should not have had the privilege of approaching God – the evidence of Saul, also anointed by the prophet Samue l, showed
that he had no right to offer sacrifice to God 1 st Samuel 13:6-13 . Nevertheless, David’s kindness to A-him´e-lech the son of A-hi´tub – the only
priest to survive King Saul’s slaughter of the priesthood 1 s t Samuel 22:12-23 – seems to have been seen favourably, and now David himself has
the privilege of approaching God. God has se e m i n g l y placed His word – His permission to David and His promise of an everlasting kingship –
before the sanctity of the law of approach to His Own Name. In reality this is hugely prophetic of the Mes -si´ah Psalm 23:3
117
Psalm 23:4
118
Psalm 23:6
116
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Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, You have examined me, and perceive...
2.

You knew my sitting down and my rising up,

You discerned my thinking from far off;
3.

You sifted my work and my rest [“my trodden-road and my lying down”] and became familiar with all my ways

4.

though there is no word on my tongue [“I have not spoken, and yet –”] – look! O Jehovah, You know all of it!119

5.

You enclose me – my past  and my future [“before and behind”] – and You have lain Your hand upon me!

6. [Your]

awareness of me is remarkable! it is so lofty that I cannot attain it –

7.

where could I go from Your spirit? and where can I run away from Your face?

8.

If I should climb up to the sky, You are there, and if I should lay down in She´ol, You would see [it];

9.

– were I to take the wings of the dawn that I might lodge at the farthest edge of the sea

10.

there too Your guidance would lead me and Your right hand would take hold of me;

11.

– and were I to say:
‘Surely darkness will overwhelm me...’ [as a cover]

then night would be light around me –
even darkness itself would not be a hide from You, but night would shine like the day does; the
darkness would shine just like the light.
12. [yes]

For You have taken hold of my soul[“my kidneys”] [r3]; You screened me off [long ago] [while] in the belly of
my mother.
13.

I shall laud You because in a fear-inspiring way I was set apart [distinguished for service] ; Your works are
marvellous, as my soul is very well aware.
14.

My bones were not hidden from You when I was made in secret, when I was woven in the lowest parts
of the earth.
15.

16.

Your eyes even saw me when as an embryo, and all my days were being written in Your scroll, as
formed – though not one among them had yet taken place.

[already]
17.

So... how precious Your thoughts are to me, O God; how great the sum of them!

18.

Were I to try to count them, they are more than even the grains of sand.

I give up... for there are yet more [of them] with You.

⇐



19.

O that You, O God, would slay the wicked one ...

David ––––– wicked men

≺ DEPART from me, YOU blood-guilty men!!
who speak mischievous things about You, enemies who have taken up [Your Name] in a
worthless way.
20. [those]

21.

Do I not hate those that hate You, O Jehovah, and do I not feel a loathing for those who oppose You?

22.

I hate them with a complete hatred! They have become enemies to me! 120

23.

Examine me thoroughly, O God, and discern my heart. Examine me, and consider my thoughts,

119

Hebrews 4:12-13
His has been cited as justification for praying for the death of others, however it should be remembered that when Ab´sa -lom died, then King
David wept profusely! 2 n d Samuel 18:33 showing how his heart had matured to value all life and mourn those which failed to grow into God’s
ways. In the same manner, the adversary will die through mis -adventure, and David’s sentiments will be a prophetic pattern for that day also
Psalm 25:19
120
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24.

and see whether there is any idolatrous way in me... and lead me in the way of time indefinite.
For the director.
A melody of David.

140


Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. Tear me from [the clutches of] bad men, O Jehovah;
May You safeguard me from the man of violent deeds,
2.

who have schemed bad things in [their] heart, who will turn aside to fight all day long.

They have sharpened their tongue like that of a serpent – the venom of the horned viper is behind their
lips.
3.

♫

Se´lah

⇐ 4. Protect me, O Jehovah, from the hands of the wicked one;
may You safeguard me from the man of violent deeds,
those who have schemed to overthrow my steps.
The arrogant ones have hidden a trap for me with ropes; they have spread out a net at the side of the
track. They have set a noose for me [“to catch my feet”]...
5.

6.



♫

Se´lah

♫

Se´lah

I have said to Jehovah:
Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ ‘You are my God.
Do give ear, O Jehovah, to the sound of my entreaties.’

⇐ 7. O Jehovah the Sovereign Lord, the strength of my salvation,
You have screened over my head in the day of battle.
8.

Do not grant the cravings of the wicked one, O Jehovah,

do not promote [bless] his evil scheme, that they may not be exalted.

9.

May the intention voiced by the chief of those surrounding me fall upon them!

– may burning coals be dropped upon them,121 may He cast them into the chasm that they may not get
up.
10.

11.

May the big talker not be firmly established in the earth;

may evil hunt the man of violence to make him flee
12.

[or “hunt him relentlessly”].

I well know that Jehovah will execute the legal claim of the afflicted one, the right of the poor ones.

⇐

13.

Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your Name; the upright ones will dwell before Your face.
A melody of David.

141

David asks for urgent assistance from God – he is surrounded by traps, whether real of
metaphorical – nooses and dead-falls, or the snare of a corrupted manner. The judges
fashioned in the character of lawless-minded ones will be cast away – thrown from a

121

See Proverbs 25:21-22; Romans 12:20
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cliff edge – and then they listen to David’s mild words, just like the Christ – ...and yet he
is still amongst bad men, and vulnerable



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, I have called upon You.
Do make haste to me, do give ear to my voice when I call to You.
May my prayer be raised up as incense before You – [and] the raising up of my palms as the evening
grain offering.
2.

⇐ 3. Place watchfulness before my mouth, O Jehovah, watch over the door of my lips.
4.

Do not allow my heart to reach toward anything bad

so as to carry on wicked deeds with men who are practising lawlessness,
that I may not feed myself on their delicacies [things which satisfy their perverse amusement].
5.

– if the righteous one were to strike me, it would be a loving-kindness;

and should he reprove me, it would be oil upon the head –
which my head would not refuse –
and my prayer would still be there for them during their calamities.
When their judges have been thrown down the crag, they will listen to my sayings, for they are
pleasant.122
6.

7.

Our bones have been scattered at the mouth of She´ol, as when one breaks open and divides the earth

[ploughing],

but my eyes are toward You, O Sovereign Lord Jehovah, I have taken refuge in You. You will not lay
bare my soul.
8.

⇐ 9. Keep me from the clutches of the trap that they have laid for me and from the noose of those
practising lawlessness.

10.

Let the wicked fall into their own nets all together, while I will pass by.
Mas´kil. Of David,
when he happened to be in the cave123.
A prayer.

142

Hiding in the cave, David gives free rein to his voice to call to God for help: the men of
Ziph had effectively sold him to Saul, so he fled, and he is now in En-Ge´di on the shore
of the Dead Sea with nowhere to go – and 3,000 of Saul’s men are chasing him. He
pleads to God – his “allotment” – to be able to serve him in public... and unbeknown to
him, he was to be given a reprieve...
1.

I cried out to Jehovah with my voice;

I called aloud to Jehovah for favour.
2.

I have poured out my concern before Him;

I could not avoid telling Him all my distress:



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 3. When my spirit fainted within me,
You knew [the state of] my path:

122

Prophetic of the Christ Matthew 5:21-28; ( ( Mark 10:28; Luke 18:28 ) Romans 13:10; James 2:12-13 ) The cold Law was unpalatable, but the
words of David were smooth and moved people
123 s t
1 Samuel 24:1-6
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that they have hidden a trap for me along my customary route

[way of life].

Look to the right hand [South] and see... that there is no one willing to acknowledge me. My place
for flight has perished from me; there is no one allied [in heart] with my soul.
4.

5.

I cried out to You, O Jehovah. I said:
‘You are my refuge, my allotted portion in the land of the living ones.’


6.

Psalm 16:5 (paraphrased)
Almighty God ––––– David

Listen to my entreating cry, for I have become considerably oppressed

[renounced].

Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are stronger than I am.
7.

Do bring my soul out of the prison-hole, that I may laud Your Name [in public].

Let the righteous ones be gathered around me, because You will have benefitted me.
A melody of David.

143

David is still hiding in caves, is low in strength and in spirit, and is close to becoming a
dead body which is entombed in such places.
He begs for Gods swift answer by the dawn – fearing he may not last much longer than
that – asking for guidance in serving Him, because he feels he is not serving God while
on the run



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 1. O Jehovah, hear my prayer; give ear to my entreaty;
in Your faithfulness, answer me in Your righteousness
2.

and do not enter into judgement with Your servant,

for no-one alive can be righteous before You –
3.

...For the enemy has persecuted my soul;

he has crushed my life [back as dust] to the earth –
he has forced me to dwell in dark places
like those who are dead for time indefinite – 
4.

and my spirit has fainted within me, my heart aghast in my midst.

5.

I have thought on the days of long ago... I meditated on all your activity,

I pondered on the work of Your hands.
6.

I have spread out my hands to You – [and] my soul like an exhausted land to You.
♫

Se´lah

⇐ 7. O respond quickly, O Jehovah – my spirit has come to an end.
Do not conceal Your face from me,
for fear I be [genuinely] compared with those going down into the pit.
8.

Make me hear Your loving-kindness at the dawn, for I have put my trust in You;

make known to me the way in which I should walk, for I have lifted up my soul to You.
9.

Snatch me away from my enemies, O Jehovah –

I conceal myself in You.
10.

Teach me to carry out Your delight, for You are my God!

Your spirit is good; may it lead me on the level ground.
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11.

For the sake of Your Name, O Jehovah, may You preserve me alive;

in Your righteousness may You bring forth my soul from confinement,
12.

and in Your loving-kindness may You annihilate my enemies;

– You must destroy all those besieging my soul,
for I am Your servant.
Of David.

144

David recounts the strength God has given him in the past, and asks for strength now. e
asks for God’s anger to show itself in a storm, to scatter the foreign people who are
undermining David with their foolish lying speech – who claim to have miraculous
increase in crops and cattle, a sign of their god’s approval on them and not on David –
and so demand a high price when selling to him for food.
1.

Blessed be Jehovah my Rock,

Who is teaching my hands for warfare,
[and]
2.

my fingers for the engagement;

My loving-kindness... my stronghold...

my secure height and my Deliverer,
my shield and the One in Whom I have taken refuge,124
the One subduing peoples under me.



Almighty God ––––– David

⇐ 3. O Jehovah, what is man that You should notice him, 125
the son of a living man that You should take account of him?
4.

Man is like a mere exhalation...

his days are like a passing shadow.

⇐ 5. O Jehovah, bend down Your skies that You may descend;
touch the mountains that they may smoke.
6.

Cast forth lightning and scatter them;

send out Your arrows that You may disturb them.
7.

Thrust out Your hands from the height;

snatch me away and deliver me from the many waters –
from the hand of the foreign children 
8.

whose mouth has spoken deceptively

and whose right hand is the right hand of falsehood.

⇐ 9. O God, I will sing a new song to You.
I will make melody to You on a ten string lyre:
10.

“To the One giving salvation to kings,

the One releasing His servant David from the injurious sword:

124
125

Ruth 2:12
Job 7:17
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Almighty God ––––– singer, reciting the new song

≻

11.

Snatch me away and deliver me from the hand of foreign children,

whose mouth has spoken deceptively
and whose right hand is the right hand of falsehood,
12.



Who [say]:

foreigners who do not worship God –––––

‘Our sons are like little plants grown up in their youth,
our daughters like corners columns carved in palace style,
13.

our granaries are full, furnishing products [grain] of every kind,

our flocks multiplying by thousands – [even] ten thousand to one in our streets,
14.

our cattle laden [with foetal calves], without rupture or abortion,

and with no outcry in our public squares.’
15.

Happy is the people for whom it is just like

[that]!

Happy is the people whose God is Jehovah!”
A praise, of David.

145

An acrostic psalm of David



א

[A´leph]

Almighty God ––––– David

≻

1.

I will exalt You, O my God the King,

and I will bless Your Name to time indefinite, even forever.

2.

All day long I will bless You,

בּ

[Bet]

and I will praise Your Name to time indefinite, even forever.

3.

ג

[Gi´mel]

ד

[Da´leth]

ה

[Hey]

Jehovah is great and to be greatly praised,

and His greatness is unsearchable.

⇐ 4. Generation after generation will commend Your works,
and will tell of Your mighty acts.

5.

I will ponder on the glorious splendour of Your dignity

and the tales of Your wonderful works.

ו

6.

[Vav]

And they will talk about the strength of Your fear-inspiring deeds;

and I shall recount [speak again of] Your greatness.
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ז

7.

[Za´yin]

They will bubble over with the recollection of the abundance of Your goodness,

and they will cry out joyfully about Your righteousness:

ח

[Chehth]

“Jehovah is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and great in loving-kindness.”
8.



9.

Exodus 34:6
Almighty God ––––– Moses

ט

Jehovah is good to all,

[Tehth]

and His compassions are over all His works...

⇐

י
10.

[Yohdh]

All Your works will laud You, O Jehovah,

and Your loyal ones will bless You.

כ

11.

[Kaph]

They will talk about the glory of Your Kingship,

and they will speak about Your mightiness,

ל

12.

[La´medh]

to make His mighty acts known to the sons of ordinary men

and the glory of the splendour of His Kingship.

מ

13.

[Mem]

Your Kingship is a Kingship for all time,

and Your dominion is throughout all successive generations.

14.

Jehovah supports all who fall

ס

[Sa´mekh]

ע

[A´yin]

and raises up all who are bowed down.

15.

The eyes of everyone look hopefully to You,

and You are giving them their food in its season.

16.

You open Your hand

פ

[Pey]

and satisfy the desire of every living thing.126

17.

126

Jehovah is righteous in all His ways

צ

[Tsa-dheh]

Psalm 104:27-28
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and kind in all His works.

ק

18.

[Qohph]

Jehovah is near to all those calling upon Him,

to all those who call upon Him in trueness.

ר

19.

[Rehsh]

He will fulfil the desire of those who fear Him,

and He will hear their cry for help, and He will save them.

20.

Jehovah protects all those loving Him,

שׁ

[Shin]

but He will annihilate all the wicked ones.

ת

21.

[Tav]

My mouth will speak the praise of Jehovah;

and all flesh will bless His Holy Name to time indefinite, even forever!

146
The psalmist counsels people not to rely on others, even on the kindest – for when they
die, they will not be able to think of being kind to you... and you will falter.
But God made everything, and is kind forever, and more than kind – He defends people,
He undermines the plans of wicked people



Psalmist –––––

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

Praise Jehovah, O my soul.
2.

I will praise Jehovah all my lifetime,

I will make melody to my God as long as I am

[alive].

⇒ 3. DO not put YOUR trust either in benefactors,
nor in the son of the land [farmers] to whom no salvation belongs:
4.

...his breath [last breath;

spirit of life]

goes out... he returns to his ground...

in that day his thoughts [kind thoughts to help others] perish.
5.

Happy is the one who has the God of Jacob for his help –

whose hope is in Jehovah his [Jacob’s] God,
6.

the Maker of heaven and earth,

of the sea, and of all that is in them,
the One Who safeguards trueness to time indefinite,
7.

the One Who executes judgement for the defrauded ones,

the One Who gives bread to the hungry ones.
Jehovah releases those who have been bound,
8.

Jehovah opens [the eyes of] the blind ones;

Jehovah raises up those who are bowed down,
Jehovah loves the righteous ones,
9.

Jehovah safeguards the alien residents;

He will repeatedly tend to the lonely and the widow,
but He will undermine the way of the wicked ones.
Psalms – book 5
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10.

Jehovah will reign to time indefinite –

Your God, O Zion – for generation after generation.

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

147
A psalm in praise of God’s building of His Holy city – greater Jerusalayim
(Jerusalayim), Jerusalayim with Zion.
He upbuilds the people – the heart of any city and nations. The psalmist encourages
praise of God for His provisions and the wonder of His control of nature for them; for
His protection, and for spreading a report of His word and deeds throughout the earth –
for Jacob is privileged to receive what the nations only hear a report of



psalmist ––––– people of Jerusalayim

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah,

for it is good to make melody to our God;
because comely [suitable, genuine, appropriate] praise is delightful!
2.

Jehovah is building Jerusalayim;

He will gather together the down-trodden ones of Israel:
3.

He heals the broken-hearted ones,

and binds up their wounds,
4.

He being the One Who counts the number of the stars, 127

all of which He calls by [their] names.
5.

Our Lord is great and is abundant in power;

His understanding is beyond recounting.
Jehovah repeatedly tends to the meek ones;
He abases the wicked ones to the earth.
6.



≺

7.

Psalm 146:9 (paraphrased)

Respond to Jehovah with thanksgiving, YOU people;

Make melody to our God on the harp
8. [...to]

the One Who clothes the heavens with clouds,

Who arranges rain for the earth,
Who causes the mountains to sprout green grass –
9.

Who gives food to the beasts

[and]
10.

to the young ravens that call out.

He will not take delight in the mightiness of the horse,

nor will He find pleasure in the [strong] legs of the man –
11.

Jehovah takes pleasure in those who revere Him,

in those who wait for His loving-kindness.



psalmist ––––– the city of Jerusalayim and/or Zion

≺

12.

Commend Jehovah, O Jerusalayim.

Praise your God, O Zion –

127

Genesis 15:5
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13.

for He has made the bars of your gates strong,

He has blessed your sons in your midst,
14.

He puts peace within your territory;

He is satisfying you with the fat of the wheat.
15.

He sends report about Himself into the [wider inhabited] land:

His word runs speedily.
16.

He deposits snow like wool;

He is scattering hoarfrost just like ashes –
17.

He makes it shed ice like morsels –

who can stand before His cold?
18.

He will send forth His word and will cause them to melt.

He makes His wind blow... [and then] the waters will trickle.
19.

He declares his word [also] to Jacob –

[that is]
20.

His statutes and His judicial rulings to Israel128 –

He has not done that way to any other nation,

and they have known nothing of His judicial rulings.



psalmist ––––– people of Jerusalayim

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

148
The psalmist calls for praise of God throughout all creation in the heavens and on the
earth – because He is the grand creator, the only One Whose Name is set in the heavens.
...and God will bring praise for His people Jacob – solely because they praise Him!



Psalmist –––––

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

Praises Jehovah from the heavens,
Praise Him in the heights.

≺

2.

PRAISE Him, all YOU His angels.

Praise Him, all YOU His army [of heavenly souls].
3.

Praise Him, YOU sun and moon.

Praise Him, all YOU stars of light.
4.

Praise Him, YOU heavens of the heavens,

and YOU waters that are over the heavens.
5.

Let them praise the Name of Jehovah,

for He gave the command, and they were created, 129
6.

and He makes them stand forever, to time indefinite –

He has made a statute... and it will not pass away.

128

God’s judgements and decisions are made known to the land of Israel - and heard by all who are there: Hebrews, proselytes, visitors, alien
residents – but His less formal and warmer word of guidance and intentions surrounding those judgements are brought to Jacob, His people
129
Colossians 1:16
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≺

7.

PRAISE Jehovah YOU monsters of the earth 130

and [of] all YOU watery deeps:
8. [YOU]

fire and hail, snow and thick smoke,

you tempestuous wind which accomplishes His purpose,
9.

YOU mountains and all YOU hills,

YOU fruit trees and all YOU cedars,
10.

YOU beasts and all YOU domestic animals,

YOU creeping things and winged birds,
11.

YOU kings of the earth and all YOU national groups,

YOU princes and all YOU judges of the earth,
12.

YOU select young men – and YOU virgins,131

YOU old men together with boys.
13.

Let them praise the Name of Jehovah,

for His Name alone is set on high.
His grandeur [great presence] is above earth and heaven,
14.

and He will exalt the horn of His people –

the praise of all His loyal ones:
of the sons of Israel, the people which is close to Him.



psalmist –––––

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

149
Praise of God – probably by King David – with a rebuke at the Jeb´u-sites’ taunt of
David prior to Mt Zion being taken



Psalmist ––––– people of Jerusalayim

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

Sing a new song to Jehovah,
and His praise in the congregation of loyal ones.
2.

Let Israel rejoice in its Grand Maker,

[and]
3.

the sons of Zion be joyful in their King.

Let them praise His Name with dancing –

let them make melody to Him with the tambourine and the harp –
4.

for Jehovah takes pleasure in His people.

He will glorify the lowly ones with salvation.
5.

Let the loyal ones exult in glory,

– let them cry out joyfully on their [the lowly ones’] beds.
6.

Let the songs extolling God be in their throat,

– [while holding] a two-edged sword in their hand132

130
131
132

Literally fulfilled at the Divine Rescue Revelation 5:13 – even by the intransigent kings of the earth
God values young maidens as well as the strong or wise or cultured
Cry out joyfully in sleep, in war, in whatever you do.
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7.

in order to execute vengeance upon the nations,

[and]
8.

rebukes upon the national groups –

to bind their kings with shackles

and their glorified ones with fetters of iron,
9.

to execute upon them the written judicial decision.133

– the honour for which belongs to all His loyal ones.

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

150
A joyful praise of God with every instrument and voice



psalmist –––––

≺

1.

PRAISE Jah!!

PRAISE God in His Holy place.
PRAISE Him in the firmament [sky] of His strength.
2.

PRAISE Him for His works of mightiness.

PRAISE Him according to the abundance of His greatness.
3.

PRAISE Him with the blowing of the horn.

PRAISE Him with the lyre and the harp.
4.

PRAISE Him with the tambourine and the circle dance.

PRAISE Him with lutes and the pipe.
5.

PRAISE Him with the sound of cymbals.

PRAISE Him with the clashing cymbals.
6.

– let every breathing thing praise Jah.

≺ PRAISE Jah!!

133

Deuteronomy 7:1-2; Fulfilment of the Jeb´u-sites’ own taunt 2 n d Samuel 5:6

Psalms – book 5

Page 229 of 299

Proverbs

Proverbs
Chapters 1 – 7 speak profusely about the dangers of being enticed by married and
foreign women

1
Sol´o-mon speaks of discerning between wisdom and satire, and gives the example of a
young man who has been seduced by the seemingly sedate and normal manner of a
satirist, who then shows his true colours! – and it becomes an implicit threat!
These experienced ones are asked not to love naivety – as if it were a peaceful virtue –
but to replace it with peaceful discernment and good decision
1.

The proverbs of Sol´o-mon the son of David, the king of Israel:
2.

for knowing wisdom and discipline, for discerning the words of understanding,

3.

for receiving the discipline of circumspection, righteousness and justice and evenness,

4.

to give prudence to the inexperienced  ones, [and] knowledge and discretion to the young man.

A wise person will listen and augment his insight – and a man of knowledge will acquire direction – 6. to
distinguish between a proverb and a sarcasm,  between the words the wise ones and the trickery [of
satirists].
5.

7.

The fear of Jehovah1  is the beginning of knowledge



Proverbs 9:10

– [only] fools despise wisdom and discipline.2 8. [Therefore] my son, listen to your father’s discipline, and do
not forsake your mother’s rules,3 9. for:
“..they are a wreath of favour for your head and a necklace for your throat.”



Proverbs 4:7-9 (paraphrased and expanded)

My son, if sinners seduce  you4 [into their company], do not comply [with their bad ways]. 11. If they keep
saying:
10.



sinful “friends” –––––

⇒ ‘Come with us! Let us lie in ambush for blood, let us gratuitously wait – concealed – for the innocent

men. 12. Let us swallow the strong ones just like She´ol, and the truthful ones whole like a crypt. 13. We
will find all sorts of precious valuables, we will fill our houses with spoil! 14. You ought to cast your lot in
with us... one loot-bag will suffice for all of us...’5

– 15. my son, do not walk in their way, withhold your foot from the very streets which they frequent, 16. for
their feet run toward evil, and they hasten in order to shed blood! 17. For a net is thrown in vain before the
eyes of a bird, 18. so consequently they lie in ambush for their blood... they wait in concealment for [to
capture] their souls. Thus are the paths of everyone greedy for profit... taking away the very soul of its
19.
owners.
True wisdom cries out aloud! in the open! It gives forth its voice in the public places. 21. It calls out at
the noisy street corners, it speaks its words at the gateways6 into the city:
20.

1

“beginning” or the b a s i s of knowledge. Philosophy will have us believe a myriad of starting points which then colour our outlook, but if we
have a reverence for God, then all that we see and evaluate and learn and experience will be seen in comparison to that perfe ct basis
2
Proverbs 9:7-9
3
Proverbs 23:22
4
Sol´o-mon’s warning is that sinful men may not look so... you may seep into their company without realising it and enjoy the companio nship...
but when you realise what they do, do not c o m p l y !!
5
Brutality, or subterfuge. The strong are overpowered and thrown into a pit, while the more trusting, fine -hearted ones will be conned and led
in dignified procession to their memorial tomb. The enticement at the end shows the subterfuge, seeing him as a victim... S ee Luke 11:44-48
where this fool’s wisdom is condemned by Jesus Christ
6
Traditional seating places of older men and Le´vite judges – the young man of the text is being pointed to their company!
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true wisdom –––––



true wisdom ––––– “inexperienced” (unwise) ones

⇒

‘How long will YOU inexperienced  ones keep loving naivety, and [how long] must YOU
ridiculers want to deride them [those crying out wisdom], and [how long] will YOU stupid ones hate
knowledge? 23. If YOU will turn back at my reproof, then I will cause my spirit to bubble forth7  to
YOU; I will make my words known to YOU.
22.

Because I called out... but YOU keep refusing – I stretched out my hand... but no one pays
attention, 25. and YOU keep neglecting all my counsel and did not consent to my reproof – 26.
therefore I shall laugh at YOUR calamity, I shall deride when YOUR dread comes, 27. when what
YOU dread comes as a tempest, and YOUR day of calamity arrives like a hurricane, when
constraint and hard times come upon YOU.’
24.

At that time they will keep calling me, but I shall not answer; they will seek me as soon as it happens
but they will not [be able to] find me 29. because they hated knowledge by not
choosing the reverence of Jehovah. 30. They did not consent to my counsel; they disrespected all my
reproof.
28.

[seek me early, seek me at dawn],

So they will eat from the fruitage of their own way [of life], and they will be glutted with their own
counsels. 32. For the veering away by the inexperienced will kill them, and the self-satisfaction of the stupid
ones will destroy them – 33. whereas the one listening to me he will reside in security and be undisturbed
by the dread of calamity.’
31.

2
God hides his guidance so that those who seek it may find it, but it is not left vulnerable
to damage by the sinful. Fear of God is a protection for a long and peaceful life

My son, if you will receive my sayings and treasure up my commandments within yourself 2. so as make
you ear attentive to wisdom and apply your heart to discernment – 3. if, moreover, you call out for
understanding and you give forth your voice [as a mouthpiece] for understanding, 4. if you search for it as for
silver, and sift through it as for buried treasures – 5. in that case you will understand the fear of Jehovah,
and you will find the knowledge of God.
1.

...For Jehovah keeps on giving wisdom; knowledge and understanding are from His mouth. 7. He secretes
sound knowledge for the upright ones – He is a shield for those who walk in integrity – 8. by preserving
the paths of judgement He will guard  the way of His loyal ones. 9. Thereby you will understand
righteousness and judgement and even-handedness – every good path.
6.

When wisdom enters into your heart and knowledge becomes pleasant to your soul, 11. discretion will
preserve  you, understanding will safeguard  you, 12. to snatch you away from the bad way [of life],
from the man speaking perverse things – 13. from those who forsake the paths of uprightness to choose to
walk in the ways of darkness, 14. from those who rejoice in doing bad, who are joyful in the perverse ways
of badness; 15. [and from] those whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their course – 16. to snatch
you from the adulterous woman,8 from the foreign woman9 who flatters with her sayings, 17. [and from] the
one forsaking the confidential friend of her youth and who has forgotten the covenant of her God. 18. For
her house has sunk down to death and her paths [lead] to the dead. 19. None of those having relations with
her will come back, nor will they regain the paths of the living.
10.

The purpose is this: that you may walk in the way of good people and that you may keep the paths of
the righteous ones. 21. For the upright will reside in the land, and the blameless will remain in it, 22. whereas
the wicked will be cut off from the very earth. and the treacherous [apostatising upright ones] will be torn away
from it.
20.

3
The qualities and benefits of wisdom are stated in the context of goodness, rather than
worldly strife

7
8
9

Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah – see “the Sa -mar´i -tan woman at the well” in John 4:14
This paragraph is Sol´o -mon expressing his own regrets as guidance
Proverbs 5:3-16; Proverbs 6:20-26
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1.

My son, do not forget my law, and may your heart preserve my commandments,
2.

because longevity and years of life[r1] and peace will be added to you.



Proverbs 9:10-11 (paraphrased)

Do not let loving-kindness and trustworthiness forsake you: bind them about your throat, write them
upon the tablet of your heart, 4. and so find favour and good insight in the eyes of God and of the everyday
man.10 5. Trust in Jehovah with all your heart and do not lean upon your own understanding. 6. Take notice
of Him in all your ways, and He will smooth your paths.
3.

Do not become wise in your own eyes; fear Jehovah and turn away from evil. 8. May it become a healing
to your navel and a refreshment to your bones. 11 9. Honour Jehovah with your valuable things and with the
first-fruits12 of all your produce; 10. then your storehouses will be copiously filled and your wine vats will
overflow with new wine. 11. Do not reject the disciplined way of Jehovah, O my son, and do not be
irritated at His correction, 12. because Jehovah will correct the one whom He loves, just as a father does to
a son in whom He has delighted. 13
7.

13.

Happy is the man that has found wisdom, and the man that secures discernment,
for its [wisdom’s] profit is better than the profit of silver and the income from gold – 15. it is
more precious than pearls, and all of your delights [together] cannot be equated to it:
14.



Proverbs 8:10,11 (paraphrased)

Longevity is in its right hand, riches and glory are in its left hand; 17. its ways are ways of pleasantness, and
all its roadways are peaceful. 18. It is a tree of life to those seizing it, and those who keep hold of it are
made happy.
16.

Jehovah founded the earth in wisdom; He established the heavens in discernment.
the watery deeps were cleaved apart, and the cloudy skies drip down the dew.
19.

21.

20.

By His knowledge

My son, may they not deviate from your eyes



Proverbs 4:21

safeguard knowledge and discretion 22. and they will prove to be life to your soul and charm to your
throat. 23. In that case you will walk on your way in security, and even your foot will not strike against
anything15. 24. Whenever you lie down you will feel no dread – you will lie down, and your sleep will
certainly be sweet. 25. Do not be afraid of any sudden alarms, nor of the storm upon the wicked ones
which is coming, 26. for Jehovah will be your confidence, and He will guard your foot against being snared.
14

27.
28.

Do not hold back good from those to whom it is owing when it is in the power of your hand to do
do not say to your fellowman:

[it]

–

‘Go, and come back and tomorrow I shall give’,
when there is the means already with you, 29. do not fabricate anything against your fellowman, seeing that
he is sitting trustingly with you; 30. do not quarrel with a man without cause, if he has rendered no bad to
you.
Do not become envious of the man of injustice16, nor choose any of his ways of living; 32. for the devious
person is an abhorrence to Jehovah, but His counsel is with the upright ones. 33. The curse of Jehovah is on
the house of the wicked one, but He blesses the homestead [the houses and family] of the righteous ones – 34.
He will deride the ridiculers, but He will show favour to the meek ones. 35. The wise ones will acquire
honour, but the stupid ones raise up dishonour.
31.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Luke 2:52
Calm your parents, and be a foundation of strength to your offspring
Giving to God first means remembering Him first, keeping Him first in mind... it acts as a protection against complacency
Jeremiah 31:20
Proverbs 1:4
See words of Moses Psalm 91:11,12; Also Matthew 4:5-6; Luke 4:9-11
See warning at 2 n d Thessalonians 2:3-4
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4
Sol´o-mon’s experience from his father David. Wisdom repeatedly linked to the good
lives of ones future family.
Sol´o-mon repeats the counsel which his father had given him, knowing that so much of
it will be well known to his audience as advice he has ignored to his cost

LISTEN, O sons, to the discipline of a father and pay attention, so as to gain understanding, 2. for I shall
give to YOU good teaching [from my father], [so] YOU must not foresake my law. 3. For I was a weakly son to
my father – and the only one before my mother17 – 4. and he would smoothly instruct me, saying to me:
1.



King David ––––– Sol´o-mon

⇒ ‘May your heart sustain my words – keep my commandments and keep living: 5. acquire wisdom,

acquire understanding. You must not forget, and you must not turn aside from the sayings of my
mouth. 6. Do not forsake it, and it will preserve you; love it, and it will safeguard you. 7. Wisdom is the
prime thing – acquire wisdom, and with all that you acquire, acquire understanding. 8. Esteem it highly,
and it will exalt you – it will glorify you because you embrace it, 9. it will give a wreath of charm to your
head; it will bestow a crown of beauty upon you. 18

So my son, hear and accept my sayings... then the years of life will become many for you. 11. I smoothly
instructed you in the way of wisdom; I caused you to tread in the tracks of uprightness. 12. When you
walk, your pace will not be cramped; and if you run, you will not stumble. 13. Take a fast hold on
discipline; do not refrain. Safeguard it, for it is your life[r1] [longevity of family line].
10.

Do not touch the path of the [morally] wicked ones, and do not walk along the way [of life] of the evil
ones. 15. Shun it, do not pass along via it; turn aside from it and pass along – 16. for they do not sleep
unless they have done mischief, their sleep is snatched away unless they cause someone to stumble – 17.
for they dine on the bread of wickedness... and [in consequence] will drink the wine of violences. 18. But the
path of the righteous ones is like the brilliant light that becomes more glorious until the day is firmly
established. 19. The way of the wicked ones is like the [darkening] gloom; they do not know what they will
stumble over.
14.

So my son, pay attention to my words... incline your ear to my sayings. 21. May they not become distant
from your eyes19 – keep them in the midst of your heart! 22. for they are life to those finding them and a
cure for all their flesh.20 23. More than all else that is to be guarded, safeguard your heart, for from it
issues the sources of life. 24. Remove crooked speech from yourself, and put perverse lips far away from
yourself.21 25. Turn your eyes to look straight ahead – yes, your own beaming eyes should gaze straight in
front of you. 26. Smooth out the course of your foot [with constant walking on the same path], and make all own
ways firmly established [not novel] ones.
20.

27.

Do not incline to the right hand or to the left. Remove your foot from what is bad.



Deuteronomy 5:32 (paraphrased)

5
Pay attention to my wisdom, my son – incline your ears to my understanding 2. so as to guard discretion
and so that your lips may safeguard knowledge... 3. for the lips of a foreign woman will drip like a
honeycomb... and her palate is smoother than oil... 4. but the after-taste from her is as bitter as
wormwood; it is as sharp as a two-edged sword. 5. Her feet descend to death, her steps will be upon
She´ol itself22 – 6. to avoid contemplating  her path of life, she does not know [where] her tracks have
wandered to.
1.

7.

So now, O sons, listen to me and do not turnaway from the sayings of my mouth:

17

Reference to Sol´o-mon being the only son of Bath -she´ba
Advice on fatherly guidance and a mother’s rules Proverbs 1:9
19
Proverbs 3:21
20
God’s ways genuinely help to restore health
21
A guidance for all who worship
22
Proverbs 2:16-19 See the trial of the whore of Babylon whose little scroll of denunciation was given to J o h n to eat Revelation 10 so that he
could report on its effects - sweet in the mouth, but bitter in the stomach
18
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– keep your way far from beside her and do not go near to the entrance of her house, 9. that you
may not give your dignity to others and your years to the cruel one – 10. that strangers may not
become filled with your wealth, nor your toil [or its wages] be in the house of a foreigner 11. and you
groan in your later days when your flesh and your youth are consumed23 12. and you say:
8.

‘Why did I hate discipline and my heart spurn reproof?! 13. for I did not listen to the voice of
my instructors, and I did not incline my ear to my guides. 14. I became as tiny beside [vulnerable
to, potential victim of] every sort of badness in the midst of [both] the congregation and the
assembly [multitude of people].’
Drink water out of your own trough,24 and tricklings out of the midst of your own well. 16. Should
your springs [wives] be scattered out of doors, [or your] streams of water in the public squares? 17. Let
them be for you alone, and not for strangers in addition to you. 18. Let your water source [marriage bed]
be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your youth – 19. a loving hind and a pleasant mountain goat
[passionate and industrious]. 25 Let her breasts intoxicate you at all times, be enraptured continually with
her love.
15.

Why, my son, should you be be enraptured with a stranger or embrace the bosom of a foreign woman?!
for the ways of man are before the eyes of Jehovah, and He is contemplating  all his tracks: 22. the
perversities of the wicked one will seize him and he will be caught in the ropes of his own sin. 23. He will
die from lack of discipline [because] he will stray in the abundance of his foolishness.
20.
21.

6
Counsel on underwriting a friend’s debt, the need to benefit from work hard, 6 and 7
things God hates, and warning of the deadly consequences of adultery

My son, if you have gone surety for your fellowman, having shaken hands for a stranger, 26 2. if you have
been ensnared by your own words, if your words have made you beholden [to another], 3. then do this, my
son, and deliver yourself, when you have come so into the palm of your fellowman:
1.

O humble yourself and persistently urge your fellowman. 4. Don't let your eyes sleep, nor even grow
drowsy. 5. Tear yourself away like a gazelle from the hand [of the hunter] and like a bird from the hand of
the bird-catcher.27
Go to the ant, you lazy one; see its ways and become wise. 7. Although it has no commander, supervisor
or ruler, 8. it prepares its food even in the summer; leaving its [winter] food supplies ready gathered by the
harvest. 9. So... how long will you lie down, you lazy one? when will you rise up from your sleep? 10. With a
little sleep, a little slumbering, a little folding of the hands to help you lie down... 11. and your poverty will
come like some wanderer [gently, from a distance], and your lack like an armed man [painfully, uncompromisingly].
6.

A good-for-nothing man, a vain man, goes about with perverse speech: 13. winking with his eye...  making
signs with his foot and signs with his fingers... 14. perverseness is in his heart; he fabricates mischief all the
time, sending out contentions. 15. That is why his disaster will come upon him suddenly; he will be broken
in an instant – and there will be no healing.
12.

16.

There are six things that Jehovah hates – seven things  are abhorrent to His soul:
17.

lofty eyes, a false tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,

a heart fabricating hurtful schemes, feet which hurry to run to badness, 19. a false witness that
launches forth lies,
18.

...and anyone spreading discord among brothers.
20.

O my son, observe your father’s commandment, and do not forsake your mother’s rules.



Proverbs 1:8 (paraphrased)

23

Expression of regret by Sol´o -mon?
That is, stay faithful to your own wife or wives and concubines Hebrews 13:4
25
Proverbs 31
26
This seems to be underwriting for a friend to a lender whom one does not know – rather than underwriting for a family of known congregational
lender – making this a snare in which not only your friend, but yourself are vulnerab le to a potentially Law -less person
27
Difficult to express, unless one has seen a gazelle’s method of escape
24
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– tie them upon your heart continually; bind them upon your throat.28 22. When you walk about, it will
lead you; when you lie down, it will stand guard over you; and when you have woken up, it itself will
speak! 23. for an instruction is a lamp,29 and a rule is a light, and the reproofs of discipline are the way of life,
30
24. to protect you from the bad woman, against the flattery of the tongue of the foreign woman.
21.

...do not take delight in your heart in her prettiness, and may she not catch your attention by
fluttering her eyelids, 26. because whereas through prostitution a woman gains a loaf of bread, an
adulteress [another man’s wife] is hunting for a [man’s] precious soul! 27. Can a man rake fire into his bosom
without his garments becoming burned? 28. or can a man walk upon the embers without his feet
becoming scorched? 29. likewise with whoever goes to his fellowman’s wife – no one touching her will
remain clean.
25.

People do not despise a thief who steals in order to fill his soul when he is hungry, 31. though when found
he will repay seven times as much – he will give all the valuables of his house! 32. ...but anyone committing
adultery with a woman is in want of heart; he that does it is ruining his own soul. 33. He will find plague
and dishonour [social leprosy], and his reproach will not be wiped out, 34. for the rage of an able-bodied man is
jealousy, and he will not show compassion in the day of vengeance: 35. he will neither consider not accept
any sort of ransom – no matter how large you make the bribe. 31
30.

7
Sol´o-mon speaks of young men being led astray – convincing themselves that it isn’t
just sex which attracts them, but the other things there: the meat of the sacrifice, the
quiet and pleasant smelling room, the beauty of fine linen tapestry... while the foreign
woman cheats on her husband.

Keep my sayings, my son, and hoard my commandments within yourself. 2. Keep my commandments and
live! and [keep] my law like the pupil of your eyes. 3. Tie them upon your fingers, and write them upon the
tablet of your heart. 4. Say to wisdom:
1.

‘You are my sister’
and call understanding:
‘Kinswoman’,
in order to protect yourself against the woman stranger, against the foreign woman who flatters with
her sayings...
5.

...for I looked down through my lattice at the window of my house 7. and I watched the
inexperienced ones – I discerned a young man in want of heart among the youths 8. passing along on
the street near her corner, and he paced in the road of her house 9. in the twilight, in the evening of
the day, at the approach of the night and the gloom... 10. And look! There was a woman to meet him
wearing [disguised in] 32 the garment of a prostitute... but with a besieging heart. 11. She is boisterous and
stubborn – her feet do not stay in her house. 12. Now she is outdoors, now she is in the public
squares, and she lies in wait33 at every corner. 13. And she has grabbed hold of him and kissed him –
she keeps a straight face as she says to him:
6.



adulteress ––––– men inexperienced in wisdom

⇒

‘I have peace offerings with me, [and] today I have paid my vows – 15. that is why I have come
out to meet you, to look for your face, that I may find you. 16. I have bedecked my divan with a
tapestry of many-coloured linen of Egypt. 17. I have sprinkled my bed with myrrh, aloes and
cinnamon. 18. Do come, let us drink our fill of love until the morning; do let us enjoy each other
with love! 19. for the man is not in his house; he has gone travelling on a way of some distance. 20.
He has taken a bag of money in his hand. He will come to his house on the day of the full
14.

28

Proverbs 3:3-4
Psalm 119:105
30
“foreign” in this case means another man’s wife Proverbs 2:16
31
Leviticus 20:10
32
An adulteress after a new man, not a prostitute. See the disguise and motive of Ta´mar in order to fulfil the rules of brother -in-law marriage
Genesis 38:6-30
33
Proverbs 23:27-28
29
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moon.’34
...she has misled him by the abundance of her persuasiveness; she impels him by the smoothness
of her lips. 22. He follows her immediately – like a bull [meekly] goes to the slaughter, and as an anklefetter to the correction of a fool... 23. until an arrow cleaves open his liver like a bird hastening into a
snare, and he has not known that it involves his very soul.
21.

24.

So now, O sons, listen to me and pay attention to the sayings of my mouth:
May your heart not [deliberately] turn aside to her ways, nor [accidentally] stray into her roadways, 26. for
she has caused many to fall down wounded – yes, all mighty ones are killed by her. 27. Her house has
[many] roads to She´ol; they descend to the halls of death.
25.

Wisdom Personified

35

8

Wisdom personified – the earliest of God’s creations. An apprentice – happy and
playing before Him, God’s very Own delight – and wisdom’s delight was the sons of
men to treat as its apprentices

Does not wisdom keep on calling out, and understanding keep giving by its voice?36 2. It has stationed itself
at the top of the heights overlooking the well-trodden crossroads, 3. it cries out at the [closed] doors37 at the
opening to the town, at the entrance-way:
1.



wisdom ––––– people and their sons

⇒ 4. ‘I am calling to YOU men, and my voice38 is aimed at the sons of [immature] men:
≺

5.

‘Understand discretion, YOU inexperienced ones’

and

≺ ‘Understand the heart, YOU stupid ones.’
LISTEN, for I will speak about honourable things, and my lips open in a sincere way,39 7. for my palate
utters truth, and wickedness is an abomination to my lips. 8. All the sayings from my mouth are in
righteousness, there is nothing twisted or perverse among them. 9. All of them are straight-forward to the
discerning one, and upright to the ones approaching knowledge. 10. Take my discipline and not silver, and
knowledge rather than gold ore, 11. for wisdom is better than pearls, and all other delights [together]
cannot be equated to it.40
6.

12.

I, wisdom, I have resided with discretion and I have discerned the meaning of intentions:
13.

the fear of Jehovah  means the hating of evil.

I hated pride and arrogance and the road to evil and the perverse mouth. 14. I have counsel and practical
wisdom; ‘understanding’ is strength to me – 15. kings will continue to reign by [recourse to] me, and high
officials will keep enacting decrees in righteousness. 16. By me princes keep ruling, and generous nobles
[philanthropists] are good at judging 41 what is righteous [before them]. I love those who love me, and those
17.
seeking me early42 will find me. 18. There are riches and glory with me, ancient wealth43 [values] and
righteousness. 19. My fruitage is better than gold ore – even than refined gold – and my income [wages]
than choice silver: 20. [for] I walk in the path of righteousness in the midst of the footsteps of judgement, 21.
to cause those loving me to take possession of what there is – and I keep their storehouses filled!

34

“full moon” – he will be easily seen in advance of his return
1 s t Chronicles 22:9-10 Sol´o-mon applies this to himself – and truly, God had him in mind before he was born, and he was a “master worker” in
building the Temple in Jerusalem. However this is prophetic of the Mes -si´ah
36
“its voice” – wisdoms voice. The understanding is not a separate personification, but what arrives by the voice of wisdom
37
Revelation 3:19-20; See ( Matthew 24:32; Mark 13:29; )
38
A call is to people who are already prepared ( to some extent ) to respond, but the v o i c e is directed at those who are not prepared – the
obstinate. See God’s Divine Rescue and the voice of E -li´jah
39
Compare with the speech of the adulteresses
40
Proverbs 3:13-15
41
Not as judges or magistrates, but to know who is worthy of their generosity and who is not
42
When young, or when coming to their senses after a dubious past – but those who linger and procrastinate will not find wisdom
43
Matthew 13:52
35
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Jehovah produced me as the beginning of His way, preceding His achievements of long ago. 23. I was
poured out from time everlasting [long ago] – from the start, from before the earth;44 24. I was brought forth
as with labour pains when there were no watery deeps, when there were no springs heavily charged with
water; 25. I was brought forth before the mountains had been settled down in front of the hills; 26. when as
yet He had not made the land or the open spaces or the first particle of dust of the productive land. 27. I
was there when He erected the skies; when He decreed a circle45 [visible horizon] upon the face of the
watery deep, 28. when He made firm the cloud masses above,46 when He caused the fountains of the
watery deep to be strong, 29. when He set a limit upon the sea which decreed the waters should not pass
beyond, when He prescribed as the setting [placement, boundary] of the earth – 30. [at all those times] I was
beside Him as an apprentice, and I was His delight day by day, laughing and playing before Him all the
time, 31. playing in the productive land of His earth, and my delights were [in being] with the sons of men.
22.

And now, O sons, listen to me; for the ones that keep my ways are happy.47 33. Listen to discipline and
become wise, and do not show any neglect. 34. Happy is the man that listens to me by keeping awake at
my doors day by day, by watching at the gate-posts of my entrances. 35. For the one finding me has found
life, and will receive goodwill from Jehovah... 36. but the one who forfeits me is maltreating his soul; all
those intensely hating me are the ones that love death.’
32.

9
Wisdom calls the same ones that the adulterous woman does... but what it gives is good
advice to thrive and grow and avoid harm, whereas the adulterous woman is a pathway
to She´ol

Wisdom has built its house; it has hewn out its seven pillars. 2. It has slaughtered its meat, it has mulled
its wine – indeed: it has arranged its table. 3. It has sent forth its lady attendants, that it may call out on
top of the heights of the town:
1.



true wisdom (through lady attendants) –––––

≺

4.

‘Whoever is foolish

[inexperienced],

let him turn aside here.’48

– she has said to whoever is in want of heart:
‘Come, feed yourselves with my bread and share in drinking the wine that I have mixed.49 6. Leave the
foolish [ways] and keep living, and walk straight in the way of understanding.
5.

He that is correcting the ridiculer is drawing dishonour to himself [will receive a dishonourable reply], and he
that is giving a reproof to someone wicked [will receive] a blemish. 8. Do not correct a ridiculer, for fear he
will hate you. Correct a wise person and he will love you. 9. Give to a wise person and he will become
even more wise! Teach someone righteous and he will learn more.’
7.

The fear of Jehovah is the start of wisdom50 and the knowledge of the Most Holy One is
understanding,51 11. for your days will become many by [following] me, and years of life will be added to
you.52 12. If you have become wise, your wisdom will help you [you will be wise for yourself]; but if you have
ridiculed, you will bear [the consequences] alone.
10.

A stupid woman is boisterous – she is foolish and knows nothing whatever – 14. for she has seated herself
at the entrance of her house upon a seat [in] the high places of the town, 15. to call out to those passing
along the way, those who are going straight ahead on their paths:
13.



Stupid woman, foolishness itself –––––

≺

16.

‘Whoever is inexperienced, let him turn aside here.’

and she has said to whoever is in want of heart:

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

See Jesus speaking of Abraham John 8:58
Visible horizon caused by the curvature of the earth – the horizon where things vanish from sight
Genesis 1:6-7
Prophetic of the Christ ( Matthew 11:4; Luke 7:23; ) Matthew 24:45-46; Luke 1:45-48; Luke 11:28
A clean invitation compared to similar preparations of the adultress Proverbs 7:14-16
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah and the Last Supper, the New Covenant John 6:53-54; Matthew 26:26-27
Proverbs 1:7
Job 28:28
Proverbs 3:2
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17.

‘Stolen waters are sweet, and bread

[eaten]

in secrecy is pleasant.’

– but he [the one passing] does not know that the walking dead53 are there, that those called in by her are in
the depths of She´ol.
18.

10
These proverbs are often paired – the second, though a proverb in itself quite often, is a
continuance or closure of its predecessor
1.

Proverbs of Sol´o-mon.

A wise son makes a father rejoice, but a stupid son is the grief of his mother.
2.
3.

4.
5.

The treasures [gained through] wickedness will not benefit, but righteousness will deliver from death.
Jehovah will not let the soul of the righteous one go hungry, but He will thwart the craving of the wicked
ones.
The idle hand is destitute, but the hand of the diligent one will enrich.
The prudent son gathers during the summertime; the son acting shamefully is fast asleep during the
harvest.

6.

Blessings are for the head of the righteous one, but the mouth of the wicked ones covers up violence;

7.

the memory of the righteous one is a blessing, but the very name of the wicked ones will rot.

8.

9.

The one wise in heart will accept commandments, but the one who is foolish with his lips will be
overthrown.
He who is walking in integrity walks safely, but he who distorts his ways crookedly will be exposed.

10.

11.

12.
13.

Hatred will stir up quarrels, but love covers all transgressions.
Wisdom will be found on the lips of the understanding person, but the rod is for the back of one lacking
heart.
Wise ones hoard up knowledge, but the mouth of the foolish one is close to ruin.

15.

The wealth of a rich man is his strong town; the ruin of the needy ones is their poverty.

16.

The work of the righteous one results in life; the income of the wicked one results in sin.

17.

He that is holding to discipline has a path to life, but he that is leaving reproof is made to wander.

18.

The one hiding hatred has lying lips, and the one bringing slander is stupid.

19.

In the abundance of words transgression is not idle, but the one restraining his lips acts discreetly.

20.

The tongue of the righteous one is as choice silver; the heart of the wicked one is worth little.

21.

The lips of the righteous one will feed many, but fools will die through lack of heart.

22.

The blessing of Jehovah will enrich, and He will include no pain with it.

23.

To make mischief is as a sport to the stupid one, but wisdom is for the intelligent man.

25.

26.

54

The mouth of the righteous one is a source of life, but the mouth of the wicked ones covers up
violence.

14.

24.

53

The one who winks his eye  will cause sorrow, and the one who is foolish with his lips will be
overthrown.54

The thing frightful to the wicked one will come to him; but the desire of the righteous ones will be
granted.
The storm wind passes over, [and] there is no wicked one; but the righteous one has a foundation to
time indefinite.
As vinegar to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes, is the lazy man to those sending him away.

People engaged in gross foolishness are equated with ghosts – dead, but walking around
Septuagint continues: “...but he who boldly reproves makes peace”
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27.
28.

29.

30.

31.
32.

The very fear of Jehovah will add days, but the years of the wicked ones will be cut short.
The expectation of the righteous ones brings rejoicing, but the attachment55 of the wicked ones will
perish.
The way of Jehovah is a stronghold for the blameless one, and ruin to the ones who practice
lawlessness;
as for the righteous one, he will not be overthrown to time indefinite; but the wicked ones will not
remain on the earth.
The mouth of the righteous one bears wisdom, but the tongue of perverseness will be cut off.
The lips of the righteous one know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked ones is
perverseness.

11
Justice from God for the good, the righteous, the diligent, the abused – summed up in the
final part of the chapter:
“ The righteous one will be rewarded in the earth over the wicked one and the sinner! “
1.

A cheating pair of scales is an abhorrence to Jehovah, but a complete stone-weight is a pleasure to Him.

2.

When arrogance comes, then dishonour will come; but wisdom is with the modest ones.

3.

4.
5.

7.

The integrity of the upright ones will lead them, but distortion by those dealing treacherously will despoil
them.
Riches will be of no benefit in the day of wrath, but righteousness will deliver from death.
The righteousness of the blameless one will make his way straight, but the wicked one will fall in his own
wickedness – 6. the righteousness of the upright ones will deliver them, but those dealing
treacherously will be caught by their own desire.
When a wicked man dies, his attachment perishes;56 and the expectation [based] on [his] lawlessness
perishes.

8.

The righteous one is delivered from distress... and the wicked one will come [into that distress] in his stead.

9.

The mouth of the polluted man will ruin his fellowman, but by knowledge the righteous are rescued.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

57

The one who despises his fellowman is lacking in heart, but the man of discretion will keep silent.
One walking about as a slanderer is revealing confidential talk, but the one who has upbuilt the spirit
covers over a matter.
Where there is no skilful direction, the people will fall; but there is salvation in the multitude of
counsellors. 
One will fare badly if he has given surety for a stranger, but he who hates handshaking lives carefree.

16.

A woman of graciousness keeps holding onto honour; but tyrants keep holding onto riches.

17.

A man of loving-kindness treats57 his own soul well, but the cruel person disturbs [even] his own kin.

18.

The wicked one produces false wages, but the one sowing righteousness – true earnings.

20.

56

The town is exalted by the blessing of the upright ones, but becomes torn down by the mouth of the
wicked ones.

15.

19.

55

When the goodness of righteous ones [thrives] the town is elated, and when the wicked ones perish
there is a joyful cry!

As righteousness leads to life[r1] [for self and offspring], so the one eagerly coveting evil brings his own
death.
Those crooked at heart are abhorrent to Jehovah, but those blameless in

[their]

way are a pleasure to

Or “cord” – indicating something attached, definite rather than hoped for
Or “cord” – that which he has
or “weans his soul” away from – – neither remain nears nor tolerates – unkindness – but a cruel person disrupts the entire family
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him.
21.

22.

As a gold nose ring in the snout of a pig, so is a beautiful woman turning away from discretion.

23.

The longing of the righteous ones is certainly good; the attachment of the wicked ones is wrath.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.



Though hand may shake hand,  a bad person will not be exempt from punishment; but the seed of the
righteous ones will be delivered.

There exists the one that dispenses... and yet receives more! ...and the one that withholds more than is
right, but comes to lack.
The generous soul will itself be made fat, and the one freely watering [others] will himself be freely
watered.
The community will extract grain from he who withholds it, 58 but there is a blessing for the head of the
one letting it be bought.
He that diligently searches for good is [unknowingly chasing] goodwill59 [from God];  but mischief will come to
the one searching for it.
The one trusting in his riches will fall, but the righteous ones will flourish like the leaf

[on a tree].

The one afflicting his own house will inherit wind;60 and the foolish person will be servant to the one
wise in heart.
The fruitage of the righteous is a tree of life [considerable family after him], and the one winning souls is wise.

Sol´o-mon ––––– wicked and sinners

≺

31.

Look! The righteous one will be rewarded in the earth over the wicked one and the sinner!

12
Wisdom from the mouth – discretion, comforting words, trustworthiness, patience
1.

A lover of instruction is a lover of knowledge, but a hater of reproof is brutish.

2.

Someone good will get approval  from Jehovah, but He will condemn the man of

3.

[wicked]

ideas.

A man will not be established by wickedness; but the root-foundation of the righteous ones will not be
made to waver.

4.

A capable wife is a crown to her owner, but she who brings shame is as rottenness in his bones.

5.

The intentions of the righteous ones are just; the steering by the wicked ones is deceptive.

6.

7.

The words of the wicked ones lie in ambush for blood, but the mouth of the upright ones will deliver
them.
Overthrow the wicked ones and they are no more, but the house [descendant line] of the righteous ones will
stand.

8.

A man will be praised for his wise words, but one who is twisted at heart will become disrespected.

9.

Better is the despised one who has a servant than the one glorifying himself but lacking bread.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The righteous one cares for the soul of his animal, but the
cruel.

[very]

compassions of the wicked ones are

The one cultivating his ground will be satisfied with bread, but the one pursuing vanities is in want of
heart.
The wicked one covets the net [for trapping prey] of the bad men; but the root of the righteous ones set
free.
The trap [which catches] the evil one is the transgression of the lips, but the righteous one comes out of
distress.

58

Literally “puncture, bore” – as in his bags of grain, to li berate some of it
There is a reward for those who simply pursue goodness – yet they do not pursue the reward, just the goodness for the sake of goodness.
The reward – everlasting life – comes from God’s gratitude and delight at their pursuit for goodnes s
60
Figuratively, he will live outside, without shelter
59
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14.

15.
16.

A man will be filled with the fruitage of his mouth, and the action of a man’s hands will come back onto
him.
The way of the foolish one is right in his own eyes, but the one listening to counsel is wise.
A foolish person makes his vexation known in the [same] day, but the shrewd one covers over a
dishonour.

17.

He that kindles faithfulness will exhibit righteousness, but a false witness [will exhibit] deception.

18.

There is the one speaking as with the stabs of a sword, but the tongue of the wise ones is a healing.

19.

The lip of truth will be established forever, but the tongue of falsehood will only last a moment.

20.

Deception is in the heart of those engrossed in mischief, but rejoicing in the counsellors of peace.

21.

Nothing hurtful will befall the righteous one, but the wicked will be filled with calamity.

22.

False lips are abhorrent to Jehovah, but those acting in faithfulness are approved by Him.

23.

A shrewd man covers up knowledge, but the heart of the stupid ones proclaims foolishness.

24.

The hand of the diligent ones will rule, but the remiss will come to be for forced labour.

25.

Anxiety in the heart of a man will cause it to sink, but a good word makes it rejoice.

26.



The righteous one searches for [parity for] his associates, but the way of wicked ones makes them go
astray.

27.

The slothful man will not [even] snare his own game, but the satisfaction of the diligent one is fat.

28.

In the path of righteousness there is life, and the journey in its pathway means no death.

13
On wealth, blessings on those of little means to have satisfaction, justice against the
wealth wicked
1.

A [good] son61 is wise to a father’s discipline, but the scornful one does not hear [even] a rebuke.

2.

A [good] man will eat the fruitage of his mouth, but the appetite of those dealing treacherously is violence.

3.

The one guarding his mouth is guarding his soul, but the one opening wide his lips will have ruin.

4.

The lazy one longs for things... but he [has] nothing. whereas the soul of the diligent ones will be made
fat.

5.

The righteous one hates a false word, but the wicked ones is morally offensive and will blush with shame.

6.

Righteousness will safeguard the innocent one in his way, but wickedness will overthrow the sinner.

7.

8.
9.

There is one feigning wealth yet he has nothing at all; there is the one portraying himself destitute yet
has much wealth.
The ransom of a man’s soul are his riches, but the destitute one does not hear [such] a threat.
The light [virtue, goodness] of the righteous ones will rejoice; but the lamp [actual soul, life] of the wicked ones
will be extinguished.

10.

Certainly arrogance causes a strife, but there is wisdom with those who exchange counsel.

11.

Wealth gained through vanity will diminish, but the one who accumulates by hard work will increase.

12.

A drawn-out expectation makes the heart sick, but yearning is a tree of life when fulfilled.

13.

The one despising an agreement will forfeit a [debtor’s] pledge against himself; but the one respecting the
agreement will be rewarded.

14.

The law of the wise one is a source of life, able to reprieve

15.

Good insight gives favour, but the way of treacherous ones is rugged.

16.

Everyone shrewd will act with knowledge, but the stupid one will dispense foolishness.

61

[one]

from the snares of death.

The terms “son”, “man”, “father”, “daughter”, “mother” have goodness in h e r e n t in their meaning – whereas a bad person is simply stated as
being a “transgressor”, “adulterer”, “lawless”, “foolish”
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17.
18.

A wicked messenger will fall into mischief, but a faithful envoy is a healing.
Poverty and dishonour to the one neglecting discipline, but the one who accepts a reproof will be
glorified.

19.

A yearning fulfilled is sweet to the soul; but to a stupid one it is abhorrent to turn away from evil.

20.

The one walking with wise people will become wise, but a companion to stupid ones will be destroyed.

21.

Evil eagerly pursues sinful ones, but goodness will reward the righteous ones.

22.

23.

A good man leaves an inheritance to sons of sons, whereas the wealth of the sinner is reserved for the
righteous one.
There is a great deal of food in the spadework of destitute ones, but destruction through lack of
judgement.

24.

The one holding back his rod hates his son, but the one loving him looks to discipline him early.

25.

The righteous eat to the satisfaction of his soul, but the belly of the wicked ones will be empty.

14
On guarding ones lips – one will suffer by his own lips, whereas a wise one will be
spared and even rescued by them.
A nation governed by God and by His king is benefitted, but small communities –
separated, pursuing their own desires – are bound for ruin and embarrassment
1.

Every wise woman builds up her house, but the foolish one will tear it down with her own hands.

2.

The one walking in his uprightness reveres Jehovah, but the one deviating from His course despises Him.

3.

The rod of pride is in the mouth of the foolish one, but the lips of the wise ones will guard them.

4.

Where there are no cattle the manger is empty, but the crop is abundant by of the power of a bull.

5.

A faithful witness will not lie, but a false witness breathes out lies.

6.

The ridiculer has sought wisdom... but there is none; but knowledge comes easily to the understanding
one.

7.

Go away from before the stupid man, when you perceive that he has no lips of knowledge.

8.

The wisdom of the shrewd is to understand his way, but deceit is the folly of stupid ones.

9.

The foolish deride a fault [in another], but there is acceptance between the upright ones.

10.

The heart is aware of the bitterness of its soul, and no stranger can

11.

The house of wicked people will be overthrown, but the tent of the upright ones will flourish.

12.

share in its rejoicing.

There is a way that is [seemingly, but wrongly] upright before a man, but the roads of death are the end of
it;62  13. although merry, the heart is in pain, and when [such] rejoicing ends there is grief.

14.

The cold-hearted will gain satisfaction from his own ways, but the good man from what is lain upon him.

15.

Anyone inexperienced will trust every word, but the shrewd one considers his steps.

16.

The wise one fears and turns away from badness, but the stupid becomes provoked and self-confident.

17.

20.

22.

62

[completely]

He that is quick to anger will commit foolishness, and the man who schemes will become hated. 18. The
inexperienced ones will inherit foolishness, but the prudent will be crowned with knowledge. 19.
Bad people will have to bow down before the good ones, and the wicked people at the gates of
the righteous one.
One of little means will be hated even by his fellowman, but many have affection for the rich person. 21.
The one who despises his fellowman is sinning, but he who shows favour to the afflicted ones is
happy.
Will not those engrossed in mischief go astray? whereas there are loving-kindness and stability for
those engrossed with good.

Proverbs 16:25
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23.

25.
26.

28.

29.

31.

32.
33.

34.

There is gain in every kind of toil, but only deficiency in [mere] words-of-the-lips. 24. The crown of the
wise is their riches; the folly of the stupid ones is their folly.
A truthful witness delivers souls, but one who breathes lies is deceiving.
In the fear of Jehovah there is strong confidence,  and He will become a refuge for His sons. 27. The
fear of Jehovah is a well of life, which turns away from the snares of death.
There is an adornment for a king in the multitude of people, but the end of a community is the ruin of
the prince.
He that is slow to anger63 is abundant in discernment, but one that is impatient is exalting foolishness. 30.
A soothing heart is the life of the flesh, but jealousy is rottenness to the bones.
The one oppressing the lowly one has reproached his Maker, but the one showing favour to the
destitute is glorifying Him.
The wicked one will be overthrown through his evil, but the righteous finds refuge in his [own] death.
Wisdom rests in the heart of the understanding one, and will be perceived in the midst of
comparison to] stupid ones.

[when seen in

Righteousness exalts a nation, and habitual sin is the “beauty” of communities. 35. The king’s approval is in
the insightful servant, but his rage comes upon the one acting shamefully.

15
On discourse and dialogue and handling relations properly
1.

3.
4.

A tender reply will turn away rage, but grievous words will rouse up anger. 2. The tongue of wise ones
will make good use of knowledge, but the mouth of the stupid ones will gush forth with
foolishness.
The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, keeping watch upon the bad ones and the good ones.
The healing by the tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness  is a fracture in its [that tongue’s] spirit. 5. The
foolish one spurns his father’s discipline, but the one who observes reproof is shrewd.

6.

There is abundant wealth in the house of the righteous, but the income of the wicked one is disruption.

7.

The lips of the wise ones keep dispensing knowledge, but the heart of the stupid ones does not.

8.

The [burnt] sacrifice of the wicked ones is an abhorrence to Jehovah, but the prayer of the upright ones is
a pleasure to Him. 9. The way of the wicked one is an abhorrence to Jehovah, but He will love the
one who eagerly pursues righteousness. 10. Discipline is bad to the one leaving the well-trodden
path; the one who hates reproof will die.

11.

13.

16.

18.

22.

63
64
65

She´ol and [the place of actual] destruction are before Jehovah... how much more so the hearts of the sons
of smirking men?!64 12. The scornful one does not like to be reproved, so neither will he join the
wise ones.
A joyful heart will make the countenance cheerful, but in the pain of the heart lies a stricken spirit. 14.
The heart of the understanding one eagerly searches for knowledge, but the mouth of stupid
people grazes on folly. 15. All the days of the afflicted one are bad; but are a continual feast for the
merry-hearted.
Better is a little in the fear of Jehovah than an abundant supply beset with confusion.65 17. Better is a dish
of vegetables where there is love than a manger-fed bull [as a feast] beset with hatred.
An enraged man will stir up contention, but someone slow to anger will pacify strife. 19. The way of the
lazy one is like a brier hedge, but the path of the upright ones has been made clear. 20. A wise son
will make his father rejoice, but a stupid smirking man is despising his mother. 21. Foolishness is a
rejoicing to one lacking in heart, but the man of discernment will make his walk straight.
There is a frustrating of plans where there is no consultation, but they will be established in the
multitude of counsellors.  23. A man has rejoicing in the answer of his mouth, and O how

Exodus 34:6
“ruddy” – immature, smirking, wasters
Psalm 37:16
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good! is a word at its right time.
24.
25.

29.

33.

The path of life is upward to one acting with insight, in order to turn away from She´ol below.
Jehovah will tear down the house of the self-exalted ones, but He will fix the boundary of the widow. 26.
The schemes of the bad are an abhorrence to Jehovah, but pleasant sayings are pure. 27. The one
coveting gain is bringing trouble upon his house, but the one who hates bribes will keep living. 28.
The heart of the righteous one ponders... so as to answer, but the mouth of the wicked ones
gushes forth with bad things.
Jehovah is far away from the wicked ones, but He hears the prayer of the righteous ones. 30. The
brightness of the eyes makes the heart rejoice! [and] a good report makes the bones fat. 31. The
ear that listens to the reproof of life will lodge among the wise ones. 32. Anyone shunning
discipline is despising his own soul, but the one listening to reproof will acquire heart.
The fear of Jehovah is a discipline toward wisdom, and before glory there is humility.

16
Stressing Jehovah’s guidance in matters – and trust in Him as essential for well-being
1.
2.

4.
5.

6.

The arrangings of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from Jehovah.
All the ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but Jehovah evaluates spirits 66  – 3. commit your works to
Jehovah and your plans will be established.
Jehovah has made everything for His purpose – yes, even the wicked one for the evil day.67
Everyone who is proud in heart is an abhorrence to Jehovah. Hand may shake hand,
be exempt from punishment.

7.

When a man’s ways please Jehovah, He causes even his enemies to make peace with him.

8.

Better is a little acquired in righteousness than an abundance of income acquired without justice. 68

9.

The heart of man devises his way, but Jehovah directs his steps.

10.

When inspired decision is upon the lips of a king, his mouth will not transgress in judgement.

11.

The just balance and scales belong to Jehovah; all the set weights of the bag are His work.

16.
17.

20.
21.

25.

26.

67
68
69

but he will not

Error is atoned for by loving-kindness and trueness, and in the reverence for Jehovah one turns away
from bad.

12.

66



It is abhorrent of kings to do wickedness, for the throne is established by righteousness. 13. Lips of
righteousness are a king’s delight, and he loves the one who speaks straightforwardly. 14. The rage
of a king means messengers of death, but the wise man will pacify it [the rage]. 15. There is life in the
[bestowed] light from the king’s face, and his goodwill is like a cloud of spring rain!
It is so much better to acquire wisdom than gold, and understanding than silver.
The highway of the upright ones turns away from evil. One who safeguards his way [also] preserves his
soul. 18. Pride comes before a fall, and a haughty spirit before a stumble. 19. Better is it to be lowly
in spirit with depressed ones than to divide spoil with the arrogant ones. 69
The one handling a matter prudently will find good, and he who is trusting in Jehovah is happy.
The one that is wise in heart will be called discerning, and sweetness of lips will add persuasiveness. 22.
Intelligence is a well of life[r1] to its possessors, but the discipline of the foolish ones is foolishness.
23. The heart of the wise one teaches through his mouth, and he adds learning to his [own] lips. 24.
Pleasant sayings are as a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and a healing to the bones.
There is a way that is [seemingly, but wrongly] upright before a man, but the roads of death are the end of
it. 
The soul of the hard worker has worked hard for him, because his mouth urges it of him. [work for food] 27.

Proverbs 21:2
See Jeremiah 43:10; Leviticus 26:27-41
Psalm 37:16
Psalm 37:16
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A good-for-nothing man is digging up evil, and something like a scorching fire is upon his lips.
[complaining over work] A perverse man sends forth contention, and a slanderer separates good
28.
friends.
29.

31.
32.

33.

A man of violence will deceive his friend, and will steer him in a direction that is not good; 30. he closes
his eyes [to the friendship] so as to devise up intrigues... and bites his lips [against speaking truth] in order to
bring mischief to life.
Grey-headedness is a crown of beauty when encountered in the path of righteousness.



He that is slow to anger is better than a mighty man, and the one controlling his spirit than the one
capturing a city.
The lot is cast in the bosom [heart’s desire], but every decision by it comes from Jehovah.70

17
Sol´o-mon illustrates the nuances of condemnation in behaviour and attitude
1. Better is a parched piece of bread with tranquillity than a house filled with
and quarrelling.
2.

3.
4.

5.

[the meat of burnt]

sacrifices! ...

An insightful servant will rule over the son who acts shamefully, and he will have a share of the
inheritance among the brothers.
The crucible [refining pot] is for silver and the furnace for gold, but Jehovah is the refiner of hearts. 
The mischievous one gives most credence to hurtful lips; a liar actively listens to the ruinous
tongue.
Whoever mocks the destitute has reproached his Maker; he who is joyful at
be free from punishment.

[another’s]

[spiteful]

disaster will not

6.

The crown of old men is the grandsons, and the beauty of sons are their fathers.

7.

Superior talk is as unbecoming on a foolish person, as a lying mouth on a noble!

8.

A bribe is as a charmed stone in the eyes of its owner; wherever he turns it will cause him to prosper. 71

9.

The one covering over transgression is searching for love
he that repeats a matter separates friends.

10.

[in the situation, to let damaged happiness flourish],

A reproof makes a greater impression in a person of understanding than would a hundred strikes upon a
stupid one.

11.

The bad one keeps seeking only rebellion, and so a cruel messenger will be sent against him.

12.

It is better to encounter a bear bereaved of its cubs, than someone stupid in his foolishness.

13.

Whoever repays bad for good, bad will not depart from his house.

14.

15.

whereas

The beginning of contention is as one letting out waters; so walk away from contention before it breaks
out.
He who vindicates the wicked one and he who condemns the righteous one are both disgusting to
Jehovah.

16.

Why is the price to acquire wisdom in the hand of a foolish one, when he has no heart?72

17.

A friend loves his associate all the time, and a brother is born for when there is distress.

18.

A man who is wanting in heart shakes hands, going full surety before his companion.

19.

Anyone loving transgression is loving strife, and the one making his entryway high is seeking a crash.

20.

The crooked at heart will not find good, and the one with a perverse tongue will fall into calamity.

21.

Anyone having a stupid child does so to his sorrow, and the father of a senseless child will not rejoice.

70

U´rim and Thum´mim stone placed in the breastplate of the High Priest Exodus 28:30, but God gives the judgement through them
The meaning of the Hebrew is subtle and open to interpretation – for good or for bad: speaking of a gift or a bribe, a jewel or a lucky charm,
and a man of genuine respect or one who can bribe others for their mutual advancement at the expense of more decent people
72
Matthew 7:6
71
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22.

A merry heart makes a good curer, but a broken spirit makes the bones dry.

23.

A wicked man takes a bribe from the bosom to bend the paths of judgement.73

24.

26.

28.

Wisdom is before the face of the understanding one, but at the extremity of the earth to the eyes of
the stupid one. 25. A stupid son is a vexation to his father and a bitterness to she who gave him
birth.
Furthermore, it is not good to lay a fine upon the righteous one, nor to strike nobles for their
uprightness. 27. The knowledgeable one restrains his words, and a man of discernment has a
precious spirit.
Even a fool – when keeping silent – will be regarded as wise. Anyone closing his lips [will be regarded] as a
man of understanding.

18
Sol´o-mon declares the good way, and how those who do not follow it have made a trap
for themselves in their exuberance – with results – in vain ways
1.

One isolating himself will seek [his own] selfish longing; he will repel all wisdom. 2. A stupid person does
not delight in discernment, except to reveal his heart’s delight.

3.

When wickedness enters, contempt will enter also; and along with dishonour comes reproach.

4.

The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters – a gushing stream... or a fountain of wisdom.

5.

It is not good to exalt the face of the wicked one by turning aside the righteous one in judgement.

6.

9.

The speech of the stupid one comes in [a spirit of] contention, and his mouth cries out for a beating. 7. The
mouth of the stupid one is his ruin, and his speech is a snare for his soul. 8. The words of the
slanderer are as [food] swallowed greedily, which go down into the innermost parts of the belly.
The one being slack in his work is a brother to the owner of ruin.74

10.

The Name of Jehovah is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is made safe;
the rich man is his strong town, and as a protective wall... in his imagination.

11.

...the wealth of

12.

The heart of man is lofty before a crash, and there is humility before glory.

13.

Folly and disgrace come upon the one who replies to a matter before he hears

14.

The spirit of a man will sustain him during his illness, but who can bear a stricken spirit?!

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

[it].

The heart of the discerning one will acquire knowledge, and the ear of wise ones will earnestly seek
knowledge.
A man’s gift will make a large opening for him, and will lead him before great men.
The one [who speaks] first in his legal case appears righteous... but his associate will come in, and
thoroughly examine him.
The lot [decision by tossing a coin] causes contentions to rest, and it even separates mighty ones [opponents].
A brother who is transgressed against is more than [harder to regain than] a strong town; and [their]
contentions are like the gate-bar of a dwelling tower.
A man’s belly will be satisfied with the fruit of his mouth; he will be satisfied with the progress [produce,
good effect] of his words.75 Death and life lie in the power of the tongue, and those loving it will eat
21.
its fruitage.

22.

He who finds a wife finds goodness! – and will obtain approval from Jehovah.

23.

The destitute will plead entreaties, but the rich one will answer harshly.

24.

A man of [many] companions becomes broken to pieces, but a friend stays closer than a brother.

73

See God’s 2 nd sign – the leprous hand brought out of the fold of the garment, the filthy bribe – which was a part of Phar´aoh’s Sed festival, the
blessing and bestowing of bounty after a harvest Exodus 4:6-8
74
Our dependents suffer – or gain – through our diligence
75
Do not practice gossip. Good speech makes one feel good, especially if that reasoning is wise and spreads abroad... but words can also harm...
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19
Counsel on whom to rebuke and counsel, and which ones to simply leave to their own
devices
1.

4.

5.

6.
7.

Anyone who is destitute but who walks in his integrity  is better than the one whose words are false
and is stupid. 2. Moreover, it is not good that a soul remain without knowledge, and he that is
hurrying with his feet makes mistakes. 3. The foolishness of the smirking man [spiritually mediocre rather
than lowly] subverts his way, making his heart becomes enraged against Jehovah Himself!
Wealth causes the increase of many friends, but the poor one will become separated
companion.
A lying witness will not be exempt from punishment, and he who
escape.

8.

The one acquiring heart is loving his soul, guarding discernment to acquire good.

9.

A false witness will not be exempt from punishment, and he who

11.

The discretion of a man certainly defers his anger, and it is beauty on his part to pass over transgression.
The raging of a king is like the growling of a maned young lion, but his goodwill is like the dew 76 upon the
vegetation.

13.

A stupid son means calamity to his father, and a wife’s brawling is as a leaking roof. 

14.

The inheritance from fathers is a house and wealth, but a discreet wife is from Jehovah.

15.

Laziness causes a deep sleep to fall, and an idle soul goes hungry.

21.

24.

25.

26.

80

breathes lies will perish.

Luxury is not suitable for a stupid person – less indeed than for a servant to rule over princes!

19.

79

[customarily]

10.

18.

78

breathes lies will not

The brothers of the destitute one have hated him – how much farther have his friends kept away from
him! He pursues [them] with messages, but they do not respond to him.

16.

77

from his

Many will profusely beg the favour of a patron, but everybody is a friend to the man who gives gifts.

12.

76

[customarily]

[even]

The one keeping the commandment is guarding his soul; he that is despising His [God’s] ways will be put
to death. 17. The one showing favour to the lowly one is lending to Jehovah, and He will repay his
treatment to him.
Chastise your son while there exists hope; so that you do not lift up your soul [ful desire] to letting him
be put to death.77
He of great rage must bear the punishment – for if you would deliver [him], you will keep doing it again
and again. 20. Listen to counsel and accept discipline, in order that you may become wise in your
last day.78
There are many plans in the heart of a man, but it is the counsel of Jehovah that will stand. 22. The
desirable thing in earthling man is his loving-kindness [toward God]; and a destitute man is better
than a liar. 23. The fear of Jehovah leads toward life, and one will lodge [on earth] in satisfaction; he
will not be visited by evil.
The lazy one has buried his hand in the banquet bowl; he cannot even make it come back to his
mouth.79 
If you would strike the ridiculer then the inexperienced will beware, and if you correct the
understanding one he may understand discernment [between the two methods of discipline].
He that is maltreating a father [and] that chases a mother away is a son causing shame and bringing
disgrace. 27. Cease, my son, so as to listen to reproof about straying from the sayings of
knowledge. 28. A good-for-nothing witness derides justice, and the mouth of wicked people
swallows down lawlessness.80 29. Judgements have been firmly established for ridiculers, and

Psalm 133:1-3
Chastise him, before he gets so bad that you have to allow him to be executed!
Subtle encouragement! that observing counsel may not bring perfection, but a cumulative improvement!
Proverbs 26:15
Wicked people see lawlessness as their bread -and-butter
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strokes for the back of stupid ones.

20
These proverbs speak of bad attitudes – those who ridicule or deride the Holy ones or
Holy things, then turn around with a “genuine interest”
1.
2.

3.
4.

Wine is a ridiculer, intoxicating liquor is clamorous, and everyone becoming intoxicated by it is not wise.
The frightfulness of a king is a growling like that of a maned young lion. Anyone drawing his fury sins
against his own soul.
It is a glory for a man to desist from disputing, but everyone foolish will burst out [in contention].
The lazy one will not plough “...because of the cold” [of late autumn]; he will be begging in harvest time, but
there will be nothing.

5.

Counsel in the heart of a man is as deep waters, but the man of discernment will draw it up.

6.

Many men will each proclaim his own [quality of] kindness, but who can find a trustworthy man?

7.

The righteous walks about in his integrity. Happy are his sons following after him.

8.

A king sitting upon the throne of judgement, scatters away all badness – [simply] with a glance [his own eyes].

9.

Who can say:
‘I have cleansed my heart; I have become pure from my sin’

10.
11.

13.



Two sorts of weights and two sorts of e´phah measures  – both of them are abhorrent to Jehovah.81
Even a [young] boy – by his actions – makes himself recognised as to whether his manner is pure and
upright – 12. the [over-]hearing ear and the [causally-]observing eye – Jehovah made both of them.
Do not love sleep, that you may not come to poverty.
bread.

[If you]

open your eyes, you will be satisfied with

Deceptive buyer ––––– defrauded seller

⇒

14.

‘It is bad, bad!’

says the buyer... but when he has departed [having purchased cheaply] then he boasts about himself.
15.

16.

There is gold, and there is an abundance of pearls; but the lips [which dispense] knowledge are precious
vessels.
Take the garment as surety from a [male] stranger, but in the case of a foreign woman, seize a pledge
from him [the one asking for surety for her].82 

17.

Bread [gained by] falsehood is pleasurable to a man, but afterward his mouth will be filled with gravel.

18.

You should establish plans with [the help of] counsel, but engage in war under skilful direction.83

19.

He that is going about as a slanderer is uncovering confidential talk; and you must have no fellowship
with one that is enticed with his lips. 84 20. [and] as for anyone calling down evil upon his father and
his mother, his lamp will be extinguished at the approach of darkness. 85

21.

An inheritance acquired by greed at the beginning will not be blessed toward its end.

22.

Do not say:
‘I will pay back evil!’

[but rather]
23.

hope in Jehovah, and He will save you.

Diverse weights  are abhorrent to Jehovah, and a cheating pair of scales is not good.

81

Leviticus 19:35-36
( Proverbs 27:13 ) A man would not have dealings like this with a foreign woman, but she might ask through her male associate. The first counsel
is legal – surety, to be returned every nightfall – whilst the second demands that the ma n who has approached on behalf of the foreign woman to
give the pledge himself so as not to induce an softening and exploitation of the heart in the lender
83
Consider reasoning and advice in plans, but leave decisions on warfare to the professionals!
84
Psalm 12:1-3
85
Exodus 21:17
82
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24.

27.
28.

The [direction of the] steps of a valiant man are from Jehovah; so how can a common man discern his way?
25. It is a snare [to the Holy man] when a common man speaks inconsiderately of something Holy yet
afterwards vows to inquire [of it].86 26. ...but a wise king disperses wicked people, and he turns
around [and rides his chariot] over them!
The breath of man is the lamp of Jehovah, carefully searching all the innermost parts of the bosom.
Loving-kindness and trueness will safeguard the king; and he has sustained his throne with lovingkindness.

29.

The beauty of young men is their power, and the splendour of old men is their grey-headedness. 

30.

Bruising wounds will scour away infection, as do pestilences to the innermost parts of the belly.

21
1.

2.

The king’s heart is as streams of water in the hand of Jehovah, over all of which He exerts influence just
as He wishes.
Every way of a man is upright in his own eyes, but Jehovah evaluates the hearts  [behind those choices]. 3.
To practise righteousness and judgement is more preferable to Jehovah than sacrifice. 87

4.

Haughty eyes and an arrogant heart – the [veritable] ploughing of the wicked ones – are sin.

5.

The plans of the diligent one surely make for advantage, but everyone that is hasty surely heads for want.

6.

9.

The acquisition of treasures by a false tongue is an exhalation driven to and fro by those [unknowingly]
striving after ruin. 7. The violence [carried out] by the wicked ones will drag them away, because
they refused to do justice. 8. A perverse way of man is laden with guilt; but the work of an
upright man is clear [of it].
It is better to dwell upon a corner of a roof than in a house shared with a contentious wife. 

10.

13.

14.

17.

He who loves merriment will be a man in need; he that is loving wine and oil will not gain riches.

It is better to dwell in a wilderness than with a contentious and quarrelling wife.

20.

There is desirable treasure and oil in the abode of the wise one, but the stupid man will swallow it up.

21.

The one pursuing righteousness and loving-kindness will find life[r1] and righteousness... and glory!

25.

89
90

The wicked will be a ransom for the righteous one, and the treacherous one in place of the upright
ones.

19.

23.

88

A gift made in secrecy subdues anger, and a bribe in the bosom [subdues] strong rage. 15. It is a pleasure to
the righteous one to do justice, but is the ruin of those contriving lawlessness.
The man who wanders from the way of understanding will rest in the congregation of the living dead. 89

22.

87

Whoever is stopping up his ear to the cry of the lowly one, he himself will also call and not be
answered.88

16.

18.

86

The soul of the wicked one has craved for badness; his neighbour will be shown no favour in his eyes. 11.
When the ridiculer is [judicially] fined the inexperienced will become wise, and when the wise one
is given insight he will receive knowledge. 12. The righteous one gives prudent consideration to the
house of the wicked one [to avoid it], overturning the wicked ones to [their own] calamity.

A wise one has scaled even the city of mighty men and will cast down the security
confidence.
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of its

The one guarding his mouth and his tongue guards his soul from distresses. 24. “Presumptuous, selfassuming braggart”90 is the name of the one who acts in a fury of presumptuousness.
The craving of the lazy will kill him! for his hands have refused to work. 26. All the day he has shown
himself eagerly craving, but the righteous one will neither give nor spare him. 27. The sacrifice of

Matthew 7:6
David is quoting Samuel to his predecessor King Saul – see 1 s t Samuel 15:22
See “Rich M an and Laz´a-rus” Luke 16:19
Ostracism from guidance, treated as dead while still alive
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the wicked ones is detestable; how much more so when he brings it mischievously?!
28.
29.

30.

A lying witness will perish, but the man that is listening constantly will speak. 91
A wicked man makes his face hard [uncompromising], but the upright is the one who considers [willing to be
shown to be wrong] his ways.
There is no wisdom, nor any discernment, nor counsel against Jehovah; 31. the horse [uncompromising, combative
individual] is prepared for the day of battle, but salvation belongs to Jehovah.

22
Sol´o-mon shows humility and appreciation – advocating Godly standards, and
declaring that he himself would feel privileged and blessed to hear the words of a lowly
one whose heart was fine! He speaks of how God upholds fine speech and subverts
foolish and lying talk.
He speaks of patience – not using quips of wisdom to be smart, but to learn how wisdom
supports itself by its many facets (v 19-21). Sol´o-mon counsels a natural separation
between those who follow wisdom and the mean men – the contrived dregs of humanity
– declaring that an absolute pauper will stand himself before kings because he has
learned wisdom, whereas a wealthy dregs-of-society man will remain in the darkness

God’s Blessing is True Riches
1.

3.

7.

A name92 should be [is to be] chosen over abundant riches – [a received] kindness is better than [earned] silver
and gold. 2. The rich one and the destitute one have met each other! Jehovah is the Maker of
them all.
The prudent one has seen the [impending] calamity and has concealed himself, but the inexperienced have
passed along and have suffered the penalty. 4. The consequence of humility [is] the fear of Jehovah
– riches and glory and life.[r1] 5. Thorns [and] traps are in the well-trodden path of the crooked one;
the one who is guarding his soul will keep away from them. 6. Train up a boy by directing the way
for him, then when he grows old he will not turn aside from it. 93
The rich one rules over those of little means, and the borrower is servant to the one lending [to him]. 8.
He that is sowing unrighteousness will reap trouble, and the [brandished] rod of his fury will come
to its end. 9. He who has a kindly eye will be blessed because he has given of his food to the lowly
one.

On Fine– and Poor– Speech
10.

13.



Drive away the ridiculer, and then contention will leave [with him] – just as strife [or “verbal jousting”] will
cease and dishonour [with it]. 11. Whoever is loving purity of heart [will have] the king as companion
[recipient, blessed and privileged audience] for the graciousness from his lips. 94 The eyes of Jehovah have
12.
safeguarded knowledge, but He subverts the words of the treacherous one.
The lazy one has said:

lazy one, making excuses –––––

≺ ‘There is a lion outside! I shall be dashed to pieces in the midst of the public squares!’ 
14.

16.

17.

The mouth of foreign women is a deep pit; the one who is made mad by Jehovah will fall there. 15. [...and
while] foolishness is tied up with the heart of a boy, [but] the rod of discipline will remove it far
from him.95
The one defrauding the lowly one in order to increase his own wealth
one are definitely lacking [in spirit].

[and]

the one giving to the rich

Incline your ear and listen to the words of the wise ones, that you may apply your heart to my
knowledge. 18. For it is pleasing that you should keep them in your bosom, so that they may

91

Let the lying witness speak unhindered – he will bring about his own demise
A name in Jehovah’s eyes Genesis 32:27-31 This sentence is more clearly translated in the p assive imperative: “Choose a name rather than
riches – better to be given favour than to earn silver or gold”
93
Ecclesiastes 11:10
94
“graciousness” – in the sense of bestowed; the king will feel privileged and blessed to receive the words of such a man
95
This latter counsel is to quell the minds of parents over the previous – that their young children can be misled by foreign women, but those
boys are not inherently bad or mad or corrupt: just young, and good guidance from the parents will protect them
92
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[eventually]
19.

22.

24.

26.

28.
29.

become firmly established together upon your lips.96

I have given you knowledge today for your confidence to come to be in Jehovah – yes, yours! 20. Have I
not written you a completeness of counsellings and knowledge, 21. to cause you to know the
certainty of true sayings, so as to cause you to answer with truthful [wise] words to the ones
[adversaries] dispatched toward you?97
Do not rob the lowly one because he is lowly, and do not crush the afflicted one in the gate,
Jehovah Himself will plead their cause, and He will rob of soul those robbing them.

23.

for

Do not have companionship with anyone who has adopted anger [as a ploy], and you must not enter in
with a man having fits of rage, 25. that you may not become familiar with his paths and [willingly]
take a snare for your soul.
Do not become one of those who shake hands – who go security for loans. 27. If you have no [obligation]
to pay, why should he take your bed from under you?
Do not move back a boundary of long ago, which your forefathers have made.



Have you beheld a man diligent in his work? He will station himself before kings – he will not station
himself before mean [the dregs of] men.

23
Sol´o-mon gives counsel against turning to bad ways, or being influenced by seemingly
prominent people who do not love God: better to cut your own throat than to die
poisoned by their corrupt ways of living. Some people do not even have God as the
gate-keeper to their souls, but have adopted a more worldly and hedonistic god.
On this theme Sol´o-mon advises the hording of good qualities, not presuming one to be
superior to the others – and counsels against bad practices such as visiting prostitutes
and drunkenness

In case you should sit down to feed yourself with a ruler [significant person with authority], you should diligently
consider the one before you... 2. – and you must put a knife to your throat if you are the owner of your
soul! 3. You must not crave his tasty dishes, as it is the food of lies. 4. Do not toil to become wealthy in
desisting-from-your-own-understanding. 5. Have you caused your eyes to fly toward it, when it is nothing?
– for without fail it [wealth of foolishness] makes wings that beat like those of an eagle and it flies toward the
sky.98 6. Do not consume the bread of the evil eye – nor crave its tasty dishes  – 7. for the gate-keeper
of his soul is just like him. He says to you:
1.



hard-hearted and deceptive man –––––

⇒ ‘Eat and drink’,

but his heart is not toward you. 8. You will vomit out the morsel that you have eaten, and you will have
spoiled your pleasant words. 99
9.

You must not speak in the ears of a stupid person, for he will despise your wise words.

Do not move back the boundary of long ago,  and do not go into the field of bereaved people 11. for
their Redeemer is firm; He Himself will plead their cause against you; 12. bring your heart to admonition
and your ear to the sayings of knowledge.
10.

Do not hold back discipline from the mere boy; if you beat him with a stick, he will not die. 14. You –
yourself – should beat him with the stick... and you may deliver his very soul from She´ol!
13.

Fatherly Advice from Sol´o-mon

My son, if your heart has become wise, my heart will rejoice – yes, even mine! 16. and my kidneys[r3] will
exult when your lips speak uprightness.
15.

17.

Do not let your heart be envious of sinners, 100 but be in the fear of Jehovah all day long, 18. for in

96

The wise ones – taught by God – will say what Sol´o-mon is saying – and it is good to gather and nurture wisdom, rather than to blurt out a
single quip
97
Proverbs 27:11
98
Foolishness feeds off itself and distances one further and further away from ones own p owers of understanding
99
Matthew 7:6
100
See the beautiful psalm of A´saph Psalm 73

Page 252 of 299

Proverbs

that case there will be a future, and your hope will not be cut off.
You, my son, listen and become wise, and direct your heart on in the way [of Jehovah]. 20. Do not
come to be among heavy drinkers of wine, or who are riotous [imprudent – possibly non-kosher] meateaters; 21. for a drunkard and a glutton will come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe that one with
rags.
19.

Listen to your father who caused your birth, and do not despise your mother101 just because she
has grown old. 23. Purchase truth – but do not sell wisdom and discipline and understanding. 102 24. The
father of a righteous one will rejoice greatly! and the one fathering a wise one will greatly rejoice in
him.103 25. Your father will rejoice, and your mother who gave birth to you will be joyful!104
22.

My son, give your heart to me, and may your eyes take pleasure in my ways. 27. For a prostitute is a
deep pit – and a foreign105 woman is a narrow well.106 28. Indeed, she lies in wait107 – just like a robber
– and she causes the increase of treacherous [esp. sexual: adultery] ones among men.
26.

Who has woe? Who has unfulfilled desire? Who has contentions? Who has sad murmuring? Who has
injuries for no [apparent] reason? Who has bleary eyes?! 30. – those staying a long time with the
wine, those coming to search [even] for mixed108 wine.
29.

[suffered]

Do not stare at wine when it exhibits a red colour, when it gives off its sparkle in the cup, [when] it
moves with a slickness... 32. [for] at its end it bites like a serpent, and stings [secretes poison] like a viper – 33. your
eyes will see strange things, and your heart will speak perverse things, 34. and you will become like one lying
down [floating] in the heart of the sea, even like one lodging at the top of a mast!
31.



wine-loving man –––––

↻

‘They struck me, but I did not become sick; they have smitten me, but I did not know it. When I
wake up, I shall seek it yet some more.’
35.

24
Sol´o-mon shows the difference between solitariness – one’s own wisdom – and the
benefits of the other wise facets: one to plan and succeed, the others to enhance – or
even to help rescue from difficult situations. He urges “his son” to seek the sweetness of
wisdom – not to pursue his own solutions, which inevitably are worldly in their actions
which are enticing but neither wise nor sweet at-all – and also urges him not to take
revenge. These lead to complacency – an ease of solution – which ease of lying down is
brutally overcome by the stridently walking poverty and the dire straits armed like a
warrior, hard to overcome
1.

3.

7.

Do not be envious of bad men,109 nor crave to be among them [for the ease and benefits], 2. for their heart is
preoccupied with oppression, and their lips speak mischief.
A house[r4] [family line] will be built by wisdom, and it will be restored by understanding. 4. and by
discernment will the interior rooms be filled with all manner of precious and pleasant riches. 110 5.
A wise man is strong, and a man of knowledge reinforces power – 6. for you will make [prepare for]
war through wise strategies, but [build] salvation through the multitude of counsellors. 
Wisdom is too high for a foolish one; he will not open his mouth in the gate.[r5] 8. As for the one
fabricating evil schemes toward him [the wise one], he will be called a master[r6] of evil schemes. 9. A
[any] plan purposed by foolishness is sin, and a ridiculer is abhorrent to mankind.

10.

If you have shown yourself discouraged in the day of distress, your power has been constrained; 11.
[rather] deliver those who are being taken away to death, and perhaps you may hold back those

101

Proverbs 1:8-9
All such good qualities are necessary and complement each other Proverbs 22:19-21; Proverbs 24:3-4
103
Encouraging his son not to pursue truth while leaving wisdom aside – each builds with the help of the other. A “righteous” son – who is also
“wise” – brings a double portion of joy to his parents
104
Recall: this was before medical assistance Genesis 3:16; John 16:21
105
“foreign” – that is, an adulteress Proverbs 7:5-23
106
Proverbs 22:14
107
Proverbs 7:6-23
108
The mixed remnants of nearly -empty wine containers
109
( Proverbs 23:17 ) Psalm 73
110
All such good qualities are n ecessary and complement each other Proverbs 22:19-21; Proverbs 23:23
102
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who are sliding to the slaughter. 12. For if you should say:
‘Look! We did not know of this’,
will not He Who evaluates hearts  discern it, and He Who guards your soul perceive? He
Who recompenses [every] man according to his works?

…More Fatherly Advice from Sol´o-mon
13.

Eat [value] 111 honey, my son, for it is good, and let sweet comb honey drip upon your palate. 14. In the
same way, know [taste] wisdom upon your soul. When you have found [it], then there is a future
[for you] and your hope will not be severed. Do not lie in wait – like a wicked one – against the
15.
homestead of the righteous one; do not ravage his resting-place, 16. for the righteous one may fall
[through circumstance] seven times but he will get up again, whereas the wicked ones will stumble
through badness.112
Do not rejoice when your enemy falls,113 and do not let your heart exult when he is made
feeble 18. for fear that Jehovah may see and it be bad in His eyes and He turns back His anger from
against him. 19. [Also] do not grow incensed at evildoers – do not become envious of wicked
people114 – 20. for there will be no future for anyone bad; the lamp of wicked ones will be
extinguished. 21. [Instead] my son: fear Jehovah and the king – do not intermeddle with those who
want change, 22. for their disaster will arise suddenly, and who knows the misfortune [awaiting]
them both?
17.

23.

These [words] also belong to the wise ones:
It is not good to show partiality in judgement. 24. Groups will curse the one who says to the
wicked one:



lying or misguided judge of character –––––

‘You are righteous’,

communities will denounce him... 25. but it [their reaction] will be pleasant for those reproving
[the wicked one], and the good blessing will come upon them; 26. it [the good blessing] will kiss the lips of
the one responding with straightforward words.
[and]

27.

28.

Establish your work out of doors, and make it ready in the field... afterward you can build your house
[both building and family – children] for yourself.
Do not become a witness against your fellowman without grounds and deceive
your lips. 29. Do not say:

[and thereby harm yourself]

with

‘Just as he did to me, so I am going to do to him. I shall repay the man according to his actions.’
30.

I passed along by the field of the lazy individual and by the vineyard of the man lacking in heart, 31. and
look! all of it produced thorns. Nettles covered its very surface, and its stone wall had been
torn down. 32. So I gazed and I took it to my heart; I saw... [and] I took the warning:
a little sleeping, a little slumbering, a little folding of the hands so as to lie down... 34. and your
poverty will come [powerful, active, hard to defeat] as a long-distance traveller, your neediness as an
armed man.
33.

25
King Hez-e-ki´ah highlighted some of Sol´o-mon’s proverbs which meant a lot to him,
and he had them copied out for the education and up-building of others

These also are the proverbs of Sol´o-mon that the men of Hez-e-ki´ah the king of
Judah copied out:
1.

The glory of God is to conceal a matter, and the glory of kings is to penetrate a matter. 3. The heavens
are for height and the earth for depth, but there is no searching the heart of kings.
2.

111

Appreciate – and do not trample on – good things Proverbs 27:7; do not be in a hurry for vengeance or self -solutions
The means of the fall of the adversary – misadventure, rather than by God’s execution
113 n d
2 Samuel 18:33; Jude 1:6-7; Romans 9:1-3; compare Revelation 20:10
114
Indicating how being incensed through righteous indignation can lead to envy, and a turning to their ways Proverbs 23:17 See prayer of A´saph
Psalm 73
112

Page 254 of 299

Proverbs

Remove the dross from the silver, and a vessel [end-product] will come forth to the refiner. 5. Removing the
wicked one from before the king, and his throne will be established in righteousness.
4.

Do not honour yourself before the king,  and do not take a position in the hallway of great ones. 115 7. For
it is better for it to be said to you:
6.



King ––––– humble one

⇒ ‘Come up here’,
than to be placed lower before a genuine nobleman whom your eyes have

[already]

noticed.

Do not go forth hastily to conduct a legal case, for fear of what you will have to do at its end when your
opponent has put you to shame; 9. debate your contention with your fellowman116 – do not lay bare the
secret of another; 10. for fear that the one listening may put you to shame and your bad report be beyond
retraction. 11. A word spoken at the proper time is like golden apricots in a silver setting [bowl].117
8.

Like a gold earring and an ornament carved out of gold ore, are a wise reprover upon the hearing ear. 118
[heat] of harvest is the faithful envoy to those sending him, for he
13. Just like the coolness of snow in the day
restores the soul of his masters... 14. but as wispy clouds and [as] a wind without downpour is a man
boasting about a gift he never gave.
12.

15.

A magistrate may be persuaded by a long face, and a mild tongue can break bone.

When you have found honey eat [only] what is enough for you,  for fear that you may have too much of
it and you will vomit it up. 17. Make your foot rare at the house of your fellowman, for fear he may have
too much of you and hate you.
16.

A man responding with false testimony to his associate is like a war hammer and a sword and a
sharpened arrow; 19. confidence in a treacherous man in the day of distress is like a broken tooth and a
dislocated foot, 20. [whereas] the one removing a garment on a cold day is as vinegar upon alkali [burns] and
as a singer with songs upon a gloomy heart.119 21. [Likewise] if the one hating you is hungry, give him bread to
eat – and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 22. for you are taking hold of [lifting off] the embers upon his
head, and Jehovah Himself will reward you. 120
18.

As the wind from the north drives away a downpour, so does an enraged face to a back-biting tongue. 24.
It is better to dwell upon a corner of a roof than in a house shared with a contentious wife. 
23.

25.

As cold water upon a tired soul, so is a good report from a distant land.

26.

A righteous one who slips before the face of a wicked one is as a fouled spring and a ruined well. 121

It is not good to eat too much honey, nor for men to highlight their own glory. 28. The man who
has no restraint upon his spirit is like a city broken through without a wall.
27.

26
On inappropriateness and reason: to counsel someone for the right reason, to suffer the
consequences – however unjust – in choosing bad representatives. The difference
between something refined – and its glory – to that of a finely sawn stone hidden in a
slag-heap of discarded bricks
1.

Like snow in summer and like rain in harvest-time, so glory is not fitting for a stupid one.

Just as a bird for fleeing [through fright] and as a swallow for flying [for migration], so a malediction does not
come without cause. 3. A whip is for the horse, a bridle is for the ass, and the rod is for the back of stupid
people.
2.

Do not answer [engage with, counsel] someone stupid in the manner of his foolishness, in fear that you also
may not become equal to him... 5. [but] answer someone stupid regarding his foolishness that he may not
4.

115

See Luke 14:7
Matthew 5:25
117
The carved silver bowl will both sterilise the fruit of impur ities and heighten its ripening, to enhance the aroma as it lies there
118
The raw and the fashioned – both of gold, both valuable! Both noticed by everyone who sees them!
119
Alkali burns were neutralised with a dose of vinegar, which reduced pain and inflam mation and injury to the flesh
120
Widely mistranslated as a license to gloat on the future judgement of another ( Romans 12:20 ; see also Proverbs 24:17-18 ) – but this is
actually counsel to ease the hot -head by quenching or removing the embers which are burning his brain into anger Ecclesiastes 10:4
121
The righteous one will be ruined by them
116
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become someone wise in his own eyes.
He that sends messages by the hand of someone stupid cuts off his feet and drinks injustice, 7. [for] the
legs of the lame one are as feeble as a proverb in the mouth of stupid people. 122 8. He who gives glory to a
stupid one is like someone concealing a building stone in a heap of [discarded] stones.123
6.

As a thorn is brandished by a drunkard, so is a proverb in the mouth of a fool.124 10. To bring forth [reveal,
show] everything to all is to reward both the stupid one and the ones passing-by. 125
11. The stupid one who
repeats his foolishness is like a dog which has returned to its vomit. 12. Have you seen a man wise in his
own eyes? There is more hope for a stupid one than for him.
9.

The Lazy One...
13.



The lazy one has said:

lazy one, making excuses –––––

≺ ‘There is a young lion [a hunter] in the road, and a lion [to catch the fleeing prey] in the public squares.’ 
A door will turn itself upon its pivot... and the lazy one upon his couch. 15. The lazy one has buried his
hand in the banquet bowl [searching for something nice to eat], [but] he is too weary to bring it back to his mouth. 

16. The lazy one is wiser in his own eyes than seven giving a perceptive reply.
14.

The Impetuous One...
17.

A passer-by who diverts into a quarrel that is not his has taken hold of a dog by the ears.

The Hateful One...

Just like a mad man shooting fiery missiles – arrows and death – 19. so is the man that has tricked his
fellowman and has said:
18.



cruel and sly man –––––

‘Was I not having fun?’

Where there is no wood the fire will go out, and where there is no slanderer contention will grow still.
As charcoal is for embers and wood for the fire, so is a contentious man for causing a quarrel to glow. 22.
The words of a slanderer are things to be swallowed greedily, and they go down into the innermost parts
of the belly.126 23. Burning lips and a bad heart are like the dross of smelted silver spilling over the
earthenware crucible. 24. The hater makes himself unrecognisable with his words, but lays up deception
within himself – 25. even though he might make his speech sound gracious, do not believe in him, for there
are seven detestable  things in his heart. 26. Hatred hides itself with deceit; its badness will reveal itself
in the congregation. 27. The one that is excavating a pit will fall into it, and the one rolling away a stone – it
will turn back upon him: 28. a lying tongue hates the one crushed by it, and a flattering mouth causes
stumbling.
20.

21.

27
This whole set of proverbs is about contentment, and not relying on fame or wealth or
future wealth. Vv 23-27 conclude by speaking of a future day when riches have been
taken or have evaporated: no longer owning land for farming, eating whatever grows
wild on the hill and mountain sides for food, having to fight with mountain goats to get
those few crops of berries and nuts and grain, huddling down amongst the sheep – like a
shepherd at night – in order to keep warm, because there is no house to live in... yet you
and your family will have sufficiency, and your daughters will have husbands – and
children! – your line will continue, happily!

Do not make your boast about [your glory due] tomorrow, for you do not know what a day will give birth
to. 2. May someone who turns aside [in admiration] praise you, not your own mouth – a foreign mouth, but
1.

122

“the sender will be mocked – or worse – and his feet and those of his envoys wil l not be welcomed again, because their performance was as
feeble and ineffectual as a pair of lame legs
123
His praise will be eclipsed by the other one’s evident stupidity
124
A birch was used for discipline and a rod for goading workers, but here a drunkard has taken hold of a thorn and waves it about – even though
the thorns on its stem cut his own hand! And a stupid person will brandish a wise proverb, but not know that is is also appl ying to him
125
Very personal to Hez -e-ki´ah, who showed all of his wealth to Mer´o-dach -Bal´a-dan of Babylon – Isaiah 39; 2 n d Kings 20:12-19
126
Ezekiel 3:1-3; Proverbs 27:7
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not your own lips.127
A grievous stone... burdensome sand... but the vexation of a fool is heavier than both of them. 4. There is
the cruelty of rage, also the flood of anger, but who can stand in the face of jealousy? 128
3.

Better is a public reproof than a concealed love. 6. The wounds inflicted by a lover are faithful, but the
kisses of a hater are deceitful.
5.

7.

A [self-]satisfied soul will tread down comb honey, but to a hungry soul

8.

As a bird fleeing away from her nest [its eggs and chicks] is the man fleeing from his place. [will not return]

[even]

any bitter thing is sweet.

Oil and incense make the heart rejoice, as does the sweetness of one’s companion due to heartfelt
counsel. 10. Do not forsake your companion or the companion of your father – neither go to the house of
your brother – on the day of your disaster. A neighbour that is near is better than a brother who is far
away.
9.

Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice, that I may turn back the word to he who is taunting me.129 
[from the calamity]; the inexperienced
12. The shrewd one that has [for]seen the calamity has concealed himself
[to
take
an
interest]
that have crossed over
have suffered the penalty. 13. Take the garment as surety from a [male]
stranger, but in the case of a foreign woman, seize a pledge from him [the one asking for surety for her]. 
11.

He who profusely blesses his fellowman with a loud voice early in the morning will have it accounted as
a belittling upon himself.
14.

A leaking roof that drives one away in the day of a steady rain is comparable to a contentious wife.
16. Anyone sheltering her has sheltered the wind, and his right hand grasps at oil.
15.



as] iron itself is sharpened by iron, so one man sharpens the face [active character, resilience] of another – 18.
the one maintaining the fig tree will eat its fruit, just as the one attending to his master will be honoured.
19. As the [reflected] face in the waters corresponds with face, so does the heart of one man with [that of such]
another man.
17. [Just

20.

She´ol and [the place of] destruction will never be satisfied... neither will the eyes of a man be satisfied.

The crucible [refining pot] is for [refining] silver and the furnace for gold;  and a man is [refined] by the
mouth of [the words of praise] about him.130 22. Even if you should pound the foolish one with a pestle in a
mortar in the midst of ground corn, his foolishness will not leave him.131
21.

You should diligently know the appearance of your flock [family members] – set your heart to your droves; 24.
for wealth will not be to time indefinite, nor a diadem be throughout all generations: 25. [See into the future,
when wealth has departed: ] the green grass [wealth] has departed and the new grass [new status] has appeared,
and the vegetation of the mountains has been gathered [living off wild food]. 26. The young rams are for your
clothing [to keep warm, lacking a house], and the he-goats are the price [contenders for the meagre crops] of the field... 27. But
there is a sufficiency of goats’ milk for your food, for the food of your household, and lives [husbands and
children] for your girls!
23.

28
These proverbs speak of conscience: the bad conscience which feels someone is
watching all the time ; the seared wicked one who quietly sniggers when wickedness
grows prominent ; the man overly-fearful of displeasing God – afraid of falling into any
trap – and the obstinate one who will fall into the trap of bad ways.
Comparison is made between those who receive blessing, and those who will neither
receive blessings nor have their sin wiped out through sacrifice.
1.

The wicked flee when there is no pursuer, but the righteous are confident as a young lion.

There will be many [successive] princes because of the revolt of a land, but a [single] discerning and
knowledgeable man will remain a long time.
2.

127

A hyperbola – since foreigners would not be so forward with Jews – to stress just how far humility must be exercised
A strong hyperbola – Chemah – “heated anger” Leviticus 26:27-28; and Aph – “anger” Deuteronomy 6:15 express warnings of different stages
of anger from God, yet Sol´o-mon ( Hez -e-ki´ah ) deems Man’s jealousy to be stronger in its filth than the righteous anger of God
129
Prophetic of the ministry of the Mes-si´ah
130
Difficult to translate, but the words spoken abut him – in criticism or praise – should refine a man
131
Emphasis on the effort and diligence shown – grits of corn were very tough and needed hard pounding to break them
128
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3.

A destitute man who defrauds the weak is as a sweeping rain that leaves no food.

Those who forsake the law profusely praise the wicked one, but those who are keeping the law will
eagerly contend against them. 5. Men given to badness have not understood judgement, but those who are
seeking Jehovah will understand everything – 6. the impoverished one who is walking in his integrity  is
better than a perverse person, even though he is rich.
4.

A discerning son is observing the law, but one associating with waverers
humiliates his father.
7.

8.

[people blown about by every wind and fancy]

He who increases his wealth through usury and interest will merely be regathering it [wealth – from others who
for the one who shows favour to the poor.132

gained it that way]

Whoever turns his ear away from hearing the law – even his prayer is an abhorrence. 10. He that is causing
the upright ones to go astray into the evil way will himself fall into his own pit, but the faultless ones will
occupy a good place. 11. A rich man is wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who genuinely has discernment
will see through him.
9.

When the righteous ones jump for joy there is abundant beauty [from many], but when the wicked ones
rise up, [such] a man will have to search even for himself! 13. The one who is covering over his revolt will
not progress, but he who confesses them and leaves [them] will be shown mercy.
12.

Happy is the man that constantly feels dread [of falling into bad ways], but he who makes his heart hard will
fall into bad ways.
14.

A wicked ruler over lowly people is like a growling lion and an attacking bear. 16. A leader lacking in
discernment is a prodigious oppressor [as in ‘extortion’ of his people], but the one hating plunder will prolong [his]
days.
15.

A man who is pressed into bloodguilt for a soul will flee – to the pit! No man will stay by him. 18.
he who is walking in integrity  will be saved, but he that is made crooked in [his] ways will fall
suddenly.133
17.

[Whereas]

He who cultivates his own ground will be filled with bread, and the one ardently pursuing vanities will
have his fill of poverty. 20. A man of faithful acts will get many blessings, but the one hastening to gain riches
will not be exempted from punishment. 21. The showing of partiality for personalities is not good, nor that
a [safely established] man should transgress for a morsel of bread.134  22. A man who is itching after valuable
things135 does not know that destitution will come upon him.
19.

He who reproves a man will afterward find more favour than he who flatters with his tongue. 24. [Likewise]
he who robs his father and his mother and says:
23.

‘It is no transgression [merely ‘pre-inheritance’]’,
is kin to a corrupt man.136
He that is proud in his soul stirs up contention, but he that is trusting upon Jehovah will be made fat. 26.
He that is trusting in his own heart is stupid, but he who walks in wisdom will escape. 27. He who is giving
to the destitute will have no want, but he who averts his eyes will get many curses.
25.

When the wicked rise up, a common man conceals himself; but when they perish, they increase as
“righteous” ones.
28.

29
Hez-e-ki´ah continues the difference between the benign passive righteous and the peace
and tranquillity borne in that society, and the trauma that a single wicked one can inflict
on a culture. The to-and-fro between men leads nowhere, but all judgement and all
righteousness and goodness comes only from a humble eye turned toward Jehovah.

132

This seems to be an application of Proverbs 12:14 – “what goes around, comes around”, whereby the usurer will eventually fall down and his
wealth be redistributed to those who need it
133
Perhaps Hez -e-ki´ah included this proverb with the though t of Sen -nach´er -ib and Rab´sha-keh, who taunted and insulted the living God and
brought about the slaughter of 185,000 troops in one night – and the sudden slaughter of Sen -nach´er -ib by the hand of his two sons when he
was actually praying in his temple 2 n d Kings 18 & 19 ( 2 n d Kings 19:35-37 )
134
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah John 13:21-30; John 6:71
135
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah John 12:4-8; Mark 14:11; Deuteronomy 15:11
136
Mark 7:9-13; Luke 15:11
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A man who has been repeatedly reproved hardens his neck, hard but it will be broken in an instant with
no healing. 2. When the righteous become many the people rejoice; but when a wicked one rules, the
people sigh. 3. A man loving wisdom makes his father rejoice, but the one mixing with prostitutes fritters
away wealth; 4. a king makes the land established through justice, but a [mere] man of tributes tears it
down.137
1.

A man being flattered by his companion is spreading out a net for his [own] steps. 6. There is a snare in the
transgression of a bad man, but the righteous one will cry out joyfully and rejoice!
5.

The righteous one searches out the legal claim of the lowly ones, but the wicked one does not pay heed
to such knowledge. 8. Men of derision can inflame a town, but wise men turn back anger. 9. When a wise
man enters into controversy with a foolish man, there is no rest – whether he rages or laughs. 10.
Bloodthirsty men hate anyone blameless; but the upright ones earnestly [and benevolently] seek for his [the
hater’s] soul. A stupid one lets out all of his spirit, but the wise one will [have cause to] praise it [his retained
11.
spirit] afterwards.
7.

Where a ruler is paying attention to lies, all of his servants will be wicked. 13. [however] the poor one and
the oppressor have met each other – [and] Jehovah gives light to the eyes of them both. 14. Where a king is
judging the lowly ones in trueness, his throne will be firmly established for all time.
12.

The rod and reproof will bestow wisdom; but a boy left on the loose will be causing shame to his
mother. 16. Transgression abounds in the increase of wicked ones, but those who are righteous will
[eventually] look on their downfall. 17. [so] discipline your son and he will bring you rest and give much
pleasure to your soul. 18. Where there is no vision the people will be let slip unrestrained, but the one who
keeps the law is happy! 19. A servant will not let himself be corrected by mere words, for he will
understand but give no response.
15.

Do you behold a man hasty with his words? – there is more hope for someone stupid than for him! 21.
The one indulging his servant from youth on will have him as an heir!138 in later life.
20.

An angry man stirs up contention, and a furious man has many a transgression. 23. The pride of the
common man will humble him, but glory will take hold of the one humble in spirit.
22.

He who shares with a thief hates his own soul; he may hear an oath involving a curse, but he reports
nothing139 25. for fear of men will lay the snare; however the one trusting in Jehovah will be exalted to
safety. 26. Many are earnestly seeking the face [favour] of a ruler, but the judgement of [every] man is from
Jehovah. 27. A man of injustice is an abhorrence to the righteous ones ...and someone who is upright in his
way is an abhorrence to a wicked one.
24.

30
A´gur son of Ja´keh is treated as a person – and a prophet – yet he is not mentioned
elsewhere in the scriptures, which is unusual for a man with an entire chapter to himself
in one of the wisdom books.
The familiar manner inspeaking of kings and of women would imply Sol´o-mon – or
perhaps the more reserved Hezekiah, except Hezekiah's father was in no way blameless.
The similarity with the book of Job – "hated" – could indicate Sol´o-mon, however if this
is a continuation of the writing of Hez-e-ki´ah then this would indicate a personification
of 10-tribe Israel, son of the righteous kingdom, calling out to God. Therefore this likely
forms a speech from Israel which had been “gathered” into captivity by Sar´gon during
Hez-e-ki´ah’s reign – as counsel to both Ith´i-el (or Judah “blameless”, “God is with
me”) and to Israel itself, the devoured (U´cal). He admits to lacking even basic worldly
wisdom, as well as the discernment which the priests have – but the one replying tells
him to find wisdom in every word of God, and not to condemn himself for not knowing
the obscure ones.
Israel – dissipated in the wilderness – calls to be fed like E-li´jah fleeing from Jez´e-bel

The words of A´gur [“gathered”] son of Ja´keh [“blameless”], the weighty message of the able-bodied man to
Ith´i-el [“God is with me”] [that is, Judah]… to Ith´i-el and U´cal [“devoured”] [that is, Israel]:
1.

137
138
139

Righteousness is vulnerable to wickedness, and justice undermined by gifts
The very fear expressed by Abraham Genesis 15:3
Leviticus 5:1; Compare Mi´cah’s contrition at Judges 17:2; and the need for action over A´chan Joshua 7:13
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“E-li´jah” ––––– A´gur the son of Ja´keh

≻

2.

Surely I am more unreasoning than man, without even the understanding of smirking [low-grade
man – 3. I have neither learned wisdom nor know the discernment of Holy ones.

character]

↪ 4. Who has ascended to heaven so that he may descend?140  Who has gathered the wind in the hollow

of both hands?141 Who has wrapped up the waters in a mantle? 142 Who has made all the ends of the
earth to rise? What is His Name and what the name of His son, in case you know? 143 

Every saying of God is refined, it is a shield to those taking refuge in Him. 6. Add nothing to His words,
for fear He may reprove you and you be proved to be a liar.
5.



Almighty God ––––– A´gur the son of Ja´keh (echoing E-li´sha to E-li´jah)

⇐ 7. Two things I ask of You144 – do not deny them to me before I die: 8. put untruth and the word of

a lie far away from me. You will give me neither poverty nor riches. Let me be fed on food
prescribed for me,145 9. that I may not become satisfied [in myself] and I actively deny You and say:



A´gur the son of Ja´keh –––––

↻ ‘Who is Jehovah?!’
and that I may not come to poverty and I actually steal – and assail – the Name of my God.146

Do not cause slander against a servant to reach his master, for fear that he may curse you and you be
“found” guilty. 11. There is a generation that calls down evil even upon its father and that does not bless
even its mother 12. – a generation that is pure in its own eyes but that has not been washed from its own
excrement, 13. a generation whose eyes have become O so lofty! whose eyes are lifted up [supercilious], 14. a
generation whose teeth are swords and whose jawbones are slaughtering knives, so as to devour the
afflicted of the earth and the poor from among mankind.
10.

15.

The leeches have two daughters [that cry]:
‘Give! Give!’

There are three things that will never get satisfied, four that have not said:
‘[That is] Enough!’:
16.

She´ol,

a restrained womb,
a land that has not been filled with water,
and fire [also] has not said:
‘Enough!’
The eye that will deride its father and despise obedience to its mother – the ravens of the torrent valley
will bore it out and the young vultures will eat it.
17.

18.

There are three things that have proved extraordinary to me – and four that I have not come to know:
19.

the way of an eagle [flying] in the heavens,

the way of a serpent [climbing] on a rock,
the way of a ship [navigating safely] in the heart of the sea,
...and the way of a man with a maiden!
20.

Here is the way of an adulterous woman: she has devoured [forbidden fruit] and has wiped her mouth [to

140

The tone here is very much like that of the Almighty toward Job at Job 38:2
Sol´o-mon Proverbs 21:1-2
142
E-li´sha 2 n d Kings 2:14
143
Speaking as in Job 38:4. An encouraging reference back to the man speaking – A´gur ( gathered ) son of Ja´keh, that he can know good things.
See John 3:13
144 n d
2 Kings 2:9
145 s t
1 Kings 17:4
146
Exodus 5:2
141
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hide the evidence]



and said:

adulterous woman –––––

≺ ‘...I have committed no wrong.’

21.

The earth is disturbed concerning three things, and there are four which it is not able to bear:
22.

a slave when he rules as king,

a wicked man when he has had his sufficiency of food;
23.

a hated woman when she is betrothed in marriage,

and a maidservant when she dispossesses her mistress [in her husband’s affections].147
24.

29.

There are four things that are the smallest of the earth, but are exceedingly wise:
25.

the ants are not a strong troop, yet they prepare their food in the summer;

26.

the rock badgers are not a mighty troop, and yet they place their abodes upon a crag;

27.

the locusts have no king, and yet they will all go forth in divisions;

28.

the lizard will grasp hold with its hands and is in the palaces of the king.

There are three that are stately in [their] pacing, and four that are stately in [their] walk:
the lion, which is the mightiest among the beasts and which does not turn back from before
anyone;
30.

31.

the greyhound, the he-goat,

and a king against whom there is no uprising.
If you have acted senselessly by lifting yourself up, and if you have schemed evil things, lay your hand to
your mouth. 33. For the churning of the milk causes butter to come forth, and the squeezing of the nose
brings forth blood, and the squeezing of noses [plural – retaliation] brings forth quarrelling.
32.

31
Lem´u-el is not recorded anywhere else in the scriptures, though he was “the king” –
therefore of Judah – inducing many to believe that this may be a pseudonym for Sol´omon himself. However the content is against the profligate enjoyment of women – and
Sol´o-mon had many wives! – so possibly an alter-ego, speaking for the character he
would like to have nurtured.
In contrast, Hez-e-ki´ah had a troubled lineage – A´haz his father was a father at the
age of 11, which may be why Hez-e-ki´ah had had no children even by the time he was
told of his imminent death. This would be enough reason for Hez-e-ki´ah’s mother – Abi´jah the daughter of Zech-a-ri´ah – to give this counsel to see the good qualities of
women. Furthermore Isaiah’s inspired introduction from Jehovah gives credence to
Hez-e-ki´ah as having walked well with (“belonged to”) God Isaiah 38:5
This being so, imagine the love of God in his mother: vowing to raise him for God – like
a latter-day Han´nah – despite the depravity of his father A´haz

The words of Lem´u-el [“belonging to God”] the king, the weighty message with which his mother admonished
him:
1.



mother of Lem´u-el the king (A-bi´jah the daughter of Zech-a-ri´ah) ––––– Lem´u-el the king (King Hez-e-ki´ah)

⇒ 2. What is my son! what is the son of my belly, and what is the son of my vows!
You should not give your strength to women, nor your courses of life to [that which leads to] wiping out
kings.148 4. It is not for kings, O Lem´u-el, it is not for kings to drink wine149 nor for high officials [to say:]
3.

‘Where is intoxicating liquor?’
5.

for fear that one may drink and forget that which is decreed and pervert the cause of the afflicted.

147

Ha´gar dispossessing her mistress Sar´ai in the affection of A´bram Genesis 16:4
2 n d Chronicles 28:1-25
149
Of-course kings do drink wine, but the implication is the manner: celebrating and getting drunk with the men of the army, as di d A´haz – and
his high officers became drunkards also
148
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mother of Lem´u-el the king (A-bi´jah the daughter of Zech-a-ri´ah) ––––– men of the army

≺

GIVE intoxicating liquor to the one about to perish150 and wine to those who are bitter of
soul. 7. He will drink and forget his destitution, and will not remember his toil anymore.
6.

...[but you, my son: ] open your mouth [not for wine, but] for [the cause of] the one with no voice, in the
cause of the bereaved [“those surviving” – orphans]. 9. Open your mouth, judge righteously and plead the cause
of the afflicted one and the destitute one.151
8.

⇒

10.

Who can find a virtuous wife? – her value is far more than that of pearls...
The heart of her owner has put trust in her, so he has no lack of gain: 12. she has rewarded him
with good – not bad – all the days of her life. 13. She has sought out wool and flax [without the need to
purchase], and she works willingly with her hands. She is like the merchant ships – she brings in
14.
her food from far away!
11.

She will get up while it is still night, and will prepare food for her household – and [even] a
portion for her young women!
15.

She has thought about a certain field... and bought it! – with the fruitage of her [own] hands she
has planted a vineyard!152 17. She has girded her hips with strength, and she invigorates her arms; 18.
she has sensed that her trading is good; her lamp does not go out at night153 – 19. she has thrust
out her hands to the distaff, and her hands receive [in consequence] the spindle wheel [newly– filled with
thread].
16.

She has opened out her palm to the afflicted one, and has stretched out her hands toward the
poor one. 21. She does not fear for her household because of the snow, for all her household are
clothed with double garments. 22. She has made embroidered garments for herself; her clothing is of
linen and wool dyed reddish purple.154
20.

Her owner is made known [warmly introduced] in the gates when he sits down with the older men of
the land. 24. She has even made linen [under]garments and sells [them], and she has given belts to
the tradesmen.
23.

Strength and splendour are her [real] clothing,155 and she laughs at [rather than dreads] a future day
– 26. she has opened her mouth in wisdom, and the law of loving-kindness is upon her tongue; 27. she
watches the running of her household and does not eat the bread of laziness. 28. Her sons have
risen up and they pronounce her happy, and her owner richly praises her:
25.



appreciative husband ––––– wife

⇒

29.

‘Many daughters have been virtuous, but you – you have ascended above them all!’

Charm may be false, and prettiness may be vain;
about!
30.

≺

150
151
152
153
154
155

31.

GIVE to her of the fruitage of her hands

[but]

the woman that fears Jehovah will be boasted

[diligent integrity],

and let her works praise her in the gates!

Prophetic of death of the Mes-si´ah ( Matthew 27:33-34; Mark 15:23; John 19:28-30 )
Prophetic of Mes-si´ah Mark 12:38-40 ( Luke 20:47 )
Matthew 13:44 - the opposite of Jez´e -bel 1 s t Kings 21
Matthew 25:1-13
Compare with the idle indulgence of Luke 16:19
Proverbs 5:19
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Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiastes is a teaching aid for the frustration of living.
For six chapters, Sol´o-mon details the futility of living – the “toil
under the sun” since man was cast out of Eden, the plague of
man’s own foolish character which has infected the real character
of life.
Beginning with chapter seven Sol´o-mon details the saving grace
for our lives, so that we do not simply kill ourselves to avoid so
much pain and frustration.

1
This scroll follows the leitmotifs: “toiling under the sun” Ecclesiastes 1:3, “the
calamitous work by mankind” Ecclesiastes 1:13, “there is nothing new under the sun”
and “a vanity and a striving after the wind” Ecclesiastes 1:14.
Sol´o-mon sees there is nothing new under the sun – and speaks of the calamitous work
that God allows mankind to be pre-occupied with – calamitous inasmuch as it is
insidious: making the men browbeaters in their “success”, yet not actually achieving
anything. Crooked things cannot be straightened, and things which are deficient cannot
be distributed to others as merchandise. Sol´o-mon confesses that even he – the king! –
set his heart on something wise... and all he really learned was folly!
1.



The words of the congregator, the son of David the king in Jerusalayim.

King Sol´o-mon –––––

≺

2.

‘The greatest vanity!’

the congregator has said:
‘the greatest vanity! Everything is vanity!’1
What profit does a common man2 [unGodly minded] have in all his hard work at which he will toil under the
sun?3  4. One generation passes away and another generation comes... but the earth stands to time
indefinite. 5. Also the sun has flashed forth, and the sun has set, and it hurries [back] to its place where it
flashed forth! 6. The wind proceeds to the south, and it revolves around to the north – the wind goes
round and around continually, and the wind returns back to [the start of] its circuits.4 7. All the winter
torrents run forth into the sea, yet the sea does not become full! they return to the place from which
the winter torrents go forth.
3.

All things are wearisome such that no man is able to subdue [the disappointment]: the eye is not satisfied at
seeing, neither is the ear filled through hearing. 5 9. What has really occurred... except that which will occur!
and what has been done, except that which will be done! – so there is nothing new under the sun. 10. Is
there anything of which one may say:
8.

‘See this; it is new!’ ?
– it has already existed for time indefinite prior to us! 11. There is no [living] memory of former times, nor
will there be [living] memory of things which are to occur with those who will come still later.
I – the preacher!6 – became king over Israel in Jerusalayim 13. and I applied my heart to frequent with and
to browse wisdom, concerning everything that has been done under the heavens – the calamitous work 
with which God has bestowed occupation upon the sons of mankind. 14. I have seen all the works that have
12.

1

Sol´o-mon shows the influence of his father David on his wisdom Psalm 39:11
This and the next chapter would imply labourers – as opposed to the more leisurely kings and rulers such as Sol´o -mon, however he actually
means men who do not have any regard for God in themselves Ecclesiastes 3:18, yet are also acting as judges to frighten others Ecclesiastes 3:2122
3
Genesis 3:19; Romans 8:20-21
4
John 3:8
5
There is a yearning for something more
6
This is the f e m in in e for preacher: Sol´o-mon is describing himself as less a manly soul – less a warrior like his father – and more a soft, young
man who talks and reasons and is lacking in experience of manly prowess
2
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been done under the sun, and look! everything is vanity – and a striving after wind.7  15. That which is
crooked cannot be made straight, and that which is deficient cannot be weighed out [for distribution].

Sol´o-mon’s boast to his heart...
16.



I – myself!

– revealed to my heart, saying:

[in my presumption]

King Sol´o-mon –––––

⇒ ‘Look! I have greatly increased in wisdom more than anyone that happened to be before me in
Jerusalayim!’

...and my heart saw a great deal of wisdom and knowledge. 17. And I applied my heart to knowing wisdom
and to knowing madness... but I have come to know folly!8 that this too [pursuit of knowledge] is a striving after
wind. 18. For in the abundance of wisdom there is an abundance of grief, so that he that increases
knowledge increases pain.

2
“every man should eat and drink and see good because of all his hard work”. Sol´o-mon
turns to darker sides in his attempt to understand the reasons surrounding the
calamitous occupation of mankind – discarding reason and turning to pleasures of the
flesh, turning even to pride and silliness in an effort to understand wisdom... and in the
process learns the cost, and how he has allowed himself to be misled... and what death
is, and how close it is to all men.
Sol´o-mon ends by realising that he is not wise, but has been reduced to a pitiable state,
and the good which a sinner will gather and glean will be passed on to those who are
good – like the 10 tribes which Sol´o-mon is about to lose to Jer-o-bo´am

Sol´o-mon’s temptation of his heart...
1.



I – myself!

[in my presumption]

– said in my heart:

King Sol´o-mon –––––

≺ ‘Come now! I will tempt you with pleasure, and you will see good things!’

...but look! that too was vanity. 2. I spoke against laughter:
‘You are insanity!’
and to rejoicing:
‘What use are you?’
I explored – together with my heart – the cheering of my flesh with wine, while I was leading my heart
with wisdom, so as to seize a hold on folly until I could perceive what good there was to the sons of
common man in what they did [in their lifestyle] under the heavens all the days of their lives.
3.

...I made my acts great: I built houses for myself, I planted vineyards for myself, 5. I fashioned gardens and
parks for myself, and I planted fruit trees of every kind in them. 6. I created pools of water for myself to
irrigate the wild forest with them, which sprouted trees! 7. I acquired menservants and maidservants, and
their sons [of my household staff] became mine.9 Also I came to have cattle – herds and flocks – which became
greater than all those who happened to be before my face in Jerusalayim. 8. Moreover I accumulated silver
and gold for myself, and property peculiar to kings and the jurisdictional districts. I made male singers and
female singers for myself – and the exquisite delights of the sons of mankind: a lady, even ladies10... 9. and I
was great and caused myself to increase more than anyone that happened to be before me in Jerusalayim.
Moreover, my wisdom remained mine. 10. Whatever my eyes desired I did not divert them from – nor did I
withhold from my heart any sort of rejoicing, for my heart delighted because of all my efforts – which was
my portion [my delight] from all my toil. 11. Then I – myself – faced toward all my works which my hands had
done, and toward the toil that I had worked hard to accomplish... and look! everything was ‘vanity and a
4.

7

Leitmotif Genesis 4:8
…just as Adam sought knowledge of both good and of evil Genesis 2:17. Folly expanded in delinqu ent Israel – which at the time of writing
Sol´o-mon might already be aware of - and Judah Jeremiah 2:19
9
See Ez´ra’s Scroll of Enrolment listing people who returned with Ez´ra after the Babylonian exile, but lived outside of Jerus alem – possibly to
deter any thoughts of claim to the now vacant throne of Judah Nehemiah 7:57-60
10
This could be translated as “musical instruments” – as the pleasurable sounds of a woman in happiness – however musical instruments were
not the delight of the common man, but female companionship was
8
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striving after wind’, and there was nothing of pre-eminence  under the sun.

Sol´o-mon turns to foolishness in pursuit of comparative wisdom

And I – myself – turned to observe wisdom and boastful folly and silliness – for what can the smirking
man do who comes in after the king [except] what they will have already done to him?!11 13. – then I saw for
myself [by sad experience] that there is pre-eminence  for wisdom over silliness [as clearly] as there is
advantage for light over darkness: 14. the eyes of the wise one are in his head, but the stupid one walks
about in darkness12... but I have learned that there is one eventuality that will befall them all: 15. and so I
myself said in my heart:
12.



King Sol´o-mon –––––

↻ ‘...As it befalls the stupid man, so it will befall me – yes, me! therefore, how was I profited13 by
being wise?

and I [meekly] admitted in my heart:

⇒ ‘...this [pursuit of wisdom] is also vanity. 16. For there is no more remembrance  of the wise one
than of the stupid one to time indefinite – for it is already established that in the coming days
everyone will have been forgotten, and that the wise one die along with the stupid one!

And I hated life, because the work  that has been done under the sun was calamitous upon me, for
everything  was vanity and a striving after wind. 18. And I myself hated all my hard work14 at which I
toiled hard under the sun, that I would leave behind for the smirking15 man [not royalty] who would come to
be after me – 19. and who knows whether he will prove to be wise or foolish? yet he will take control over
all my toil at which I worked hard and at which I have been wise under the sun... which is also vanity...
17.

And I turned so as to cause my heart to despair over all the hard work at which I had toiled under the
sun – 21. for there is a smirking man [Sol´o-mon himself!]16 whose hard work has been with wisdom and with
knowledge and advantageous, yet he will give his portion to a man that has not worked hard: this too is
vanity – and a big calamity!
20.

For what can a man have for all his hard work and for the desire of his heart for which he has [made
a labourer under the sun – 23. for all his days are pains and his experience is sorrow – even
during the night his heart just does not lie down. This too [the lying down in hope of rest] is vanity.
22.

himself into]

With a man there is nothing better in [the life of] than that he should eat and drink and cause his soul to
see good because of its hard work. 17  This I – myself! – have also seen, that this is from the hand of the
[true] God... 25. for who eats and who will enjoy more widely than I do?!
24.

For to the man that is good before Him, He has given wisdom and knowledge and rejoicing, but to the
sinner [Sol´o-mon] He has given the occupation of gathering and collecting together so as to give to the one
that is good before the [true] God. This [occupation] too is vanity and a striving after wind.
26.

3
“There is a time for every pleasure, a season for everything” Ecclesiastes 3:1, “every
man should eat and indeed drink and see good because of all his hard work”
Ecclesiastes 3:13
Sol´o-mon describes appointed seasons (eras) for things, and appointed times (points in
time) for events. This being so, Sol´o-mon addresses the question “is man not simply
hamstrung?”
Sol´o-mon declares that God wishes happiness for man – not frustrated strife, nor
intellectual peering into things we cannot understand Ecclesiastes 1:17.

11

Sol´o-mon shows how he has been derided, and that there is little worse can happen to him when he is dead. However, see the misfor tune to
be upon his sons 1 s t Kings 11
12
The wise one can evaluate and choose, but the stupid one just blunders forward on his path
13
At the start of his pursuit
14
Ecclesiastes 2:4-10
15
Sol´o-mon is clearly already aware that unlike his father David passing on everything to his son in safety, 1 s t Kings 11 A-hi´jah had delivered 10
tribes to Jer -o-bo´am, Sol´o-mon’s servant of no kingly or anointed line – and those would not be administered out of Jerusalem at -all!
16
After learning the futility of his efforts, Sol´ o-mon the king – cursed by God, having wasted his great privilege in so many ways – describes
himself as a smirking man
17
Isaiah 22:13
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1.

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every matter under the heavens:
2.

a time for birth and a time to die; a time to plant and a time to uproot what was planted;

3.

a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to break down and a time to build;

4.

a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to wail and a time to dance;

a time to cast down [building] stones and a time to collect stones together [in preparation for building]; a
time to embrace and a time to avoid embracing;
5.

9. [so]

6.

a time to seek and a time to [merely] wander; a time to protect and a time to cast [break] down;

7.

a time to rip apart and a time to sew together; a time to keep quiet and a time to speak;

8.

a time to love and a time to hate [allies become adversaries]; a time for war and a time for peace...

what advantage is there for the doer in what he is working hard at?

...I have seen the work with which God has bestowed upon the sons of mankind to be occupied . 11.
He has made everything beautiful!... in its time; furthermore He has placed concealment 18 in their heart,
so that mankind may never come to discover the work that God has made from the start to the finish. 12. I
have come to know that there is nothing better for them than to be cheerful and to do good during their
lives, 13. and also that every man should eat and indeed drink and see good because of all his hard work. 
It is the gift of God.
10.

I have come to know that everything that the [true] God makes will last to time indefinite. There is
nothing to add to it and there is nothing to subtract from it; but the [true] God Himself has made it, that
people may be afraid from criticising Him [afraid of approaching His face]; 15. that which is has already been, and
that which is to come to be has already been, and the [true] God will search out [in the past] that which is
pursued [now and in the future].
14.

...and also I saw under the sun a place of justice – where there was injustice – and the place of
righteousness where there was unrighteousness. 17. I said in my heart:
16.



King Sol´o-mon –––––

↻ ‘The true God will judge both the righteous one and the wicked one, for there is [in God’s purpose] a
time for every pleasure and every deed.’ 

I myself have said [pre-judged through his wisdom] – in my heart19 – with regard to the manner of the sons of
common man that the [true] God is going to purge them [clarify, polish after examination], so that they may see
that they are [actually] dumb animals – 19. for the destiny of the sons of common men and the destiny of the
dumb animal is one and the same: as the one dies, so the other dies and there is one spirit for them all,
so that there is no superiority of the common man over the beast because of all the vanity. 20. [They] are all
going to one place: they are all from the dust, and they are all returning to the dust. 21. Who can
distinguish rhet 20 the spirit of the sons of common men ascending upward from the spirit of the beast
descending downward to the earth?! 22. Therefore: I have discerned that there is nothing better than that
the common man should rejoice in his works, for that is his portion – for who will bring him in to observe
what is going to be after him?! [“..who will show him the future?!”]
18.

4
Sol´o-mon speaks of the vanity of life – that the dead are more to be envied than the
living – and the unborn even more so. He sees the loneliness, yet the continual striving
for no good reason... how someone who does nothing can succeed as much as someone
who works hard! And he – the great king – confesses his complete inadequacy through
childhood indulgences following God’s promise for him – that he was not given
sufficient growth, but was placed as king in waiting without maturing. Also of his time
spent in prison (presumably during the usurpation by Ab´sa-lom) and how his older
brothers did not like him becoming king over them – and therefore neither did his
younger brothers!

18

“the concealin g”, the means to prevent them from seeing. Often treated as a vanishing point – the point beyond memory or record
Very telling! Sol´o-mon is the judge in the land despite his failures, yet he has discerned the path of ungodly men and judged their destin ation
– but only spoken in his heart! whereas by implication, they have been acting as judges over others!
20
A deep statement to compare ungodly men with dumb animals, yet this closing statement is a rhetorical question – since God knows – to
encourage their reasoning and obedience to Ecclesiastes 3:14
19
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Then I returned in person that I might see all the [different] oppressions that are being done under the
sun – and look! the tears of those being oppressed who had no one consoling them! – and there was
force from the hand of their oppressors, but no comforter for them.21 2. Wherefore I congratulate the
dead who had already died rather than the living who are still alive, 3. but better than both of them [is] the
one who has not yet come to be, who has not seen the calamitous work  that is being done under the
sun.
1.

And I have personally seen all the hard work and all the success in the deeds – that it means the jealousy
of one toward another; this also is vanity and a striving after the wind. 5. The stupid one folds his hands [in
laziness] ...and [will eventually] eat his own flesh [children]22... 6. [and yet:] a handful of rest is better! than a double
handful of hard work and striving after the wind.
4.

I returned in person and I kept seeing vanity [in fruition] under the sun: 8. there! a lone man – not another
one [with him] – and he has neither son nor brother, yet there is no end to all his hard work – moreover,
his eyes do not see sufficient wealth [to make his life restful]. And he says:
7.



one working, yet never satisfied with his accumulated wealth –––––

↻ ‘For whom am I toiling? and causing my soul to lack good things?’
– this too is vanity, and a distressful work. 9. Two are better than one, because they have a good reward
for their hard work – 10. for if one of them should fall, the other one can raise his partner up – but alas for
the lone one who falls when there is not another to raise him up. 11. Moreover, if two lie down together it
will get warm for them – but how can just one keep warm? 12. And if somebody could overpower one
alone, two together could make a stand against him – and a threefold cord cannot quickly be torn apart.
Better is a needy but wise child than an old but stupid king who has not known enough admonition – 14.
for he [Sol´o-mon himself, the "stupid king"] came forth from the prison house itself to become king! although
within his kingdom he had been born as one of little means.23 15. I have seen all those alive who are walking
about under the sun, while the second child stands up in the other one’s place. 16. There is no end to all
the people – to all those before whom he happened to stand24 [though a junior] – neither will those who
come afterward rejoice in him, for this too is vanity and a striving after the wind.
13.

5
Sol´o-mon speaks of vows and the way visions arise from silent people – not in a hurry
to speak. Justice is in the land when the king himself takes the reins of justice.
We can take nothing away, yet God takes away our preoccupation with bad things by
filling us with the joy of eating and drinking and seeing good for our work – to keep the
misery at bay

Watch your step whenever you walk to the house of the [true] God so as to draw near to listen rather
than to give a fool’s sacrifice [speaking without cause] – for they [genuine fools] are not aware of doing what is bad. 2.
[But] you must not alarm with your mouth, and your heart should not be hasty in bringing forth words
before the [true] God... for the [true] God is in the heavens whereas you are on the earth! and so your
words should prove to be few. 3. For a revelation comes through the abundance of occupation,  whereas
the voice of a stupid one through the abundance of words.
1.

Whenever you make a vow to God, do not hesitate to pay it, for there is no delight in the stupid ones
What you promise, you must pay.25 5. It is better that you do not vow, than
that you vow and do not pay. 6. Do not allow your mouth to cause your flesh to sin, neither say before the
angel that it was a mistake. Why should the [true] God become indignant on account of your voice and
have to wreck the work of your hands? 7. For just as the abundance of dreams  and vanities make an
increase in words, so you should [more abundantly] fear the [true] God.
4.

[vows unfulfilled, impromptu, insincere].

If you see any injury to the destitute or the violent removal of judgement and righteousness in a
jurisdictional district, do not be amazed over the affair, for one [briber of a judge] that is higher than the high
8.

21

The oppressors turn on vulnerable and isolated people, and there is no one among the oppressors who has pity
2 n d Kings 6:24-29; Lamentations 4:10
23
Sol´o-mon clearly showing his great regret and his childhood indulge nces. When his father David fled over the Jordan, Sol´o -mon – already
known to be the named heir, though many times chronologically removed from that role – was evidently imprisoned by Ab´sa -lom. 1 s t Chronicles
22:5
24
Compare with Joseph Genesis 37:5-11
25
Matthew 5:33
22
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one [presiding judge] is watching, and there are those who are high above them
advantage in all the land when the king himself has tilled the field.

[organised criminals]...

9.

but there is

The one loving silver will not be satisfied with silver, neither the one loving popularity with increase26 –
this too is vanity, 11. for when good things become many, those eating them [freeloaders] become many – and
what advantage is there to their [the good things’] owner, except seeking [them] with his eyes [while others eat them]?
10.

Sweet is the sleep of the one who labours – whether he eats little or much – but the plenty of the rich
one does not permit him to sleep. 13. There exists a wearing calamity that I have seen under the sun:
riches being kept by their owner – to his detriment – 14. and those riches have perished because of a
calamitous experience, and he has become father to a son when there is nothing in his hand [to bestow
upon him]. Just as he came forth from his mother’s belly, he will go away again – naked, just as one came –
15.
and he shall take nothing of his hard work, which he caused to come [earned, gained] into his hand. 16. And this
too is a grave calamity: in every way that he came, so shall he go; so what profit is there to the one who
keeps striving after the wind?  17. Also, all his days he eats in darkness [no light to find the right path]: greatly
saddened, and with sickness and indignation.
12.

Look! The best thing that I myself have seen – which is beautiful! – is that one should eat and drink and
see good for all his hard work  with which he has toiled under the sun during all the days of his life
that the [true] God has given him, for that [enjoyment] is his portion. 19. Also every man to whom the [true]
God has given riches and possessions, He has empowered him to eat from it and to carry off his portion
and to rejoice in his hard work. This is the gift of God. 20. for he will not recall too much the [sadness of the]
days of his life, because the [true] God is preoccupying [him] with the rejoicing of his heart.
18.

6
Sol´o-mon speaks of a miscarriage being more fortunate than a wealthy man who did
not benefit from his wealth – the miscarriage did not know the calamity of man, nor the
sun under which men toil.

There is a calamity that I have seen under the sun, and it is abundant among mankind: 2. a man to whom
the [true] God gives riches and possessions and glory – there is no lack to his soul for whatever he may
desire – and yet the [true] God does not enable him to eat from it, even though a foreign man may eat it.
This is vanity and a bad affliction.
1.

If a man should a father a hundred [children] and live for many years, so that the days of his years should
become numerous – yet his soul is not filled with [its] good and he does not even have a tomb – then I
must say that a miscarriage is better off than he is; 4. for he came in vain and departs in obscurity, and his
name will be clothed in obscurity: 5. he has neither seen nor known the sun. 27  This one has greater
rest than the former one 6. though he had lived a thousand years – twice over! – but has not seen what is
good, [for] is it not to just the same place that everyone is going?
3.

All the hard work of mankind is for their mouth, yet the souls does not get filled; 8. for what advantage
does the wise man have over the stupid one? [and] what does the perceptive afflicted one have in walking
before the strong? 9. What the eyes see is better than what the soul craves – which also is vanity and a
striving after the wind!
7.

Whatever has come to be has already been called by its name, and it has become known what man is 28
– and he is not able to plead his cause with One that is more powerful than he is.
10.

Seeing there are many things which amplify vanity, what benefit is there to the common man? 12. For who
knows what is good for a man while living all the days of his vain life – he spending them like a shadow.
For who could tell man what will happen under the sun after him [when he is gone]?
11.

7
Sol´o-mon describes the valuable – the incorruptible – things, and the One Who makes
us live despite the conditions of life:

26

Sometimes translated as “ neither any lover of wealth with income” however the Hebrew speaks of the one loving “being in” or “with” –
different from the tense used in “the one loving silver”. This implies that the translation veers toward “being in a tumult, or applause, or a
crowd”. The one loving popularity is in need of being liked, rather than the mercenary villains who bribe, and will want dif ferent rewards
27
The sun a curse to man, a burden to toil Genesis 3:19
28
The very premise f or these chapters of Ecclesiastes: the exposing of man and his futility
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Wealth is transitory – a good name with God lasts forever; sorrow and crying is a
release for the tensions of the intransigent heart.
Wisdom is better than corrosive flattery, is better and different from righteousness, and
moderation in all things – yet Sol´o-mon declares his own serious flaws when
considering all this (his own) advice! Sol´o-mon – showing contrition and some real
wisdom – is very open about his own flaws, warning against a man’s over-indulgence
with women.

A good name is better than good oil, and the day of death than the day of one’s being born. 2. It is better
to go to the house of mourning than to go to the banquet house, because that is the end of all mankind
[not just the wealthy] and the living [especially the wealthy!] should take [it] to [his] heart – sorrow is better than
3.
laughter, for by the sadness of the face the heart becomes better, 4. [therefore] the heart of the wise ones
[those wise before God] is in the house of mourning, but the heart of the stupid ones is in the house of rejoicing.
[of flattery] of the stupid
5. It is better to hear the rebuke of a wise one than to be a man hearing the song
ones, 6. for the laughter of the stupid one is like the crackling of thorns [burning] under a pot – that too is
vanity – 7. for fraud [flattering song in all its guises] can turn [even] a wise one into a fool, and a gift can destroy the
heart.
1.

The end of a matter is better than its beginning – one with a patient spirit is better than one who is
haughty in spirit. 9. Do not hurry anxiously in your spirit to become offended, for anger lies in the bosom
of stupid ones. 10. You should not say:
8.

‘What made the former days  better than these?’
for it is not through wisdom that you have asked about this. 11. Wisdom [works] well with an inheritance
[land to be tended] and is advantageous for those [mere labourers] looking at the sun [in tiredness during toil], 12. for
wisdom is for a protection [the same as] money is for a protection; but the advantage of knowledge is that
wisdom preserves its owners alive! 13. See the work of the [true] God: who is able to make straight what
[days and land cursed since Adam left Eden] He has made crooked?! Be in the spirit of goodness during the good
14.
day, but moreover – in the day of calamity – discern that the [true] God has made this [straight] alongside
that [crooked], to the intent that the common man may not meet with what comes after him29 – 15. for I have
seen everything during the days of my vanity: there is a righteous one perishing – in his righteousness! –
and there is a wicked one living long in his badness!30
You should not become over-righteous, nor portray yourself as excessively wise  – why should you
delude yourself? 17. You should not be overly-wicked, nor become foolish – why should you die31 when it is
not your time? 18. It is good that you should take hold of the one [rule] but do not withdraw your hand
from the other, for he that fears God will go forth with them all. 19. Wisdom will strengthen the wise one
more than [the power of] ten princes who are in a city, 20. for there is no righteous man in the earth that
continues doing good and does not sin. 21. Moreover, do not take seriously all the words that people say –
that you may not hear your servant calling down evil upon you – 22. for your own heart well knows the
many times that you have slighted others.
16.

23.



I have tested all of this

[advice]

with wisdom. I said:

King Sol´o-mon –––––

≺ ‘I will become wise!’
– but it was far from me, 24. and who can find what is far off and exceedingly deep?! 25. So I turned my heart
around to find, and to wander around, and to explore wisdom and the reason  for things, and also to find
[but not pursue] the wickedness, stupidity and the foolishness of folly; 26. and I find:
More bitter than death is the woman whose heart is a snare and a net, [and] whose hands are
fetters. The man who is good before the [true] God will escape from her, but one who is sinning will
be captured by her.32

29

Even in the “Age of Enlightenment” the scientifically wise men cannot see what lies ahead, as God has arranged our life to hi de this from man
Ecclesiastes 6:12
30
Psalm 73 esp vv 3-5
31
Psalm 73:18-19
32
By these written words and his very public history, King Sol´o -mon declar es that he is not good, but very much a sinner
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King Sol´o-mon –––––

≺

27.

‘See! This I have found

[by experience]’,

said the preacher,
‘one thing [taken] after another, to find out the reason  for things – 28. which my soul has continuously
sought, but I have not found: I have found one [exceptional] man out of a thousand, but I have not found
a woman among all these.33 29. See! this alone I have found: that the [true] God made mankind upright,
but they themselves have sought out many contrivances.’

8
Sol´o-mon encourages others to be wise by a very simple and liberating manner. He
declares the injustice which the world allows and is further corrupted by, so much so
that Sol´o-mon continues to “advise” people to enjoy eating and drinking!

Who is there [among YOU] like the wise one? and who knows the interpretation of a matter? The wisdom
of a man causes his face to shine, and the sternness of his face is changed [for the better]:
1.



Wise man (wise words reflect the authority he speaks of) –––––

⇒ 2. Keep the order of the king [which I tell you], by the oath of God. 3. Do not hurry away from before him
– do not take your stand [adversarially] in an evil matter – for he will do all that he pleases. 4. After all,
the word of the king is authority [in the land], and who may say to him:



king –––––

⇐ ‘What are you doing?’

The one keeping the commandment will not know any evil thing, and a wise heart will know both timing
and judgement; 6. for there is a time and judgement for every matter, because a man’s calamity is
abundant upon him. 7. For no one knows what will come to be, therefore who can tell him what will come
to be?34
5.

No man has authority over the spirit [of life] to restrain that spirit, neither has any one authority in the
day of death, nor is there any release during a battle – and wickedness will not provide escape for those
indulging in it35 – 9. all of which I have seen, and I applied my heart to every work that has been done under
the sun [during] the time that man has dominated man to his injury. 10. Yet although this is so, I have seen
the wicked ones being buried [respectfully] – how they came in and how they would go away from the place
of the Holy One and [their wicked acts] be forgotten in the city where they acted that way. This too is vanity,
11. because sentence against a bad work had not been executed speedily – that is why the heart of the sons
of men [in general] has become firmly set in them for doing bad. 36 12. Although a sinner may be doing bad a
hundred times and [thereby] prolong his life, yet I know that it will turn out well with those fearing the
[true] God who were afraid of him [the sinner]... 13. but it will not turn out well for the wicked one, and he will
not prolong his days like a shadow,[r7] because he is not in fear of God.
8.

There is a vanity that is carried out on the earth: that there are righteous ones who reap as if for the
work of the wicked ones, and there are wicked ones reaping as if for the work of the righteous ones. I
say that this too is vanity. 15. Therefore... I commended rejoicing! because mankind have nothing better
under the sun than to eat and drink and rejoice, and that will accompany them in their hard work for
the days of their life, which the [true] God has given them under the sun.[r8]
14.

In accord with this I applied my heart to know wisdom and to see the occupation that is carried on in
the earth, because neither by day nor by night do His [God’s] eyes see any sleep...
16.

...and I saw all the work of the [true] God, how man is not able to discover the work that has been done
under the sun; however much man toils in his search, yet he will not find out. And even if the wise man
should say he can know it, he would be unable to find out.
17.

33

There have been good and perhaps even wise women: Han´nah, mother of Samuel; judge Deb´o -rah. S o l ´o - m o n ’ s experience with women
was vey much for pleasure, rather than seeking or valuing the wisdom they mi ght have had – with the sole exception of his mother Bath -she´ba
34
Acts 1:7; ( Matthew 24:43; Luke 12:39 )
35
( Matthew 16:23; Mark 8:33 ) John 2:4; Matthew 26:39
36
Lack of punishment on a wrongdoer in duces others to believe they can have free license to practise badness for themselves
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9
Sol´o-mon says: “make the most of life”. Those who have died soon lose all influence
and credit among the living. So... the righteous one should enjoy his food, knowing that
the wicked will die and not be remembered, whereas God sees and notes his good works.
This becomes an honest statement of what is and will happen, yet in kindness – even
jocular! – not at-all morbid or sad – encouraging us to make the best we can of life.

All this I took to my heart to examine all this: the righteous ones and the wise ones and their works in
the hand of the [true] God. No man knows all the love and the hate that is before their faces. 2. All things
to all [people] – one eventuality: to the righteous one and to the wicked one, to the good one and to the
clean one and to the unclean one, to the one sacrificing and to the one that is not sacrificing – to the
good one as to the sinner; to the one swearing as to the one afraid of [swearing] an oath. 3. This is the
[great] evil of all that has been done under the sun: that what befalls one befalls all, and the heart [per se] of
the sons of men is full of bad – there is madness in their heart during their lifetime – and after that: they
die!
1.

There is hope for whoever is with the living ones because a live dog is better off than a dead lion – 5. for
the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing at all, neither is there [the prospect of] further
reward for them, because people forget to remember them. 37 6. Also, their love and their hate and their
jealousy have already perished, and they have no place anymore to time indefinite in anything that will be
done under the sun.
4.

Go,38 eat your food with rejoicing and drink your wine with a good heart! because already the [true] God
has found pleasure in your works. 8. Let your garments be white [do not be mournful or sad] on every occasion,
and let oil not be lacking upon your head. 9. Enjoy life with the wife whom you love all the days of your [de
facto] ‘vain life’ that He has given you under the sun – all the days of your vanity – for that is your portion
in your lives39 and in your hard work at which you are toiling under the sun. 10. All that your hand finds to
do, do with all your might – for there is neither work nor devising nor knowledge nor wisdom in She´ol
to which you are going!
7.

I turned around to see that, under the sun, the race does not belong to the swift, nor the battle to
mighty ones, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the understanding ones, nor indulgence to those having
knowledge because time and unforeseen occurrence befall them all. 12. For moreover, he does not know
his time [of death];40 just like fish that are being taken in an evil net,41 [r9] and like birds caught in a springing
net, so the sons of men themselves are being ensnared at a calamitous time, when it falls upon them
suddenly.
11.

13.

I saw this wisdom also under the sun – and it was significant to me:
There was a little city, and few men were in it, and a great king came and surrounded it and built
great snares [bulwarks] against it. 15. And there was found in it a man, needy [but] wise, and that one
provided escape for the city by his wisdom... but no one remembered that needy man. 42 16. And I
myself said:
14.



King Sol´o-mon –––––

↻ ‘Wisdom is better than mightiness... yet the wisdom of the needy one is despised, and his words are
not listened to.’

The words of the wise ones are to be heard louder in quiet speaking than the outcry of one ruling
among stupid people. 18. Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one [solitary] sinner can destroy much
good.
17.

37

Sometimes translated as “the memory of them has been forgotten” – allowing the reader to infer something about the wisdom or knowledge
they accrued during their life as being lost. However, the meaning is that they are given no credit for anything that they have done, because what
is built upon their works is given attention and praise instead
38
Advice to the peeved righteous: wicked die and will be forgotten, but God sees and notes your works so you may relax in conf idence
39
In a gentle way, Sol´o-mon tells each of us that this will be the same lot for our children – yet he has already sweetene d the bitter pill by
revealing God’s approval on the righteous ( even though we all die and suffer the same things ) and that this will surely rea p a reward which the
unrighteous cannot access
40
Ecclesiastes 11:2-3
41
For catching fish…Not a net used in a boat, but one lain out at night which traps fish so that they struggle for the last hou rs of their lives.
42
The incident seems to be when David returned after the death of Ab´sa -lom, and Jo´ab chased the renegade She´ba – son of Bich´ri – to Abal beth-Ma´a-cah... but it was a wise woman who acted, since the city was predominantly occupied by women at the time 2 n d Samuel 20: 16

Ecclesiastes

Page 271 of 299

10
On the avoidable vanities: the fools elevated to high office, and the pure ones who are
ignored

As dead flies cause the apothecary’s oil to give forth a stench,
value of wisdom and glory.
1.

[so]

a little foolishness acts against the

The heart of the wise is at his right hand, but the heart of the stupid one is at his left hand. 3. Whatever
way the foolish one is walking, his heart is lacking, and it tells everybody that he is foolish.
2.

If the spirit of a ruler should rise up against you, you should not abandon your place, for calmness allays
great sins.43
4.

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun – as a mistake going forth on account of a prince: 6. a
foolish one having been placed in high dignity, while the noble ones sit in a low place. 44 7. I have seen
servants on horses  but princes walking on the earth [in their wake] just like servants.
5.

The one digging a pit will fall into it himself, and as for the one breaking through a stone wall – a serpent
will bite him. 9. The one removing stones [from another’s build] will be grieved with them, the one splitting
timbers [to avoid purchasing more] is endangering himself with them.
8.

If an iron tool has been blunted and he [the owner] has not whetted [repaired] its edge, then he will exert his
own energies; wisdom is pre-eminent in gaining success!
10.

If the serpent bites without being charmed, then there is no advantage to the charmer [one possessing the
– 12. the words of the wise one’s mouth mean favour, but the lips of the stupid one will engulf him; 13.
the start of the words of his mouth is foolishness, and the end of his mouth is malignant folly. 14. The
foolish one will multiply words – the man does not know what will they will be, and who can tell what will
result afterwards? 15. The work of the stupid ones makes them weary, because not one of them knows
how to go to the city [Jerusalayim].45
11.

tongue]

Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child [immature fool] and your princes eat [their main meal] in the
morning! 17. Happy are you, O land, when your king is the son of pure ones and your princes eat at the
proper time [that is: season] – in mightiness, and not through mere drinking. 46 18. Through indolence the beamwork decays, and through idle hands the house will leak.
16.

19.

A feast makes for laughter and wine will make rejoicing, but money makes everything

[happen].

You should not slight the king even in thought, 47 nor call down evil upon anyone rich in the inner bed
chambers; for a flying creature of the heavens might convey the sound and something [else] with wings will
repeat the word.
20.

11
Making the most of opportunities to let our spirit show beautifully, since we do not know
when our life will be curtailed. Work hard, and see the beauty in relief at a job well
done and effort well-exerted – and let the young prepare now in the same vein

Cast out your bread upon the surfaces of the waters, for in the course of many days you will find it
again. 2. Give a portion to seven – or even to eight! – for you do not know what calamity is on the earth:48
3. if the clouds are filled [with water], they pour out a heavy shower upon the earth; and if a tree falls to the
south or if to the north, the tree will remain in the place where it will fall; 49 4. the one who watches the
wind will not sow seed, and the one looking at the clouds does not reap. 5. You do not know the way of
the wind any more than the bones in the belly of the mother-to-be, in like manner you do not know the
1.

43

Proverbs 25:21-22; Romans 12:20
Likely a confession: Sol´o -mon placed his sons in authority in various districts and cities in the Promised Land, and it seems that some of t hem
were poor at choosing their subordinate envoys and ministers
45
Being foolish is not a luxury when everyone else is striving to go to the Holy City – they have learned its significance, whereas the foolish one
simply does not appreciate, and so is confu sed by their inability to distract Holy people with their foolishness
46
Sol´o-mon equates a foolish king with drunkenness amongst his princes – eating their main meal in the morning because they their timings are
all wrong through many long nights of drunk enness. However it refers to a wasteful king whose princes eat the seed corn due to be sown in the
morning, because they have wasted the previous years’ harvests by mismanagement
47
A tightening of his father David’s counsel Psalm 4:4
48
Luke 16 esp v 9; seven is seen as Holy, eight is extending kindness even further
49
Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
44
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work of the [true] God Who does all things.50
Sow your seed in the morning; sow your seed and do not let your hand rest until the evening, for you
do not know whether this will succeed – either here or there, or whether both of them will alike be
good... 7. then [after your complete work and rest and waking in the dawn] the light will be sweet, and it will good on
the eyes to see the sun! 8. – for if a man should live many years, let him rejoice in them all! ...but he will
remember the days of darkness, for they could be many, that each of all such which comes is vanity [empty].
6.

Rejoice in your childhood, young man, and let your heart do you good in the days of your young
manhood – walk in the ways of your heart and in the things seen by your eyes... but know that on account
of all these the [true] God will bring you into judgement. 10. So remove vexation from your heart, and ward
off evil from your flesh... for childhood and youth are [also] vanity!51
9.

12
Advice to the young – prepare yourselves by your parents guidance, and you will be
much more resilient to vanities when they occur. Then Sol´o-mon describes – probably
from experience – the great ignominy of old age and deterioration. Eventually,
spending all of his energy and efforts in trying to teach and prepare others, the scroll
ends with a conclusion from the assistant who helped to pen the scroll

Remember your Creator now in the days of your young manhood during which the calamitous days have
not yet come, the years draw near when you will say:
1.

‘I have no pleasure in them’
before the sun and the light and the moon – and [even] the stars – grow dark [dimmed eyesight], when the
clouds return after the downpour [through dulled eyes], 3. in the day when [long-serving] palace guards
tremble [through old age], and the valiant men have stooped themselves over, and the grinding women have
quit working because they have become few [no longer the need to grind so much meal], and the ones watching at the
windows grow darkened; 4. and the doors are closed up in the street,52 when the sound of the grinding
[timbre of voice] becomes low, and one rises at the sound of a bird [cannot sleep well, ready to rise with every dawn] and all
the daughters of song sound low [growing dawn chorus is not pleasant to hear anymore].
2.

[dark]

Also, they have become afraid of heights, and there are terrors [real or imagined] in the way. And the
almond tree is despised, and the grasshopper drags itself along, and the caper berry bursts [desire
fails]53, because man is walking to his long-lasting house and the mourners have marched around in
the street 6. before the silver cord [hope] is snapped, and the golden bowl gets dented [heart broken], and
the water jar at the spring is broken, and the pulley for the cistern has snapped [double incontinence]. 7.
Then... the dust will return to the earth which it used to be and the spirit itself returns to the [true]
God Who gave it.
5.



King Sol´o-mon –––––

⇒ 8. ‘The greatest vanity!’
said the preacher,
‘Everything is vanity.’54

Conclusion… written by another hand

Nevertheless, because the preacher had become wise, he taught the people knowledge continually, and
he pondered and investigated, that he might arrange many proverbs in order. 10. The preacher sought to
find the beautiful phrases and the writing of upright words of truth.
9.

The words of the wise ones are like ox-goads, and those who gathered the sayings are like nails driven
in; [...yet] they have been given from one shepherd. 55  12. As regards anything besides these, my son, take a
warning:
11.

50

Jesus quotes this to Nic -o-de´mus John 3:8
Proverbs 22:6
52
Signs of waking far too early, due to old age and a d ifficulty with normal sleep patterns.
53
Euphemisms for failing sexual function
54
These last 8 verses – and probably the previous three – are written as conclusion by one who has observed Sol´o -mon’s decline and arranged
Sol´o-mon’s writings
55
Fashioned by the one spirit. Prophetic of the Mes -si´ah
51
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There is no end to the making of many books, and too much devotion
flesh.
13.

[to them]

is wearisome to the

The conclusion of the matter, everything having been heard, is:
Fear the [true] God and keep His commandments.

for this is the whole [obligation] of man. 14. For the [true] God Himself will bring every [other] sort of work
into the judgement in relation to every hidden thing, whether it is good or bad.
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The Song of Solomon
or “Canticles”

This is prophetic of the Christ and his bride, who escapes from the harem of forced love
to tradition to instead follow true love.
This would appear to be the script of a theatre piece!
The Shu´lam-mite is a black-skinned girl and her shepherd love looks more like David,
with black clustered hair, golden skin and ruddy cheeks. In a real way, this song of
songs is a confession by Sol´o-mon, that he has been a wasteful king – profligate –
whereas the simple beauty and lifestyle of his father David was genuinely beautiful.
Sol´o-mon looked at the mothers, as a guide to how the young girls would be in later
life, and how their children would be 
This is a love song – but not for Sol´o-mon! Along with many, many daughters of Israel,
the Shu´lam-mite is being brought to join Sol´o-mon’s harem. She has been taken from
the fields with the intention of eventually lodging in the great city. They are not yet in
the harem structure, but are being vetted. Most of them feel delight at the thought of the
king choosing them, and of them bearing a royal heir ... but she loves her shepherd boy.

1
One woman wistfully yearns after Sol´o-mon in her heart – telling a fantasy of being
chosen by him, which the other women join with.
The Shu´lam-mite tells her fantasy – for her shepherd, who has no gold or authority.
She – a virgin – is free to long for him and cherish him until Sol´o-mon has taken her,
and in her mental meanderings his words of affection for her come echoing through...
1.

The superlative song, which is Sol´o-mon’s:

A wistful yearning after Sol´o-mon by one of his women
One of the new (potential) concubines wistfully yearns for King Sol´o-mon, and
imagines a conversation with him – rather boring to the other women...



––––– a new potential recruit as a court lady (“daughter of Jerusalayim”)

↻ 2. May he kiss me with the kisses of his mouth,



Sol´o-mon (not present) ––––– a new potential recruit as a wife for Sol´o-mon (a “daughter of Jerusalayim”)

⇐ for your love tokens  are better than wine. 3. For your oils are good for fragrance – your
name is like an oil that is being emptied out. That is why maidens have loved you.

≻



4.

Take me with you! let us run!

other potential concubines in the same group ––––– a new potential recruit as a wife for Sol´o-mon (a “daughter of Jerusalayim”)

↩ – the king has brought me into his interior rooms!
↪

Oh, let us be joyful and rejoice in you... Do let us commemorate your “love tokens
more than wine.”
[Sarcastically]

↩ ...the upright ones loved you!

The Shu´lam-mite (new at the Harem) Speaks
The Shu´lam-mite speaks now – she is not from Jerusalayim, nor a native Hebrew. She
has dark skin – possibly Nu´bian, blue-black skin, renowned for their allure – made
darker from labouring outside – but her beauty has brought her to the attention of Sol´omon’s court, and she too has been selected as a potential concubine, or even a wife.
Her brothers are pleased to send her away, because she wanted to “tend her own
vineyard” – she had fallen in love with a young man of her own choosing…



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

⇒ 5. I am dark-skinned – but pretty,  YOU ‘daughters of Jerusalayim’[r10] – like the tents of Ke´dar [“dark-
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, like the curtains of Sol´o-mon1. 6. YOU should not stare at me [despisingly] because I am darkskinned, because the sun has burnt me; my mother’s sons grew angry with me, 2 so they set me as the
watcher over the vineyards, [because] I did not guard my own vineyard [control over her virginity and love] –
one that had been mine!
skinned”]

Shu´lam-mite’s words to HER love – hoping for escape
The Shu´lam-mite begins to tell her fantasy – like the 1st woman, but this one true, based
in fact and not a mere wish – recounting an old conversation with him (which the other
women interrupt sarcastically)



↩

Shu´lam-mite maiden (dreamily)––––– her beloved shepherd

⇒

Do tell me, you whom my soul loves, where you go to tend your flock? where do you rest
at midday? for why should I become like one [a ewe] stifled among the droves of your
partners?”
7. “

treating her as a scruffy unwashed herder] ...if you do not know, O “you most beautiful one
among women”, go out for yourself in the trail of the flock and pasture your kids of the goats
alongside the tabernacles of the shepherds.
8. [Sarcastically,

↩ 9. “I imagined you as one of my own mares in the chariots of Phar´aoh, my shepherdess. 3 10.
Your cheeks befit braids [of gold], and your neck a string of pierced gems...”

↩

11. [Sarcastically]

We shall make braids

[harness]

of gold for you, along with silver bosses

[like a horses’

bridle!]4

The Shu´lam-mite brushes aside the sarcasm, insisting that she will speak lovingly of
whomsoever she wants while the king has not chosen her as a bride. Her love is like
rare flowers in the bleak gardens by the shore of the Dead Sea... and she rekindles a
vision of her account of earlier loving expressions with him...



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

↪



12.

For as long as the king is on his divan

my own feelings of love”]!

[ignoring me],

my own spikenard5 gives out its fragrance

[“I express

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

↪

My dear one is as a bag of myrrh nestling between my breasts,
of henna to me in the gardens of En-Ge´di...6
13.

↩

15.

↪

16.

“Behold... you are beautiful, my shepherdess!
doves.”



14.

My dear one is like a cluster

Behold, you are beautiful! Your eyes are

“Behold... you are handsome, my dear one, even delightful! Our divan is verdant, 17. the
beams of our houses are cedars, the panelling is cypress.” 7
Note: The first 2 verses of Chapter 2 belong with the same conversation of chapter 1.

2
She is fodder for Sol´o-mon now – a delicate herb ready to be eaten by any passing
beast of the field (Sol´o-mon) – but her shepherd called her a “lily among thorns”. She
swims in the memory of his love for her, but tells the other women not to induce her to
love Sol´o-mon – nor for them to preen her to make her more likely to be chosen by him.

1

Dark tents of the sons of Ish´ma-el – easier to find in a desert – dark curtains for atmosphere and privacy
Song of Songs 8:1
3
Although the Hebrew reads “female companion”, the allegory and train of thought leads to the translation as “shepherdess”
4
Similar to the brass bosses attached to the harness of shire horses
5
That is, her “personal fragrance” – her lover, likened to a bag of myrrh
6
The Shu´lam-mite is pining like Mi´chal – David’s wife – when David hid in the crags of En -Ge´di while on the run from king Saul. Mi´chal too
had been separated by the king away from h e r beloved 1 s t Samuel 23:29; surely this reference is due to the actual yearning, told by King David
to his son Sol´o-mon, and Sol´o-mon has placed it here in the Song of Songs. Sol´o -mon could never experience that yearning to a woman, but
he has expressed it here – with himself in the role of murderous king Saul!!
7 nd
2 Samuel 7:2 – their open -air house is compared to t he house of the king!
2
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Some do not like it – wanting her and the tales of her shepherd (the little foxes spoiling
their vineyard) to be curtailed!



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

↪ 1. “I am a mere saffron of the plain,8 a lily of the low plains...”
↩ 2. “...like a lily among thorny weeds is my girl companion among the daughters...”9
The reader sees the Shu´lam-mite not in the vision, but wistfully completing the vision’s
conversation before the other potential brides of Sol´o-mon

Shu´lam-mite calls dreamily to her love...



Shu´lam-mite maiden (dreamily) sotvoc –––––



Shu´lam-mite maiden (dreamily) ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

↪ 3. ‘...like a quince tree among the trees of the forest is my dear one among the sons!’
⇒ I was delighted under his shade... I sat down there, his fruit sweet to my palate. 4. He brought me
into a realm of intoxication... and his banner over me was “Love”!10

↪
6.

≺

5.

“REFRESH me with raisin cakes, FEED me with quinces; for I am lovesick!” 11

...his left hand belongs under my head; and his right hand embraces me!12

I have put YOU under oath, O daughters of Jerusalayim, as the female gazelles’ desire within the
hinds of the field, that YOU should neither awaken nor arouse love in me until it feels inclined. 13
7.

The Shepherd is heard nearby! – her fantasy has materialised!
The shepherd is heard “behind OUR wall” – the wall of the house of the women there.
Firstly she quotes what he says then he himself is heard by them continuing the plea for
her to come to him



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

≺

The sound of my dear one! Look! that one is approaching... springing over the mountains,
dashing over the hills – 9. my dear one moves like a gazelle or the young of the stags...
8.

≺ Look! this one – standing behind our wall! gazing through the windows, glancing through the
lattices. 10. My dear one has answered

[my heart’s call]

and said to me:

‘Rise up, my shepherdess, my beautiful one, and come away! 11. For look! the rainy season has
passed, the downpour has passed over [and] gone on its way.’



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐

...Blossoms have presented themselves in the land, the time of [Spring’s] song has arrived,
and the voice of the turtledove has been heard in our land. 13. The fig tree has ripened its
early figs, the vines are abloom and have given off [their] fragrance.
12.

≻ Do rise up, come, my shepherdess, my beautiful one, and come away! 14. O my dove14

in the retreats of the crag, in the concealed place of the steep way [Jerusalayim],
show yourself to me! let me hear your voice – for your voice is pleasant and your form is
[secluded]

8

“Plain” – not explicitly Shar´on in Ba´shan or near Jop´pa. Saffron is very fragrant and tasty – but when it grows on the valley plains, it is eaten
by whichever passing cattle comes its way
9
“daughters” – possibly of her family, or of the people. Unlikely to be a wistful memory of her expressing concern over being taken to the harem
as a prospective wife for the king – because his reply could make her feel m o r e likely to be selected by Sol´o -mon! Much more likely is that
these two verses are part of the same conversation of the previous chapter
10
No wine needed for intoxication... she was in love! She compares him with the banners of Sol´o -mon’s parade
11
The context – speaking of quinces – is toward her shepherd, yet the calls a re in plural. This could be the Shu´lam -mite using the plural of
majesty for her beloved! which would irk the other women of the harem
12
Song of Songs 8:3
13
( Song of Songs 3:5 ) Just as the young does surround – and do not expose – a doe on heat toward every approaching stag, so they should not
try to make the Shu´lam -mite love Sol´o-mon, when she already loves another Song of Songs 8:4
14
Song of Songs 5:2
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comely.’
The other concubines – indignant at the attention given to this black girl – call the
guards and imply that the shepherd is trying to break into the harem. They claim they
are fertile “abloom” and that this shepherd is trying to impregnate them!





Harem guards ––––– new group of potential concubines (“daughters of Jerusalayim”)

≻

YOU people: grab hold of the foxes for us – the despicable foxes15 that ruin
vineyards – because our vineyards are abloom.
15.

Shu´lam-mite maiden is repost ––––– disgruntled daughters of Jerusalayim (harem ladies)

↪

16. [indignantly]

My dear one is mine! and I am his! He is shepherding among the lilies

[not among the harem].16

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

↪

Until the day sighs  [at the end of the light of day] and the
shadows have fled, turn around, O my beloved; be like the gazelle or like the young17 of
the stags upon the scattered [surrounding] hills.18
17.

[Warning him to wait until darkness falls]

3
Shu´lam-mite tells of the time she took her love to her mother’s home
The Shu´lam-mite tells of having lain on her bed at twilight, wanting to act before
nightfall – she finds her beloved and brings him to her mother! – an effective betrothal!
Having stated this, she demands the other girls respect her true love, and keep to their
promise not to contrive to bring her to Sol´o-mon



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– daughters of Jerusalayim (harem ladies)

⇒ 1. On my bed toward nightfall [at twist of night] I sought he whom my soul loved. I sought him... but I did
not find him.



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– others of her family household

⇒ 2. ‘I will rise now and go about in the city, in the streets and I will look in the public squares
for he whom my soul loves.19

Shu´lam-mite goes outside at night to seek her love

⇒ ...I sought him, but I did not find him. 3. The watchmen who go around the city found me...



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– watchmen of the city

⇒ Have YOU men seen the one my soul loves?

[watchmen get the wrong impression!]

Hardly had I passed on from them until I found he whom my soul loves! I grabbed hold of him and I
would not let go of him, until I had brought him into my mother’s house and into the interior room of she
who had been pregnant with me!20
4.



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– court ladies (daughters of Jerusalayim)

⇒ 5. ...I have put YOU under oath, O daughters of Jerusalayim, as the female gazelles’ desire within
the hinds of the field, that YOU should neither awaken nor arouse love in me until it feels
inclined.21

15

Joshua 19:42
The new concubines are imputing bad motive to the shepherd, who is there to speak to his love the Shu´lam -mite – but she retorts that he is
only there for her and is no threat to the Harem
17
The young male stags would run away when the alpha male strides into view. The Shu´lam -mite is asking her shepherd to act like a young one
– even though she is his! – and not try to challenge the authority of the alpha male Sol´o -mon until a more appropriate time, because he would
be destroyed
18
This becomes the call for release by those in the harems who listen to the example of the Shu´lam -mite Song of Songs 8:14
19
Recall that he was a shepherd – sleeping out of doors – and a lodging place for a family associate would be an expected kindness. Further if she
were looking in the public squares, then likely he did not have a home, but was an orphan, albeit a young man
20
Akin to a betrothal! – but from the girl to the man!
21
( Song of Songs 2:7 ) Song of Songs 8:4
16
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Danger: Sol´o-mon’s Carriage is seen approaching!...



––––– women of Jerusalayim (daughters of Zion)

↻ 6. What is this that is coming up from the wilderness like columns of dust, being perfumed
with myrrh and frankincense chosen from the scented powder of the tradesman?

Look! It is his couch, the one belonging to Sol´o-mon. Sixty mighty men are all around it,
from among the mighty men of Israel, 8. all bearing sword, trained in warfare, each one with
his sword upon his thigh because of dread during the nights.
7.

≻

It is the sedan that King Sol´o-mon had made for himself from the trees of Leb´a-non. 10. He
had its pillars made of silver, its supports of gold, its seat of wool dyed reddish purple, its interior
being “lovingly embroidered” by the daughters of Jerusalayim!22
9.



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– Sol´o-mon’s daughters (daughters of Zion)

≺

GO out and look, O YOU daughters of Zion, on King Sol´o-mon! in the wreath with
which his mother crowned him on the day of his marriage! And on the day of the
‘rejoicing of his heart.’23
11.

4
Suddenly, the words she narrated from an earlier event are actually heard by all! It is
her shepherd, calling to her. He echoes the words he mentioned in former days, crying
out his love for her... then he remembers her advice to stay away until dusk... yet still, he
cannot leave without calling to her to follow him!



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐ 1. Behold... you are beautiful, my shepherdess! Behold, you are beautiful! Your eyes are
doves behind your veil. Your hair is like a drove of goats which hop down from the
mountainous region of Gil´e-ad. 2. Your teeth are like a drove of freshly shorn [ewes] that
have come up from the washing, all complete with none missing. 3. Your lips are just like a
scarlet thread, and your voice is beautiful. Your temples are like a piece of pomegranate
behind your veil. 4. Your neck is like the tower of David, built tall and slender upon which
are hung a thousand bucklers [small shields], all the circular shields of mighty men. 24 5. Your
two breasts are as [if ready for] two young twin gazelles feeding among the lilies.

↻

Until the day sighs  and the shadows have fled, I shall go my way to the
mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankincense...25
6.

He expresses her beauty – a yearning to be far away from Jerusalayim with her, as she
is very much imprisoned right now and he is dying of thirst without her.

≻

You are beautiful in every way, my shepherdess, there is no blemish in you. 26 8. You will
come from Leb´a-non like me, O bride, from Leb´a-non like me. You will look down from
the top of A´ma-nah [“support” – Ante-Leb´a-non], from the top of Se´nir – yes, Her´mon27 –
[“away”??] from the lairs of lions, from the mountains of leopards. You have ravished my
9.
heart beat, O my sister,28 [my] bride, you ravished my heart with one [flash] of your eyes, by
one band of your necklace.29 10. How beautiful have been your expressions of affection, O my
sister – my bride!! how much better are your expressions of endearment than wine, and
the fragrance of your oils – than all sorts of perfume! 11. Your lips drop like honey from the
7.

22

Euphemism – concubines would be part of the upholstery
A cutting statement – “daughters of Zion” implies daughters of the king... yet here he is intent on making more of them! The wreath was for
his wedding – to his one and only love, the “rejoicing of his heart” – yet Sol´o-mon had hundreds of wives and is now evidently looking for
another!
24
Perhaps a reference to a silver ornament worn by a bride, glistening with silver discs – imagined by the shepherd on his bride
25
reference to bitterness and herbs for depression – also to the herbs for a maidens’ anointing in the harem
26
“no blemish”... sadly, the sh epherd is thinking in terms of his flock of sheep, and of sacrifice... and he does not want to sacrifice her! See Song
of Songs 6:8-9 where he pleads her innocence over the security breach as he leaves. In order to save her life
27
Far away from Jerusalem where she is now, far away to the north at the outmost reaches of the kingdo m
28
He had been introduced to her mother, and her mother’s chamber Song of Songs 3:4 – though hoping for marriage, her brothers were still
against it! but to have some familial link – however contrived – was wonderful for him
29
“you have ravished my heart-beat… by one band of your necklace”. It was comm on practice for some peoples to place gold rings around the
necks of their women, increasing by one ring every three years, to make the neck as a golden tower Song of Songs 4:4,9
23
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comb, O [my] bride – milk and honey30 are under your tongue, and the fragrance of your
garments is like the fragrance of Leb´a-non.
↻

⇐



My sister is an enclosed garden,
sealed-up fountain.
12.

[sotvoc , sighing]

[my]

bride a damned-up spring, a

Your foliage  is a paradise of pomegranate trees with the choicest of fruits, [also]
henna plants along with aromatic plants: 14. nard and saffron, [sweet (sugar) reed] cane and
cinnamon beside all sorts of trees of frankincense, myrrh and aloes, along with all the
finest perfumes – 15. [and] a spring of gardens, a well of fresh water and trickling streams
from Leb´a-non.
13.

beloved shepherd ––––– winds from the north and the south

≺

Awake! O north wind [for nurturing rain] – and come in! O south wind
Breathe upon my garden, so that its perfumes might flow.
16.

[for warmth].

She expresses her yearning for him to come to her... (when it is safe)

↪ O let my dear one come into his garden and eat its choicest fruits!

5
It is past dusk, and the shepherd has returned



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐ 1. I have come to my garden, O my sister, [my] bride. I have plucked my myrrh with my spice, I have
eaten my honeycomb along with my honey; I have drunk my wine along with my milk. 31




––––– daughters of Jerusalayim (harem ladies), sarcastically teasing Shu´lam-mite maiden and her beloved Shepherd

↻ EAT, darlings! Drink and become drunk with expressions of love!

Shu´lam-mite maiden –––––

↻ 2. I am asleep, but my heart is awake...



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– daughters of Jerusalayim (harem ladies)

⇒ Listen! There is the sound of my dear one knocking!



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐ Open to me, O my sister, my shepherdess, my dove, 32 my blameless one! For my head is
filled with dew, and the locks of my hair with the mist of the night.

↻ 3. I had taken off my robe... how can I put it back on? I had washed my feet... how can I soil
them?33

The Shu´lam-mite opens the door herself – knowing it is a capital offence to enable
access into the harem – but she yearns to see her beloved...

My beloved pulled back his hand from the hole of the door, and my inward parts churned over
him. 5. I myself got up to open [the door] to my dear one, and my own hands dripped with myrrh and
my toes with liquid myrrh, upon the handles [hollows] of the lock.34 6. I myself opened to my dear
one35... but my dear one himself had departed! he had passed along!
4.

Her beloved having left, the Shu´lam-mite maiden goes outside to look for him – even in
the streets. Innocently calling for him in the dark, the city watchmen catch her,
believing her to be a prostitute and tear her cloak from her shoulders.

30

Revelation 21:9-10
Song of Songs 4:10-15
32
Song of Songs 2:13-14
33
It was the practise to give the women massages of myrrh before retiring to bed – she would be covered in the ointment, unable to dress herself
or venture outside without it being apparent to her carers the following day
34
The lock would not be keyed, but latched. A hollow in the door, large enough for a hand to enter and stretch to the latch, m ade it unpickable
from the outside
35
A capital offence to enable entry for a man into the king’s harem
31
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My soul had failed me when he spoke... I sought him, but I did not find him – I called him, but he
did not answer me. 7. ...the watchmen [guards] who walk inside the city found me. They struck me!
they wounded me. The ones guarding the walls stripped my wide veil off me!
The Shu´lam-mite maiden is back in the harem– the others must have let her in.

≺

I have put YOU under oath, O daughters of Jerusalayim, that if YOU find my beloved YOU
should tell him that I am lovesick.
8.

↩ 9. How is your “beloved” more than any other beloved, O you “most beautiful one among

women”? How is your “beloved” more than any other beloved, so that you have put us under
such an oath as this?
She describes her beloved in glittering terms – King David, the Mes-si´ah, gems in
human form... then she lapses into her heart’s view: he is like Leb´a-non – home! – and
its beautiful cedars

↪

My beloved is dazzling and ruddy, the most conspicuous of ten thousand. 36  11. His head is [a
gold ore, refined gold.37 The [shorn] locks of his hair are pendulous38 [as a Naz´i-rite –
like Samson], black like the raven.
[blue-eyed],
12. His eyes are like doves by the channels of water
which are bathing themselves in milk sitting within the eye socket. 13. His cheeks are like a
garden bed of spice, stepped towers of scented herbs – his lips are like [trumpet] lilies dripping
with liquid myrrh. 14. His hands [the finger bones and palm] are as gold [the knuckles] filled with Tar´shish
[yellow jasper, crysolite] , 39 his abdomen is an ivory plate covered with sapphires,
15. his legs are
columns of marble set in socket pedestals of refined gold!
10.

single piece of]

...His appearance is like Leb´a-non! choice like the cedars. 16. His palate is sheer sweetness, and
everything about him is desirable. This is my beloved, and this is my shepherd, O daughters of
Jerusalayim.40

6
The aloof daughters of Jerusalayim make fun of the saddened and subdued Shu´lammite, after she embarrassed herself by being caught by the city guards in her pursuit of
her shepherd, instead of pursuing the magnificent King Sol´o-mon to whom she would
likely be betrothed



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– daughters of Jerusalayim (harem ladies)

⇐

Where has your beloved gone, O “most beautiful one among women”? 
Where has your beloved turned, that we may search for him with you?
1.

[Cruelly sarcastic]

↪ 2. My beloved has [she believes] gone down41 to his garden... to the garden beds of spice plants, to

shepherd [flocks] among the gardens, and to glean lilies. 3. I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is
mine... he who is shepherding among the lilies.



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐ 4. You are beautiful, my shepherdess, like Tir´zah, 42 comely like Jerusalayim, awesome as
companies gathered around banners.43 

The shepherd is heart-broken – just like his love-sick beloved:

Turn your eyes away from before me, for they embolden me... Your hair is like a drove of
goats that have hopped down from Gil´e-ad.44
5.

36

1 s t Samuel 18:7
David – prefiguring the Mes-si´ah. “head of gold” was the king of kings – Neb-u-chad-rez´zar Daniel 2:37-38
38
Judges 13:4
39
“gold filled with jaspar” – that is, jaspar overlaid with gold
40
Prophetic of the Mes-si´ah, announced as beloved and fine shepherd, to the aloo f rulers of Jerusalem Matthew 3:17; John 10:11
41
Jerusalem is on Mt. Mo-ri´ah, so he has descended – perhaps fled to protect his beloved Shu´lam -mite, following her breaking of the harem
security
42
The name of the most beautiful daughter of Ze -lo´phe-had ( Tir´zah means “favourable”, “delightful” ) Numbers 26:33 who gained an inheritance
in a family which had no sons – however in this context it also means the city which was lavished with attention by kings of both Israel and Judah
43
Numbers 1:52
44
The heartbroken shepherd repeats the phrases he used the earlier day, when she warned him away until the dusk... only for them not to meet,
and for her to be humiliated and wounded by the city guards as she searched for him in the night. His phrases are painful to hear – he will not
37
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Your teeth... are like a drove of freshly shorn [ewes] that have come up from the washing, all
complete... with none missing... 7. your temples are like pomegranate trees behind your veil...
6.

The shepherd shows his deep pain with his final words – declaring her blameless for the
security breach at the harem, shouting his love for the unique one who is greater than 60
queens and 80 concubines, who is as beautiful and lovely as Tir´zah, who – he says
broken-heartedly – will be boasted about by them all when she becomes queen

≻

There are sixty queens and eighty concubines and maidens without number; 9. [but] there
is [only] one who is my dove, my blameless one45 – one who belongs to her mother.46 She is
the pure one of the one giving birth to her – the [other] daughters saw her, and pronounced
her happy47... Queens and concubines will boast about her...
8.

The aloof daughters of Jerusalayim attempt to be sarcastic as they look at her looking
down at her departing beloved... yet they see her face is not pained at-all...



court ladies (daughters of Jerusalayim) –––––

↻

Who is this looking down [warm-faced] like the dawn, beautiful like the full moon, pure like the
glowing sun, “awesome as companies gathered around banners”? 
10.

Blocking out the insults, the Shu´lam-mite imagines her return to her own people... but
seeking the resemblance to the fate of concubines when King David was ousted from
Jerusalayim by his son Ab´sa-lom, and was jeered by Shim´e-i.



––––– Shu´lam-mite maiden

↻



I had descended to the nut garden48 [garden of nut trees] to see the buds in the torrent valley,49 and to
see whether the vine had sprouted, whether the pomegranate trees had blossomed... 12. Before I knew
it, my soul had put me [in] the chariots of my willing people.50 sa
11.

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– her people, calling her home

≻

“Come back! Come back, Shu´lam-mite
that we may look at you!”
13.

["the perfect" or "the peaceful"]

! Come back, come back,

...in what way do YOU people see the Shu´lam-mite as the dance of Ma-ha-na´im?51

7
A harem officer praises the Shu´lam-mites appearance as greatly improved during the
time since her arrival. Her new posture has aided her physique, as have her massages
and ointments



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– harem eunuch?

⇐ 1. How beautiful have your steps become in sandals,52 O patron’s daughter!53 The curves of your

thighs are like [fashioned, not raw] jewels – the work of an artisan’s hands. 2. Your belly roll is a
round bowl [concave, not fat or flat] which does not lack for mixed wine [ointment from the massages]. Your

be returning to her now, since the harem will be strongly protected afte r the breach of security the previous time. He is utterly heartbroken as
he calls up from the lowland outside of Jerusalem!
45
Song of Songs 4:7
46
Where he has been introduced to and where he now also belongs – wanting her with him there Song of Songs 3:4
47
Reference to Tir´zah – some of whose older sisters had unsavoury names – but Tir´zah means “favourable” and “delightf ul”
48
Bet´o-nim [“pistachio nuts”] is the next city along next to Ma -ha-na´im on the border of GAD – the royal realm of Si´hon, king of Hesh´bon
49
In an amazing parallel, possibly Kid´ron – which King David crossed 2 n d Samuel 15:14-23 to escape from Jerusalem away from the usurper Ab´sa lom, who raped his concubines! 2 n d Samuel 16:21
50
***NOTE**** The Hebrew translates as “chariots of people who sympath ised with her” – or ( less likely ) someone called Am -min´a-dib.
However, with a slight scribal change, this translates as “chariots of Am -min´a-dab” – ancestor of the Mes-si´ah – and the daughter of Am -min´adab was given in marriage to Aaron the HIGH PR IEST ( which makes this prophetic of the bride class for the Christ ) The following verse –
referring to Ma -ha-na´im – is surely significant, giving context to the verses!
51
“dance of Ma-ha-na´im” – rebellion and separation a) at that time against King Da vid, by Ab´ner who installed Ish-bo´sheth as a rival king over
Israel 2 n d Samuel 2:8-9 b) where Jacob saw angels of God who met with him ( his camp, and a camp of angels ) and where he divided his entourage
into 2 camps in preparation for meeting his brother E´sau, and where he wrestled with God’s angel Genesis 32:2-8 c) contempt by Shim´e -i - the
son of Ge´ra the Ben´ja -min-ite from Ba -hu´rim – who hurled down dust and stones and insults at the fleeing King David ( identified here with
the Shepherd ) 1 s t Kings 2:8 as he fled from Ab´sa-lom 2 n d Samuel 17:24
“My willing people” being equivalent to the angels who met up with Jacob
Here, the Shu´lam-mite is the concubine left behind in David’s city, while her beloved David ( the shepherd ) is forced to flee, jeered at by the
Ben´ja-mite Shim´e-i – in the guise of the daughters of Jerusalem
52
The Shu´lam-mite had been barefoot before being selected as a potentia l bride for the king
53
A painful reminder that she was given ( though little choice was possible ) as a potential concubine, but her family who are now deemed
“patrons”

Page 282 of 299

Song of Solomon

belly is a heap of wheat [firm], fenced about with [trumpet-shaped] lilies. 3. Your two breasts are as
[if ready for] two young twin gazelles.54 4. Your neck is like an ivory tower, your eyes are like the
pools in Hesh´bon55 by the gate of Bath-rab´bim [“daughter of multitudes”], your nose is like the tower
of Leb´a-non, which is looking out toward Dam-a-scus. 5. Your head upon you is like Car´mel, and
the tresses of your head are like wool dyed reddish purple... the king is held captive by [the sight
of] the tresses [of hair]!56
Sol´o-mon is drawn to the Shu´lam-mite maiden and expresses his desire... but she
simply cannot listen to words of plunder: of one desiring the passion and love which she
has promised to her own beloved, and so she interjects.
Then – evidently with Sol´o-mon’s permission – she sends a message to her beloved to
come to take her home



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– Sol´o-mon the King

⇐ 6. How beautiful you are, and how pleasant [in character] you are, O beloved girl, among

love’s luxuries! 7. Your stature is like a palm tree, and your breasts as clusters of dates. 8. I
have said:

↻ ‘I shall climb the palm tree, I shall take hold of its fruit boughs!’
...and now, may your breasts become like clusters of the vine, and the fragrance of your
breathing like quinces, 9. and the inside of your mouth like the best wine...

↪ It lives for my beloved, softly flowing over the lips of sleeping ones. 10. I am my beloved’s!
and his craving is upon me!



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd (absent)

⇒

“Do come, O my beloved, we will go forth to the field, we will lodge among the henna plants! 12.
We will rise early... and go to the vineyards, we will see whether the vine has sprouted, [if] the
blossom has burst open, [if] the pomegranate trees have bloomed... There shall I give my
expressions of love – to you! 13. The mandrakes have given [their] fragrance, and at our gates
there are all sorts of the fine things – the new ones as well as the old,57 O my dear one – which I
have stored up for you!”
11.

8
The Shu´lam-mite is with her beloved at the harem compound, preparing to set off home
– away from the splendour of the palace to live even in her field!



Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇒ 1. O that you were my brother, who suckled the breasts of my mother! Should I find you outside, I

would kiss you and people [my brothers] would not despise58 me! 2. I would lead you, I would bring you
into the house of my mother, who would teach me. I would give you a drink of spiced wine, the fresh
juice of pomegranates.




––––– court ladies (daughters of Jerusalayim)

↻

3.

[mimicking her earlier words about him, wanting to see them kiss]

his right hand embraces me!”59

“...his left hand goes under my head; and

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– court ladies (daughters of Jerusalayim)

↪ 4. I have put YOU under oath, O daughters of Jerusalayim! So why should YOU awaken and why
should you arouse love

[in me]

until it feels inclined?!60

54

Though a eunuch, he makes the same expression of beauty as did her lover Song of Songs 4:7
Hesh´bon the land occupied by Si´hon, king of the Am´or -ites – land which included the cit y of pistachio nuts and a certain Ma -ha-na´im Song
of Songs 6:11-13
56
Being non-Hebrew, her hair styling would be traditionally different – an allure to the king!
57
“new as well as old”... “I have stored up” – she is still a virgin, and despite his mournful departure she will r e m a i n one until she sees him!
Compare with Matthew 13:52
58
Her brothers Song of Songs 1:6 but also from the next verse her m o t h e r also disapproved of her!
59
Song of Songs 2:6
60
They are already under oath – ( Song of Songs 2:7; Song of Songs 3:5 ) – are they not afraid??
55
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––––– court ladies (daughters of Jerusalayim)

↻

5.

[despisingly of a working country girl]

upon her “dear one”?!

who is this woman coming up from the wilderness, leaning

↩ I aroused you under the apricot tree where your mother had been in birth pangs with you... where she
gave birth to you in birth pangs.

↪ 6. Place me as a seal over your heart, as a seal upon your arm – because love is as strong as death is,
jealousy is as unyielding as She´ol; its blazings are the blazings of a fire, the flame of Jah. 7. Many
waters [together] cannot extinguish love, nor can rivers wash it away. If a man would give all the
wealth of his house for love,61 people would positively despise him!



––––– family of Shu´lam-mite

↻ 8. We have a little sister that does not have any breasts [not yet bearing children]. What
shall we do for our sister on the day that she will be betrothed

[“be spoken for”]?

↩ 9. If [at that time] she is a wall [chaste], we shall build upon her a palace of silver62 [a
girdle of silver for her wedding]

cedar plank.



but if she be a door

[flighty],

we shall block her up with a

[door bar]

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– brothers of Shu´lam-mite maiden

↪

I am a wall, and my breasts are like towers, therefore I become in his eyes like one that
is finding peace.
10.

There was a vineyard that Sol´o-mon happened to have in Ba´al-Ha´mon [“lord (possessor) of
. He gave the vineyard [harem, women for sale??] over to the keepers! A man would
bring in a thousand silver pieces for its fruitage. 12. My vineyard, which is for me [alone], is
before me.
11.

abundance”]

The Shu´lam-mite rejects a place at Sol´o-mon’s side, reminds him that he is a servant to
God – the real “keeper of the fruitage”, the women of the harem – and repeats the call
from the heart which all concubines can make to their own beloved to come and rescue
them!



King Sol´o-mon of Israel ––––– Shu´lam-mite maid

⇐ The thousand belong to you [keep your thousand!], O Sol´o-mon, and two hundred to
those keeping its fruitage.63



61
62
63
64

Shu´lam-mite maiden ––––– beloved shepherd

⇐

13.

↪

14. [it

The companions who are dwelling in the gardens, the partners are paying attention to your
voice. Let me hear it.
says:] “Come away, my beloved, and make yourself like a gazelle or like a young one of the
stags upon the spice-laden mountains.”64

Pointedly against the wealthy King Sol´o -mon, who aims to impresses by his wealth
Jeremiah 2:32
Alluding to God as her sanctuary, her protector, and Sol´o -mon as a servant to him Genesis 47:23-24
Song of Songs 2:17
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Glossary of Terms
Markers denoting some feature of the text


rhet

sa
sotvoc

Almighty God – not Jesus – as evidenced by the 12th century Hebrew text of the New Testament
proverb or saying
rhetorical statement
prophetic of the Mes-si´ah
scribal anomaly
Soto voce textural comment or explanation inserted by the writer

Notes on terms and phrases
r1

“life” in this context means “lives”
the generations of one’s line which follow, beginning with one’s existing family. Its use implies a
blessing on future generations – and on the longevity of one’s name – due to good actions in the
individual in question

r2

“bereaved”
often means orphans, but in some cases anyone who is lonely and vulnerable through their loss
of family head: a widow, an orphan.

r3

“kidneys”
a term often used to express the thoughts or mind, inner self.

r4

“house” – a family line

r5

“gate”

typically the gate to the town or city, a place where a Le´vite judge would sit to hear cases as
they are brought to him. A place where wise people sit – a sign of their esteem in the eyes of
the city people – not a place for fools.

r6

“master” – husband by choice.
This is historically and culturally lost to a great extent, but a “master of evil schemes” is
someone who has actually been attracted to and wooed and pursued and married evil schemes,
because of his love for them – far worse than a “bad marriage” to an unworthy wife.

r7

“days like a shadow”
the implication is one of gently fading away at the end of one’s life

r8

“under the sun”
wearisome life in fruitless toil outside of the garden of Eden.

r9

“evil net” – for catching fish.
Not a net used in a boat for immediate catches, but one lain out at night which traps the fish.

r10

“daughters of Jerusalem”
A phrased used by the Shu´lam-mite – taken as a prospective bride for Sol´o-mon – to the other
chosen young women. The Shu´lam-mite is dark skinned – possibly Nu´bian, beautiful, a worker
in the field and the hot sun – whereas her companions there are more refined, from good
houses in the land. They despise her for being black, so in turn she calls “daughters of
Jerusalem” – a term of aloofness and isolation, since its inhabitants now had the temple and
were land-linked to David’s city on Zion, some of the people had become aloof and snobbish.

r11

“land flowing with milk and honey”
a term to inspire genuine delight of the promised land

r12

“pass through the fire”
burning alive (a person) as a sacrifice to a false god. Forbidden in the Law ( Deuteronomy 18:10 )
but practiced by A´haz of Judah 2nd Kings 16:3 and others 2nd Kings 17:17 including Ma-nas´seh (
2nd Kings 21:6; 2nd Chronicles 33:6 ) – greatly criticised by Jehovah ( Jeremiah 32:35; Ezekiel 20:31
) but thoroughly outlawed by good King Jo-si´ah 2nd Kings 23:10. It was believed that the
screams of a first-born child would be the most pleasing call to awaken the attention and favour
of pagan gods.

r13

“footstool”
Term for the temple, God’s foothold on earth. King David yearned to build a temple for God
for His “comfort”, that is, a sign that He was respected 1st Chronicles 28:2; Psalm 99:2-5; Psalm
132:7 – but after the rebellious nature of His people, that prized temple was shown to have
been more respected and treasured in the minds of the people than was God. When the
rebuke promised under the Law came, the temple was not spared – proof that a people could
not inflict conditions of protection upon God – and God dismissed both the temple and Zion as
Glossary
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being special. Instead, He promised through the prophet Isaiah that the whole earth was His
footstool Isaiah 66:1 and this prophesied the future inclusion of Gentiles into His flock, followed
by a New Jerusalem which would fill the earth
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r14

“land of / toward the north” – land of Godlessness.
This represents the region of Ma´gog, a people who are only once mentioned in the Hebrew
scriptures, since they have absolutely no interest nor contact with God’s ways. These are to
feature as the last ones who resist in the vision of Revelation 20:7-8

r15

“dusky people”
Possibly the Scenite Arabians. Alternatively, the darken skinned – mixed races, possibly covered
up with mixed cloth Leviticus 19:19 – their attire to survive sand and sun in the daytime travel,
possibly a reference to their communities which only came alive in the evening when they had
completed the day’s travel

r16

“bending down” or “inclining”
this is when God sees the iniquities of people, yet instead of giving denunciation he stoops
through that putrid layer in order to encourage and advise, in the manner of a father intervening
with a wayward child.

r17

“the land must pay off its Sabbaths”
note that the land was effectively a victim of forced labour by the people, so to “pay off” was to
literally take an enforced rest for 70 years! Not a burden or onerous payment at-all! Fulfilled at
the fall of Jerusalem through Neb-u-chad-rez´zar – see 2nd Chronicles 34:14; 2nd Chronicles 36:1721

r18

“Jehovah of Armies”
a term used for God when speaking of His strong action, rather than His prophecy, His teaching,
or His compassion

r19

“Jerusalem” the city, rather than “Jerusalayim” – greater Jerusalem
Jerusalayim includes the city of Jerusalem on Mount Mo-ri´ah and the city of David on Mt. Zion.
It is a terms for both of these as one – Jerusalem and its Kingly portion – and is used in the
Hebrew more often than the term “Jerusalem” which refers only to the city of Jerusalem (this
only occurs in the scrolls of Ezra and of Daniel). The Hebrew words are identical, but with
different vowel markings – absent in the original scolls, but inserted appropriately according to
Jewish scholars

r20

“virgin daughter” of a country.
The notion is that the country is stable, has achieved and is wealthy enough to raise a child
without being oppressed. The virgin daughter is one who is being groomed, gently raised,
acquiring a fine status ready for when she has children herself – perhaps a satellite city or region.
The phrase is often used when discussing the fate of such hubris-laden nations – that their
cherished virgin daughter will not marry, but be ravished – and her child not a kingdom or
alliance, but a fated and illegitimate mongrel.

r21

occasional underlying text is plural – of majesty – but written here as singular for the single object

r22

“city of refuge”
A place for the accidental manslayer to flee to, a place of safety from an avenging relative.
There were 6 proposed cities of refuge: Moses set up the first three B e´z er, Ra ´m oth in
Gil´e-ad and Go´la n in Ba´shan to the East of the Jordan. Afterwards to the West there came
Ke´desh - Na ph´ta - li (in Gal´i-lee), She´chem , Kir´i- a th - A r´ba (He´bron ) – 6 cities

r23

“utterance of Jehovah”
God would speak face to face with Moses, and spoke through the priests when Israel’s leaders
inquired of Him. However, when the priesthood itself became degenerate, God would give an
“utterance” – a whisper through a prophet of through a loyal priest – no longer through the
direct route of the priesthood. This would come in a dream or a waking vision, or through a
Divine messenger. The priesthood remained in place, but providing guidance came through
those (most often non-priests) of good heart who sincerely loved Him and yearned for His way.
Wherever the phrase “utterance of Jehovah” appears, it means this guidance as given through a
prophet.

r31

“Days of Noah”
The days of Noah were a time when the world was “filled with violence”, but the world had
been so for a long time. Certain of Adam’s line had dubious names which illustrated their lack of
love for God, Cain had murdered his brother, and La´mech had declared himself to be ten times
worse than Cain.
However the real issue was the Neph´i-lim. Rebellious angels wished to usurp the physical
creation project, but did not have the power to create life, so some conspired to come to earth
and take over the bodies of some of the men (and possibly women) and manipulated the
circumstances of a natural human conception to produce a race of giant bullies to dominate the
earth. These Chimerae – or hybrids – were human in form, but their nature corrupted by the

Glossary

angelic interference – not through possession, but through altering how the conception was
allowed to be influenced before birth.
In Jesus’ day, he describes the time of the end as just like the days of Noah – this is linked closely
with his words to Nic-o-de´mus regarding the copper serpent. Just as rebellious angels came to
disturb the earth – akin to the serpents which bit the Hebrews in the wilderness – so the
servant of God, the Christ came to heal the disturbance – the copper serpent which brought
healing.
r32

“The Good News (Gospel)”
The news that people of all the nations can be declared righteous due to faith (see Isaiah 61:1-2).
This was declared to Abraham, after he was declared righteous – not by works, but by faith in
God. Galatians 3. The gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are each their depictions of
this, as exemplified in the life of the Mes-si´ah

r33

Abyss = womb
see Joseph’s blessing from Israel Genesis 49:25, also John 3:3 says that traditionalists are in the
abyss

r34

e.g. “heaven and earth might pass away”
Often seen as an hyperbolae
The rulers are seen as heaven, and the Jews called the Gentiles “al Ha-aretz” – people of the
earth. The Law was fulfilled in the Christ, and in handing the new covenant to his ordinary
disciples and opening the way for Gentiles John 3:16-17 so with those two things “the heavens
and the earth” did pass away. This term is sometimes used to refer to the wayward people
therein 2nd Peter 3:7 – see God’s words of comfort to distraught Jews in Isaiah 51:6

r35

“Son of David”
see fn to Psalm 110 and 1st Kings 5:3, which identify David in the role of God and Jesus Christ in
the role of the Son of David – the temple-builder: Sol´o-mon

r36

Loaves of Presentation
these were twelve loaves of bread placed before Jehovah. They were arranged in two rows of
six – the twelve corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. They remained before the
sanctuary of Jehovah (Holy of Holies) for seven days, after which they were moved to the
temple at large, where only the priests could eat them.

r37

Paralytic

r38

a weakness, usually down one side, probably as a result of a stroke

“wild beast” of Revelation
There are 4 beasts in Revelation:
1) the wild beast which ascends from the abyss –
- this is undescribed physically, but is the embodiment of anti-christianity. It is
formed by a powerful rebel angels or group of angels, which had acted very badly
in the past – thus they were placed in the abyss.
2) wild beast from the sea
a human organisation borne of the turbulence of ordinary people (see Isaiah
57:20 – “the wicked are like the sea that is being tossed, when it cannot calm
down, the waters of which keep tossing up mud and mire.”), which is
representing the wild beast
3) wild beast from the earth
a human organisation for ruling classes, which is representing the wild beast
- a 2 horned wild beast – false prophet – created by rebel angels
(3b) molten image of the (2nd) wild beast.
4) scarlet coloured wild beast
a depiction of the character of the wild beast.
These are essentially aspects of the wild beast from the abyss – see how the 5th plague is poured
on the throne of the wild beast is poured onto the throne of the adversary. The image of the
wild beast is an image of the beast from the sea, which is itself a portrayal of the wild beast of
the abyss

r39

Traditionalist, Traditionalist era
the era of Judaism which preceded the Christ, particularly those people steeped in man-made
doctrine and tradition, most particularly those intransigent to God’s Mes-si´ah

r40

Mik´tam / Al-tas´chith
“an engraving”, “do not destroy”
Mik´tam is attached to certain psalms – often associated with King David fleeing from Saul.
David carved messages into the rocks where he was hiding, and Saul’s men would read David’s
plea for conciliation toward God. However Saul had hired “indian trackers” – E´dom-ites – to
find David, and evidently ordered them to destroy these Hebrew messages before any of Saul’s
men could read them…
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…so David marked some of them “Al-tas´chith” – an Ar-a-ma´ic word which the non-Hebrew
reading E´dom-ites could understand – which reads “do not destroy”. The hope was that they
would read this as a sign that the message was important, and so there was a chance that Saul or
his men would read it.
r41

r666

Lillies / Lily of Reminder
Musical trumpets, rather than those for sounding an alert.
666 – or 660 incised as a brand
There are many suggestions for the meaning of this, including the names of despotic world leaders
ranging from the 1st to the 20th centuries.
The number could refer to the 66 sons of Israel – not of Joseph’s line Revelation 7:8 – who left the
Promised Land to travel for Egypt Genesis 46:26; Romans 9:6. It could refer to the sixth
commandment “You must not kill” – implying that the number reflects God’s disapproval.
It could also be a negation of God’s order of things: 7 seals, 7 trumpet blast and 7 thunders.
Alternatively it could refer to the voluntary offering of the people under Ne-he-mi´ah – postBabylonian release – when the temple was being rebuilt on the threshing floor of Or´nan. The
area was purchased for 600 shekels weight of gold 1st Chronicles 21:25. For support, the people
would provide their tithe – or 1/10th – for the priests and 1/10th of a 1/10th Nehemiah 10:32-39 to
supply the house of God with food – symbolically 666 in total. The symbolism would be that the
entire extra voluntary offering of God’s people on returning to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem –
including its tithes – were to be given to the wild beast, effectively stealing food from the mouth
of God.

rP

“Phaenomena” by Aratus
This is the poem from which the apostle Paul quoted to the Ep-i-cu-re´an and the Sto´ic philosophers in Acts 17:28

“With Jove we must begin, nor from Him rove;
Him always praise, for all is full of Jove!
He fills all places where mankind resort,
The wide-mouthed sea and every sheltering port.
Jove’s presence fills all space, upholds this ball [the earth]
All need His aid – His power sustains us all.
For we His offspring are, and He in love
Points out to man his labour from above:
Where signs unerring show when best the soil
By well-timed culture shall repay our toil...”
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